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To the Legislature: 

Complying with the requirements of the ‘Consolidated School 
Law,” it is my agreeable duty to transmit to the Legislature tinfor- 
mation relating to the condition of the public schools of the State 
for the year ending July 31, 1895, with such observations and com- 
ments as appear to me timely and appropriate, constituting the 


forty-second annual report of the Department and the first under 


my administration. 


Documents and full detailed information will be found in the 


accompanying exhibits. 


Most respectfully, 


State Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
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It is highly gratifying to report steady progress along 
all lines of educational effort, and the exhibits sub- 
mitted herewith, which constitute a part of this report, 
may be examined with pardonable pride by citizens 
interested in the extent, the growth and the develop- 
ment of our public school system. Attention is invited 
to the statistical tables, which give in detail full infor- 
mation concerning expenditures for school purposes 
during the year. No more emphatic testimony is needed 
to prove the liberality of the Legislature and the people 
in sustaining their educational system, and nothing 
more clearly demonstrates the magnitude of the educa- 
tional interests of our progressive commonwealth. The 
interest of the people in all that pertains to the educa- 
tion of youth as a sure foundation for good citizenship 
is fully attested. 


Supervision 


Without doubt the weakest point in our school sys- 
tem to-day is along the lines of school supervision. 
Since the inauguration of the uniform system of exami- 
nations the teaching force has steadily advanced in 
efficiency, and there has been a marked improvement 
during the past few years. 

Under the provisions of the Consolidated School Law 
the duty of visitation, the supervision of the schools in 
the various localities, the power to alter school district 
boundaries, and the authority under certain conditions 
to cancel a teacher’s license, by whomsoever licensed, 
is vested in the school commissioners in the various 
commissioner districts of the State. These powers are 
in some respects extraordinary, and call for the exercise 
of the wisest judgment. They should be exercised only 
by officers possessing peculiar fitness for the perform- 
ance of these duties. They touch the most vital inter- 
ests of the people in their respective localities. 

I am aware that the great body of school comuinis- 
sioners of the State are earnest, conscientious men, 
anxious to wisely administer the duties of their office, 
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and I am not reflecting upon those conscientious com- 
missioners when I state that, in my judgment, there are 
several commissioners in the State who could not, as a 
result of an examination, obtain the higher grades of 
certificates issued by this department. Yet the schools 
in these commissioner districts will depend for their 
efficiency very largely upon the work of the school 
commissioner. No amount of supervision from this 
department will supply the lack of intelligent supervis- 
ion in the various localities on the part of commission- 
ers. If it is desirable to insist upon a certain degree 
of qualification for a school teacher in the humblest 
district of the State (and this proposition has passed 
beyond the realm of discussion) it would seem that there 
is no question that the superior officer clothed by statute 
with such extended powers as a school commissioner, 
ought to be a person possessing some fixed qualifica- 
tion for the performance of the duties of his office. The 
schools of the State will never reach that degree of 
efficiency which the State has a right to demand, and 
which is expected from the generous provision made for 
their support by the people, until this evil is corrected. 
Some standard of qualification should be insisted upon, 
and the power of removal in case of the election of a 
person not possessing ‘these qualifications should be 
vested in the State Superintendent. 

A. bill was prepared by this department and pre- 
sented to the Legislature early in its present session 
providing an educational qualification on the part of 
candidates for the office of school commissioner. It 
carried with it a proposition for an increase in the salary 
of commissioners throughout the State. I am well 
aware that men of sufficient judgment, education, intel- 
ligence and integrity can not always be obtained at the 
meagre salary now provided by law. The salary has 
for many years remained as at present, and probably 
no.raising of the standard is desirable until the Legisla- 
ture provides for an increase in compensation. I confess 
that I have been somewhat disappointed at the attitude 
of the commissioners with reference to this proposed 
legislation. The result of the opposition presented by 
them was that the bill was allowed to remain in the 
Senate committee and nothing has been accomplished 
beyond calling public attention to the matter. At the 
time this legislation was pending, and while it was 
being opposed by the school commissioners of the State, 
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certain grave irregularities with reference to the uni- 
form examinations as conducted in some of the com- 
missioner districts of the State were brought to light, 
and investigations are now pending in this department 
to remedy these evils. -It is with the utmost difficulty 
that I am able to procure reports of visitation — the 
field of the greatest efficiency in the work of a commis- 
sioner — from some of these officers. The uniform sys- 
tem of examinations, if honestly conducted, without 
doubt, is the wisest system that has yet been inaugur- 
ated in the educational work of any State. If loosely 
conducted, if dishonest practices are permitted, if 
favoritism is shown in the conducting of the same, the 
inevitable result will be to weaken the whole system 
and bring it into disrepute. 

I earnestly recommend that the Legislature at its 
next session enact some provision similar in character 
to that presented by the bill herein referred to. Inas- 
much as there is no election of school commissioners 
after the year 1896 until the year 1899, this provision 
should be made to take effect January 1, 1899, thus giv- 
ing ample notice to all candidates of the requirements 
thereof and enabling them to meet them. The standard 
should not be too high, but ought at least to be based 
upon an educational qualification, and should not be 
satisfied with experience alone in office. I am con- 
vinced that the Legislature ought not, and will not, 
increase the salary of commissioners until some provis- 
ion of this character is insisted upon. From a long 
acquaintance with the school system of the State I am 
satisfied that there are some commissioners in office 
to-day who will doubtless be re-elected at the approach- 
ing election, whose connection with the schools is not 
an uplifting influence to the system, and whatever quali- 
fication the Legislature may see fit to require, one at 
least should be an educational qualification. No amount 
of experience should take the place of a reasonable 
common school education. 

If there are constitutional objections to the principle 
of requiring an educational qualification of an elected 
officer, these could be remedied by vesting the power 
of appointment in the county judge, boards of supervis- 
ors or other officer, as is done in many of the States, 
thus throwing some safeguard around the qualifica- 
tions of persons eligible to appointment. In any 
event, it is hoped that the people will be careful to 
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nominate candidates for the office who will honor the 
position, and who are fitted for the work of intelligent 
and helpful supervision. 


Consolidation of School Districts 


I can not refrain from again calling the attention of 
the public to the matter of the consolidation of weak 
rural districts. There are 2,751 school districts in the 
State where the total resident population of school age 
is less than twenty, and there are 502 districts in the 
State where the total resident school population is less 
than ten. There were 7,529 school districts in this 
State where the average attendance upon instruction in 
the public schools during the last school year varied 
from one to twenty pupils, while there were 2,983 dis- 
tricts in the State where the average daily attendance 
during the past school year was less than ten students. 
To maintain a school, provide proper facilities, and 
employ a teacher for so small a number of students is 
manifestly a perversion of that aid which the people so 
generously accord the educational interests of the State. 

In 1860 the school population of the State outside of 
its cities was 894,482. At the close of the school year 
of 1895 the school population of the State outside of its 
cities and villages containing upwards of 10,000 people 
was 609,146 — a decrease of 285,286, or upwards of 31 
per cent., while the number of school districts in 1860 
was 11,358. While the number of school children has 
decreased during that time nearly one-third, there has 
been substantially no decrease in the number of rural 
districts. It needs no argument to show that the anti- 
quated school district system which served the people. 
so well in 1860 has outgrown its usefulness, and that if 
the State of New York desires to keep pace with adjoin- 
ing States in the advancement of her educational inter- 
ests some new system must be devised. 

The township system, or some unit larger than the 
present system, in my judgment, is the only solution of 
the difficulty, and until the State shall have adopted 
that system, its rural schools will continue to decline 
in efficiency. There is, in my opinion, no better school 
in America than the union free school and village school 
of our State, but the results there obtained can not pos- 
sibly be achieved in the weak rural districts where 
the average attendance is less than twenty pupils, 
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and as shown above in nearly 3,000 districts, less than 
ten. The ambitions and rivalries of the students — 
incentives to greater exertion on the part of the pupils— 
which prevailed thirty-five years ago in these country 
districts no longer exist. The school is lifeless, can not 
be graded, there is little enthusiasm among the students 
_ and that activity and earnestness which comes from 
numbers is entirely lacking. 

I need not call attention to the inequality of taxation 
so carefully presented by my predecessor in his last 
annual report. The case was fully presented by him, 
and must be apparent to the most casual observer of our 
school system. But the effect of the tendency of the 
people of to-day to gather in centers of population, upon 
the school itself and its efficiency has, perhaps, not been 
sufficiently considered. 

My attention has been called to many districts of the 
State that have maintained a teacher during the past 
school year by the State teachers’ quota of $100 appor- 
tioned to each district maintaining a teacher for a 
period of thirty-two weeks, where there have been no 
students whatever in attendance. The property in that 
district thereby escapes all taxation for school pur- 
poses, while in the adjoining district property of the 
same valuation is sometimes very largely taxed to pro- 
vide the school facilities, and the State aid to that 
school is diminished by the teachers’ quota, which some 
inhabitant of an adjoining district simply absorbs with- 
out rendering any service whatever to the wards of the 
State. If New York hopes to maintain her pre-emi- 
nence in educational matters, this wrong must be 
righted. In my judgment it can never be under the 
existing district system. I earnestly bespeak the care- 
ful consideration of this problem on the part of legis- 
lators and people interested in the school system of the 
State. Until relief shall have been obtained, however, 
by legislation in this direction, these districts should be 
consolidated with adjoining districts. I have caused 
to be prepared a bill, which has been presented to the 
Legislature at its present session, greatly facilitating Pupils to be 
such consolidation, and also providing for the transpor- ‘@nsported 
tation of pupils where such consolidation will make °° *y°ns° 
necessary long distances to be traveled by the pupils. © 
Should this proposition meet with legislative and execu- 
tive approval, I look for a substantial improvement in 
the school facilities of many of our rural districts. This 
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relief is but tentative, and the full measure of improve- 
ment to which the pupils of the rural districts, as well 
as the taxpayers therein, are entitled will only come by 
the adoption of some system of district representation 
other than that which now exists. 


Department Printing 


Some radical reform should be speedily instituted 
in the method of providing for printing required in the 
various departments of the State. The present method 
is too expensive and very unsatisfactory. It is not the 
fault of the contractors; the difficulty lies in the laws 
which permit “ unbalanced bids.” In most cases the 
expense of printing blanks necessary for public use is 
a burden upon the departments and cripples the vari- 
ous funds appropriated for proper administration. The 
contracts are made at a certain price for blanks, re- 
gardless of their size. Were all the blanks used in the 
various departments of the largest size, the result 
would not be so unsatisfactory, but where a very large 
proportion of the blanks are of small size, the prices 
paid are entirely beyond reason. This department 
uses about 300,000 blanks of 250 different kinds annu- 
ally, nearly all of which are small. The present price 
is eight dollars and ninety cents per thousand. In 
almost every case the blanks could be printed for two 
dollars to three dollars and fifty cents per thousand, if 
the department could be authorized to secure its print- 
ing at the lowest rates. If this authority were given, it 
would result in a general saving of from thirty to sey- 
enty-five per cent. in the cost of printing in this depart- 
ment and a corresponding saving in all the departments 
of the State government. 


Biennial School Census 


Chapter 550 of the Laws of 1895 provided for taking 
a school census during the month of October, 1895, and 
every two years thereafter, in cities and towns having 
a population of 10,000 and upwards. This duty de 
volved upon this department, and early in October 
instructions were sent to the superintendents and 
boards of education of all cities and of the seven vil- 
lages whose population exceeded the minimum limit. 
In accordance with these instructions the enumera- 
tion was begun under the supervision of the local 
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authorities, and in the great majority of cities was 
finished within the month. The facts to be ascer- 
tained were, in the language of the statute: “The 
names and ages of‘all persons between the ages of 
4 and 16; the number of persons in each town or city 
coming within the application of this law between the 
ages of 12 and 21 years that are unable to read or 
write; the number of persons over 4 and under 16 
years of age who do not attend school because they 
are obliged to work within school hours; the number 
of persons between 4 and 16 who are attending other 
than public schools; and such other facts as in his judg- 
ment may be of importance in securing the information 
needed to carry out the requirements of article 9, sec- 
tion 1 of the State Constitution, or for the improvement 
of the common school system.” 

Under the discretionary power vested in me by the 
last clause, the names and ages of all persons be- 
tween the ages of 4 and 21 were ordered taken so that 
a complete census of all persons within the statutory 
school age might be available. 

The enumerators were appointed by me in accord- 
ance with the provisions of the statute, usually upon 
the recommendations of the superintendents of schools 
in their respective cities or the boards of education. 
In two cities the census enumeration was made by 
public school teachers and in two others by their respec- 
tive police departments. As a rule, we believe that 
the census was taken with great care and in many 
instances special pains was taken by the city super- 
intendent to verify and correct seeming inaccuracies. 
The greatest discrepancy appears to be in the city of 
New York, which returns as the total number of per- 
sons between the ages of 4 and 21 residing within the 
city, 448,493. The estimate of the superintendent of 
public schools for that city, made July 31, 1895, and 
based upon the enumerations made by the city author- 
ities, places such number as 540,000.. Whether this 
wide divergence is due to inaccuracies in former cep- 
suses or in this, is a matter of doubt, but it would 
seem only fair to place a certain percentage of error 
in the school census. Judging from the experience 
of this census we doubt the advisability of having it 
taken by the police departments, and consider that 
more accurate results can be obtained by specially 
appointed enumerators. The increase in expense 
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which might. be involved by the latter method would 
be fully met, in our opinion, by the increased value of 
accurate and trustworthy information. Taking the 
census aS a whole, however, we feel that it has been 
taken with a great degree of care and have no reason 
to question the reliability of a great majority of the 
returns. 

In addition to the mere enumeration of persons be- 
tween the ages of 4 and 21, many facts were obtained 
which specially applied to the enforcement of the 
compulsory education law. The total attendance in 
the public schools of the State for the cities and villages 
above referred to is 480,285. The total number attend- 
ing other than public schools is 162,225. The num- 
ber of children between the ages of 8 and 16, the limits 
of the compulsory education law, who were employed, 
is 57,032. The number of truants between the same 
ages is 7,039. Between the ages of 4 and 8, there are 
also 149,291 children who are out of school for various 
reasons, but who are not to be considered either as 
employed or truant. 

The number of defective children returned, between 
the ages of 4 and 21, is as follows: Deaf and dumb, 
1,486; blind, 256. 

The number between the ages of 12 and 21 who are 
not able to read or write English is 9,312. The num- 
ber between the same ages who are not able to speak 
English is 5,360. 


Compulsory Education Law 


Upon assuming the duties of my office I found that 
little progress had been made in enforcing the com- 
pulsory education law. 

As authorized and empowered by the said law, I 
employed assistants to properly carry into effect its 
various provisions. Since the opening of the present 
school year three such assistants have visited all of the 
cities and many of the union free school districts of 
the State, and have carefully investigated the extent 
to which the law is complied with. The weekly reports 
which they have rendered to me state that the law is 
everywhere received with favor and that the results 
obtained from a wise and vigorous enforcement of the 
same are extremely gratifying. 
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While attendance officers have been appointed in 
the cities and union free school districts as re- 
quired by the law, wise selections have not always 
been made. The true appreciation of the valuable ser- 
vices a good attendance officer can render to a com- 
munity must of necessity be a matter of growth and 
education, but school authorities, in the selection of 
such officers, will do well to bear in mind that their 
duties are not only to arrest and return to school 
children absent from instruction, but also to lead 
parents to comprehend the real benefits of the law and 
to lend their hearty co-operation to its enforcement. 
Good service is always worthy of fair compensation, 
and these officers should be treated with that reason- 
able liberality, which will assure cheerful and faith- 
ful service. A fixed monthly or annual salary is 
recommended rather than employment by the hour or 
at so much a head or visit. 

It could hardly be expected that a law so broad and 
far-reaching in its results would be perfect, and I 
desire to call the attention of the Legislature to a 
few defects that have appeared in the progress of its 
enforcement during the past year. 

- First. Under the duties of persons in parental rela- 
tion to children.—As the law now reads, parents too 
easily shift the responsibility of causing their children 
to attend upon instruction by merely giving notice to 
the school authorities of their inability so to do. I 
urge that this section be so amended as to require 
proof by affidavit of the parent’s inability to cause his 
child to attend upon instruction. 

Second. The most marked defect in the law is the 
lack of provision for appointing attendance officers 
for common school districts. I, therefore, recom- 
mend that section 7 be so amended that the town 
boards shall appoint attendance officers, whose juris- 
diction shall extend over all school districts in. the 
town not otherwise provided with such an officer, and 
that his compensation be a town charge. 

I would further recommend that those committing 
any child to a truant school shall have authority, in 
their discretion, to parole at any time any truant so 
committed by them. Also that the expense attend- 
ing the commitment and the cost of maintenance of 
any truant residing in any city, or district employing 
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a superintendent of schools, shall be a charge againsv 
such city or village, and in all other cases shall be a 
county charge. This will remove the principal objec- 
tion advanced by the poor and weak districts to the 
enforcement of the law. 

The greatest hindrance to a proper enforcement of 
the law arises from our cumbersome district system. 

To properly inspect the nearly 12,000 school dis- 
tricts of the State is an impossibility, and to secure 
annual reports from a like number of boards of trus- 
tees is unnecessarily expensive and unsatisfactory. 

I once again urge the adoption of the township sys- 
tem, by which the greatest obstacles to the proper 
enforcement of this very beneficent law will be 
removed. 


Examination and Licensing of Teachers 


Over eight years have elapsed since the uniform sys- 
tem, of examinations for determining the qualifications 
of teachers was put in operation. It was voluntarily 
adopted by sixty-five school commissioners in Septem- 
ber, 1887. The number of volunteers gradually 
increased as the advantages and success of the system 
became known, until July 17, 1888, when Superintend- 
ent Draper announced that every commissioner in the 
State had voluntarily adopted the system. From that 
time until the passage of the revised consolidated school 
law of April, 1894, all commissioners were required 
under a regulation of the State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction to examine and license the teachers of their 
respective districts under the regulations adopted by 
this department. During this period the authority of 
the State Superintendent to require commissioners to 
examine and license teachers under the regulations pre- 
scribed by him was not seriously questioned. Superin- 
tendent Draper requested Attorney-General Tabor to 
express an opinion upon the legal right of the State 
Superintendent to exercise such authority. After giy- 
ing the law, and the regulations adopted by the Superin- 
tendent careful consideration, the Attorney-General 
prepared a written opinion sustaining the department 
and even declared it to be within the power of the State 
Superintendent to remove from office any school com- 
missioner who failed or refused to comply with the 
regulations adopted by the Superintendent. Whatever 
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doubt may have existed in relation to the authority of 
the State Superintendent in this matter was removed 
upon the passage of the revised consolidated school 
law. Subdivision 5 of section 18 of title V of that law, 
in defining the powers and duties of school commission- 
ers, provides as follows: “To examine, under such 
rules and regulations as have been or may be prescribed 
_ by the Superintendent of Public Instruction, persons 
proposing to teach common schools within his district 
* * * and if he find them qualified, to grant them 
certificates in the forms which are or may be prescribed 
by the Superintendent.” It will be observed from the 
law above quoted that it is the duty of the State Super- 
intendent to provide rules and regulations under which 
commissioners must examine and license their teachers. 
In exercising this duty, the State Superintendent has 
prescribed the uniform system of examinations. 

The school commissioners of this State have jurisdic- 
tion over all the public schools in the State outside of 
cities, and the teachers employed in these schools are 
licensed upon a uniform standard adopted by the State 
Superintendent, except the teachers in school districts 
organized many years ago under special acts of the 
Legislature. There are about fifteen school commis- 
sioner districtsin the Statein whichare located from one 
to three school districts, which were organized under 
these special acts of the Legislature, in which the board 
of trustees is given power under such laws to examine 
and license their teachers. This is an unfortunate con- 
dition. The licensing power should never be given to 
the authority that employs teachers. There is no valid 
reason why one school district in any county should be 
singled out from all other districts and granted privi- 
leges denied every other district in the State. The 
special acts relating to these districts should be 
amended, and the power of the school boards of these 
school districts to examine and license their teachers 
revoked. The teachers of such school districts should 
be required to obtain their certificates of qualification 

in the same manner and upon the same basis as the 
teachers of all other school districts in the State. To 
avoid all friction and embarrassment, we should have 
one system of determining the qualifications of our 
teachers, and that system should apply to every schoo} 
district and to every teacher in the State. 
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It is just as essential that the examination and licens- 
ing of teachers employed in the public schools in the 
cities of the State should be under State supervision 
as it is that the same work in school commissioner dis- 
tricts should be under the supervision of the State 
department. The same evils and abuses that existed 
in the rural districts when the examination and licens- 
ing of teachers was under the sole direction of school 
commissioners, exist to some extent in many of the 
cities of this State. Unscrupulous and designing poli- 
ticians, who are members of boards of education, often 
defeat the desires and efforts of city superintendents to 
raise the standard of qualification of the teaching force 
under their jurisdiction. 

There has been no uniform standard of qualifications 
for teachers in the cities of this State. The charter 
granted by the State Legislature to each of the cities 
of this State, or the special school acts of cities, deter- 
mine in what manner the teachers of each of such cities 
shall be examined and licensed. The method pre- 
scribed by most of the city charters or these 
special school acts, has been to vest the power to 
examine and license teachers in the local school 
board and city superintendent. In some cities the 
charter has provided that these local officers shall 
examine and license their teachers under such rules 
and regulations as shall be prescribed by the State 
Superintendent. And in all such cities the uniform ~ 
system of examinations prescribed for school commis- 
sioner districts has been adopted. These cities are 
Mount Vernon, Gloversville, Johnstown, Little Falls, 
Amsterdam and Olean. In many of the other cities 
over which thig Department has no authority so far as 
the examination and licensing of teachers is concerned, 
the local school authorities have voluntarily adopted 
the uniform system of examinations, so that in a major- 
ity of the cities of the State this system of examinations 
is now in operation. In these cities all teachers who 
are added to the force and who are not Normal school 
graduates, college graduates or the holders of State 
certificates are required to meet the qualifications pre- 
scribed under the uniform regulations. All teachers 
who have been engaged in the service for many years 
in the schools of the city in which they are now 
employed, and who are doing satisfactory work, are not 
required to submit to examination, but are continued 


SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 


‘on the certificates issued by the city authorities before 
the adoption of the uniform examination system. 

It has come to the attention of this department that 
in some cities which have voluntarily adopted this sys- 
tem of examinations, cases have arisen in which the 
regulations have been suspended by special resolution 
of the board of trustees in order that some influential 
members of the board may place in the teaching ser- 
vice of their city a person unable to obtain a certificate 
on a fair test of his qualifications. This is sufficient 
evidence to show that local authorities should not be 
given the power to certify to the qualifications of their 
teachers. The time has come when no person in city 
or rural schools should be permitted to enter the 
teaching profession upon any other test than fitness 
to perform the duties of a teacher. We do not wish 
to convey the belief that the teachers of our cities are 
not properly qualified. On the contrary we believe 
and know the great body of them to be competent, con- 
scientious, zealous and performing their full duty. 
But the fact that it is possible for an incompetent 
person to gain admission to the ranks of the profes- 
sion makes it incumbent upon those who have the 
school system in charge to provide some means to pre- 
vent it. The action of the Legislature of 1895, there- 
fore, in providing a uniform minimum standard of 
qualifications for teachers in the cities of this State, 
which is to go into effect January 1, 1897, was a great 
step in advance. 

I hold that not one dollar of the State’s money should 
be paid in district quotas for teachers employed in 
cities unless such teachers hold a certificate of some 
form issued under the regulations of the State De- 
partment of Public Instruction. During the school 
year ending July 31, 1895, 12,530 teachers were 
employed some portion of the school year in the public 
schools of the cities of this State, and the State had 
nothing to say in determining the qualifications of 
10,966 of these teachers, although the State paid over 
one and one-half million dollars to the cities of the 
State to be paid to these teachers for their services. 

During the past year it cost the people of this State 
for teachers’ salaries $12,908,834.68. In no branch of 
the civil service of the State would this amount of 
money be permitted to be paid without those receiving it 
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establishing to the satisfaction of the State that they 
were properly qualified to perform their duties. Even 
a porter or messenger in this department will not be 
permitted to draw his salary from the State treasury 
until the State Civil Service Commission certifies that 
he is competent to perform his duties. Any reason- 
able expense, therefore, incurred by the State to pro- 
vide a proper qualification for the teachers in her pub- 
lic schools is a matter of public economy. 

The influence which the adoption of the uniform sys- 
tem of examinations has had upon the educational 
work in this State was never more potent than at the 
present time. Its influence is felt in nearly every 
phase of the educational work of our State. It has 
filled to overflowing the normal schools of the State. 
Thousands of young men and women have found their 
way into the academies, union schools and high schools 
of the State in order that they may obtain the neces- 
sary scholarship to earn certificates. It has stim- 
ulated institute work and rendered this line of instruc- 
tion more practical and successful. It has created a 
demand for professional training and been the means 
of establishing teachers’ training classes upon proper 
bases. Through its influence a graded course of study 
has been formulated and is in use in a large number 
of rural schools broadening and rendering more use- 
ful the work of these schools. It has led every person 
desiring to enter the teaching service to know that the 
first requisite qualification of the teacher is scholar- 
ship and that it must be possessed before he will. be 
permitted to enter the profession. It has placed the 
work of teachers upon a professional basis and given 
the calling added respect and dignity. 

The efforts of this department will be directed 
toward placing the work of teaching upon a par with 
the other professions. But to do this, important 
changes must be made in some respects in our method 
of licensing teachers. In my opinion teachers should 
not be subject to so frequent examinations. They are 
required to submit to these tests too often. The less 
we examine, and the least restriction we place upon 
certificates when issued, the higher is the profession 
exalted and the greater is the value of the certificate. 
When teachers have once earned a second grade cer- 
tificate they should forever be exempt from examina- 
tion in the subjects required for a certificate of that 
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grade. If the present standard of a second grade cer- 
tificate is not sufficient for this purpose, it can be made 
so, and our teachers thus relieved of the useless worry 
and unnecessary strain over examinations, and given 
an opportunity to devote their time to more valuable 
work. One feature of the present system is narrowing. 
Second grade teachers are required every two years to 
submit to an examination of the same character and 
covering the same subjects. They are, therefore, com- 
pelled to devote what time they have for study to a 
review of the subjects included in the second grade 
examination. Their whole time is thus given to these 
subjects, and they are prevented from entering new 
fields of study and investigation. I would not make 
a second grade certificate valid for life, but would 
exempt the holder of such certificate from examination 
in the subjects required for a certificate of this grade, 
and upon the expiration of the time for which the cer- 
tificate was issued would require such teachers, if they 
desired to remain in the service, to pass an additional 
examination along the line of pedagogy, science, litera- 
ture, or some other advanced work not included in the 
work required for a second grade certificate. A plan 
of this kind would, in my opinion, meet with the 
approval of all progressive teachers. All worthy 
teachers desire to be better prepared for their work, 
and to be in touch with the spirit and methods of mod- 
ern educational ideas. Such teachers would be given 
this opportunity, while the drones who are unwilling to 
study and advance would be compelled to seek employ- 
ment in some other field of labor. 

It seems advisable for many reasons that all certifi- 
cates issued in this State shall expire upon some specific 
date, and that such date shall be July 31, or the end of 
the school year. Certificates should, therefore, be 
issued August 1st, and they would then be valid for 
complete school years. At present certificates may be 
issued on any date and expire in one, two or five years 
from the date on which they were issued, according to 
the grade of the certificate. Under this system thou- 
sands of certificates expire during the school year, while 
teachers are engaged inteaching. These teachers often 
fail to earn another certificate before the expiration of 
the certificate they hold, and they often teach several 
weeks while not duly certified, expecting to receive a 
certificate at the next examination to be held. Hun- 
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dreds of cases of this kind come before this department 
each year for adjustment, and it is necessary to issue 
temporary licenses to such teachers, or to excuse the 
default of trustees in employing them, in order to entitle 
the districts in which such teachers were employed to 
receive public money. If the plan above suggested 
should be adopted, in my opinion it would induce trus- 
tees to employ teachers for a full year; teachers would 
be duly qualified for a full year when entering into con- 
tracts with trustees; it would reduce the demand for 
temporary licenses to legitimate cases; it would sim- 
plify the records of this department and of school com- 
missioners’ offices and be of advantage to both teachers 
and school officers. This plan will be put in operation 
August 1, 1896. 

The school year ending July 31, 1895, is the first full 
year which has elapsed since the organization of a 
board of examiners in this department. During that 
year the answer papers submitted by applicants for 
certificates, and upon which all certificates issued were 
based, have been passed upon by this board of examin- 
ers. Seven examinations were held by school commis- 
sioners in their respective districts during the above- 
named period. These examinations were attended by 
23,342 different persons, and of this number 12,021 
failed to obtain certificates. It will thus be observed 


~ that over 50 per cent. of those who entered examinations 


did not possess the required scholarship to assume the 
duties of a teacher, and were refused certificates. Dur- 
ing the school year ending July 25, 1893, when these 
papers were marked by the school commissioners of the 
State, less than 6,000 persons were refused certificates, 
or one-half the number who failed to secure them dur- 
ing the past school year. The service rendered the 
State through this department in debarring these 
incompetent persons from the profession, can not be 
estimated. 

Important changes have been made in the regula- 
tions governing this system during the past year. It 
was the general opinion of school commissioners and 
educators that the requirements for third grade cer- 
tificates were too low and too narrow in their general 
scope. The opinion prevailed that many competent, 
expericnced teachers were driven from the work by 
inexperienced third-grade teachers, who were able to 
obtain certificates on the low standard prescribed. It 
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was, therefore, deemed advisable to advance the stand- 
ing required for a certificate of this grade to 75 per 
cent. and to include in the subjects required, American 
history and school law. School law has also been 
added to the required subjects for a certificate of the 
second grade, so that after August 1st next, no person 
_will be able to obtain a certificate who does not pass an 
examination in school law. It seems fair to us to 
insist that no person shall assume the duties of a 
teacher who does not possess ordinary knowledge of the 
legal rights and duties of a teacher and the relation of 
a teacher to the school and its patrons. The examina- 
tions in this subject will not be rigid and will not 
involve any of the technical points of school law, but 
will relate to such questions as teachers are required 
to meet daily. 

Many of the union free schools and many of the large 
villages employing a village superintendent, but 
whose teachers are licensed by school commissioners 
haying jurisdiction, employ special teachers who give 
their whole time to some particular subject. These 
teachers have been heretofore required to obtain 
regular certificates under the uniform system of 
examinations, and to pass the same examination in 
subject matter, which has been required of all other 
teachers. Many complaints have been made by these 
special teachers to this department of the injustice of 
this plan, and it seems to me that their complaints 
have not been made without valid grounds. It has, 
therefore, been deemed advisable to provide some 
relief for these teachers and to issue special certifi- 
eates which will entitle them to pursue some one of 
these special lines of work, which shall be designated 
in the certificate, but that such certificate shall not 
entitle them to teach any other branch in public 
schools than that named in the certificate. These cer- 
tificates are issued by school commissioners to candi- 
dates who have met the requirements under the same 
rules that first, second and third grade certificates are 
issued, and the regulations relative to the indorse- 
ment of first and second grade certificates also apply 
to these special certificates. 

To be eligible to receive a drawing certificate, a 
teacher must have had at least one year’s successful 
experience in teaching in public schools, or in lieu of 
guch experience must have had at least one year’s 
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work in professional training in a normal school of this 
State or a training class under the regulations of this 
department, and must also attain the standing re- 
quired in all subjects for a third grade certificate under 
the uniform system of examinations, and in addition 
thereto, must attain a standing of at least 75 per cent. 
on a special paper in drawing. These certificates, 
when issued, are valid for a period of three years, and 
upon their expiration may be renewed by any school 
commissioner in the State without examination, pro- 
vided the holder of such certificate has taught under it 
successfully for the full period of three years for which 
it was originally issued. 

To be eligible to enter an examination for a kinder- 
garten certificate, a candidate must have had at least 
one year’s professional training in kindergarten work 
in a State Normal school in this State, or in connection 
with a training class under the supervision of this 
department, or in some other institution approved by 
this department. Such candidate must also attain 
a standing of at least 75 per cent. in methods, school 
economy, history of education, art of questioning, and 
in any other special professional subject designated 
for training classes, and in addition thereto 75 per 
cent. in a special examination in the subject of kinder- 
garten work. These certificates, when issued, are valid 
for a period of three years, and upon their expiration 
may be renewed by a school commissioner on the same 
conditions under which drawing certificates are 
renewed. 

Vocal music certificates are issued to teachers with- 
out examination, but before such certificates can be 
issued applicants must establish to the satisfaction 
of the State Superintendent that they are qualified to 
teach vocal music. These certificates are issued for a 
period of three years and may be renewed on the same 
conditions under which drawing and kindergarten cer- 
tificates are renewed. However, a school district 
employing the holder of a music certificate for the full 
period of school for each day for the required number 
of days (160) shall be entitled to the full district quota. 
But if such teacher shall be employed for a shorter 
time than the full period each day, the district quota 
apportioned for such teacher will be in proportion to 
the time employed each day. 


SUPERINTENDENT’S Report 
The State’s Relations with Cornell University 


The attention of the Legislature is directed to the 
recent constitutional increase in the number of 
Assembly districts in the State, in connection with the 
free scholarships in Cornell university. The new con- 
stitution makes 150 Assembly districts, but I feel com- 
pelled to administer my department, so far as the 
Assembly district scholarships in Cornell university 
are concerned, as though the old constitutional divis- 
ion of 128 districts still remained. This causes some 
difficulty at the present time, and unless remedial 
legislation is adopted, it may cause embarrassment. I 
willingly bear testimony to the generous spirit in 
which Cornell university has fulfilled its charter obli- 
gations to the State. The original charter of the 
university (enacted April 27, 1865,) provided that the 
University should “ annually receive students, One 
from each Assembly district of the State * * 
free of any tuition fee.” The university authorities 
were disposed to construe the intention of. the Legis- 
lature to mean free instruction to one student at a 
time, but not more, from each of the Assembly dis- 
tricts of the State. But when the State authorities 
insisted that the university should keep each of these 
scholars four years, the university shouldered the 
additional burden and loyally acquiesced in the ar- 
rangement. This made 512 free scholarships. Up to 
1886, however, not half of these 512 scholarships were 
filled. But in May, 1887, a law was passed providing 
for the award of scholarships left vacant in any Assem- 
bly district to candidates in other districts, so that the 
full quota of 512 free State students might be main- 
tained. As a result of this legislation every entering 
class at Cornell university contains 128 free State 
scholars, and if any of them leave before graduation 
the Superintendent cf Public Instruction has authority 
to fill the vacancies from eligible names on the list of 
contemporaneous competitors. In round numbers the 
free scholars at Cornell university make about one- 

third of the entire student body. And as the annual 
- outlay for the education of the students of Cornell is 
about $500,000, it will be seen that the university 
spends annually about $150,000 to educate free stu- 
dents from the State of New York. 
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During the year 1894-5 the average number of stu- 
dents in the university throughout the year was 1,505. 
The average number of State scholarships for the same 

Ratioof period was 420. The per cent. of State scholarships 

ey yo Was 27.90. The total, university expenses were 

State schol- $481,744.96, and the amount equitably chargeable to the 

ars State for education given to State scholars is: 
$134,306.84. The income from the college land scrip 
fund was $19,000. No appropriation from the treasury 
of the State of New York has ever been made for the 
maintenance of Cornell University. What the State 
has done is to hand over to the institution the income of 
the aforesaid land grant college fund. In computing 
the number of free State scholars, it seemed best to 
take, not the number of those enrolled for longer or 
shorter periods throughout the year, but the average 
number in actual attendance for the entire year. Stu- 
dents after registering in the university sometimes 
withdraw on account of ill-health or from lack of funds 
or from inability to keep up with their classes; but in all 
such cases-a State scholar is permitted to retain his 
scholarship. The number of State scholars, therefore, 
actually enrolled for any year is considerably in advance 
of the average numbers given above as attending 
throughout the entire year. And, as I have already 
said, every freshman class contains 128 free State schol- 
ars, who are entitled to four years’ free tuition, and 
whose places, if they withdraw permanently from the 
university, can be filled by the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction from his eligible list. 

In view of the generous spirit in which the univer- 
sity has fulfilled all its obligations, it can not be 
expected, nor would it be just to ask, that the university 

Increase — should now increase the number of free Assembly dis-' 
not just’ trict scholarships from 512 to 600 without some kind of 
without an compensation or equivalent. Indeed, even if the uni- 
versity saw no objection in theory to increasing the free 
Assembly district scholarships from 512 to 600, I know 
from my observation as an ev-officio trustee of the insti- 
tution that it would be in practice impossible for it to 
make the arrangement, as its available income is 
already mortgaged for carrying on the work of instruc- 
tion to which it is already committed. And as this 
arrangement is at once unjust and impossible, it should 
no longer be considered. Various suggestions have 
been made for overcoming the embarrassment arising 


equivalent 
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from the constitutional increase in the number of 
Assembly districts. It has been suggested, for ex- 
ample, that the State should make an annual appropria- 
tion to compensate the university for the eighty-eight 
additional scholarships consequent upon the increase 
from 512 to 600. But I doubt the wisdom of this 
_ arrangement, and I understand that the university does 
not desire it. 

I have had several conferences with the university 
authorities upon the subject. An arrangement has 
suggested itself which seems wise and equitable, and 
which I cordially commend to the consideration of the 
Legislature. It contemplates that Cornell University 
shall voluntarily increase the number of free Assembly 
district scholarships from 512 to 600, and that the State 
shall establish at Cornell University a State pedagogi- 
cal department or school of pedagogy, for the profes- 
sional training of college graduates and others of equiv- 
alent standing in the theory and practice of education, 
thus training them for positions as teachers in high 
schools, academies, normal schools or as superintend- 
ents of schools. This.school of pedagogy would be dis- 
tinguished from our existing normal schools by the 
fact that it would deal only with college graduates, 
while the existing normal schools are intended for pro- 
fessional training of teachers of the elementary 
schools. 

It is apparent that the greatest gainer by this 
arrangement would be the school system of the State. 
Indeed, such an institution as the one proposed will, in 
the near future, be found necessary. The State of New 
York, by chapter 1031 of the Laws of 1895, directed that 
“no person shall be employed or licensed to teach in the 
primary or grammar schools of any city” unless he has 
“oraduated from a high school or academy having a 
course of study of not less than three years,” nor, fur- 
ther, any one who “subsequently to such graduation, 
has not graduated from a school or class for the pro- 
fessional training of teachers, having a course of study 
of not less than thirty-eight weeks.” It is thus recog- 
nized that the high school and the training class or nor- 
mal school are the fountain-heads of all proper elemen- 
_ tary education. If the teacher in a primary school must 
graduate from a high school, the intention of the law 
can be carried out only when the teachers employed in 
the high school are fully competent; for otherwise the 
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graduate thereof will not have attained that degree and 
kind of education contemplated by the law quoted. It 
is equally obvious by what rule the competence of a 
high school teacher should be determined. If, as the 
Higher Legislature has indirectly declared, a primary teacher 
pee ia competent, only when he is a graduate of the school 
maandea sor of the next higher grade, and also of a school of profes- 
higher posi-Sional. training, then, by the same rule, a secondary 
tions teacher is competent only when he has graduated from 
a school of the next higher grade, that is, of collegiate 
grade, and has received his proportionate share of pro- 
fessional training in a school likewise of higher grade. 
If, then, the laws already on our statute books are to be 
carried out as they were intended to be, there must be 
provided for the teachers in our high schools and nor- 
mal schools and for the superintendents of schools 
proper centers for liberal and professional training. 
The former, the school of liberal training, needs no fur- 
ther consideration, for the State is dotted with colleges. 
Several of these colleges have already established peda- 
gogical departments, and it is my purpose to provide a 
plan for licensing their graduates to teach. These 
institutions, however, Columbia College and Uni- 
versity excepted, can not afford the same opportunity 
for liberal training in the science of education as would 
be furnished by a university where the industrial arts 
and all the sciences are taught equally in degree and in 
kind with the liberal arts. The colleges are largely sec- 
tarian and are not co-educational. That the ideal peda- 
gogical school must be non-sectarian needs no argu- 
ment; that it should be co-educational is evident from 
the fact that five-sixths of the teachers of our State are 
women. Therefore, in view of the fact that Cornell 
University completely fulfills all the necessary condi- 
tions and is, through the 512 free scholarships, closely 
Recommen-allied to the State, I respectfully recommend that a 
Sue i Stake college of pedagogy be established in connection 
of Pedagogy With that university. And since the university authori- 
and the rea-ties have indicated a willingness to accept cheerfully 
sons there- the additional expense of increasing the number of 
aur State scholarships from 512 to 600, in return for the 
location of the proposed State teachers’ college at Cor- 
nell, I feel there can be no doubt of the wisdom of so 
doing. The method of affiliation of the proposed State 
teachers’ college with Cornell University would give no 
difficulty, as there is a precedent in the act providing 
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for the administration of the State Veterinary College, 
which directs that all buildings, furniture, apparatus 
and other property furnished by the State shall remain 
the property of the State, and shall be merely adminis- 
tered by the authorities of the university, and that the 
university shall receive no income, profits or compensa- 
tion, but that all moneys or other property received for 
tuition or from other sources shall be the property of 
the State, and shall be kept in a separate fund. Noris 
it without precedent to vest the administration of the 
proposed State teachers’ college in the board of trus- 
tees of Cornell University, inasmuch as the administra- 
tion of the State normal schools is now vested in local 
boards. 
It is next to be noted in this connection that the city 
of Ithaca is and has been desirous of having a State 
Normal school located at that place. While I can not 
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twelve existing Normal schools located elsewhere in 
the State, I may well recommend the location at 
Ithaca of a State Normal school or teachers’college of 
such peculiar functions as I have been at pains to 
describe, an institution which, founded under the con- 
ditions recommended, would cost little, if any, more 
than an ordinary State Normal school, and would give 
the highest pedagogical training to college graduates, 
and others of equal standing. 


Teachers’ Institutes and Training Classes 


Much has been said in recent times of the low con- 
dition of the rural schools. There is only one way 
in which to change these conditions, and that is to 
make the teachers capable of doing that which they 
undertake. The question of good schools in the rural 
districts is largely a question of good teachers for 
these schools. Good teachers become such in two 
ways, namely, by experience gained after years of 
practice, or by training at the hands of skilled instruc- 
tors. In no other State is more care given to the 
subject of training teachers than in our own. No 
State in the Union affords such extended facilities for 
this training as does New York. The Normal schools, 
teachers’ training classes and teachers’ institutes all 
contribute to this end. The training of teachers 
through these three agencies is the most important 
work of the elementary school system. 
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As early as 1834 the Legislature recognized the im- 
portance of this fact and made a special appropriation 


Legislation for this purpose. Successive Legislatures have, by 
on the sub- encouraging legislation, made the normal schools and 


ject 


teachers’ training classes more effective. In 1895 the 
Legislature went a step farther than any of its pre- 
decessors and placed upon the statute books a law 
appropriating $100,000 from the free school fund to 
enable our cities to carry out an additional provision, 
making it obligatory upon their school authorities to 


- employ only profesionally trained teachers after Jan- 


uary 1, 1897. This legislation placed the Empire 
State far in the lead of her sister States in the training 
of teachers. At the meeting of the National Educa- 
tional Association at Denver last July, this law was 
characterized by the best educators of the country as 
the greatest advance in educational progress that had 


. been made within a quarter of a century. The law ex- 


tends in influence far beyond the borders of our own 


Opinions of State. Letters of inquiry concerning its provisions 
other Statesfrom many sources are received at this department, and 
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copies of the law have been sent to every State in 
the Union. State Superintendent Henry Sabin, of 
Iowa, in making his annual report, quotes the law in 
full and does our State the honor to embody in such 
report the requirements and regulations of this depart- 
ment governing our teachers’ training classes. 

He says: “ We have taken much pains to investi- 
gate this feature of the New York school law with a 
view to determine its adaptability to our wants in Iowa. 
The comments from those who have a practical knowl- 
edge of its workings are so favorable that we feel war- 
ranted in recommending a calm and candid consider- 
ation of its merits.” 

The importance of the work done in these classes 
has been fully demonstrated. If 100 schools shall be- 
come centers for the training of teachers, under the 
provisions of title XI, of chapter 556 of the Laws of 
1894, and the cities shall, under the provisions of 
chapter 1031 of the Laws of 1895, establish training 
classes, the State may confidently hope that it has 
provided for a satisfactory solution of the greatest 
problem of education, viz., How shall the State secure 
trained teachers in its elementary schools. By fixing 
the standard for admission reasonably high, by ap- 
proving only trained teachers to instruct the classes 
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and by closely supervising the work I hope to be able, 
in my next report, to show such progress in this work 
that the results shall fully vindicate the wisdom of the 
law. 

While the Normal schools and training classes are 
training teachers to fill the vacancies which occur 
every year, the teachers’ institutes are performing’ an 
equally important part in the educational work of the 
State. In the 108 institutes held during the year, 
16,342 teachers received instruction in subject matter 
and methods of imparting knowledge. This is a 
larger number than have attended the institutes in 
any previous year. The attendance of teachers has 
been almost perfect. Not only this, but thousands of 
these teachers received new life and new inspiration 
for their work, and thousands of citizens not members 
of the institutes were made acquainted with matters 
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munities in which the institutes are held experience a 
kind of educational revival and the results for good are 
more far-reaching than is calculable. The evening lec. 
tures in connection with the institutes by prominent 
educators are both interesting and instructive. It not 
infrequently happens that these lectures are attended by 
more persons than can be accommodated by the largest 
audience rooms in the villages in which the institutes 
are held. The lecturers often report audiences of 
from 800 to 1,000, and occasionally more. 

Such marked improvement has taken place in this 
branch of educational work during the past few years, 
that communities exempted by law from sending their 
teachers to the institutes are asking the department 
to provide institutes for them, or are closing their 
schools at the time of the regular institute and requir- 
ing their teachers to attend. Through the medium of 
teachers’ institutes the department keeps in touch 
with all the educational forces of the State. The em- 
ployment of a regular corps of institute instructors is 
recognized as one of the surest means of making this 
work effective. The men and women employed are 
peculiarly skilled in performing the duties which 
devolve upon them. The instruction given is care- 
fully prepared and adapted to the needs of the teach- 
ers, who are furnished in advance with programs of 
the work. 
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From one end of the State to the other come so many 
words of commendation for our institutes that I am 
abundantly able to congratulate the State upon the 
efficiency of this work and to recommend the extension 
of their benefits to district school officers. I believe 
nothing more salutary could be done to improve the 
conduct of school business throughout the State than 
to devote one or more periods of each institute to the 
deliberate presentation and discussion of subjects of 
interest to school trustees and members of boards of 
education, and making the expenses for such attend- 
ance a tax upon the school districts. Disputes arising 
from ignorance of school law would seldom occur, and 
irregularities which now cost in the aggregate thou- 
sands of dollars, directly or indirectly, would be 
avoided. At the same time intelligent care of school 
property, and a legal conduct of school affairs would 
materially aid in making our rural schools what they 
should be. 

Appeals 


In 1822 the right of appeal to the Superintendent of 
Common Schools was given, and since then, except from 
1841 to 1847, during which period appeals in the first 
instance were brought to county superintendents and 
from whose decisions an appeal could be brought to the 
State Superintendent, such right of appeal to the State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction has existed. The 
Supreme Court of this State said, in Easton and others 
y. Colender, 11 Wendell, 91, that the provisions of law 
giving such right of appeal was intended for what it 
practically is, a cheap and expeditious mode of settling 
most, if not all, of the difficulties and disputes arising 
in the course of the execution of the school law. 

In the Consolidated School Law it is enacted that in 
any action against a school officer or officers, including 
supervisors of towns, in respect to their duties and — 
powers under said act (except suits for penalties and 
suits or proceedings to enforce the decisions of the State 
Superintendent), for any act performed by virtue of or 
under the color of their offices, or for any refusal or 
omission to perform any duty enjoined by law, and 
which might have been the subject of an appeal to the’ 
Superintendent, no costs shall be allowed to the plain- 
tiff, in cases where the court shall certify that it 
appeared on the trial that the defendants acted in good 
faith. 
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In matters relating to the public schools the remedy 
by appeal to the State Superintendent is preferable to 
a common law action, for the reason that the State 
Superintendent can dispose of all the questions con- 
nected with the case in a single decision; and where a 
proceeding is wrong he can reverse it. and also direct 
the appropriate remedy so as to afford redress to all 
persons who have been injuriously affected; while an 
action at law inures only to the benefit of the person 
who brings it, and gives to him pecuniary damages only, 
without substituting a correct proceeding in the place 
of an erroneous one. 

These appeals involve the examination and decision 
of a great number of questions of importance relating 
to the school districts in the State and to the proper 
performance by school officers of their duties. Among 
the questions involved are the action of school com- 
missioners, or their refusal to act, in the formation, 
alteration and dissolution of school districts, approval 
of school-house sites, and plans for heating, lighting 
and ventilating school buildings; condemnation of 
school-houses; annulment of certificate of teachers on 
charges of immoral conduct; the legality of proceed- 
ings had at school district meetings; the legality of the 
election of school district officers, and their eligibility 
to hold office; the legality in voting to levy taxes and 
appropriate money for school purposes, designation of 
new school-house sites, purchase of site, construction of 
school-houses or additions to school-houses, and the levy 
of taxes therefor in equal installments and the issue of 
bonds; contracts of trustees in the employment of 
teachers and dismissal of teachers, and failure to per- 
form contracts; assessment and collection of taxes; 
removal of trustees for willful violation and neglect of 
duty; withholding of public money from school dis- 
tricts for not complying with provisions of the school 
law; the execution of provisions of the compulsory edu- 
cation law. 

Under the rules of the department in relation to 
appeals, the testimony therein is presented in the form 
of affidavits, causing the papers so presented in the 
greater number of appeals to be very voluminous, and 
thereby requiring a large amount of time in their exami- 
nation. As under the provisions of the schoot law rela- 
tive to appeals, the decisions therein of the State Super- 
intendent of Public Instruction are final and conclusive 
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and not subject to question or review in any place or 
court whatever, more careful examination and con- 
sideration are given than would be if there existed any 
tribunal in which such decisions could be reviewed. 

The number of appeals brought to the State Superin- 
tendent increases yearly, and is likely to continue to 
increase. During the year 1895 decisions were made in 
112 appeals, aside from decisions upon application for 
rehearings of appeals, and interlocutory orders staying 
proceedings, removing school officers and the with- 
holding of public moneys. 


Courses of Study 


More and more there is a tendency to overcrowd 
courses of study. This tendency is not confined to 
schools of a particular class but is, perhaps, more 
marked in the higher grades. Our schools are evidently 
trying to cover too much ground within a specified time. 
Our children are being hurried forward too rapidly. 
This policy certainly tends toward superficiality. We 
are paying too little attention to a well-grounded 
preparation in what are usually denominated as 
essential or fundamental branches. Our children are 
hurrying too fast from one grade to another, from one 
subject to another, without mastering the successive 
steps by which they expect to rise. There is danger 
of our becoming a nation of poor spellers, readers 
and writers. Arithmetic, geography and grammar 
are thrown aside too early after insufficient study and 
pupils are hurried through essential subjects to give 
more time for experiments and fads. We are not 
teaching our pupils thoroughness. They rush through 
their terms and often graduate too young; more often 
carelessly educated, if we can really say they are edu- 
cated at all. Dr.Peabody has made the startling state- 
ment that pupils who left school sixty years ago were 
better fitted to meet the duties of life than the pupils 
who leave our schools in these later years. While we 
can not agree with this statement, it may well form a 
fruitful topic for thought and discussion. 

This subject is receiving public attention through dis- 
cussions and editorial comments in the press of the 
State and I take the liberty of giving the following 
quotation from one of our leading newspapers: 

“Tt is time that the true function of primary public 
schools should be understood. That is to give every 
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child a thorough grounding in the few simple rudiments 
of knowledge on which his own comfortable existence 
and his usefulness to the State largely depend. The 
simple fact may be faced that the majority of children 
can not obtain anything, more than common school 
training. They are entitled to receive that thoroughly. 
They should learn to read, write and spell, to have an 
intelligent conception of geography and a practical 
knowledge of arithmetic. That is the prime necessity. 
If in addition they can get some hints of science, well 
and good; but such study should not interfere with 
the teaching of the simpler branches, nor, if under- 
taken, should it consist of snatches of different sciences, 
the basic principles no one of which is lastingly and 
intelligently acquired. If the pupil is taught to ‘ read 
and write and cipher,’ and taught in the thorough and 
reasonably leisurely way which gives him mental dis- 
cipline and trains him to think, he will easily acquire 
knowledge of other subjects which either his tastes or 
his necessities may lead him to desire. If he goes slip- 
shod over the primary lessons, or is compelled to 
‘cram’ them unintelligently or to lumber his mind with 
undigested information on many topics, he is left with- 
out an adequate common school training and with a 
mind weakened for pursuing higher studies. 

“The results of such forcing are seen in every college 
class. A census of the number of boys who are deep in 
Greek and psychology and who cannot write a correct 
English paragraph or readily go through a simple 
mathematical process would amaze one who was 
not familiar with the collegian’s crudities. It is not his 
fault. The trouble lies with the system of his early 
teaching. He was bright. Instead of studying ‘ com- 
mon branches’ he was encouraged to learn a little 
astronomy, a bit of chemistry, how to hammer out fos- 
sils from the rocks, and a hundred other things about 
which he retains no really solid knowledge. When in 
college he tries to study any of these subjects seriously 
he has to start at the beginning, and all the time spent 
in school is wasted, except so far as it may have encour- 
aged habits of observation, and that might have been 
accomplished at léss expense. If the rudiments are not 
acquired in early school days they are not acquired at 

all? 

The most general criticism of our educational work 
to-day is lack of thoroughness and stability and the 
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failure to teach our boys and girls how to think for 
themselves, how to grasp ideas from which they are 
able to form conclusions. 


American History 


In connection with the consideration of the over- 
crowding of our courses of study, I beg to make a sug- 
gestion. If we could arrange our courses of study to 
eliminate some of the non-essentials and give more 
attention to the study of American history it would be 

More a wise movement in a proper direction. Especially in 

thorough these exciting times when our State, our nation and the 

drill needed. 041d are making history so rapidly, there is need in our 
schools of closer attention to the study of history which 
pertains to our State and nation. JI am convinced that 
a more thorough knowledge of the history of our coun- 
try will tend toward better citizenship, which, after all, 
is the true aim of our system of education. 

Those who seek to become teachers need a better 
grounded knowledge of simple historical facts. The 
examinationsof candidatesfor teachers have constantly 
shown a lamentable ignorance of common historical 
events. If it is true that our schools must make our 
citizens, then it follows that proper education means 
instruction in those subjects which are closely related 
to intelligent citizenship. 

I am tempted to give a few illustrations taken from 
actual answers in examinations in history which have 
been submitted to this department by those who are 
ambitious to become teachers: 

Some illus- The “underground railroad” was worked by means 

trations —_ of long chains placed under the ground. - They were not 
as numerous as the electric cars. The chains were end- 
less chains. 

French settled at Plymouth in 1620. 

The discovery of America, October 12th, arose from a 
New England custom. 

At the close of the Revolutionary war, in Buchanan’s 
administration, Louisiana was purchased. 

Washington’s army captured Quebec at the battle of 
Lake Champlain. 

Lincoln, President during the Mesican war. 


Course of Study for Common Schools 


A well-considered course of study, which points out 
the prominent features of the ground to be covered, pre- 
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sents the various steps in logical order of sequence, and 
shows each part in proper perspective, has long been 
considered a necessity by those who direct the affairs 
of academies and colleges and the closely-related 
branches of city schools, but the advantages of an 
orderly plan, which is so necessary to the highest human 
success, have been denied the rural and smaller village 
schools in this State. With the freedom of isolation 
came the aimlessness and indifference due to lack of 
incentive, of opportunity for emulation, and of a sug- 
gestion of anything above and beyond the modest 
school-house as possible of attainment. 

With the idea of preventing in a measure the inter- 
ruption and retrogression resulting from frequent 
change of teachers, providing for the prompt and con- 
tinued promotion of worthy pupils, and presenting a 
view of still higher paths leading, perhaps, through 
academy or college halls, certain school commissioners 
several years ago prepared a course for primary and 
grammar grades. By successive revisions, and par- 
ticularly by the preparation of an accompanying man- 
ual, a pamphlet of about forty pages, containing sug- 
gestions on classification, methods and numerous items 
commonly neglected, the value of this course was greatly 
enhanced, and by voluntary adoption it went into use 
in about ninety commissioner districts. 

At the last annual meeting of the State Association 
of School Commissioners and Superintendents, under 
whose official sanction the system had latterly been 
managed, the members desired to turn its supervision 
over to this department, believing that thus its bene- 
ficent provisions would have a wider and more effective 
application. I accepted the charge, with no intention 
whatever of establishing or perpetuating a rigid system 
which would restrain the aspiration or activity of any 
person, but in the hope of promoting order and progress, 
encouraging a broader and more extended culture, and 
more closely articulating the elementary and the 
advanced schools. 


Instruction in Principles of Agriculture 


Statistics show that sixty-eight per cent. of the popu- 
lation of the State reside in the cities. The cities 
possess seventy-two per cent. of the property of the 
State. The rapid growth in population in cities ex- 
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favor. It was passed to emphasize a widely prevailing 
sentiment in favor of temperance instruction, and it is 
safe to say that no special school law was ever more 
honestly or conscientiously enforced. ‘The depart- 
ment has never received an appeal on the ground that 
the law was being evaded or violated. In its construc- 
tion of the law of 1884, the department did not recom- 
mend instruction in physiology in the primary grades. 
The uniform ruling directed that the subject be taught 
under the usual local regulations governing other 
studies. . 

The following voluntary statement from John H. 
Ryder, of Richmondville, N. Y., must go far to prove 
that there was a faithful compliance with the 1884 law: 

‘T have been connected with the National ‘Temper- 
ance Publishing House, of New York city, for twenty- 
five years, and it has been my duty to visit the public 
schools of the State for the purpose of interesting teach- 
ers in temperance work and to inculcate temperance 
principles and ideas in the minds of our children. For 
several years I have visited annually about 100 public 
schools. JI have not found a school which I have visited 
in which the subject of physiology and hygiene, with 
special reference to the effects of alcoholic stimulants 
and narcotics upon the human system, is not taught. 
I have always been most cordially received by the 
teachers, and they have shown every disposition pos- 
sible to assist me in my work. I do not think a more 
conscientious, active body of temperance workers can 
be found in this State, or a body of men and women who 
are doing more to promote temperance reform than the 
teachers of the public schools of this State.” 

In spite of the fact that so much has been done 
under the law of 1884 to gratify the sentiment in favor 
of “ Temperance instruction,” the Legislature of 1895 
enacted the following law (chapter 1041): 

Section 1. Sections nineteen and twenty of article fif- 
teen of the consolidated school law are amended to read 
as follows: 

§ 19. The nature of alcoholic drinks and other nar- 
cotics and their effects on the human system shall be 
taught in connection with the various divisions of phy- 
siology and hygiene as thoroughly as are other branches 
for not less than four lessons a week for ten or more 
weeks in each year in all grades below the second year 
of the high school in all schools under State control, or 
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supported wholly or in part by public money, and also 
in all schools connected with reformatory institutions. 
All pupils must continue such study till they have 
passed satisfactorily the required primary, intermediate 
or high school test in the same, according to their 
respective grades. All regents’ examinations in physi- 
ology and hygiene shall include a due proportion of 
questions on the nature of alcoholic drinks, and other 
narcotics, and their effects on the human system. The 
local school authorities shall provide needed facilities 
and definite time and place for this branch in the regu- 
lar course of study. All pupils who can read shall study 
this subject from suitable text-books, but pupils unable 
to read shall be instructed in it orally by teachers using 
text-books adapted for such oral instruction as a guide 
and standard, and these text-books shall be graded to 
the capacities of primary, intermediate and high school 
pupils. For students below high school grade such text- 
books shall give at least one-fifth their space, and for 
students of high school grade shall give not less than 
twenty pages to the nature and effects of alcoholic 
drinks and other narcotics, but pages on this subject 
in a separate chapter at the end of the book shall not be 
counted in meeting the minimum. No text-book on 
physiology not conforming to this act shall be used in 
the public schools except so long as may be necessary 
to fulfill the conditions of any contract existing at the 
time of the passage of this act. 

§ 20. In all normal schools teachers’ training classes 
and teachers’ institutes, adequate time and attention 
shall be given to instruction in the best methods of 
teaching this branch, and no teacher shall be licensed 
who has not passed a satisfactory examination in the 
subject, and the best methods of teaching it. No State 
school money shall be paid for the benefit of any dis- 
trict, city, normal or other school herein mentioned 
until the officer or board having jurisdiction and super- 
vision of such school has filed with the officer whose 
duty it is in each case to disburse the State school money 
for such school an affidavit made by such officer, or by 
the president or secretary of such board, that he has 
made thorough investigation as to the facts and that 
to the best of his knowledge, information and belief all 
the provisions of this act have been faithfully complied 
with during the preceding school year. 
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§ 2. This act shall take effect August first, eighteen 
hundred and ninety-five. 

Believing, from an educational standpoint, that this 
measure violated long established educational prin- 
ciples, and assured that he represented the opinions of 
experienced educators, the State Superintendent, while 
in full sympathy with the general principle underlying 
the law, steadily opposed its passage through the Legis- 
lature, and urged executive disapproval. While he 
recognized the power and the wisdom of the Legislature 
to direct what subjects should be pursued in our 
schools, he questioned the expediency of directing how 
any particular subject should be taught, as interfering 
with the special prerogatives of teachers. 

Acting upon the advice of the Executive, the State 
Superintendent pointed out what he considered vital 
objections to the measure, and invited the opinions of 
all classes of educators throughout the State, for the 
purpose of placing such opinions béfore the Governor 
for his consideration, whether such opinions should be 
favorable or unfavorable. 

The opinions expressed in reply to these inquiries 
constituted a formidable and significant protest against 
the measure. These opinions came with unexpected 
unanimity from representative educators, eminent in 
their profession. who are entirely familiar with every 
phase of actual educational work. They were based 
on experience in the school-room and not upon theory 
or sentiment. Among those who presented indisput- 
able arguments against the advisability and practic- 
ability of such stringent legislation were the following 
distinguished personages: Rey. Anson J. Upson, D. D., 
chancellor of the University of the State of New York; 
Right Rev. William Croswell Doane, D. D., bishop of 
Albany and vice-chancellor of the University of the 
State of New York; Bishop F. D. Huntington, D. D., of 
Central New York; Bishop A. N. Littlejohn, D. D., of 
Long Island; Bishop Henry C. Potter, D. D., of New 
York; Rev. Morgan Dix, D. D., rector of Trinity 
Church, New York; Rey. William R. Huntington. 
D. D., rector of Grace Church, New York; Rev. W. I. 


_ Robbins, D. D., dean of All Saints Cathedral, Albany; 


Rev. William D. Doty, rector of Christ’s Church, Roches- 
ter; Rev. Nelson Millard, D. D.; Rev. Henry H. Steb- 
bins, D. D.; Rev. A. 8. Crapsy, D. D., of Rochester, and 
many others prominent in church work. Protests were 
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also received from President J. G. Schurman, of Cornell 
University, President Seth Low and Dr. Nicholas Mur- 
ray Butler, of Columbia College, and President J. M. 
Taylor, of Vassar College. Following these came pro- 
tests from every normal school principal, nearly every 
city and village superintendent of schools, and from 
nearly every school commissioner and principal in the 
State. Protests also appeared ina large number of the 
influential newspapers of the State. The.subject was 
presented at each of the several teachers’ institutes 
representing many thousands of teachers who were 
given ample opportunity to express their opinions and 
there was scarcely a teacher who gave the measure 
approval. 

Among the many objections urged by those who sub- 
mitted opinions were the following: 

1. The law seems entirely unnecessary for the reason 
that the existing law has been faithfully and conscien- 
tiously enforced. 

2. It unnecessarily increases instruction in one par- 
ticular subject thus interfering withestablished courses 
of study and preventing proper attention to more im- 
portant subjects to be considered in a well-rounded 
education. 

3. In requiring all pupils who can read, to study the 
subject from text-books, it interferes with established 
methods of teaching in absolutely prohibiting oral 
instruction except to pupils who can not read. Many 
of the foremost educators of the world have long recog- 
nized the value of oral instruction in all grades. To 
prohibit oral instruction is educational retrogression. 
In thousands of schools, which are without grades or 
departments, the proper work of a teacher is thus seri- 
ously embarrassed. 

4, In directing that text-books shall contain a pre- 
scribed number of pages devoted to this subject, spe- 
cially arranged, the quality of matter is sacrificed to 
quantity. The most pernicious composition may com- 
ply with the law if the required number of pages shall 
be covered. It would be as reasonable to ask that text- 
books be printed with the use of a certain kind of type. 
This feature of the law seems especially arbitrary and 
preposterous. Certainly, if the law is to contain such 
minute specifications, there should be some authority to 
decide as to whether subject matter in text-books is 
founded on reason and truth. 
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5. It exacts an unreasonable penalty in withholding 
the public money from any school district or city, unless 
the local school authorities can make affidavit that the 
provisions of the law have all been complied with. 
Other subjects in a course of study may be neglected 
with impunity, but if one teacher in a city or district, 
either willfully or ignorantly disregards the law, while 
other teachers faithfully comply, all the public money 
must be withheld. If a penalty seems necessary it 
should apply to a thoroughly considered course of study 
embracing all branches. 

6. The enactment of such a law encourages special- 
ists to strive for legislative enactments requiring in- 
struction in special subjects. Already measures have 
been brought before the Legislature requiring military 
instruction in our schools; that certain periods during 
school sessions be devoted to saluting the national flag; 
and a serious proposition has been made to provide for 
instruction in the proper care of the teeth. 

7. While there is constant agitation throughout the 
State as to the cost of text-books this law will require 
an immediate expenditure of many hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars. 

8. The law will displace many thousands of the best 
text-books upon the subject of physiology and hygiene 
and will throw upon the market worthless publications 
prepared to comply with the law so far as relates to the 
number and arrangement of pages. 

9. While it is wise for the Legislature to say what 
subjects shall be taught in our schools, it is not wis- 
dom to require how such subjects shall be taught. This 
comes directly within the province of a teacher’s work. 

The objections urged against the bill were not suf- 
ficient to prevent its enactment into law. It went 
into effect August 1, 1895. After the submission of the 
protests above referred to the measure was disapproved 
by every educational association in the State, includ- 
ing the University Convocation, the New York State 
Teachers’ Association, the Association of School Com- 
missioners and the Council of Superintendents. The 
Associated Principals united with other organizations 
in asking for substantial modifications of the law. The 
State Medical Society unanimously passed resolutions 
condemning the measure. 

The results which have followed have fully justified 
all the objections made. Thousands of excellent text- 


SUPERINTENDENT’s REPORT 


books have been displaced for worthless publications, 
hastily prepared, which give the requisite number of 
pages regardless of quality. Many text-books have 
found their way into the schools which are unscientific 
and ill-considered. There is no way of preventing the 
selection of an inferior book if the proper number of 
pages is given. The expense of supplying new books 


has been a burden, and it is estimated that at least a 


quarter of a million dollars have been expended for text- 
books on this subject. In many cities the whole text- 
book fund for the year has been spent for this purpose. 
The law is much more severe in its requirements than 
that of any other State. 

Tam thoroughly satisfied that the law of 1895 will not 
yield the good results which have followed the law of 
1884. 

At the approach of the present legislative session, 
authorized committees, representing the various educa- 
tional associations of the State held a meeting to con- 
sider certain modifications of the objectionable law. 
After a full discussion, the following bill was prepared 
and introduced in the Senate, as fully meeting the 
wishes of the educators of the State: 

Section 1. Sections nineteen and twenty of article six 
of title fifteen of chapter five hundred and fifty-six of the 
laws of eighteen hundred and ninety-four, entitled “ An 
-act to revise, amend and consolidate the general acts 
relating to public instruction,” are hereby amended so 
as to read as follows: 

§ 19. Provision shall be made in every course of study 
in all the public schools or public school systems of the 
state for instruction in the English language in the fol- 
lowing subjects, viz.: Arithmetic, geography, English 
grammar, American history, reading, writing, spelling 
and physiology and hygiene, including the effects of 
stimulants and narcotics upon the human system. It 
shall be the duty of trustees and boards of education, 
having jurisdiction over the public schools, to prescribe 
courses of study which shall include at least the fore- 
going subjects; and all pupils, when sufficiently ad- 
vanced, shall study each of these subjects until they 
have passed such tests as may be required for promotion 
from particular grades or departments. Nothing in 
this act shall be construed to limit the power of local 
school authorities to add to courses of study such other 
subjects as in their judgment should be pursued in the 
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schools under their charge. All regents’ examinations 
in physiology and hygiene shall include a due propor- 
tion of questions on the nature of alcoholic drinks, 
tobacco and other narcotics and their effects on the 
human system. In all normal schools, teachers’ train- 
ing classes and teachers’ institutes, adequate time and 
attention shall be given to instruction -in the best 
methods of teaching the branches herein enumerated, 
and no person shall be licensed to teach in any of the 
public schools of the state who has not passed a satis- 
factory examination in at least each of the said subjects 
and the best methods of teaching the same. 

§ 20. Whenever it is shown to the satisfaction of the 
state superintendent of public instruction that the pro- 
visions of this act have been wilfully or intentionally 
violated or evaded by the local school authorities of any 
city or district, it shall be in the power of the said 
superintendent, and it shall be his duty, to withhold 
the public money to which such city or district may be 
entitled, as provided by section thirteen of title one of 
the “ consolidated school law.” 

Copies of this bill were circulated throughout the 
State, and it was approved with practical unanimity 
and great earnestness by all who protested against the 
law of 1895. It preserved the principle of temperance 
instruction, placed the subject specified on an equality 
with other essential subjects which form the basis of a 
common school education, recognized the duty of the 
State to specify the subjects which should be taught in 
the public schools without interfering with estab- 
lished methods of instruction, and further recognized 
the fundamental right of local school authorities to 
establish and regulate courses of study which has 
always been acknowledged as vital to the welfare of our 
schools. Superintendent Ruggles, in interpreting the 
law of 1884, conceded this fact when he said in an 
official circular: 

“The method of imparting the instruction will be 
within the sound discretion of the local school authori- 
ties, using text-books or oral instruction, or combining 
both methods, as, in their judgment, may seem best 
adapted to the different departments.” 

There has been much misrepresentation regarding 
the attitude of this department. It should not be for- 
gotten that it has steadily favored the principle in- 
volved, which has not been, and is not now, in danger. 
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It believes that instruction should be wisely directed. Misrepre- 
Much must be left to the loyalty and interest of the *°n'atten 
teaching fraternity, and it may be trusted to faithfully nee 
carry out the wishes of the people expressed by the of this ae- 
Legislature; but the instruction should be given along partment 
proper lines, and more should not be asked than can 

readily be given. Nor does the prominence of the 

penalty in this law inspire confidence in the community 

or enthusiasm in the teacher. If we must constantly 

watch those in charge of our schools, we may rely upon 
unsatisfactory results. Confidence will secure better 

work than suspicion. We must rely upon educational 
methods which have been tested, and upon the loyalty 

and honesty of those in whose charge we place our 
schools. If we can not rely upon these forces our school 

system is lamentably weak and inefficient. 

The legitimate end of this agitation will be to drive Danger of 
the study of physiologyas a science, altogether from the (¥° Say of 
lower grades of our schools, as an indelicate and dan- |) cine Zs 
gerous subject. When pupils have learned to reason, grades 
they are able to take up scientific study, and a term of 
careful instruction can wisely be provided. But care 
should be taken with young children. We may profit- 
ably teach certain physiological facts, we may well 
instruct along the general lines of the laws of health, 
we may impress upon young pupils the necessity and 
advantage of cleanliness, of attention to proper food 
and clothing, the benefits of good ventilation, but when 
we attempt instruction in a most exact and important 
science, a science which involves life itself, and con- 
cerning which scientists have ever differed as to truth, 
we are encroaching upon dangerous ground. ‘The 
blessings of temperance may well be taught as the Constant 
source of prosperity and happiness, but this need not *tvdy of 
necessarily imply that we must look at the forbidding aire 
pictures of woe and wretchedness which intemperance pure morals 
furnishes. To keep our morals pure, we need not look 
toward vice. If we would reach high ideals we must 
keep our faces turned toward them, and not toward 
that which is low and degrading. We should keep 
well in mind the fact that the greatest foe of intemper- 
ance is a broad education. We can well study the sen- 
timent expressed by Ian Maclaren: “The safeguard 
against temptation is not seclusion, but self culture. 

As it is not disinfectants which will most certainly 
secure one against infection, but a sound constitution, 
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so it is not rules of life which will strengthen one 
against temptation, but a strong-soul. One must build 
up his moral constitution by the habit of noble deeds 
and high thinking, by fellowship with pure women and 
honorable men. The chief aids in this regimen are 
literature and friendship.” 

In conclusion I repeat that which has been already 
publicly stated: - 

“The Superintendent of Public Instruction, and all 
connected with the department, directly or indirectly, 
or with our educational system believe in, and have 
advocated the moral principle involved, and have recog- 
nized the demand for instruction in our schools based 
upon such moral purpose. They have given full credit 
to the great organizations of good men and women who 
approve the law of 1895, and who stand for a wide- 
spread sentiment among the people. On the other 
hand, the educators and their friends have contended 
as true educators always will, for the preservation of 
the great principle which underlies the best profes- 
sional work and the surest educational progress, that 
right education depends upon the spirit and moral in- 
tegrity of the teacher.” 

Dr. David Starr Jordan, president of Leland Stan- 
ford Junior University, concludes an able paper on this 
controversy in the “ Popular Science Monthly” for 
January, 1896, with these significant words: “The 
whole ‘ scientific temperance’ movement is opposed to 
the movement for good schools through the choice of 
good teachers. It has been judged thus far mainly 
by its motives, which are good. It will come to be 
judged by its results, and these are bad.” 

Meanwhile, this department and all connected with 
it, will faithfully enforce all laws relating to the 
schools of the State which the Legislature, in its wis- 
dom, may see proper to enact. There need be no 
doubt in this direction. 


Kindergartens 


The kindergarten has won its right to an important 
and enviable place in our educational system. It has 
been tried by the supreme test of experience and has 
met this test with great credit to all who haye been so 
deeply interested in its aims and contributed to its 
progress. The faithfulness and devotion of the teach- 
ers who have given so much of their energy to the 
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development of the possibilities of the kindergarten 
deserve the thanks of all who believe that the child 
can be read as the open book, and who have demon- 
strated so conspicuously the importance of interesting 
the children early in life in studies and occupations 
which tend to make the school a happy and sunny 
spot—a home of preparation for usefulness. The 
increasing interest in kindergartens, the progress 
which has been made in establishing their practical 
value as an educational force, and the demand for 
additional facilities for their establishment, have led 
this department to urge such modifications of our 
school laws as would recognize this feature of educa- 
tional work. 

By favorable legislative action the school age in 
thisState has been reduced to four years, thus enabling 
all school authorities to establish and maintain kinder- 
garten departments and permitting attendance to be 
credited in the apportionment of public school moneys. 
A few boards of education in cities and villages have 
been authorized to establish and maintain kindergar- 
tens, and children under five years were admitted to 
such schools, but-a separate enrollment was required, 
and attendance could not be counted in the distribu- 
tion of public money. It is believed that this step will 
be an encouragement to the building up of a system 
which has already done a great work in making plainer 
some of our educational pathways and in the solution 
of one of the greatest educational problems — What 
shall we do with our children? 


Child Study 


Underlying a large share of recent discussions in 
educational circles, has been a vein of sympathy with 
child life, indicating a constant trend of thought 
toward children’s ways and children’s work. These 
discussions have made it clear to me that if the sub- 
ject of child study is not entitled to a definite place in 
our educational system, it certainly deserves careful 
consideration. Upon assuming the duties of my office 
I immediately took measures to give the subject such 
attention as was warranted by the facilities at my dis- 
posal. I placed the arrangement of details under the 
direction of Professor Charles H. Thurber, of Colgate 
University, who perfected plans for presenting the sub- 
ject at the Teachers’ institutes through Miss Anna K. 
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Eggleston, of the institute faculty. This has been 
done at all the institutes which it has been feasible 
to reach. The plan included the distribution and 
explanation of circulars of instructions to teachers 
and blanks for reporting their observations. Atten- 
tion is invited to the exhibit containing the report of 
Professor Thurber, which is given much in detail in 
order to answer the many inquiries which have 
reached the department from all parts of the country. ~ 
Thousands of “ observations” were received and com- 
piled. In September, Professor Thurber accepted a 
professorship in Chicago university, and the work has 
been placed in charge of Miss Eggleston, whose influ- 
ence in inspiring teachers with a love for children, and 
for the study of children is one of the characteristics 
of her charming personality. As a result of Miss 
Eggleston’s happy presentation of this line of peda- 
gogical work, many a teacher on the verge of total dis- 
couragement, has been turned back, aroused to fresh 
effort, and made to see the sunny side of a teacher’s 
life. ; 

Scientific child-study may be spun out into very fine 
and beautiful theories in university circles, but if there 
is no phase of it which reaches down to the child him- 
self and to the ability of the common school teacher in 
whose keeping are the tender years of childhood, then 
the subject must be without practical value. But it is 
possible for the scientific thought of the university to 
become the practical activity of the elementary 
schools, if we but find the means to the end. Constant 
effort has been made to present text-book psychology 
at teachers’ institutes and associations in such a man- 
ner as to create students of this subject. The effort has 
not been eminently successful. Elementary text-books 
have been written, and yet these have not accomplished 
the desired result. It is possible that, from the living 
pages of childhood, teachers may get the quickening 
power that shall make clear the difficulties of this topic. 
Child-study is, perhaps, the concrete work which can 
best lead to a comprehension of an abstract philosophy. 

What seemed to be a practical plan for introducing 
the subject of child-study to the teachers of our com- 
mon schools is proving itself to be not only thoroughly 
practical but valuable in many ways not recognized at 
the start. Papers which have been sent in show that 
the average elementary teacher is interested in the 
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subject and the simple question pertaining to children’s 
hopes has not been too scientific for her, but has been 
a means of establishing between herself and her pupils 
a new line of intercourse. A theme from the child’s 
life, and not from a text-book, forms a topic for conver- 
sation which is not often a feature of the school-room. 

The constant and steady demand of late has been for 
better teaching in the primary grades, and to supply 
this demand higher scholarship, a better knowledge of 
the application of educational principles and more prac- 
tice in training schools have been required for those 
who were to become teachers of the young. 

And yet all that has been done has not produced as 
near an approach to the ideal primary teacher as the 
effort seemed to warrant. 

The intellectual qualification of elementary teachers 
is greatly improved; they are versed in methods, and 
can plan daily programs which are executed up to the 
letter of the law; but with all of these powers they still 
lack that vital quality which some teachers possess 
who possibly know but little of the law; and we ask, Is 
it true that teachers of little children must be born and 
can not be made? Do the naturally endowed teachers 
stand as lights in the teaching world,as Michael Angelo 
shines in the world of art, or Shakespeare in the world 
of letters? To know simply the laws of art can not 
make the artist, and a complete knowledge of literary 
forms will not create the songs of a poet.. Back of all 
forms of expression is the vital “something” to be 
expressed without which a form is empty and can never 
be made beautiful. 

Of the true primary teacher we say, she has tact in 
dealing with children; she knows how to manage them; 
she is keenly sympathetic with all their joys and sor- 
rows, their hopes and fears; she knows how to 
strengthen the weak, not simply to add strength to 
the strong; encourage the timid, restrain the wayward. 
She knows how to make childhood happy as she leads 
through these first years of orderly study. University, 
college, normal school can not, through facts and prin- 
ciples, give this training. The teacher who would have 
it must open the book of child-life, and read what is 
there written. There is only one key by which one may 
hope to gain entrance, and that is — love. Once inside, 
the spirit of the true teacher manifests itself, and then 
grows into the very life of the teacher that which is to 
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be embodied in the forms which scholarship and a 
knowledge of educational principles have given. There 
has been a growing feeling that too much emphasis has 
been placed upon mere knowledge and the way of 
acquiring it, and not enough upon the results of school” 
work, as shown in the life and character of the indi- 
vidual. Out of this feeling has sprung the cry which 
has swept with such force over the whole field of educa- 
tion — study the children! Child-study is not a new 
theme, it has simply been lost sight of in the effort to 
make others prominent. Scovlarship and methods have 
been asked to do what the children alone can do; so we 
have turned to the children. Parents and teachers who 
have a self-satisfied knowledge of children will never 
really know them, but to those who feel that this study 
is worthy their most serious effort a plan which offers 
suggestions is welcomed. Many plans have been 
formed, some having for their main purpose the gather- 
ing of scientific data, while others concern themselves, 
mainly, in interesting teachers and causing them to 
listen attentively as the children tell of their hopes, 
desires and the things they love. 

The question, “ What I want to do when ’ma man, 
and why,” may not elicit answers of great value to the 
student of psychology, but the answers have given facts 
about individual children which have been helpful to 
some teachers. It has been good for the children who 
have been constantly observing the outside world or 
the pages of a book for answers to questions, to look 
in upon themselves, and it is hoped that the door was 
left open a little so that the teacher was able to look 
in also. It is said that children are fickle — wanting 
to be one thing to-day and another thing to-morrow, 
and that nothing is established by the answer of to-day. 
The purpose of these questions is not to establish that 
children are not fickle. Teachers need to know the 
forms which the fickleness of childhood take, and when 
the growth of steadfast purpose begins. Plans are 
not made to establish preconceived notions of children, 
but for the mind, free from prejudice to study them. 

The subject of child-study has been presented at 
teachers’ institutes in the form of a circular embodying 
a few simple suggestions for studying children’s hopes. 
Teachers have been asked to take these circulars and to 
participate in the work if they cared to do so. There 
was no compulsion in the matter. The effort has been 
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to awaken an interest in the movement and test its 
value. The responses which have come from teachers 
of all grades of schools show that the effort has not been 
fruitless. In several instances teachers have said that 
their whole attitude toward children has changed and 
that the change is due to a better understanding of 
child life. 

The papers submitted have not been prized because 
of literary merit, grammatical form, spelling, punctua- 
tion, etc., yet they often reveal the spirit of the school 
in a very marked degree. 

In some instances the children write in perfect 
abandon, expressing freely their inmost thoughts 
without affectation. Sometimes the effort of the 
teacher is recognized as she tries to make her class 
express in good form commendable aspirations. This 
work is, of course, artificial and tells more of the 
teacher than of the pupils. In most cases the teach- 
ers have put the questions under excellent conditions, 
which are shown by the answers. 

More papers have been received from country 
schools than elsewhere, and the conclusion is readily 
drawn from these papers that the reason why farm- 
ing and housework are not the pursuits oftenest 
chosen by men and women is not attributable to the 
fact that they were not attractive to children, for they 
have not only chosen these vocations, but have writ- 
ten in detail of the ways in which they wish to follow 
them. 

The following simple replies are submitted: 

Farm life——Boy 11 years old; American. Father 
works on a farm andinastone quarry. “I want to be 
a good man and earn lots of money, and have lots of 
clothes and save money until I have $1,000, when I 
want to get married and buy a farm and horses, cows 
and sheep. I want my farm to contain 200 acres. I 
want to have five horses, ten cows, three barns, one 
granary, a large chicken coop with about 200 chickens 
of most every kind. Then I want to have a pig-pen 
with white pigs and black pigs. Then I want my 
house to be large and white, with twenty rooms. Then 
I want sixteen sheep and about seven calves. I will 
keep the sheep and the calves together. Then I will 
make lots of money and get rich and not work.” 

A little housekeeper. Girl, 7 years old. “I want 
to work in my house. I am going to clean my stove. 
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I am going to clean my ring and keep it bright. I am 
going to keep my plants nice. I-want to keep my dress 
nice and pretty when I buy it. I want to do my work 
good.” 

A little fast for hisage. Boy 10yearsold. “I want 
to ride running horses to the fair. I want to beat all 
the rest.” 

Knows his weakness. Boy 14 years old. ‘ When 
I get to be a man I want to be big so that anybody can 
see me a long way off. I want to be strong — oh, not 
too strong. When I get to be a man I want to live 
all alone back in the woods somewhere where I can 
hunt, fish and get my living that way. And why —is 
because I am very easily tempted and would rather 
live away from all company and have everything my 
own way and be my own companion. Or else I want 
to be a farmer and own a large farm and keep large 
horses and have large gardens and have everything 
large, you know, because I wouldn’t care a snap to be 
a merchant or bookkeeper or anything like that. It 
don’t suit me for a cent around where there is so much 
noisy temptation.” ihe 

Another, whose father evidently does not split the 
wood. “ When I am a man I will work and do such 
things. I think a man should split wood and keep a 
house warm so his family would not freeze. If I was 
a man I would do my work and my business is going to 
be a school teacher.” 

For “ What I want to do next year,” one boy writes: 
“T want to see the flag up next year.” A little girl 
12 years old writes: “If I thought I’d go to heaven 
I’d like to die next year.” 

As regards the influence of different studies on hopes 
for the future, geography seems to have made the 
deepest impression. Many desire to travel in Europe. In 
our own country, Florida and California seem to appeal 
very strongly to the childish imagination. <A little 
girl wishes to travel about the world to see whether 
all that she has been told in the geography class is 
true. The only aspirations to be president of the 
United States are to be found in the composition of 
three Irish boys. The reasons assigned for desires 
to be farmers, lawyers, ete., suggest what ideas the 
child has of the people about him. One wishes to be a 
minister because he would have “an easy job.” An- 
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other’s aim is to be a school superintendent, because 
he wants to “ lie around.” 

Side lights are thrown on religious and ethical ideas. 
Virtue and goodness seem desirable mainly because 
of the material and social benefits they bring. In 
speaking of the religious life, they are apt to be more 
reticent. One girl of 12 says: “TI will go to church 
and pray to God for help, if I need any.” Altruistic 
desires are found very early, but do not come into 
prominence till later. This study of children may 
result in bringing to teachers a more practical knowl- 
edge of psychology, and later on when we have passed 
the elementary stages of this work, there will doubt- 
less come that which has undoubted scientific value. 


School Libraries 


When skillful teachers no longer considered it their 
chief duty to pour information into minds not always 
receptive, but rather to stimulate and direct research 
into the history of human experience and observation, 
to quicken perception and strengthen the power to 
reason, then the existence and character of school 
libraries became matters of very high importance. 
Command of the library gives the power to interview 
and consult the wisest of all ages and all nations; it 
is therefore a factor in education which deserves most 
thoughtful consideration. This has long been clearly 
understood, yet, for forty years previous to 1892, the 
district libraries, a combination of school and public 
circulating libraries were suffered to decline, so that, 
notwithstanding the expenditure of more than a mil- 
lion and a half of dollars for their support and exten- 
sion, the number of volumes therein was diminished 
by 800,000, and their value in most rural communities 
went down to zero. The library law of 1892 made a 
radical and beneficent change in the method of ap- 
portioning funds, requiring each district to raise a 
certain amount as a condition to receiving an equal 
sum from the State for the purchase of school library 
books: thus the State appropriation for this purpose 
was multiplied, the amount to be expended in each 
case was made sufficient to produce appreciable re- 
sults. and a general interest in school libraries was 
revived. This field is wide, the possible benefits to be 
rained from it are immeasurable, and the work is only 


begun. 
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There is urgent need of books of reference and works 
on history, biography, science,. etc., in thousands of 
school-rooms and every dollar appropriated for them 
for years can be expended to advantage. No funds set 
apart for the purpose should be diverted from their 
legitimate channel; but, under the present law, this is 
not an occurrence which it is entirely within my power 
to prevent. Provision has been made for passing upon 
the suitability of books proposed to be purchased, and 
matter not proper to be placed in school libraries, not 
well adapted to them, or for which the library can not 
properly be used, is rejected; but it is difficult to check 
the payment of the State apportionment in unworthy 
eases. Moreover, there is a serious defect in the pres- 
ent method of apportioning library money which 
allows an accumulation in the hands of county treas- 
urers while hundreds of districts elsewhere would 
gladly duplicate a portion of it and put the sum to good 
use. The idle moneys thus accumulated amount to 
several thousand dollars. These defects should be 
remedied by legislation. 

Notwithstanding the multiplication of public and 
private libraries, the fact remains that a large propor- 
tion of the pupils of preacademic grades, though 
taught the mechanical process of reading, leave school 
with little or no literary training, and that in very 
many homes the shelves are graced with few volumes 
more elevating than detective stories. 

As association has much to do with character build- 
ing, we expect that contact with the pure and the 
patriotic, whether personal or through written pages, 
will bear legitimate fruit in loftier purposes and better 
citizenship. In recognition of this principle, the 
graces of refinement and good breeding in the teacher, 
which can not be reckoned at so much per cent., are 
more eagerly sought after by school officers than ever 
before. The extension of such influences may easily 
be made by early introducing to the pupils some of the 
authors whose masterpieces have advanced the civil- 
ization of the world, and, by the judicious and system- 
atic cultivation of literary taste, setting up ideals 
which can not easily be displaced by the vulgarity 
thrust upon the young by coarse associates or by the 
noxious publications of firms whose members barely 
escape the penalties of the criminal law. 
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The late instances of boys who, without sufficient 
moral restraint and in personifying the bravoes of 
which they had read, attempted to gain glory by 
wrecking a passenger train, forcibly reminds us of the 
danger to the health of the body politic in the influx 
of the sewage of vile publications. The remedy for 
this condition must lie largely in the public schools, 
not perhaps by suppressing the bad, but by substitut- 
ing the good. It will be my policy to encourage every 
eftort to place healthful reading matter within easy 
reach of the young and to direct and train in its use. 


State Teachers’ Library 


The Legislature of 1895, by amending the law of 1892, 
entitled “An act for the encouragement of common 
schools and public libraries,’ authorized the State 
Superintendent to establish a State school library for 
the benefit and free use of the teachers of the State, 
under such rules and regulations as the Superintendent 
may establish. In accordance with this provision, a 
list of books has been prepared and a State teachers’ 
library has been duly established in this department. 
The books selected embrace those bearing directly on 
the profession of teaching, with others relating to 
studies in psychology and the training of children, 
together with those referring to special studies in 
school. Particular attention has been given to the 
selection of works on civil government, political econ- 
omy and social and moral questions, as discussed by 
teachers with their pupils. Volumes on the natural 
sciences have been provided for popular use rather than 
for technical or professional reading. Care has been 
taken to provide, to a limited extent, books relating to 
history, geneval literature and art. It is impossible in 
the selection of a few hundred books to meet all the 
wants of the 35,000 teachers of the State, varying in 
their requirements from thorough discussion of prob- 
lems in science, in morals, in economics, to the supply 
of books helpful to workers in kindergarten and ele- 
mentary schools. But this experimental list will, it is 
believed, help to point out the path which will lead 
teachers into broader fields of study and help them to 
see what may be gained by more careful and thorough 
reading. Some teachers are doubtless familiar with 
many of the books on the list, and will not, therefore, 
care to make much use of them, but others, it is hoped, 
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will be led to form friendships for authors of whom 
they have heard, but have never known by study of 
their works. : 

The object of the State teachers’ library will not be at- 
tained until every teacher in the common schools of New 
York avails himself or herself of the advantages prof- 
fered according to the need of each. Itis an uncontro- 
verted conclusion that the incentive and encouragement 
derived by teachers from good books will influence - 
their pupils for good. That which refines the thoughts, 
enlarges the plans, elevates the aim of teachers, will 
surely be felt to a greater or less extent by pupils. 
It is impossible for the common school teachers of this 
State, with the meagre salaries received, to enjoy the 
reading and study of many books which would help 
them in their duties in the school-room. The library 
proposed and inaugurated will enable teachers on the 
smallest salaries to share the same advantages, so far 
as the reading of books is concerned, with those receiv- 
ing the largest. The library will also, to a certain 
extent, facilitate the purchase of books needed by 
teachers in districts remote from large book stores, 
where books of the character required can be secured 
at a price they can better afford than that usually 
charged. 

With the advantages offered by this library, the 
habit of reading and studying professional books 
on teaching and school management will be encour- 
aged, attention aroused, new methods suggested 
and incentives to greater effort developed. With 


Opportuni- Hooks carefully selected, thoroughly studied, and the 


ties for 
teachers 


lessons they teach faithfully applied in daily school 
practice, teachers can not always remain on the same 
plane. They will surely advance, and the result will 
be better schools, because of better teachers, prepared 
through the self-culture derived from good books. 

It is also believed that with these advantages to the 
teacher, pupils throughout the State will be encouraged 
to read better books. With the volumes on animals, 
birds, flowers, insects, plants and trees, teachers may 
awaken interest in the minds of the youngest pupils in 
what they see around them in the school or in the home. 
Scientific books carefully used by teachers will stimu- 
late the thoughts of older pupils, and lead them to read 
and study such topics, and to prepare themselves for 
higher and nobler pursuits in life. Standard works in 
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literature and art will give refinement to thought, and 
lead to beautifying school and home in ways not known 
before, and so influence for good the character and life 
of pupils, teachers and parents. 

A beginning at least is made. What the result shall 
be after experience has taught what books are best 
adapted to teachers and pupils, and after faithful use 
has revealed their power over conduct and life, no one 
can tell. It is in the hope of a large harvest of useful- 
ness to teachers and of benefit to pupils, that the State 
teachers’ library has been inaugurated. 


Press and Public Education 


The place of the press in public education is one of 
mighty importance, and must be fully recognized by all 
who can appreciate its power to create, mould and direct 
public opinion. The value of a pure newspaper in the 
home and community as an educating influence can not 
be over-estimated. In extending right information of 
current events in all departments of the world’s activi- 
ties, the press is a powerful influence for good. The 
newspaper which gives attention to affairs connected 
with educational movements is doing a most creditable 
service to humanity. Oftentimes the newspaper is the 
only library in the home. If its tone is pure, if its 
counsels are wise, if its information is based upon truth 
and right, it ranks with the school and the church as an 
educational force. I see no reason why the clean news- 
paper may not be placed in our schools as a valuable 
medium for supplemental reading. 

Great credit is due many of the enterprising news- 
papers of the country for the service they render in giv- 
ing editorial attention to educational topics, and in 
giving excellent reports of educational gatherings, thus 
widening the circle of their usefulness and bringing 
the people in closer touch with the workers in the edu- 
cational field. 

There is a steady tendency toward what may be called 
“ clean journalism,” as distinguished from the “ sensa- 
tional.” Of course the newspaper in general is inclined 
to give its readers about what they demand, sometimes 
regardless of strict propriety, but the tendency is 
undoubtedly upward. 
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As an evidence that this tendency is in the right direc- 
tion, it is gratifying to refer to a resolution unanimously 
adopted by the National Editorial Association, at 
Asbury Park, in July, 1894, which the present State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction of New York had 
the privilege of offering, pledging each of its members 
to exclude impure, immoral and questionable adver- 
tisements from the columns of the newspapers and urg- 
ing similar action on the part of the different State 
associations. 

In June, 1895, the New York Press Association, 
at its annual meeting at Lake George, unanimously 
adopted the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the New York Press Association 
rejoices in every effort on the part of the different 
women’s organizations of the State and country to edu- 
cate public sentiment in favor of the higher moral 
standard of the press. The true dignity, and great 
responsibility of journalism to-day, the fuller equip- 
ment, the higher citizenship, the loftier manhood now 
demanded of the editor, emphasizes the need of con- 
certed action on the part of the press; and we hereby 
pledge our influence and support in every movement for 
the elevation of public morals, relying on the people to 
encourage us in these efforts. 

Resolved, That the members of the New York Press 
Association pledge themselves to co-operate with the 
National Editorial Association in carrying out the spirit 
of a resolution adopted by that body at Asbury Park in 
July, 1894, in reference to immoral and questionable 
advertisements, and we further pledge ourselves to 
exclude such advertisements from the columns of our 
newspapers. We also commend the resolution to all 
the minor press associations of the State, and urge all 
editors to take appropriate action. 

This action must stand to the just credit of the asso- 
ciated editors of our State. In direct line with this 
action the president of the National Editorial Asso- 
ciation for 1895-96, made the following significant 
reference to this subject in his address at the recent 
meeting of the National Editorial Association at St. 
Augustine, Fla. He said: 

“Tt will be remembered that at the tenth annual con- 
vention of this association a resolution was unani- 
mously adopted affirming the hearty accord of the asso- 
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ciation with every effort in the direction of elevating 
the moral standard of the press, and pledging our united 
aid and influence in furthering the object of the various 
woman’s organizations in educating public sentiment 
in this direction. We can do no better, we can do no 
less, than to reaffirm our position this year, to solemnly 
and unanimously re-resolve that the National Editorial 
Association of the United States earnestly sympathizes 
with the woman’s movement for the promotion of 
purity in literature and art, as tending to maintain the 
moral standard and endeavoring to realize the prime 
object of the press,— the elevation and betterment of 
humanity, intellectually, morally and socially; for the 
suppression of sensationalism, cruel personalities and 
immoral details in the reports of vice and crime, which 
tend only to degrade the moral standard of the com- 
munity, often inciting to the re-enactment of the hor- 
rors thus depicted; and that we will further endeavor 
to make the press one of the truest and best friends of 
humanity by refusing space to all questionable and 
impure advertising, also excluding from our writings 
and doings the untruths and half truths which are often 
more dangerous and often have more of poison than 
unmasked vice because of the pure alloy which pro- 
motes their circulation. Oh, the unhealth of it all! 
Let us vow to have no more of it, and henceforth to 
labor with clean hands and pure hearts assured that 
the successful and influential editor of to-day must not 
only have a conscience but a nice conscience at that. 
Tet us apply to ourselves this test: What do we like? 
What do we print? For frank answers to these ques- 
tions will determine what we are.” 

In view of this upward tendency of the press, it is 
believed that the carefully selected newspaper may be 
safely and profitably used as an auxiliary to the studies 
pursued in our common schools by the youth of our 
great commonwealth. 

The educational journals of the State and country 
were never rendering more satisfactory service than 
now, and the attention which is being given by the lead- 
ing magazines, to the discussion of educational topics 
is very significant. 


Normal Schools 


The necessity for trained teachers in all our schools 
has grown from a vague desire to a positive conviction. 
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There is an unceasing demand for professionally 
trained teachers. The generous appropriations for 
normal schools from year to year are evidence of the 
faith in their work and influence. The normal schools 
of New York State are in the forefront of the normal 
school system of the country. The wisdom of their 
establishment and maintenance is beyond question, 
their efficiency and worth to the educational system is 
recognized. No longer is their work regarded as an 
innovation or experiment. These institutions are alert 
to all the demands of our educational system and are 
in touch with all advanced educational thought and 
educational practice. The professional courses com- 


_ prise not alone a knowledge of psychological principles 


and pedagogical laws, but as well a knowledge and 
application of the art of teaching. There is a constant 
tendency toward higher standards of admission and 
more practical work in professional training. 

Our normal schools should not be judged from the 
theoretical standpoint of educational experts, but 
rather from the general judgment of their practical 
value in leavening and uplifting the whole educa- 
tional system. Normal schools are not solely nor 
even largely experimental pedagogical stations for dis- 
covering new means or new theories, but rather institu- 
tions where the pedagogical values of educational 
novelties and discoveries are subjected to the search- 
ing test of practical utility and practical. adaptation to 
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of the normal schools will be the practical teaching abil- 
ity of their graduates. Judged by this test, they have 
received the stamp of public approval for years. The 
normal school work is interwoven with what is best, 
most progressive and most valuable in the educational 
system of the State. The normal schools were never 
so well equipped as now, and were never rendering 
such efficient service nor such ample returns for the 
money invested in them. 

The teaching of our academic studies in these schools . 
is growing less every year. Generous acceptance of 
scholastic work done in our best academies and high 
schools is enabling the normal schools to confine their 
efforts more largely to their legitimate work, viz., pro- 
fessional training in the theory and practice of teaching. 
Requirements for admission to normal schools should 
be advanced and greater scholastic efficiency and matur- 
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ity be demanded of candidates for admission. The 
charge that money expended for these institutions is 
money expended for higher education is entirely unwar- 
ranted and without foundation in fact. That more or 
less academic work be carried on in these schools is and 
will be an absolute necessity so long as a thorough 
preparation of the teacher is an educational demand. 
Candidates enter these institutions with differing de- 
grees of scholastic proficiency,and to bring these vary- 
ing elements into homogeneous products must be ¢on- 
sidered a work properly belonging to normal schools, 
even under the best conditions possible in our State 
educational system. 

It is but proper to state that the normal schools of 
New York State do not come within the sweeping asser- 
tion that the normal schools of this country are lacking 
in progressiveness, professional activity and enthusias- 
tic efficiency. The work done does not degenerate into 
formalities. The scholastic tone of the schools is con- 
tinually improving, the professional spirit.is growing 
more active, the educational influence is more wide- 
spread and more potent, the graduates of the schools 
are better equipped for the work of teaching and their 
teaching success is more pronounced. 

In the eleven normal schools of the State there was a 
total enrollment in 1895 of 8,856 pupils against 8,247 
in 1894. There was an average attendance during the 
year of 6,991, against 5,875 for the year 1894. The 
above figures include the attendance in all depart- 
ments. The total number of graduates was 715, against 
594 the previous year. The whole number of persons 
who have graduated from the schools since their open- 
ing is 12,871. 

The cost of the work during the year was as follows: 


For instruction, normal departments.... $160,687 08 
For instruction, other departments...... 25,135 00 
For libraries, apparatus and text-books. . 27,508 34 
Por mileage of pupils ic... occ nes eas 9,518 70 
Mere IDIlOrs Salaries... wns cece ees 11,937 87 
PeorsGtner_CXPCNSCS. .. 25. hia s ee cle ee sees 49,501 67 
For permanent improvements........... 164,706 49 
Balance on hand July 31, 1895.......... 9,598 15 


Oe RO inne pally de MED aes Cem + $458,608 30 
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Included in the expenditure for items of permanent 
improvements is an expenditure of $136,794.23 for the 
erection of the new Normal school building at Oneonta 
in place of the building destroyed by fire in February, 
1894. 

The value of Normal school property is appraised as 
follows: 


Buildings and grounds............... $1,809,476 30 
Furniture. 279.8 2% fae cata ot treme 149,848 73 
Library and: apparavus. <5 2. -sc$cer 108,132 02 

OVALS SF 3 oe he ee tea ae cane eee $2,058,457 05 


In December last the Civil Service Commission 


classification adopted a rule, which received the approval of the 


Futility of 
applying 


Governor, placing all positions in the normal schools 
of the State in section B of the civil service classifica- 
tion, constituting the competitive class. The action of 
the commission was based upon the fact that the Con- 
stitution requires that all persons in the civil service 
of the State shall be put in the competitive list. The 
commission acknowledged that no complaint has been 
made to them that any abuses have grown up in these 
schools in the appointment of teachers, but they con- 
sider themselves in duty bound to place the normal 
schools in the competitive class. To this the normal 
schools have replied that it was discretionary with the 
Civil Service Commission as to the schedule in which 
they should be placed; that their instructions are to 
place positions in the competitive list where “ prac- 
ticable”” — that. this word “practicable” was re- 
peated in different connections, showing that the intent 
of the Constitution is to confer discretionary powers 
in all cases where advisable, and that the normal 
schools properly belong to schedule A, the non-competi- 
tive class, where they have practically always been. 
The only. exception was in 1884, when they were put by 
the board, for a short time, in class B. This action was 
soon reversed. The argument made by the principals 
of the several normal schools is, that it is not “ prac- 


written tests ticable” to test by the ordinary written examinations 


to a teacher 
of teachers 


the most essential qualities of a teacher, and particu- 
larly for positions required to be filled in the normal 
schools, such as power to arouse enthusiasm, true 
nobility of character, ability to lift pupils out of lower 
into higher ideals of work, clear and well defined ideas 


ee ee 
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of the principles involved in teaching and their appli- 
cations in instruction in the various branches of study, 
and in general, those high, moral and intellectual quali- 
ties that are demanded of teachers in our highest grades 
of schools. They also hold that all the scholastic quali- 
fications of any candidates for appointment to the nor- 


‘mal schools that it is possible to ascertain by written 


and oral examinations have already been applied, 

that such candidates invariably hold certificates in 

the form of college, normal or academic diplomas 

or high grade teachers’ certificates, and that no 
additional tests of this character could be of any 

service. They also maintain that the mode of appoint- 

ing teachers in these schools is such as to render it very 
improbable that any teacher could receive an appoint- 

ment on any other ground than that of merit. The 

usual custom is for the principal, who is held respon- 

sible for the successful working of the school, to 
ascertain the fitness of the person to fill the vacancy, 

to recommend such person to the committee on teach- 

ers of the local board. If this committee approve. they 

present his or her name to the local board and if ap- 

proved they present the name to the State Sunerintend- «,,,,antees 
ent for his approval. This plan would seem to be 4a surrounding 
sufficient guarantee against any unworthy appoint- present plan 
ments. In this way no appointment could be made °f appoint- 
except through these three channels. There will be ™°”* 
difficulty in inducing thoroughly qualified persons, 


- already employed in educational work, to enter com- 


petitive examinations. It is difficult to see what good 
purpose can be served in requiring men and women. 
confessedly standing high in scholastic attainments, to 
submit to further examinations. It is hoped that the 
commission will speedily restore all normal school posi- 
tions to class A, as unanimously requested by the prin- 
cipals of the schools, and others, deeply interested in 
them. 

In 1893 the Legislature authorized the erection of an) oa 
additional normal school at Jamaica, Queens county. <enooi 
and made an appropriation therefor. There was long 
delay in the preparation of plans and in 1895 the Legis- 
lature made a reappropriation therefor of $100,000. 

A law of 1895 placed upon the Capitol Commissioner 
the duty of preparing plans for all State buildings 
erected under State control. The commissioner has 
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presented plans which have been approved by the local 
board at Jamaica, the State Comptroller and myself. 
It is expected that the work of erecting the new build- 
ing will be prosecuted during the coming summer, but 
as there can be no fund available for equipping the 
building until an appropriation shall be made by the 
Legislature, it seems improbable that the new school 
will be ready for use before the opening of the school 
year in 1897. It would seem inadvisable to open a 
school of this character in the middle of the school year. 


Indian Schools 


There are six Indian reservations within the State, 
containing nearly 90,000 acres of land, as fertile as any 
in the State. Most of these lands are managed by trus- 
tees. These trustees have the power, under their tribal 
organizations, to lease lands and exercise their powers 
consistent with the welfare of the people. The trustees 
assume to allot lands and remove settlers at will, so 
that little if any improvement is made. The schools 
on the reservations have been supported at the expense 
of the State for many years, and since 1856 have been 
under the charge of the State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction. The population of the several reservations 
in 1892 was 4,923. The number of children of school 
age on these reservations in 1894 was 1,478. The num- 
ber of children attending school some portions of the 
vear was 973, with an average daily attendance of 394. 
The Indian schools were in session thirty-five weeks 
during the year, at a total expense of $12,301.29. There 
are twenty-nine school districts on these reservations. 

During the past year an addition to the school build- 
ing on the Onondaga reservation has been erected, at a 
cost of $275. I am advised that an expenditure of 
$1,500 is needed for repairs to buildings, and a new 
school building should be erected on the Tonawanda 
reservation to replace a school-house recently burned. 
The teachers employed in these schools are probably as 
well equipped as the average of teachers in country dis- 
tricts. All the necessary appliances for school work 
are furnished. While some of the superintendents — 
report that the children have made good progress and 
show an increased interest in their studies, the work of 
preparing Indian children for citizenship is not alto- 
gether encouraging, | 
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Among the duties of the State Superintendent is the 
‘appointment of the superintendents of Indian schools 
on the several reservations. The superintendent on the 
Allegany and Cattaraugus reservation has an annual 
salary of $300 and his necessary traveling expenses in 
the discharge of his official duties. The five other super- 
intendents receive compensation at the rate of three dol- 
lars per day and necessary traveling expenses in per- 
forming the duties of their office, which payments are 
made from the annual appropriations made by the 
Legislature. 

It is gratifying to state that the Indian children have 
shown great interest during the past year in the observ- 
ance of national holidays, and seem to take special pride 
in showing honor and respect for the national flag, 
which has been placed by voluntary contributions over 
many of the Indian school-houses. 


Institutions for the Deaf and Blind 


There are seven institutions in this State for the 
instruction of the deaf, which are under the general 
supervisory care of this department. The total num- 
ber of inmates during the past year was 1,546, of which 
145 received appointments from this department dur- 
ing that time. There is also an institution for the blind 
under the same general supervision, located in New 
York city. The number of pupils therein on Septem- 
ber 30, 1895, was 183. 

The expense to the State for the past year for the 
education of the deaf and blind in the institutions 
authorized to receive them was $259,893.93. These are 
not State institutions. They have been established and 
maintained by private enterprise, and the State pays 
at the rate of $260 per year for each pupil appointed 
thereto by this department. The appointments are 
made and extended with as much care as can well be 
taken, and only upon sufficient proof of the fact that 
the persons making applications for appointment are of 
the class intended by law to be benefited. These appli- 
cations are duly approved by the local authorities and 
the certificate of the institution that they are capable 
of being instructed. 


Educational Associations 
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Educational work receives a powerful impetus from necessity of 
the organizations of teachers. There is enthusiasm and organization 
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inspiration in the various educational associations 
which have been formed throughout the State. Teach- 
ers and supervising officers and all interested in our 
schools and in education, are thereby kept in closer 
touch with each other, and opportunity is afforded for 
comparison and discussion of different methods. The 
teachers’ institutes are recognized as strengthening 
influences among progressive teachers. These, how- 
ever, are held under legal requirements and attendance 
is not voluntary. The desire for association is mani- 
fested in many ways. There are several forms of strong 
and healthy organizations represented in the town, vil- 
lage, district, city and county associations under local 
management. Extending beyond are the various State 

Various New Organizations. The New York State Teachers’ Associa- 

York socie- tion celebrated its semi-centennial in Syracuse in July 

ties last; the State Association of School Commissioners 
held its forty-second annual meeting in Oswego in Sep- 
tember, and the Council of Superintendents enjoyed a 
profitable meeting at Newburgh in October. The Asso- 
ciated Principals and the Association of Grammar 
School Principals held successful meetings at Syracuse 
in December. <All of these gatherings were better 
attended than usual, and interesting programs were 
given. A wide range of topics was discussed and very 
satisfactory results have followed. In addition to 
these meetings there was the usual University Convo- 
cation in June. 

While most of these associations have been fairly 
successful in arousing interest along various lines, it 
seems to me that better results would be sure to follow 
if a somewhat different plan could be agreed upon. The 
University Convocation is usually held in June and the 
State Teachers’ Association meets early in July. At 
this season most educators are finishing the year and 
there is more or less exhaustion and need of rest. The 
school commissioners and superintendents meet at dif- 
ferent times and places, while the principals have a 

Added definite time and place. If all these educational bodies, 

strength in while still maintaining separate organizations, could 

the unity of combine to form what might be called a New York 

these organi- ° * 

Stee State Educational Association, which should meet dur- 
ing the holiday recess, a powerful organization could be 
effected which would promote not only every separate 
interest involved, but would arouse a deeper interest 
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along all educational lines. For example, if all these 
various associations united to form a State Educational 
Association, to meet during the holiday recess for three 
days, the main association could control the morning 
sessions at such meeting, which could be given up to a 
general discussion of educational topics; the afternoons 
could be devoted to separate meetings or round tables, 
controlled absolutely by the different bodies named, for 
the discussion of topics peculiarly appropriate to each 
association; the evenings could be made available for 
public addresses under the combined auspices of the 
different associations. A consolidation of interest and 
effort in this direction could be made of incalculable 
benefit to education in the State — certainly it would 
afford an opportunity for the formation of a closer union 
between teachers; it could operate in many ways as an 
inexpensive agency for assisting teachers seeking posi- 
tions; it could consider the many propositions made for 
plans of mutual benefit; it could establish influential 
standing committees to promote favorable, and to pre- 
vent unfavorable legislation, and to have a general 
oversight over all educational interests represented by 
the different associations. The several educational 
gatherings of the State hardly draw a thousand people 
together, all told, at their annual meetings. With 
more than 30,000 active teachers in the State, and as 
many more local school officers; with our splendid col- 
leges, universities and academies, it seems to me that 
there could be an educational association formed which 
should attract every year an attendance of from 5,000 
to 10,000. 

In addition to the interest felt in our State educa- 
tional associations, New York was largely represented 
at the meeting of the National Educational Association, 
held at Denver in July last, and this department was 
represented and given prominent recognition at the 
Pan-American Congress of Education and Religion 

held at Toronto, and in the Educational Congress held 
at Atlanta in October, in connection with the Cotton 
States International Exposition. New York State is 
always well represented at the annual meetings of 
the Department of Superintendence of the National 
Educational Association, and its educators take promi- 
nent parts in the discussions at these meetings. 

During the present year the thirty-fifth annual meet- 
ing of the National Educational Association will be 


LXIX 


Consolida- 
tion recom- 
mended 


New York’s 
prominence 
in educa- 
tional gath— 
erings 


LxXxX 


National 


DBPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 


held within the borders of our State, for the second time ~ 


Educational within five years. The people of the city of Bufialo are 
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making great preparations to welcome the multitudes 
of educators who will gather in that city in July next. 
Great interest is manifested throughout the State in an 
effort to make sure that New York will be creditably 
represented in what promises to be one of the most 
important educational gatherings ever held in this 
country. It is hoped that all our people, interested in 
any way in education, will assist those directly charged 
with the management in an effort to secure a large 
representation from New York State — one which will 
fitly represent her standing in all that relates to 
education. 


School -Attendance 


The Constitution, as amended in 1894, provides in 
article 9, section 1, as follows: “‘ The Legislature shall 
provide for the maintenance and support of a system of 
free common schools wherein all the children of this 
State may be educated.” 

This provision of the Constitution, which appears we 
the first time in the recent amendments thereto, taken 
in connection with chapter 671 of the Laws of 1894 
(known as the Compulsory Education Law) clearly im- 
plies that all the children of school age in the State 
shall receive instruction in the public schools therein. 
At least the duty is imposed upon the people of the 
State to provide adequate facilities to comply with this 
provision of the Constitution, and it is the intent of 
the Compulsory Education Law that attendance upon 
these school facilities shall be insisted upon, or at the 
option of parents that like instruction shall be furnished 
at private expense for all the children of the State. 

An analysis of the statistical tables following in 
this report is interesting as showing the different con- 
ditions of attendance prevailing in the country and 
city schools of the State. The total number of children 
of school age residing in the country school districts 
of the State is 694,917, of whom 512,976 attended the 
public schools some portion of the time during the 
school year, leaving 181,941, or twenty-six per cent. of 
the total population of school age who did not attend 
public school during any portion of the school year. 
The number of children in the country school districts 
who attended private instruction during some portion 
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of the school year was 14,887, leaving 167,054 children 
of school age who did not attend school, public or priv- 
ate, during any portion of the school year, or twenty- 
four per cent. of the total number. As large as this per- 
centage is, it is a much better result than is shown 
by the tables relating to the city schools. 

In the cities of the State the number of children of 
school age is 1,251,323. The number attending the pub- 
lic school at some portion of the time during the preced- 
ing school year was 616,613, leaving 634,715 pupils of 
school age residing in the cities of our State who did not 
attend the public schools during any portion of the 
preceding school year. This is fifty-one per cent. of 
the total school population residipg in these cities. 
Notwithstanding the provisions of our Constitution and 
the provisions of the Compulsory Education Law, it 
appears that only forty-nine per cent. of the children 
of school age attended upon the public schools in the 
cities of the State during any portion of the preceding 
school year. We know that 150,973 children residing 
in the cities of our State attended private schools dur- 
ing some portion of the preceding year, leaving 483,742 
children of school age residing in the cities of our State 
who did not attend any school, public or private at any 
time during the preceding school year. This is thirty- 
eight per cent. of the total school population of these 
cities. 

Notwithstanding the munificent provision made for 
the education of the people of our State, and the great 
care exercised by the school authorities to enforce com- 
pliance with the provisions of the Compulsory Educa- 
tion Law, the fact remains that thirty-two per cent. 
of the total school population of our State did not attend 
any school, pubhe or private, and forty-two per cent. 
did not attend upon the public schools during any por- 
tion of the preceding school year. 

The superior supervision of the country school sys- 
tem as against that of the city is clearly illustrated by 
the fact that in the cities fifty-one per cent. of the school 
population did not attend public schools, while in the 
country but twenty-six per cent. did not attend, and the 
percentage of those failing to attend upon any instruc- 
tion whatever during the school year is thirty-eight per 
cent. in the cities as against twenty-four per cent. in the 
country. 
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I am aware that to a certain extent this may be at- 
tributed to the lack of school facilities in our targer 
cities, but it must be borne in mind that the providing 
of adequate school facilities is but one phase of the 
work of supervision with which local school authorities 
are charged, and that so far as this discrepancy may be 
attributed to a lack of school facilities furnished by 
our cities, to that extent it is a reflection upon the super- 
vision of the city schools. The enforcement of the 
Compulsory Education Law is quite as difficult in the 
sparsely settled regions of the country as in the more 
populous portions of our great cities, and it is to the 
credit of the school authorities in the country districts 
outside of our cities that the schools therein show such 
a large increase in the percentage of attendance over 
that of our city schools. 


Teachers’ Salaries 


The total amount of money paid for teachers’ salaries 


salaries re- for the school year ending July 31, 1895, was 


ceived 


$12,908,834, being an increase of $855,817 over that of 

the preceding year. It is interesting to compare this- 
amount with that expended for a like purpose for the 

year 1885. During the latter year the total amount 

expended for teachers’ salaries was $8,762,950, divided 

among the city and common schools as follows: 

In 1895 the money expended in payment of teachers’ 
salaries in the towns of the State was $4,898,699; in 
1885, $3,839,128, an increase of $1,059,571, or twenty- 
seven per cent. In 1895 the amount expended in pay- 
ment of teachers’ salaries in the cities of the State was 
$8,010,185; in 1885, the amount was $4,923,821, an 
increase of $3,086,514, or sixty-two per cent., a striking 
illustration of the growth of the population of our cities 
and consequent expense attending the school systems 
therein. 

When we turn to the average weekly salaries of teach- 
ers the results are not so encouraging. The average 
weekly salaries paid .to the teachers in the country 
towns in the year 1895 was $8.96, an increase of 21 
cents over that paid in 1894. In 1885 the average weekly 
salary in country towns was $7.84, an increase during 
the past ten years of $1.12. 

The average weekly salary of the teachers in the cities 
for the year 1895 was $19.61, an increase of 55-cents over 
that of 1894. The average weekly salary paid in the 
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year 1885 was $16.86, an increase for the year 1895 of 
$2.85; so that while the increase during the past ten 
years in the amount paid for teachers’ salaries in the 
towns of the State was 27 per cent., the increase in the 
average weekly salaries of the teachers in these towns 
was but 16 per cent., and the increase in the amount of 
money paid in salaries to the teachers in the schools of 
the cities was 62 per cent. during the same period, the 
increase in the weekly salaries of the teachers in the city 
schools during that period was but 14 per cent. While 
this per cent. of increase is probably as great as that 
in other avenues of employment, the fact still remains 
that the emoluments in the teaching profession are, 
nevertheless, vastly inferior to those in other walks of 
life. 

The average annual salary of the teachers in the city 
schools for the year 1895 was $733; while in the towns 
of the State it was but $310. When we consider the 
years teachers spend in preparation for their work, the 
exacting requirements of the service rendered, and 
that their employment in the schools covers the best 
and most active years of their lives, it is apparent that 
the salaries paid the teachers of our State for their ser- 
vices is vastiy below the equitable compensation to 
which they are entitled. 


Arbor Day 


Arbor Day is very generally observed throughout the 
schools of the State. Since the day was established in 
1888, there have been 145,241 trees planted about and on 
school grounds. The enthusiasm manifested in the pro- 
per observance of the day is gratifying, and the atten- 
tion given to Arbor Day by the press of the State gives 
an ever-increasing impetus to its general observance. 
Public interest and public observance are rapidly gain- 
ing ground. The schools are certainly directing atten- 
tion toward the care of trees, their beauty and their 
utility. A greater interest in this direction is much 
needed. Itis natural that attention should be directed 
to trees, when but a little while ago our State forests 
stood as obstacles, if not barriers, to civilization. The 
cutting down of trees, the clearing off of land, were the 
progressive steps toward cultivated and fertile fields. 
The wanton destruction of our forests at the headwaters 
of our rivers was not so much the impulse of greed as 
of ignorance. 
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The custom of observing Arbor Day will prove a 
potent force in bringing out the many elements of 
beauty and utility in tree and flower; it will be a power- 
ful factor in the educational history of the State. It is 
not a holiday, but a day in which the love of nature shall 
crystalize and express itself. It will create in the minds 
of the rising generation a love of the beautiful. It will 
lend itself as a power in beautifying the school-grounds 
and homes of the commonwealth. Itis to be hoped that 
all influences that have conspired to heighten and inten- 
sify the interest and value of Arbor Day may continue 
and that each succeeding year may bring larger proof 
of the wisdom of its originators. 


School Savings Banks 


The subject of school savings banks, in conjunction 
with primary instruction, has received much attention 
during the last ten years from leading educators, the 
press, the clergy and citizens in general. The import- 
ance attaching to it as an educational factor justifies 
this public reference. Public attention was first 
called to the school savings bank system, as practiced 
in some European schools, in 1876, by Hon. S. T. Mer- 
rill, of Beloit, Wisconsin, and Hon. J. Pomeroy-Town- 
send, now president of the Bowery Savings Bank of 
New York. Hon. John Eaton (then United States 
commissioner of education), in his “ Circular of Infor- 
mation,” No. 4, for the year 1881, gave an account of 
the aim, methods and results of the system in France, 
Belgium, England and Germany. Very little was 
known of the practical working of the system, until, 
in 1884, Prof. J. H. Thiry, then school commissioner of 
Long Island City, assumed the responsibility of inves- 
tigating the matter by correspondence with official 
authorities at home and abroad. The result was that 
in March, 1885, he established the system in one school 
of Long Island City which had 450 pupils on the school 
register. After six months of trial of the plan it 
proved so successful that the other eleven schools of 
that city adopted the system. With the co-operation 
of interested educators in Germany, Fraice, Belgium 
and England, a set of rules and regulations for the 
introduction and the practical working of the plan 
was framed and so wisely studied that now, after ten 
years of practice,. no oporent changes have ee 
made. . | ES 2s eee ae 
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From the date of their introduction to this day, the 
school savings banks have proved to be so much in 
touch with the education of children and the sympathy 
of the people, that the press, the clergy and friends 
of the schools have advocated their introduction wher- 
ever found practicable. 

From March 16, 1885, to March 16, 1896, the pupils 
of the public schools of Long Island City have de- 
posited in the Long Island City Savings Bank, through 
their teachers, about $75,000, and have at this date to 
their credit, in that institution the sum of $24,240.89, 
not including the withdrawals of the winter occa- 
sioned by its unusual needs. 

The last table o: statistics of operations of school 
savings banks in America (March 16, 1895,) shows that 
the system is in practice in 290 schools of sixty-nine 
cities or villages of twelve States of the Union, and 
that of 66,714 pupils in these schools, 25,972 are de- 
positors of $324,665.69. Of this amount $203,827.87 
have been withdrawn, leaving a balance of $120,837.82 
due individual juvenile depositors in March, 1895. 

The aim of the School Savings Bank is not merely 
to accumulate dollars and cents, but to cultivate 
habits of thrift, industry and sobriety. The blessings 
conferred upon children by the practical lessons of 
thrift and economy can not be computed in figures. 
They lead the child to an acquaintance with the value 
of money, its wise use, and the methods of accurate 
account. They prepare children to avoid the results 
of the indiscriminate use of money. They offer to 
parents opportunity for closer acquaintance with the 
teachers. They have also proved a valuable help in 
school discipline. It was Walter Scott who said: 
“Teach children self-denial, and make its practice 
pleasurable, and you create for the world a destiny 
more sublime than ever issued from the brain of the 
wildest dreamers.” 

It is claimed that dissipation among children has its 
origin in the indiscriminate use of money. Gradually 
they acquire bad habits, and parents, ignoring the con- 
sequences, too often give money freely, only to dis- 
cover their error when it is too late. It has been 
demonstrated by those having expert knowledge, that 
the practical working of the School Savings Bank 
system, in conjunction with the school program is of 
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Value of —_ invaluable service in the training of children to habits 
Ree ee tol industry, self-respect and self-dependence. Its 
ane tndae_moral value tends to check in children the growth of 
try and econ-evil passions. It helps to directly ameliorate the con- 
omy dition of mankind. It points out to the individual 
child the necessity of husbanding his small resources, 
in order to be able to bring to his teacher every Mon- 
day morning, a report of the small economies he may 
have practiced during the week. 
With the view of creating a popular interest in the 
School Savings Bank system, and a popular belief in 
its power and value, it may be said that an experience 
of ten years in the schools where the plan is in practice 
has fairly proved that the lessons of thrift and economy 
taught children with the ordinary course of primary 
education, is one of the most essential and far-reach- 
ing factors in the moral and material welfare, not only 
of the pupils in the schools, but also of the homes and 
community wherever it has found a loyal support. 
If we consider the crimes and distress of the masses 
in all countries, it appears at first incomprehensible 
that in a country like ours, offering so many opportu- 
nities for individual independence, that in 1890, 82,329 
culprits were confined in penitentiaries, county jails 
and juvenile reformatories. On the other, as a testi- 
mony to popular frugality and its effects upon the 
character of American people, the gigantic amount of 
$1,810,597,023 has been deposited in the savings banks 
of our country by 4,875,519 citizens. 
It has been repeatedly said that to reform a nation 
we must begin with the children. The School Savings 
Bank system would seem to furnish an excellent 
medium through which to lead our children in the path 
of morality, industry and frugality, to the end that 
useful citizenship will be more confidently assured. 


Flags on School Houses 


Provisions of Chapter 222 of the Laws of 1895 provides that the 
the statute gchool authorities of every public school in the several 
cities and school districts of this State shall purchase 
a United States flag and flagstaff and the necessary 
appliances therefor, and shall display such flag upon 
or near the public school building during school hours, 
and at such other times as the school authorities may 
direct. The necessary funds to defray the expenses 
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incurred by this act shall be assessed and collected 
in the same manner as moneys for public school pur- 
poses are now raised by law. Since 1890 statutes 
similar to this have been enacted in the States of 
* North Dakota, Colorado, Vermont, New Jersey, Wis- 
consin, Delaware, Michigan, Massachusetts and IIli- 
nois. 

It affords me much pleasure to state that the 
reasonable requirements of this patriotic statute 
have been complied with very generally through- 
out the State. There are, however, some of the 
districts which seem to doubt the power of the 
school authorities to use the moneys of the dis- 
trict for the purpose of complying with this statute, 
without a vote of the district authorizing such 
expenditure. Section 1 of title VII of the consolidated 
school law empowers school district trustees whenever 
required or authorized by law to incur any expense 
for the district to raise the amount of money necessary 
to comply with any statute so directing without a 
vote of the district. Abundant power, therefore, 
exists in the hands of the trustees to comply with the 
provisions of this law without submitting the question 
to the inhabitants of their respective districts. 

The only object which the State has in view in main- 
taining our school system is to produce good citizen- 
ship. In my judgment, nothing will tend to produce 
greater love for our country and respect for her institu- 
tions than a frequent display of our national flag. Its 
display should be a feature of every day’s school work. 
and teachers may appropriately devote a portion of 
the opening exercises each day, and especially upon 
national holidays, to the lessons which the flag teaches. 
The unanimity with which the teachers of the State 
have seemed to appreciate the purposes of this statute 
’ and the lessons taught bv a compliance therewith, has 
been a source of much gratification to me. 

The law has wiselv provided that Lincoln’s birthday 
should be a legal holidav. and that no school ean be in 
session upon a legal holiday. Washington’s birthday. 
Linecoln’s birthday and Decoration Day are all closely 
connected with the history of our nation, and a proper 
observance of these davs with exercises anpronriate to 
the lessons which they teach are rapidly becoming 
features of our school-room life. It affords me much 
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pleasure to say that where appeals have been presented 
to this department from citizens seeking the enforce- 
ment of chapter 222, a mere letter to the school author- 
ities calling their attention to this statute and the rea- 
sons underlying its enactment, have been sufficient to — 
produce a compliance therewith. 

It would be a good beginning in the direction of 
patriotic education if all our schools throughout the 
State were opened daily by the singing of some familiar 
national song. 


Common School Centennial 


The year 1895 commemorated the one hundredth 
anniversary since the passage of the first law estab- 
lishing common schools in the State of New York. 
Governor George Clinton, in his message to the Legis- 
lature, dated Greenwich, 3d January, 1795, said: 
“While it is evident that the general establishment 
and liberal endowment of academies are highly to be 
commended, and are attended with the most beneficial 
consequences, yet it can not be denied that they are 
principally confined to the children of the opulent, and 
that a great proportion of the community is excluded 
from their advantages.. The establishment of com- 
mon schools throughout the State is happily caleu- 
lated to remedy this inconvenience and will, therefore, 
re-engage your early and decided consideration.” 
Inspired by this patriotic sentiment the Legislature, 
early in the session, appointed. committees in the Sen- 
ate and in the Assembly to consider the Governor’s 
recommendation. Soon after, the Assembly reported 
a bill making appropriations for free schools without 
limitation of time, but this was amended in the Senate 
by a clause restricting the time of the appropriation to 
five years. The measure was adopted and received the 
Governor’s signature April 9, 1795, thus laying the 
foundation of our common schools. 

In his first message to the Legislature, dated Albany, 
January 2, 1895, Governor Morton said: 

“It is a matter of congratulation that the leader- 
ship of New York State in educational affairs is every- 
where recognized. Her present system of supervision 
and examinations is uplifting the calling of the teacher, 
giving more assurance of employment to those well 
qualified, and insuring to the public a more adequate 
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return for the liberal expenditure that has always 
honorably distinguished the Empire State. Buildings, 
equipment, library and apparatus do not make a school. 
It is upon the fitness of the teacher that our educational 
system depends for its results. Toward this end our 
State is making unexampled progress. Our normal 
schools, teachers’ institutes and teachers’ training 
classes are growing in efficiency and are disseminating 
a professional spirit which reaches the smallest coun- 
try schools. Corresponding progress appears along 
the distinctly different line of higher education. Par- 
ticularly by concentrating in a responsible body the 
supervision and control of higher institutions of learn- 
ing and professional preparation, the public interests 
are more adequately protected. It is recommended 
that the Legislature provide liberally but with econ- 
omic discretion for the carrying on of the system of 
public education.” 

Following this message Governor Morton issued a 
proclamation as follows: “A century of magnificent 
achievement in public education in this State will be 
completed on April 9th, the anniversary of the signing 
’ by Governor George Clinton of chapter 75 of the Laws 
of 1795, entitled ‘An act for the encouragement of 
schools,’ passed by the Legislature of that year, upon 
the Governor’s recommendation. The commanding 
position held by our State in commerce, manufactures, 
science, the arts, agriculture and in educational pro- 
gress, is largely the result of the wise and liberal 
policy of our successive State administrations toward 
the common schools. One hundred years of energetic 
and successful educational effort has followed that 
important measure, and bears abundant testimony to 
the wise discernment of the first Governor of the com- 
monwealth and to the loyalty of the people who sup- 
ported his purpose in making the first generous pro- 
vision for carrying his views into effect. If we, of 
to-day, emulate that devotion to the instruction of our 
youth which characterized the founders of the system 
and makes this anniversary conspicuous in our annals, 
those who follow in the century to come will write our 
names, aS we now write those of 1795, with grateful 
remembrance in the history of education in the State 
of New York. It will increase the regard in which 
those who laid the foundations of our educational sys- 


LXXIX 


Governor 
Morton’s 

proclaw- 
ation 


L0D.@:0:4 DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 


tem are held if, on Tuesday next, we commemorate 
in some fitting manner, their services and recount the 
blessings reaped from their labors. 

“J, therefore, recommend to all principals, teachers 
and others in authority in the schools, academies and 
colleges throughout the State, that they devote some 
portion, at least, of that day to appropriate exercises 
by the pupils, their officers and friends, in recognition 
of this important anniversary.” 

Together with the proclamation of Governor Morton. 
the following appeal was issued by the Superintendent 
of Public Instruction: 

To teachers, school officers, patrons and all friends of public 

Pa Fs education in the State of New York: 

ees On the 9th day of April. 1795, Governor George Clin- 
ton signed chapter 75 of the Laws of 1795, “ An act for 
the encouragement of schools,” which was passed by 
the Legislature of that year, upon Governor Clinton’s 
recommendation. The law appropriated £20,000 annu- 
ally for five years, for the purpose of encouraging and 
maintaining schools in the several cities and towns in , 
this State, in which the children of the inhabitants 
residing in the State shall be instructed in the English 
language or be taught English grammar, arithmetic, 
mathematics and such other branches of knowledge as 
are most useful and necessary to complete a good Eng- 
lish education.” This was the initial legislative act 
laying the foundation of the school system of New York 
State. 

The one hundredth anniversary of this important 
educational event will occur on Tuesday, April 9, 1895. 
Tt is worthy the attention of all friends of education 
throughout our borders. Recognizing the inestimable 
benefits which have come to our imperial ecommon- 
wealth from the establishment and growth of its edn- 
cational system, it is earnestly recommended that the 
approaching centennial be observed on Tuesday next in 
all the public schools of our State by appropriate exer- 
cises, which shall remind our school children and all 
who are interested in them of the educational greatness 
of the State and of the educational blessings which have 
come to us as a people. School commissioners, city 
superintendents, normal school principals, teachers, 
school officers, patrons and friends of education every- 
where are urged to give prominence and encouragement 
to this movement, and to unite, so far as practicable, in 
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a proper and creditable observance of the day. Schools 
may be assembled at any convenient hour during that 
day or evening and the exercises may consist of essays, 
recitations, orations, songs, speeches, addresses, etc., 
with such attentions to historical references as may be 
practicable. Little time remains for details, but the 
people of the State of New York may be trusted to 
arrange creditable celebrations in their various locali- 
ties, and all persons interested in the history, growth, 
progress and welfare of our common schools are earn- 
estly urged to assist in carrying out all necessary 
arrangements. If, in some instances, by reason of the 
spring vacation or for other causes, the anniversary can 
not be observed on the day of its occurrence, it is s1g- 
gested that some other date be fixed for the exercises. 
The press of the State, everywhere recognized ag an 
important factor in education and ever ready to en- 
courage every public movement, is requested to give 
prominence to this recommendation, and to urge the 
public to an observance of the day. 

The following counties existed in New York State at 
the time of the passage of the act, and are named 
therein: New York, Kings, Queens, Suffolk, Rich- 
mond, Westchester, Dutchess, Ulster, Orange, Colum- 
bia, Rensselaer, Washington, Clinton, Albany, Sara- 
toga, Herkimer, Montgomery, Otsego, Onondaga, Tioga, 
Ontario. 

As the result of the Governor’s proclamation and the 
appeal from the Department of Public Instruction, the 
day was commemorated in cities, villages and country 
districts by the friends of education throughout the 
State. A centennial school chart was published by this 
Department, and a copy furnished to every school dis- 
trict which would properly display the same in the 
school building. Attention was thereby aroused to 
what had been done in 100 years in New York to pro- 
vide instruction for all the children in the State. Bet- 
ter than that, there was awakened interest in what still 
remains to be done in order to make our common 
school system what it ought to be. Pride in past 
achievements is worthy and honorable when it stimu- 
lates efforts to make the future still worthier and more 
honorable. Surely there is no cause promising rmore 
good to the State, or presenting more powerful appeals 
to the patriot and philanthropist than that of providing 
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the best possible education for the children of the State. 
Such anniversaries as the one commemorated will prove 
valuable as they result in strenuous endeavor to uplift 
and strengthen the educational interests of the State. 
As the education of the young in all that goes to make 
more loving and obedient children, more faithful and 
devoted husbands and wives, wiser and better fathers 
and mothers, more loyal and patriotic citizens, advances 
in thoroughness and completeness, so will the pros- 
perity of the State increase, and New York maintain 
her honorable superiority in the sisterhood of States. 


HoraceMann Jn connection with this event commemorated last 


centennial 


year, is the one hundredth anniversary of the birth of 
Horace Mann, the educator of world-wide fame, to be 
observed this year, on May 4th. In addition to his ardu- 
ous duties in his own State, his interest in the schools 
of New York was unselfish and sincere, and we may 
well remember what he so wisely counselled, and pay 
his memory the meed of our grateful and appreciative 
praise. It would be an honorable tribute to his life- 
work if in this State fitting notice should be taken of his 
constant and effective labors for education. It is 
recommended that each school in the State fittingly 
observe fhis anniversary by such exercises as may be 
arranged. In any event, special care should be taken 
to display the national flag on every school-house in 
commemoration of the services of this great and in- 
spiring educator. 


The Detail Work of the Department 


Few people have any idea of the volume of business 
transacted in the office of the State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction. Owing to the advancement of edu- 
cational interests in our State during the past few years 
it has multiplied in a much larger proportion than the 
growth and development of the State in other directions 
would seem to warrant. 

The examination of teachers for licenses, which was 
formerly conducted in each of the school commissioner 
districts of the State, was transferred to this depart- 
ment a few years ago by legislative direction, and 
while it is the only logical method of examining teach- 
ers, it has vastly increased the work. Some conception 
of its volume may be obtained from a knowledge of the 
fact that there are more than 26,000 licensed teachers 
engaged in teaching in the 12,000 school districts of this 


SUPERINTENDENT’S Report LXXXIII 


State. The questions for these examinations are al] Exemina- 
prepared in this department, and are sent directly to “°"* 
every one of the 114 school commissioners in the State, 
where they are submitted to the teachers, and the 
answers thereto are all returned to this office for exami- 
nation. This involves the careful scrutiny of more than 
260,000 answer papers in every year, a record of which 
must be preserved, ready at all times for immediate 
reference. The accuracy with which this work must be 
done and the care to be exercised in the reports from 
12,000 school districts of the State will be appreciated 
when it is remembered that the Consolidated School 
Law prohibits any district from sharing in the distribu- 
tion of public. funds in which the school is taught by an 
unlicensed teacher. 

In addition to these examinations, there is held in 
every county of the State an examination of candidates 
for free State scholarships at Cornell University, the 
answer papers in these examinations being returned to 
this department for examination. There is also an 
examination held annually in eleven different cities of 
the State for State certificates, conducted in like 
manner. | 

By the last annual report of the Comptroller, it ap- 4PPoTton- 
pears that there was disbursed through this depart- Tecan 
ment $4,034,557.24, which sum aggregates one-third of 
the total amount raised by taxation in the State. The 
distribution of this vast fund involves the gathering and 
tabulating of a vast volume of statistics, including the 
population of the State by school commissioners’ dis- 
tricts, the number of teachers employed in each school 
district and in each city of the State. When it is remem- 
bered that there are 114 school commissioners’ districts, 
thirty-seven city superintendents and thirty-two village 
superintendents, the vast proportions of the details of 
the work necessary to a compliance with the statutes is 
apparent. 

The seventy-seven teachers’ training classes through- 
out the State for the professional training of teachers 
are all directed from this department, and each class is 
visited at least once every six weeks during the school 
year by one of its inspectors. There are 110 teach- 
ers’ institutes conducted throughout the State 
each year by representatives of this department, each 
one of which in all its details is under the control of the. 
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State Superintendent. More than 16,000 teachers 
attended these institutes during the past year, a greater 
number than ever before. 

There are eleven normal schools whose courses of 
study and whose faculties are all under the control of 
this department, and not a dollar of money can be 
expended toward their maintenance or for repairs with- 
out the audit of the State Superintendent. 

The school library department necessitates the appor- 
tioning of $45,000 to school districts which raise a sum 
within a fixed amount for the purchase of books, and 
further requires the careful examination of every list 
of books proposed to be purchased by said districts in 
order to exclude pernicious literature from the libraries. 

The State teachers’ library requires the shipment and 
exchange of thousands of books to the teachers of our 
schools and a constant supervision and record of the 
books handled. 

The biennial school census of the State, provided for 
by chapter 550 of the Laws of 1895, imposes upon this 
department the duty of preparing the blanks, appoint- 
ing the enumerators, taking the census in every city and 
village of the State having a population of 10,000 and 
upwards, and tabulating the results. There are thirty- 
seven cities:and six villages of the State in which this 
work must be done. 

The students receiving State aid in each one of the 
deaf and dumb institutions of the State, as well as in 
the State asylum for the blind, receive their appoint- 
ments from the State Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion. ) tO 

The Indian schools upon each one of the Indian reser- 
vations of the State are directly under the control of 
this department, and every dollar of expense attending 
the management thereof is subject to its audit. 

The appropriation of $25,000 for a system of visual 
instruction applicable to every city and village school 
employing a superintendent of schools is all expended 
through this department. 

The enforcement of the Compulsory Education Law 
in every school district and city school system of the 
State is imposed upon this department, and is directed 
therefrom throughout the entire State. 

Intricate legal questions involving the validity of 
school bonds, the creation of union free school districts. 
the forming or altering of common school districts, the 
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apportioning of school moneys, the payment of teach- 
ers’ wages, legality of district meetings, and a multi- 
tude of other legal questions are annually disposed of 
by this department, for a large number of which ex- 
tended written opinions must be prepared. 

To properly look after the details of this vast volume 
of business involves the writing of more than 40,000 per- 
sonal communications and the shipment of more than 
10,000 pieces of express matter annually. Upwards of 
300 different blanks are in almost daily use, and during 
the past year more than 250,000 of these blanks and cir- 
culars have been mailed from this department. 

No branch of the State government touches the people 
so directly as this. It has in its keeping the dearest 
interests of the people of the State of New York. A 
wise discretion must be exercised wherever local con- 
flicts exist, and whether considered from the magnitude 
of the financial interests involved, or the sacred trust 
imposed in the keeping of this department, I unhesitat- 
ingly affirm that there is no department of the State 
government which compares with it in the care neces- 
sary to its proper management, or the amount of labor 
connected therewith. 


Interesting Facts and Comparisons 


The total expenditures for the maintenance of our 
public schools for the year were $20,950,614.12, as com- 
pared with an expenditure of $19,308,571.09 during the 
previous year, and of $13,466,367.97 in 1885, an increase 
of $1,642,043.03, or 11 per cent., in one year, and of 
$7,484,246.15, or 55 per cent., in ten years. 

The total amount expended for all educational 
purposes over which this department has _ juris- 
diction during the year was $21,984,345.68, as against 
$20,218,742.34 expended in 1894. In 1885 this amount 
was $13,865,530.49. 

The amount expended for school-houses, sites, furni- 
ture and repairs during the year was $4,859,135.46, 
against $4,139,295.87 during the previous year, and 
$2,824,393.33 in 1885. 

The aggregate value of school-houses and sites in 
1895 was $53,400,016; in 1894, $53,026,319; in 1885, 
$33,347,581. The average value of school-houses and 
sites in the cities of the State for 1895 was $57,861.39 ; 
in the towns, $1,266.89. In 1894 the latter was $1,402.81 
and in 1885, $1,038.68. 


LXXXV 


Extent of 
postal work 


Expendi-_ 
tures 


LKXXXVI 


Attendance 


Teachers 


DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 


The whole number of children reported last year 
between the ages of 5 and 21 was, in cities, 1,251,328, 
in towns, 694,917; total, 1.946.245. In 1894 the number 
reported was, cities, 1,208,885; towns, 723,440; total. 
1,932,325. In 1885 the number reported was, cities, 
913.269; towns, 807,857; total, 1,721,126. 

The whole number of children in attendance upon 
public schools Jast vear was 1,158,348, being 616,613 in 
cities and 541,730 in towns. In 1894 that attendance 
in cities was 589.363: in towns, 535.635; total, 1,124,998. 
In 1885 the attendance in cities was 449,879; in towns. 
574.966: total, 1.024.845. The increase in one year was 
24.000 and in ten years 133.000. 

The whole number of davs’ attendance during 1895 
was 139,794,981, being 81.982.040 in cities and 57.812.941 
intowns. In 1894 the total attendance was 135,529.769, 
being 79.669.048 in cities and 55,860,721 in towns. 
In 1885 the whole number of days’ attendance was 
58.758.422 in cities; 53.916.987 in towns: total, 
112.675.409. The increase in one vear was 4,264,000. 

The average daily attendance during the vear 1895 
was, cities, 429.114; towns, 328,580; total, 757.694. Tn 
1894 the attendance was. cities, 407,955; towns, 313.108: 
total, 721,068: In 1885 the attendance was, cities. 
296,152; towns. 314.867: total, 611,019. The total 
increase in one year was 36,600. In ten years, 146,600. 
The average time each pupil in the towns attended 
school.was 21.4 weeks; in cities, 26.6 weeks. 

In 1885 the average length of time the schools. were 
in session was 83.5 weeks. In 1895 the average length 
of the school terms in the cities was 37.4 weeks; in the 
State, 35.2 weeks. In 1894 the average in towns was 
35.0, and in 1895, 34.6. 

In 1895 there were registered in the public schools 
1,158.343 pupils; in normal schools. 8,856; in Indian 
schools, 973; in private schools, 165,860; making a total 
of 1,334,032. ‘Fas ees: 

The whole number of teachers employed in the 
schools during the year was: Men, 5,476; women, 
30.148; total, 35.624. In 1894 the number was: Men, 
5,096; women, 27,833; total, 32,929; being an increase of 
380 men; 2,315 women; total increase, 2,695. 

The number of teachers employed for the legal term 
of school in 1895 was, cities, 10,924; towns, 15.765; 
total, 26,689. In 1894 the number was, cities, 10,264; 
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towns, 15,632; total, 25,896, being an increase of 660 in 
cities, 183 in towns and 793 in the State. 

The amount expended for teachers’ salaries in 1895 
was, cities, $8,010,135.15; towns, $4,898,699.53; State, 
$12,908,834.68. In 1894 the amount was, cities, 
$7,264,613.25 ; towns, $4,788,404.01; State, $12,053,017.26, 
being an increase of $745,522 in cities, $110,295 in towns 
and $855,817 in the State. In 1885 the amount expended 
was, cities, $4,923,821.68; towns, $3,839,128.55; State, 
$8,772,950.23, making a total increase in ten years of 
$4,135,884. 

The average annual salary for each teacher during 
1895 was, cities, $733.35; towns, $310.73; State, $483.68. 
In 1894 the average salary was, cities, $707.77; towns, 
$306.32; State, $465.44. There was a noticeable increase 
in both cities and towns. In 1885 the annual salary in 
cities was $682.82; towns, $262.72; State, $401.52. 

The average weekly salary of teachers in 1895 was, 
cities, $19.61; towns, $8.96; State, $13.74. -In 1894 the 
weekly salary was, cities, $18.06; towns, $8.75; State, 
$12.72. In 1885 the weekly salary of teachers in cities 
was $16.86, in towns $7.84, State, $11.21. It is an inter- 
esting fact that the average weekly salary of teachers 
in the United States, counting fifty-two weeks to the 
year, is $5.67. 

In 1895 there were 959,089 volumes in the school 
libraries of the State, against 799,096 volumes in 1894, 
and 722,876 volumes in 1885. The amount expended 
during the year on school libraries was $132,939.76, 
against $118,181.69 in 1894, and $41,369.74 in 1885. This 
proves the excellent results of more careful supervision 
and shows that library money is not diverted to the pay- 
ment of teachers’ wages, as in years heretofore. 


Rural School Problem 


The condition of the rural schools of the country is 
receiving earnest attention. At the meeting of the 
National Educational Association in Denver, in July 
last, a resolution was adopted authorizing an investiga- 
tion, under the auspices of the association, of the sub- 
ject of rural schools, embracing such topics as revenues 
and expenditures, the constitution, organization and 
duties of boards of management and control and the 
provision of suitable teachers. A committee of twelve 
was appointed to conduct this investigation, as follows: 
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Henry Sabin, Iowa, chairman; B. A. Hinsdale, Michi- 
gan; D. L. Kiehle, Minnesota; W. T. Harris, Washing- 
ton, D. C.; A. B. Poland, New Jersey; C. C. Rounds, 
New Hampshire; J. H. Phillips, Alabama; 8. T. Black, 
California; W. S. Sutton, Texas; Charles R. Skinner, 
New York; Lawton B. Evans, Georgia; L. E. Wolfe, 
Missouri. 

The committee has entered upon its work, and sub- 
committees have been formed to consider the following 
topics: I. School maintenance. II. Supervision. III. 
Supply of teachers. IV. Instruction and discipline. 
The general committee is anxious to receive suggestions 
from any who feel an interest in the “ Rural school 
problem,” along the lines indicated. 


Conclusion 


The friends of education throughout the State can 
find abundant cause for encouragement in the condi- 
tion of the public schools and in the general progress 
which may be noted in the various departments of 
educational activity. There is a steady demand for 
better educational equipment,—for better school- 
houses, better local school officers, better qualified 
teachers,— and there is a willingness on the part of 
the public to respond to these demands. Good schools, 
good teachers, good school equipments cost money. 
The people are more and more willing to pay for the 
best. But there is abundant work to be done if we 


. maintain the high ground we have reached, and gain 


the higher standards for which we aim. To do this 
work as it should be done there must be a closer union 
between the public and the schools, — an aroused sym- 
pathy on the part of the people with all that relates 
to the growth and uplifting of the public school system. 
Without this closer union and sympathy, the work will 
always be difficult, and the best results can not be 
assured. There should always be the closest relation- 
ship and the fullest understanding between the public 
and the schools. Whatever uplifts one uplifts the other 
and whatever uplifts both benefits the State. 


KEKXHIBIT No.1 


Pex PiStTICAlL TABLES 


1. SvaTeMENt’ or Stare Tax Levizep in 1890 anv 1n 1895, p. 3. 

2. STATEMENT oF ScHoot Tax Parp anv ScHoon Money 
RECEIVED BY Eacu County, p. 4. 

3, APPORTIONMENT OF ScHooLt Moneys, p. 5. 

4, ABSTRACT OF STATISTICAL REPORTS OF SCHOOL COMMISSIONERS, 
p. 8. 

5. ABSTRACT OF FINANCIAL REPORTS OF SCHOOL COMMISSIONERS, 
p- 20. 

6. INVESTMENT OF THE CAPITAL OF THE Common ScHoo. Funp, 
p- 28. 

7. COMPARATIVE STATISTICAL AND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE 


Years 1890 anv 1895, p. 33. 


EXHIBIT No. 1 


hundredths of a 
schools. 


TABLE No. 1 


STATEMENT of the State Tax of ninety-seven one-hundredths of 
a mill levied in 1890, and of the State Tax of ninety-four one. 


mill levied in 1895, for the support of common 


1890 1895 
COUNTIES | 
| 5 Amount . Amount 
Valuation ofDax Valuation of Tax 

EMSA ee aoe ee $89,813,395 $93,405 93 $85,795,052 $80,647 35 
Allegany ....-. 14,467,996 15,046 72 13,868,039 13,035 96 
Broome ...-..-. 24,503,926 25,484 09 29,883,724 28,090 71 
Cattaraugus 17,057,852 17,740 16 20,040, 174 18,837 76 
OEY IES GAS ane ere a 31,719,471 32,988 25 30,918, 263 29,063 17 
@hawtauqua ....<-2.-... 2... 26,178,450 27,225 59 | 27,961,124 26,283 46 
@heming 6 te eS | 19,877,810 20,672 93 21,850,681 20,539 64 
CURSTENTE heap eet ee | 18,033,416 18,754 75 15,129,116 14,221 37 
ASS OU Ge Spe ee ee | 9,790, 897 10,182 53 6,689, 965 6,288 57 
COLT SC ae ee 27,552,650 28,654 76 25,885,665 24,332 52 
(SCAG Cae eee 11,235,351 11,684 76 9,666, 105 9,086 14 
TELEGTED ae 13,342,871 | 13,876 59 14,621,747 13,744 44 
LOUES TCE Se eee 47,003,394 | 48,883 53 44,666, 633 41,986 64 
LUC eee gee ae 165,787,370 | 172,418 87 256,177,466 240,806 82 
LUCIO US See ee 10, 167,143 10,573 82 10,185,860 9,574 71 
PEPPER EES eS oo cS 8,043, 222 8,364 95 8,608,182 8,091 69 
LEG UCU ee eR ae ee 8,895,134 | 9,250 94 || 10,988,344 10,329 04 
CEI Chae ee 21,423,368 | 22,280 30 22,482,469 21,133 52 
(CAI. G teaa 13,420,545 13,957 37 + 12,380,873 11,688 02 
PI ALLOS ee or eee se) 1,075,269 1,118 28 1,349, 866 1,268 87 
TiGIN i 23,447,102 | 24,384 98 20,025,390 18,823 87 
RRCHOEROD ee oo 6 Sone ae. 24,888,371 | 25,883 91 27, 286,202 25,649 03 
TSU AES 2 9 dee a ee | 412,371,730 428,866 60 525,195,720 493,F83 98 
EST Soe, See oes | 8,780,108 9,131 31 | 7,845,618 7,374 88 
PAVING ROM poco os cnn | 25,520,472 26,541 28 24,635,975 23,157 82 
LULU SNS | ae oe Oe 19,307,984 | 20,080 30 19,381, 816 18,218 91 
MWonrocwee ss 58 od 100,012,981 104,013 50 132, 273,296 124,336 90 
Montgomery...-..--.-.2.2..-.- 24,787,253 25,778 74 24,515,475 23,044 55 
INES ASG ene 1,676,794,411 1,743,866 19 1,975,928, 987 1,857,373 25 
INES SE een | 27,314,232 28,406 80 82,202,374 30.270 23 
CTC Cae ee ee er 56,513,205 58,773 73 51,854, 292 48,743 03 
MORO H OHS. hace) saeco = | 66,831,426 69,504 68 76,446, 606 71,859 81 
COPS Gs eee ee 29,525,109 | 30,706 12 29,051,902 27,308 79 
MTN ORe cts een c are ace ce =| 43,393,995 45,129 76 41,716,051 39,213 09 
UN ICEs S e 14,834,357 15,427 73 |) 14,791,135 13,903 67 
COT CGS aes een en | 23,164,658 24,091 24 23,716,377 22,293 39 
QsGgn! “GaAs a ee 21,397,702 | 22,253 61 20,513, 642 19,282 82 
LEGO ee 7,318,470 7,611 21 6,738,342 6,334 04 
EONS oes ae =e wish eens ss | 48,977,385 50,936 48 72,168,015 67,8387 93 
RRENSNOIAGT (2 soca eee ooo | 61,967,397 64,446 09 61,921,147 58,205 88 
RIONIMONG - 2. -5-52.,-=-25--. 22 12,990,422 | 18,510 04 26, 674, 867 25,073 90 
LEGS CG ES See ee 12,705,279 | 13,213 49 13,454,123 12,646 88 
SU La Re) 0 25,224,452 | 26,233 43 28,311,865 26,613 15 
SCAT C Ogee Ss ee eee ee 23,326,024 24,259 07 23,127,987 21,740 31 
Schenectady -.-- | 13,138,947 13,664 51 14,655, 227 13,775 91 
Schoharie. ...--- 10,266,178 10,676 83 10,061,082 9,457 42 
SC ONG Cine Se ees 6,885,304 7,160 72 5,649,979 5,310 98 
ONC CRiy wees on a3 2 cc cse ss ue ese 15,423,859 16,040 81 14,480,705 13,564 86 
SLIGIOUNET hi OS se Se a | 25,514,554 26,535 14 | 26,822,517 25,213 17 
COT. ooo SO SB eee 17,897,132 18,613 02 21,545,015 20,252 31 
UENWati oc cke << ccoeq ease - | 5,499, 938 5,719 93 | 5,260,301 4,944 68 
TOOTS , ones ante te ae elena 11,879,566 12,354 75 11,838,319 11,128 02 
RROMUPKID Sees ot aati cess 13,983,944 14,543 30 12,978 858 12,200 18 
licGar (a Shen ee | 25,645,622 26,671 45 25,639,832 24,101 44 
SETAE ele teas xteln 5 we Sania ane 6,910,673 7,187 10 6,955, 606 6,588 27 
RESIN EON 2 oe cco scie ces | 20,118,730 20,923 48 18,074,923 16,990 43 
ANICSING! Bao 48 cee ao por pee epee 25, 257,462 26,267 76 20,157,461 18,948 O1 
BWiestchester: -<.-..(6.. 252-2.) 87,155,581 90,641 80 123,292, 225 115,894 69 
VV SGT TES SSBB ee eRe Bee aO oe 15,253,358 15,863 49 14,799,820 13,911 83 
WHIGCh aoe eon eee ae 12,038,159 12,519 69 10,994,235 10,334 58 

PGR ete ais eae -tecinin's _ $3, 683, 653, 062 $3,830,999 19 || $4,292,082,167 $4,084,557 24 


School Fund received 


TABLE No. 2 


STATEMENT showing the amount of School Tax paid by each 
county, the amount of Tax received back, the amount of Common 
and total amount recewed by each county. 


DerparrmMent or Pusuic. [Nsrrucrion 


"I Common 
, School tax School tax Total 
COUNTIES paid received pa erate te received 

IMipanyse estat ess iaeeee $80,647 35 $77,460 59 $7,434 21 $84,894 80 
WANS ranyec as Meee ee! 13,035 96 38,038 60 23105 74 40,144 34 
BLOOMERS eee cins 4 eins 281090 71 48,042 11 3,540 21 51 582 32 
Cattaraugus..........--.-0.--- 18,837 76 51,482 50 2,847 16 54,329 66 
COPA WCE eee Bere iK no eep SOeare 29,063 17 46,034 43 3,451 31 49,485 74 
C@Waatandua ccs some 26,283 46 61,399 91 5.089 28 66,489 19 
G@horiun gis cecum ae 20,539 64 31,213 40 2642 70 33'856 10 
(SUS mae eee eee ee ae 14,221 37 37,524 33 1,993 95 39,518 28 
Glintoaeh ees Nee 6,288 57 33,174 91 1.887 85 35,062 76 
Golam bin ess ee ete 24,332 52 281549 65 | 2,504 95 31,054 60 
Wort anda ees eee 9,086 14 23,828 39 1.295 81 25,124 20 
TINA Ea ee os ga 13,744 44 44,960 69 2.435 79 47,396 48 
Mulohesse 3: a eee ee 41,986 64 43,986 02 | 3.510 42 47,496 44 
joa ee ahaeee tase ie ee 240,806 82 176,257 74 11.835 10 188,092 84 
TEC (oc ee eR dao 9,574 71 26,452 59 1,494 58 27,947 17 
Paneling 2) Noes teen 8,091 69 30,830 97 1,718 24 32.549 21 
ASUIRGn EG ake ee sees 10,329 04 24/298 34 3,051 64 27,349 98 
Gonessomie a ed meee we 21,133 52 23/370 48 | 1,325 38 24'695 86 
Grdcnet een ecceee eee ne. 11/638 02 23,446 39 | 1306 59 | 24,752 98 
Hamilton 1/268 87 4.623 69 256 02 4,879 71 
Herkimer 18.823 87 34,921 74 1.974 00 36,895 74 
iigitersonbce hie eee eee ao 25,649 03 59,203 73 4,108 82 63,312 55 
LIGHT ah ee ae 493,683 98 394,510 60 27,487 55 421,998 15 
ligt ste ae ae ee eRe oe 7,374 88 27,122 89 1,496 69 98/619 58 
Tivineston sas lean eA ene a! 23,157 82 27,548 91 1,580 93 29/129 84 
IMIGAISON Sc aar a sce eeen seat ele 18,218 91 35,042 34 | 1,963 79 | 37,006 13 
(MON CORE A cle te en eeea neo 124,336 90 112,697 44 | 7,692 46 120,389 90 
Montgomery .......--....-.--. 23.044 55 26.402 87 | 2,382 62 28,785 49 
ENG WT ANCOL cae ten ee 1,857,373 25 647,567 71 46,203 91 693,771 62 
INIAGATRIA Oo eee eee aree 30,270 23 41,585 71 | 4033 83 45,619 54 
Oncidament cower es 48,743 03 | 81.663 32 | 6,422 49 88,090 81 
Onondagacs-s oc. ceeaeeooes 71,859 81 90.766 87 | 6.265 20 97.032 07 
ORtanO NG a ee eee oY 27,308 79 37,513 66 | 2065 40 39,579 06 
Orange .2...8.5. ses 39,213 09 55,914 42 4,992 49 60,906 91 
Oileans eso.ce ees ee ces 13,908 67 22,916 95 | 1.279 42 24°196 37 
OswenOn ee kee eee 22/293 39 53,861 90 | 3,042 08 | 56,903 98 
(OTT) ieee eaeeener: Memon Es 19,282 82 45,263 70 | 2.460 82 47,724 52 
Putnam ...-------.-----+-----. 6,334 04 9,181 01 545 42 9.726 43 
@iconsteaet oe eae eee: 67.837 93 76,019 10 | 4,568 18 80,587 28 
Ronsseliex et eee en etd 58,205 88 67,524 74 4,137 61 | 71,662 35 
IRICHMONG- <2. 6-1. Asoc eaa cis ies 25,073 90 21,802 61 1,484 71 23,287 32 
Rockland sore tie eats ee 12,646 88 16,994 05 13045 14 18,039 19 
Stiawrence |. sgecese-bec- ; 26,613 15 74,483 31 | 4,105 16 78,588 47 
Saratoga: aa% ss oen aaer en 21,740 31 | 41,585 54 | 2/326 84 43,862 38 
Schenectady 13,775 91 17,728 91 | 1,082 61 18,811 52 
Schoharie. ....-.-. 9,457 42 25,878 91 1,427 56 27,306 47 
Sohuplenees ce ek eee ee 5,310 98 14,608 74 811 76 15,420 50 
SE eGN Ee nei eee 13,564 86 18,044 54 1,022 33 19,066 87 
SUe@U DCR = ae mien ieee ian 25,213 17 65,680 53 3,641 89 69.322 42 
Siifolleg nc sos oe See Mee cen. 20,252 31 36,848 83 2,250 43 39,099 26 
Suillivanset6 dc b-eeustaasatel 4,944 68 24,850 08 1,411 38 26.261 41 
Mop aap ee coe pmeeenen eee 11,128 02 | 26,410 97 1,423 99 97834 96 
Row plcins eo. b es Meee S 12,200 13 | 26,747 22 1.477 34 28,224 56 
USHER Sac gas <.lmewetient sen 24,101 44 | 47,860 46 | 2°936 46 50.796 92 
Wo) pon Beebacs oc. we coe 6,588 27 20,907 56 | 1.169 49 22/077 05 
Washington 16,990 43 38,388 93 2,153 47 40,542 40 
Wiavilonct e masce ae 18,948 01 35,853 22 | 2,058 26 | 37.911 48 
Westchester 115,894 69 72/380 30 4.403. 07 76,783 37 
Wyoming. ......-csasseecarne ss 13,911 83 25,918 17 1,451 98 27,365 10 
aS eee ember Bee maty 2 Somes 10,334 58 16,228 16 "885 59 17.108 75 

TROL ATIS< «ns oes SORE SR S| ee ee CR PINGPM lig ecce ee 3.721 62 

Contingent Fund balance....| .............. 4,927 00 | ..- eee Are 4.997 00. 

State Teachers’ Library .....| .....ccc-c.... | --cccscecce Z 10,000 00 10,000 00 


Total 


$4,084,557 24 


$3,500,000 90 


$245,000 00 


$3,745,000 00 
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Taste No. 6—(Continued) 
1892. 1893. 
Buitalorcioy, PONS ssc eke ale tal eels ee ee eee $200,000 $200,000 
Brooklyn city bonds......----..------------------------ 700,000 700,000 
Erie county bonds......-.----...---------------+-----~=- 54,000 48,000 
Wilster County DONGS -2e c= sees cope le ial ia 75,000 75,000 
North Hempstead town bonds. .-....----.--------------- 30,000 30,000 
Union Free School District No. 10, towns of White 

Creek, Cambridge and Jackson, bonds --------------- 22,000 22,000 
Mohawk village bOndS= << === <2. cena epee 8,000 8,000 
Worthyille village DONOS2- ae -e ae conte eee ae 32,000 32,000 
Clinton village, Oneida county, bonds------------------ 27,000 27,000 
Gloversville city bonds --= = -22= 2-2-2 se eee ee =e 5,000 18,000 
ASN AOL AN eG Close aoe sabione sete p acca ng cSPanebSe or mn on. 65,000 65,000 
Herkimer vallago: DONG Sos aoe see ae lain toler eae eee 57,000 57,000 
Fort Edward village bonds .--...-----------.----------- 9 --+--== 97,000 
Glens Walls village bonds: -- ~~ <2 -- <<< sce ceeesee meee === ae 142,000 
ANSTO IES BU NONO CVn one son ene hoeoreup Econ hesseeds  sasease 25,000 
Stanford avila ey bonds ase ecm etem eae ater eae eal rere 12,000 
Bayetteville) village bond see = as sseciseo se aaeeee ee as ieee 29,000 
Union Free School District No. 5, DeWitt, ponds Pee apo spee= 6,500 
Conoctonl villase DONdSaa- csnemees sees aes = ee eee ee 22,500 
InbRne No AE eG NG IE Saag SopceeeEUSeceouoeSecscogchoas, sossco5 20,000 
INBEV Ne TUCO NO NOs Shee ab coder Coes OMOnBESsoon Sasese, caseccte 
Cherry Walley tow, DONOGS< <5 .- -<. enema oe es clans eet ole aaa 
LIS Oy a KON EE GonemspbeseGeanesc oo SeSnSeSceRcese OM seeeoss  Sacsence 
Hamden ito wi tbOMGS sso aaa atale sa = seiner eee ee a 
INbGRANAVE YA NONI: scoosencopeoseunarccodesoesboseaccoe: Se-eseas  Seocnao- 
ivan ktortivill 326 Omnd Sie. mcm sa om ane Sele 9 maa ole ae ee 
Whitehall village bonds 2-420 )------ clasts awe siae se oe ie eee eee ee 
Union Free School District No. 11, towns of DeWitt, 

Pompey.and. La Bayette, ponds.2.2\...-sacss2--12ss55 | Sascnes ese oece 
Mb Owvalle walla ser b ONS saree resets satelstae = ieieatal= eae rere ae ee 
Pennevanivillage) DONS seese = saat eee arte wee 
WolvevilleWilAase ONdS: sec ne sto a eeee aac oe seer me eee eer 
Cami enitownsbonds ce. cnise ce -aas sateen so eelenacewese eeee ee rose eee 
Cortland yillotiewn bonds iz jsc-c oa ete ce cen jamanee ce peecenceen lessee 
Fort Edward Union Sebool District coupon bonds...--.  -----2. 0.2... 
Union Free School District No. 8, town of Pomfret, 

Chatauqua county wuouds2.. sons. can acecee oe ceec oles) MCSE meee 
Union Free School District No. 15, town of Evans, Erie 

COMINEY:, OODGG sre stats x eter Stele lets tate ata ots tee) ec eee 
Richmond vaue villase bonds.e- sence eeneceeseces See a) alee een 


1894. 
$200,000 
700,000 
42,000 
75,000 
30,000 


22,000 
8,000 
32,000 
50,000 
18,000 
65,000 
57,000 
97,000 
142,000 
22,500 
12,000 
29,000 
6,500 
25,000 
43,000 
100,000 
15,000 
217,000 
85,000 
30,000 
50,000 
25,000 


8,000 
75,000 
44,000 
50,000 
10,000 
10,000 

8,000 


1895. 
$200,000 
300,000 
36,000 
75,000 
30,000 


22,000 
8,000 
32,000 
50,000 
13,000 
65,000 
57,000 
97,000 
142,000 
20,000 
12,000 
29,000 
6,500 
25,000 
43,000 
100,000 
14,000 
212,000 
83,000 
30,000 
50,000 
24,000 


7,000 
98,000 
60,000 
50,000 

9,000 
49,000 

8,000 


~ 10,000 
5,000 


23,000 
80,000 
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_ GENERAL SCHOOL STATISTICS 


nie 


ie COMPARATIVE Taner, pp. 37-47. 

2, Sraremuyrs or Common Scuoor Funp, Free ScHoor Fonp, 
AND oF SraTE ScHooL Monrys REcEIvVED AND APPORTIONED, 
pp. 47-54. 


TISTICAL CHARTS, BETWEEN pp. 54 and 55. 


EXHIBIT No.2 


GENERAL SCHOOL STATISTICS 


Comparative Tables, Statements of Common School Fund, Free 
School Fund, and of State School Moneys Received and Ap- 
portioned. 

ScHoou Disrricts 


The number of school districts in the towns of the State on the 
dist of July, 1894, and the 31st of July, 1895, was: 


eee ee ee ee a 1131 

Ee EE Pde tS, ik is 6 LR Pee 11,089 

er cre eet en ee Te Sa Be 32 
SCHOOLHOUSES 


The number of schoolhouses, with their classification according 
to the materials of which they are constructed, was as follows at 
the close of the years 1894 and 1895: 


1894 Log Frame Brick Stone Totals 
CO ie 67 583 8 658 
Se dL 10,008 1,006 392 11,847 
Motale< sic... 31 10,075 1,589 310 12,005 
1995 : 
SC bitods gs 596 10 683 
MeWownhs........ ... 83 9,995 979 295 11,302 
Toile sn... oo. 33 10,072 1,575 305 11,985 


The following table shows a steady improvement in the character 
of school buildings in respect to the material with which they 


__ were constructed, during the four decades from 1865 to 1895: 


zo Log Frame Brick Stone Totals 
6S ei ae 202 «9,874 1,010 5382 11,618 
Se ck ee ws 90 10,004 1,255 439 11,788 
ee 70 10,083 1,386 8738 11,919 


aie ee eeu See ONT 27513750 (uy BOS: 11,988 
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Cost AND VALUE OF SCHOOLHOUSES AND SIT4ES 


The amount expended during the last eleven years for school- 
houses, outbuildings, sites, fences, furniture and repairs, is as 


follows: 


Years Cities 

ASS Beateve 85h ite $1,838,102 19 
clot n wader wie te thee 1,405,773 51 
USB ats ahs net 1,587,249 38 
Mepekel ange Amend talk Ds 1,855,433 73 
i ee waa 9,538,025 22 
COOKS iP ac apne 3,634,917 07 
(CCK yaa see 9,707,165 70 
100 S. 9,669,918 80 
GOS A, Ov takes 9,688,966 92 
SOE oan, Sea res 2,916,950 21 
Cente es a 3,493,724 50 


Towns 

$986,291 
870,681 
806,754 
1,011,087 
1,206,534 
958,347 
998,798 
1,255,272 
1,372,126 
1,222,345 
1,365,410 


State 
14 $2,824,393 


87 


2,276 ,4B5 
9,394,004 
9,866,521 
3,744,559 
4,593,264 
3,705,964 
3,925,191 
4,061,092 
4,139,295 
4,859,135 


Totals...... $27,336,227 23 $12,053,651 50 $39,389,878 73 


in 1885 and in 


The aggregate value of schoolhouses and sites 
each successive year is shown to be as follows: 


Years Cities Towns State . 
NS Saas srr Menten aes $21,469,144 $11,878,448 $33,347,581 
Take aie ea Sear ag Boer ee 23,508,511 12,153,573 35,662,084 
HES ie en. ace eet Ge 24,917,240 12,159,313 36,376,558 
i. Sem rete ace 95,003,559 12,414,796 37,418,355 
SOY oe ee ete 26,237,456 13,116,902 39,354,358 
ODO ae ee, 2, Fe Nera 27,976,561 13,680,174 41,606,735 
SOIR Se Ay oo 8 Sites 30,491,922 19,521,569 50,013,491 
OS oh. ita ty, Ae 32,281,229 14,783,185 47,064,407 
USO eS caster ceiae cane 34,131,958 15,781,647 49,913,605 
BOON a pe 8 ck ae 37,108,595 15,917,724 53,026,319 
OO Der 5) Uo rats oe 39,361,473 14,038,548 53,400,016 


The average value of schoolhouses and sites in the towns, in the 
same years, was: 


Years 

BBD sic ts. «(luke Savile oie auc ere ga ace re lela $1,088 68 
its eee ee a 1,052 80 
Eis eg sce: scart eve inde Sih OREO ee 1,061 67 
NL: SPR Ra nea Me 1,084 83 
LEO O eda. 4 \ ai sic'y oa ee eke ft Rae reo cote 1,145 58 
LOO esi nha aie Sela: ale RUS ee nea 1,191 03 
TOOT ees ss coash Qelecdte ORR Oe ritchie nen ae 1,700 92 
UBD Pes, s Ais... Cage lane eee oe 1,296 54 
BOB ae ss waa AS eee ace een 1,384 59 
Ue EI a 1,402 81 
LB OB i. Shc s cin EERE cay eee 1,266 89 


The average value of schoolhouses and sites in the cities for 1895, 
was $57,861.39. 
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CHILDREN 


The whole number of children between the ages of 5 and 21 
years, as reported, was: 


Years Cities Towns State 

OS 220 2) 1,208,885 723,440 1,932,325 

ee ee. ee 1,251,328 694,917 1,946,245 
ATTENDANCE 


The whole number in attendance, in each of the last ten years, 
is shown in the following table: 


Years Cities Towns State 

“OS 457,816 569,951 1,027,757 
OO 5p a 479,928 557,889 1,087,812 
Lol Oy Sa a 481,909 551,360 1,033,269 
Sk), ee ee 488,203 545,610 —- 1,083,813 
Lo 501,449 540,711 1,042,160 
Loo ie 513,066 540,978 1,054,044 
2a ees 538,660 534,433 1,073,093 
ee or, 550,634 532,594 1,083,228 
be 589,363 535,635 1,124,998 
Be Re en ee 616,613 541,730 1,158,343 


The whole number of days of attendance, for each of the last 
five years, was as follows: 


State 
122,884,485 
124,120,252 
123,531,547 
135,529,769 
139,794,981 


Towns 
310,876 
314,867 
321,146 
313,164: 
311,832 
313,150 
306,966 
305,408 
303,807 
316,546 
313,108 


State 
596,160 
611,019 
625,813 
625,610 
630,595 
637,487 
642,984 
650,017 
665,574 
688,097 
721,063 


Years Cities Towns 

LON 67,918,815 54,965,670 

OL a 69,839,975 54,280,277 

OL 69,980,096 53,551,451 

tt. 79,669,048 55,860,721 

LOUo 81,982,040 57,812,941 
The following statement shows the average daily attendance of 

pupils: 

Years 

i a ik Sere a a is we 284,284 

er NF. Rh I ug as es 296,152 

1 OSES Sagi Ser 304,667 

S05 Vek cen a ar 312,446 

Ps ago a Saas 318,763 

SSS a 324,337 

Me 2s ya Ts a 336,018 

OCS a UR ea ee 344,609 

5 DRS ie SOE SEIS rea a ae 361,767 

oY Se ovis date he os 371,551 

1894. 407,955 

1G Os OS eS a em 429,114 


328,580 


757,694 


The average time each pupil in the towns attended school was 
twenty-one and two-fifths weeks; in the cities, twenty-six and 


three-fifths weeks. 
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The following table shows for each commissioner district and 


city of the State the number of children. of school a 


ca) 


ve for each 


qualitied teacher ; the whole number of children attending school 


any portion of the year for each qualified teacher ; 


the average 


daily attendance per teacher, and the total for the State and the 


towns and cities separately : 


1 | 2 3 
| 
COUNTIES AND CITIES Bees ee eee 
cane ft 8-3° eee 
3 Fa (=| } a on neice: a A 
noses | "se, 8 | os 
2gre9 | 22 Sag | sas 
A ) = i <q 
| 
PANU SES besa nis ok 8 Rema he NR en rt 53 40 22 
NPE = ie ET ONY EN oe a 26 22 | TH 
PRES see ate on ane ee ee 87 49 28 
Cityaaceras. toate ae nce eee eee 112 47 36 
COROGS Ree ets ee ee 3 Oe 27 
AUG oan yh La oo2 52s een ee sears ays ee eet 28 | 27 16 
SS Sai rea ee ra ae ee eS 39 | 35 22 
IBTOOMG irene ss mel eee ok ee ee 29 26 3 
Oe Sodparas sine ae ete eee ee eee oe eee 29 | 26 16 
Bini och anni tonice ese ee aoe eee eee ee 58 43 33 
Cattarang gl 52. cn tenets s see anes 43 31 24 
BSE S Sets Serre = aS SEO RE Seem 39 34 22 
Cay ga 1 seo y eas Se earn eae ene 34 | 29 17 
22ack ok Beet Mee ree eee eee 32 28 18 
BASUPDTULTDI SS ara Sie Sree nie ee 71 33 ar 
OUTER EWN Wee a Se Se ee ee 3l 29 16 
2 SSS ee ee Ce ee 41 33 19 
; Been letters ae ee eee ae eee 38 35 1 
UTD urn shin bersaa-cc7_ PS See ene 82 32 24 
VENI AW ae SMe eee sy Ue 52 39 29 
Chemin ey towns... 2. ee ee ee 34 3L 16 
Lol beth bt ree reeset Soh Mt) bee oe 75 42 34 
Cen an P0501. 5o eat lee eee 29 26 15 
Sisidicia @) ee ee wena eee 26 24 13 
Clinton gl. 45. cei cece sn ee eee 54 38 22 
Divina hint mays elie nae ORS 53 41 20 
Columbia 1 vena Rae Ee sce Sega eee 44 33 iki 
2 isdsd aan Rn ne ee Lae ee ee 40 33 19 
DO SON. So a0... csj5c ce ieee eeirn oe ee eee 115 46 35 
CORULAD Url). ce Fac lcatetaele: aa eee eee 42 29 18 
disk 6 Siwtwia.n) ne Buea e NE ee RE ee ee ee 27 24 15 
GLA ALO SL ata conc ee cue See ere ane ae ee 33 29 18 
Beewes cae Sees Mae eRe eee Cerne 27 24 14 


ae al ek ae 2 ae 
GerneRaL Scroor Sraristres 41 
1 2 3 
Hod wo : t 
epee | SBeeEe | #8 
COUNTIES AND CITIES SPS Be PE 
‘ord ~ © ‘a osus | So 
i he o Fea Sg | Ta 
poses | FBEs, 2 | ofs 
eemeg | ot San | ead 
gees Somoek GS HER 
BS5ne28 Sseane | Pos 
A = 4 
UTI RETES Ls a9 49 36 21 
US cM ae RN oo Soe ar 48 36 21 
RMR CODRIG Rare. ea a 85 41 31 
OOS SAY ae En en A ei 67 43 25 
ae ee 53 4 26 
sib oleracea ele ie nO en 42 33 20 
“SIUFRID 5.5 He ee ea 121 51 34 
Se eet OE ew eee 39 38 19 
Eves RS Oe le ee ag co ee 42 34. 21 
2 UATE eS © eee eee ae 44 42 23 
re Set Sa cao cn ao eae am ape aD 47 40 22 
ETE OUMTCO WINS ee 4) Pore ts woe ae ec eves 38 34 18 
RLOMOES Gree cu ee a eee 57 53 39 
SECM ROH WME tue oe Pp) eee Pee 13) 56 42 
ERGSOO) whieh ee See ae ee ee ee AT 36 22 
CORI, he Se ee oe ene ge 42 32 21 
St soi S I Soe eG BS ae Ea a 36 29 16 
MARMOT ee eS, Pe LS ar mtn ee 30 25 15 
IGENES TONS 25 GRE SS 6 Sere ee ie pee ae a ae 44 33 22 
i Si A Ad a oe yt ae 36 29 19 
ESS a A SI et a 28 27 16 
Ee eee ae oie onic eee sees 36 30 18 
Bs lca ER og eR Cl ae eS ES 8) 29 aye 
RVienbeDuOMM ons Ae open, oxime Seok ecto ce Sas 54 38 26 
MMC MEO WOS eee nies. 22 ene IS ees aekik 95 57 31 
PRO OLINY Mime cee pias eae Se eile Sele one 122 57 39 
ILONNIIGs, 2866 25 Bea Gg Sco eee eae anya 31 28 15 
Pett Ser og te phe ido vay Sim ste aes 39 32 18 
AUTRES ROE Devan ene a ate 38 34 21 
BRAS. once ee eee ee es 38 28 18 
INARI INS OV. TNA Fears SPE ere Be i ea eR ene 28 26 16 
5 Broch RS a AIOE Sa RR ee 41 34 22 
I@EIMROG) 1b ace BEHA dene Gace See suaoaseeee 51 39 24 
IES Ahoy) Salts [oe Siar a aie crev eam Sie ss) sofa 57 38 22 
PROCES LE Ripe ieee acer) « sa te ere 88 36 28 
BEERNNOMDMOMONY nat cou foo set. cceics seb ceeelee 46 38 23 
e ra Amsterdam Seah Linea es Ae Beate Peete pe ten tare hei aa 114 5d 39 
New York... .2:.. .. FE OES AGEN TORE RI 133 69 46 


492 DerparimMEntT or Postic [ysrrucrion 
1 2 3 
eo) aL [S) b 
COUNTIES AND CITIES = es Saou. |Z? 
ence Bi So Soe 
oe En a A Bo a 3 off 
HOO Ze EB? Ses | weg 
Bers eat oe sie eA'o 
=) He On WE os Ros 
B6neS | SSAARS | bee 
Zz Ee 4 
SEEYE5 on pa cae eee Be ca omiteare oices™ 64 41 24 
nthe nee Wars ga Pie car oe eer | AA | 36 20 
DUO CKD OTE at tees aie ata ciate oo ePar eee eens | 75 47 41 
Near a Jb al [slp setae eee Senne ee 79 | 50 34 
One day le conan aes Benen ee nae Mey ee eae 50 | 35 22 
Dr ORS Senet tek tag oat ahr ae aii Sa 38 | 30 20 
be reay Chae we sme Ore corp a 36 30 18 
Aare Cet oe 2 eh tapers Moat ay ee RCO LEO Ee aed 28 | 25 14 
UBL GR eto. Sand thee ages aoe See ae oe aN 70 | 45 | 33 
TOMO sacs seesc tas nee Sond se ee 76 39 29 
Onondaga 1 se cuneceace eee wae ce eee een eee 43 | 35 23 
28 Sach: NSO e aces a awa ene oer ee A} 34 21 
SB epee hess ee Se Ce 35 29 19 
SV Pa CUS ekare aces name ee pon Aner ieee eee ne | 46 37 
OANA US eer Pete aR gua rei ES rw kt oe 47 | 35 22 
DIS Satara alee olata vane le hee er pees 374 3l 19 
Orange slice sci. 5/s-8 ase eae ee | 51 43 27 
ews cera ten Soa ee <a ae ee eee 52 41 26 
New Duro Wat. caveacye = ee) ee ar 79 57 36 
Middletown 25° stn cSeas aes 2 ee ee eee 76 35 26 
Mycleatin reeset sae 2 io a a 42 36] 21 
Os Wee ONS. oscites cere een oan on a | 39 35 21 
DP Sararayereroet he, he eae Ra ee eee ae 31 28 24 
Oo Soigs dh an c sey emyaeee Sa ee 29 26 | 16 
Citychs. Soin eee ee oe 99 43°|- Se 
Olseea, Wises: ou. sheet 28 26 |S hae 
ZS OS Valera elena eae 33 28 16 
LEW HTS 5 Sete eters? oy ees we hase ee 45 36 21 
| 
GOT SME, 20.2, 1 | ele ccon nee er ae 103 | 56 36 
Hie .sie sislaciier Gai Sits mee haa oe 83 | 50 32 
Moug Island? City 02.5... cea eee 70 | 53 38 
FUCNSSGLAGT, 1. ace. .c elven nt 6.0 eee ae | 50 | 34 23 
Orbe Sl, ee ee 60 | 38 23 
STEN O Vie esha ets Gea Ry ccs Se a Soe 120 36 27 
eeRMmOne 8.05... sine ky ee 99 61| 38 
PROCS an (ee shocmaute eG os. iy ene oe 83 52 32 
Surlaywrence, let. .s2 cna. Socce ee oe 33 27 ire 
PIAS: c, «ote tota cert oe 33 27 wh 
BIS Ue at Say ee ey 39 33 18 
OSdens bares suc. ce uoh usenet: eres ae eee 65 42 31 
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43 
st 2 3 
COUNTIES AND CITIES a Bay's oh eee wall can 
oss 8 S58 | Bo 
Sees Bog 5 |TaA 
Hie $ Bis a o ae Pt o 8% 
Byres | oS S28 | sae 
Benes | SS8E28 Ess 
SS Eg ee 2 49 38 24 
eis Aa ea ae ge eer ee 44 39 23 
mehenectady, towns.........25.22slesec we... 42 33 18 
Retin ee See a Spas ater ee 109 50 37 
ee a iceniete ee er Ne oo cies et 29 2 15 
Seba eNotes 32 29 18 
NONE, Se a eo 31 28 17 
EE eee cc ose Sete dk ea: 47 33 21 
OL SNS Ce i a I ee 37 32 19 
Dae eee rt nies SAR See me 46 od 22 
ee ee ee ee 43 34 20 
ER EaeMer ere OR hn, Cee bette che 56 42 29 
; ee Nee oe rN, oto, on, 59 45 29 
SCLIN, 2 Ter a ee ee 43 36 20 
"ig ey A eee a a ee eee 46 39 21 
LOSS. nd Sa ee 34 29 9) 
SS SUERYSTHI Si Ty Sa A ce 26 24 14 
92 SE SO TOA REISE Pea ees 29 25 16 
IDUDENG Gas Scales ee a MO ee 75 50 41 
(USCS, Lee See ee a il 60 36 
Bi iS Sirs ree POSS NE OES PO fal 42 27 
CS te eae a eee re 50 40 22 
\WQITEREID yal St A a 48 36 20 
AW STS i063 OA Bee ee a 3 30 19 
Se Pe ae cen Sa ee a 38 33 21 
AWW RISHDG Ue 6a aS c ar  ae 42 35 21 
ee he em Topco 45 39| 29 
SY SUCLOIGSUIG ES aoe See ee 76 49 84 
BOS Soe eA SSeS AeA Ie Ease 86 45 30 
AE MEET Pye Pash ayes 2 eee Sees 58 42 25 
INCL - SCENT 05 eae na a 63 48 35 
RVOIMCORS eee se SMe ees ae ore 117 45 Bil 
WTP RO DUAN TB =e, a a 41 34 21 
Meee a 31 28 17 
WRHOS oedinde asec aja ges Bie oe eee ee 40 32 18 
ROME Sarma eee oe Me es ae Se 46 34 20 
CONICS. 3 SCRE ee Ce ne ea 117 57 39 
Sid OME eee ose enon nino eee 74 43 | 28 
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Scuoot TERMS 


The average length of school terms in the cities was thirty-seven 
and four-tenths weeks; in the whole State, thirty-five and two- 
tenths weeks. 

The following table shows the average length of time the schools’ 
were in session in the towns for each of the ten years mentioned : 


Years Weeks 
hole) Set nn err eer ee ier Ao Gh Secu 33.6 
| ho. inner e Marre Gir ie te eset tote ite ccs CA ee 33.8 
LRolcle Ee Ree Pee ee et Ne Pee ne et po 33.3 
WBS ON a ac Re od eae ee i ee ae a 33.4. 
LS OO scape o's Ste Jp, A epanan rade geese ae RP elite Std ie eres SD or 
1h So) tape een ans er eer ear treme mcm mre eet BU con 35.3 
dhol’) oan SM IE Te nein wiorerr h Mak et Gah RNS CEA Soe a 35.5 
US O8 oie eae a. cls Dot Es Ri AE alae GRC 35.3 
BAS ek. Vere 4 eGR eon ee Tee Cry See 35.0 
i Ko: [5 en ues meaner Senter ee Mee See eK 34.6 
REGISTRATION 


The number of pupils registered in the several common schools, 
normal schools, Indian schools, and private schools durmg the year 
was as follows : 


Common, schools... . 0 .c0. 3 vanes ce ee 1,158,343 
Norma] “schools {a0 .cos vee bce ee winks eee 8,856 
Indian, schoola:y 2u.oe aie afi aes ee ee 973 


Private schools . |. ec ok Saker ke oe ace eee ee _ 165,860 
Potal nc. ..6 sty shui ancien cee ee 1,334,082 


TEACHERS 


The whole number of teachers employed in the common schools 
was ; 


Years Men 


Women Total 
DOU Ret Lik Bt a x cet Corte ee 5,358 26,345 31,7038 
UGS eR pn RE ope Ox 5,359 26,623 ~—- 31,982 
HS eat s iA oe he tals. dec eck wae oe aa 5,292 26,869 32,161 
LS OS en. Ache, eran a toc Naeem 5,068 27,408 32,476 
ue Dense, . ae etn eae 5,096 27,833 32,929 


SPASMS cn eh Rei iy ie 5,476 30,148 35,624 


vr lia 
4 
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The number reported as employed at the same time for the 
legal term of school in each of the last five years, is given in the 
following table : 


Years Cities Towns State 
ee eer Ls caw SF ooo cs 9,126 15,231 24,357 
Rs bcc vane 9,515 15,369 24884 
ae ke cee eck 9,812 15,602 25,414 
Re ee a ka Soa oak S 10,264 15.63 25,896 
ee a wicc ven xe bws 10,924 15/765 26,689 
TEACHERS’ LICENSES 

The following statement shows by whom the teachers employed 

in the schools were licensed : 
Normal Supt. Local 

1894 schools Pub. Ins. officers Total 
SG rer 847 364 10,540 ol 
ow) a ee 2,330 654 18,194 21,178 

|S] Es ila a aaa SAT 1,018 28,7384 32,929 

1895 
(OSS rr ra 997 567 10,966 12,530 
OLE er 2,604 588 17,600 20,792 

“COC ee ae 3,601 1,155 28,566 33,322 
TEACHERS’ WAGES 

The amount expended for teachers’ wages was: 
Years Cities Towns . State 
USS $4,923,821 68 $3,839,128 55 - $8,772,950 23 
SSO cies a lass ss 5,236,730 92 3,865,537 85 9,102,268 77 
SSeS a as 5,415,202 91 3,891,222 97 9,306,425 88 
SSS ae ae 5,683,855 67 3,992,236 26 9,676,091 93 
“Sot eee 5,727,541 69 4,077,062 31 9,804,604 00 
ae 6,129,229 54 4,292,942 44 10,429,171 98 
SN ree 6,564,365 94 4,448,620 49 11,012,986 43 
TE. 9 eae 7,048,412 82 4,572,653 91 11,621,066 73 
18938. 7,146,693 05 4,736,401 89 11,883,094 94 
Ee 7,264,613 25 4,788,404 O01 12,053,017 26 
LS 8,010,185 15 4,898,699 53 12,908,834 68 
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The average annual salary for each teacher, calculated from the 
foregoing statement, was : 


Years Cities Towns State 


ESSOn fae. coals one Sia Ace ee $701 81 $261 66 $409 27 
ROS ele Sd atc hr ae etree 687 12 262 44 409 83 
PSC S ikea ot eadle Guale cesta, Sree eee 702 92 266 75 419 75 
LSSOSS & 40s. hereto ik Sava came 688 65 270 OF 418 79 
ES OO aes nade eran a eae eee 694 29 285 49 436 71 
URON NCS eee aerene yah ok toler Meh Re See der 719 30 292 10 452 16 
PS Petes 2 ert ation Nese tA tity seals 740 76 297 52 467 00 
HES Ussuea a hoy enere Soren ims Chae oaer neta 728 36 303 57 467 58 
EES OEE Peta cie: ea vemesker eee rae ete OCceree 306 32 465 44 
ESO DRY Onset h jac aah eee mer 733 85 310 73 483 68 


( 
LESS Gist nk Sy ter ae oe eS ae 17 39 7 76 11 44 
BESSA ehh crete ys oh te eel oe ae 17 70 7 89 11 68 
SB Secs. oe aah eye oe ee 1 47 8 08 Lis 
ESO Ole cnstexe cet oael hoeke erapetataasshcare 17 40 '' 8 00 1D 4G 
NS OUR ia aos ie, tse: Soa Awe ear ae 17 89 8 27 12 18 
PS Oa ares ce tern tcoh te tyne aimee eines 18 75 8 38 12 62 
UCI ae ere eee AEE TO REN ACT 18 67 8 60 12 74 
ES Ae Maney, stoke th deh wke de cps Eh geen 18 06 8 75 12 72 
MEO Ice ry. see Wh oh soce xs Seek see ee 19 61 8 96 13 74 


The amoant apportioned as a “ district quota ” was: 


SS BO ao irecs: won serie oi nln ">. Sade uak eal ee hee eta ener a $44 94 
BS SG icc eat ao dws e-tor eid eh cuov eee Ala, eta an ee Ae 66 12 
EBB Tie, ob8os onnaediw wiv ofS v Pe a aya eel 0) era Re 76 08 
isle i i (oe Mere Pawn CG SE 74 56 
cto! ee ee connate ee 13 40 
WOO aie wleiblaie és smaie tie aos ea be ee 72 12 
POs Sc le-b evar a! 9 Rete g = 8 een 100 00 
TOD foxes ses nial os wearssn aca vo apy Sete a er 100 00 
MIO icss d's wa G's aintsin bvapecers wa. 0-4, Re eee 100 00 
DO die. 5 eS ain. «nace ee was evra te eer L100 00 
ED Dh welny isn «'chls) « esis “Giei- epee «aval ee eee 100 00 
ASD Saks, fis lange ea a alu esos vou 10 ge Se 100. 00 


_ Previous to 1891 the “ district quota’? was determined by divid- 
ing the amount apportioned for that purpose by the number of du ly 


qualified teachers employed during the preceding school year for the 


legal term of school. By an amendment to the Consolidated School 
Act, made by the Legislature of 1890, the “ district quota” was 
made the fixed sum of $100. 


on 
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SUMMARY 


The following is a summary of the statistical reports for the year 
ending July 31, 1895. For a detailed statement by counties, see 
Table No. 4, in Exhibit No. 1: 


Cities Towns State 
Nrimber of districts. ......<..--.- 682 11,089 11,771 
Number of teachers employed at! ; 

the same time for 160 days or more 10,924 15,765 26,689 
Number of children between 5 and 

Pal VOATA OL BOO... -- cs. acs case 1,251,328 694,917 1,946,245 
Number of male teachers employed 1,227 4,249 5,476 
Number of female teachers employ-| 

CEL brs Ses a cea NS 11,403 18,745 30,148 
Namber of children attending the 

BOIMIIOM SCHOOLS) sh - sere ceed oe 616,613 541,730 1,158,343 
Average daily attendance. ........) 429,114 328,580 757,694 
Number of visitations by school 

COMMINSLONOLE 2. oc 22 ose. soles | eot feet Se es 14,933 14,933 
Number of volumes in district 1i- 

DIES 6 Seo SE eerie enemas 367,834 591,255 959,089 
Number of log schoolhouses.......|..---.-------- 383 33 
Number of frame schoolhouses...-| 77 9,995 10,072 
Number of brick schoolhouses. ..-- 596 975 1,575 
Number of stone schoolhouses -.-... 10 295 305 
Whole number of schoolhouses. -..| 683 11,302 11,985 


STATEMENT oF ALL Scuoot Moneys RECEIVED AND APPORTIONED 


The State school moneys for the ensuing year are to be derived 
from the following sources: 


From the United States Deposit Fund............ $75,000 00 
From the Common School Fund................. 170,000 00 
iiecretine otate school tax. ...5. 5 os ss eee ee eas 3,615,500 00 

TA a LES Sa gs ea ae $3,860,500 00 


The apportionment has been made as required by law, and is as 
follows: 


For salaries of school commissioners........-...65 $115,500 00 
For supervision in cities and villages............. 86,700 00 
Ra eee Gol LbPaNies .. Ueiacsy ice os baa ees 45,000 00 
fie state teachers’ brary}... 7 eee eee eee nes 10,000 00 
Perecontingent fund. 2. ole Fi oy te ese ss 4,927 00 
Bee IeCOGIS 2. odin: ctagpattaee ane vc tte ees 3,721 62 
For aggregate attendance quotas ..............-. 928,151 38 
Beererie: QUOLAS (202.5 6.6 cct hae eee. ee 2,666,500 00 


DG ee area iets mone Unread lols, the oda $3,860,500 00 
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The following table is a summary of the financial reports relating 


to common schools for the year ending. July 31, 1895. 


For a 


detailed statement by counties, see Table No. 5, in Exhibit No. 1: 


RECEIPTS 


Cities 


Towns 


State 


Amount on hand August 1, 1894... 
Apportionment of public moneys-. 
Proceeds of Gospel and school lands 
Received from Board of Regents-.. 
Raised by tax 
Estimated value of teachers’ board 
From all other sources..---..----- 


$2,408,100 18 
1,776,741 60 
~~" "90,780 50! 
9,501,035 83 
“2,451,840 38 


$16,158,498 49 


| 


$774,921 62 


1,997,708 54. 


30,312 
61,573 


49 


00 


4,364,854 05 


25,344 
995,956 


24 
02 


$8,250,669 96 


| $3,183,421 80 

3,774,450 14 
49 
3 50 
| 13,865,889 &8 

25,344 24. 
3,447,796 40 


| $24,409,168 45 


PAYMENTS 
For teachers’ wages. ......-.-.---- 
IROLAIDLALIES =. ace Soe e er. eee ae 
For school apparatus 
For schoolhouses, sites, ete 
For all other incidental expenses.. 
Forfeited in hands of supervisors. 
Amount on hand July 31, 1895.-... 


$8,010,135 15 
74,091 73 
499,971 12 

3,493,724 50| 
1,486,684 95 
2,652,676 45 


$16,147,283 90. 


$4, 


1, 
1, 


898,699 
58,848 
72,152 

365,400 

056,409 

4,485 

805,877 


53 
03 
91 


68 
76 
03 
46 
74 
5 45 
3,458,554 33 


| $12,908,834 
132,939 
| 502,124 
| 4,859,135 


$8,261,884 55 $24,409,168 45 


By deducting from the totals, under the head of payments, the 
sums remaining on hand July 31, 1895, it appears that the actual 
expense of maintaining the common schools during the year was as 


follows: 


Pustic Monnrys 


© sey Te) 0) ie} feviN' 10! is) ‘a’ fe), feel e Lele ei\e) eel e (ee ile) ee tsi al Gmeialial 


The following table shows the receipts and payments on ac- 
count of the Common School Fund during the year, August 1, 


1894, to July 31, 1895: 


Receipts 


Interest on bonds for lands 
Interest on loan of 1840 


Ce ey 


Ce ee Ue ee ee CU We 


O00 Oe: (0) @ O10 10) 8) 6 ie eo a) wl 6) Bes eo) Reae 
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Interest on Albany city and county bonds.......... $9,330 00 
Interest on bond, town of Middletown............. 1,018 34 
Interest on bonds, New York city .....0.......... 35,107 30 
Interest on bond, village of Little Falls............ 9,643 75 
Interest on bond, town of Volney................. 787 50 
Dividends on stock of Manhattan Company......... 3,500 00 
ORS GUE ENN oe ek ee 138 50 
From revenue of United States Deposit Fund...... 75,000 00 
Purerest on bond, town. of Sidney. ..............6. 1,128 75 
mivereston bond, town of Wallkill................ 1,452 50 
Pirerest.on bomd, town Of OTSego. 2... ck ee 437 50 
interest on bond, town of Cohocton......20........ 1,015 00 
Bateresron bond, town of Salem. . 22... Soi... ce eas 280 00 
Interest on bonds, towns of White Creek, Cambridge 

PRC CSOD Foc tcre ath ne) Gate siok eee ee ood 770 00 
Interest on bonds, town of North Hempstead....... 1,200 00 
Interest on bonds, village of Mohawk.............. 320 00 
Interest on bonds, town of De Witt................. 590 00 
fremiums on Albany city bonds................5. 6,168 06 
Interest on bonds, village of Northville............ 1,120 00 
inverest on Hrie county--bonds....°. i262... 200... 1,680 00 
fiercest. on- Buffalo city bonds. ... 2... ws oo. oe yp os 7,000 00 
marerest-on brooklyn city bonds.................. 20,000 00 
Interest on Gloversville city bonds............... : 630 00 
PEeTe st eONs DTOY CILY DOMES. 65 6. )s.c 2 esisie Law ea tees 2,275 00 
Interest on village of Clinton bonds............... 1,750 00 
marerest on. Ulster county bonds... 6.6.06. .0.t+.0 3,000 00 
Interest on village of Herkimer bonds............. 1,995 00 
Interest on village of Fayetteville bonds........... 1,015 00 
Interest on town of Andes bonds.................. 743 75 
Interest on village of Glens Falls bonds........... 4,970 00 
Interest on village of Fort Edward bonds.......... 3,880 00 
mremiumeon Brooklyn city Donds........56...0.-% 22,989 04 
Interest on Niagara Falls city bonds............. 4,000. 00 
Interest on town of Cherry Valley bonds........... 507 50 
Interest on village of Stamford bonds............. 420 00 
Interest on village of Fairport bonds.............. 1,720 00 
Interest on schov! district bond of town of De Witt.. 325 00 
‘Interest on village of Lowville bonds.............. 2,218 66 
Interest on village of Frankfort bonds............. 843 84 
Interest on village of Ilion bonds................. 1,050 00 
Interest on village of Penn Yan bonds............. 1,471 34 
Interest on bonds, towns of De Witt, Pompey and ; 

(De EEA TORWES 5 SRR SRB Pee otk te Cc tee ee ° 289 72 
Interest on town of Hamden bonds................ 2,975 00 
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Interest on town of Delhi bonds 
Interest on village of Dolgeville bonds 
Interest on town of Cortlandville bonds............ 
Interest on town of Camden bonds 
Interest on village of Whitehall bonds 
Interest on town of Fort Edward school bond 


eoree eer cee eee eo eee ew 


2 emp oo © 0 = 6 6 86 


a! (a (eyr6) si etre) oi Oliat.« Of «bene 
©) 6 ,(8),e. 9) 6) © Weyrstron em 


Payments 
Deficiency of revenue October 1, 1894.. $18,578 07 


$7,595 00 
1,681 44 
1,564 31 
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00 

00 


$256,579 27 


Dividends to common schools........ 245,000 00 
LECH Te SCHOOIS | Masset) «Ace ae 5,929 13 
Premiums and interest on investments 6,578 52 
Transferred to capital for losses on 
loans and lands bid in sale of 1840. 900 00 
276,994 72 
Deficiency of the revenue September 30, 1895, $20,415 45 


Free Scooot Funp 


The following table shows the receipts and payments on ac- 
count of the State school tax during the last fiscal year: 


Receipts 


Balance on hand October 1, 1894 
Interest on deposits 


CE Ly RCO. Tee Wwe CCNY CORY CIO. Ce Cee ce 


$404,814 
6,142 


SEALGRUGAKM ccctaties cuts wis Sie ateaiae mus ch Ge Reena 3,989,887 95 
ELATATILOM COUNTY + Sm a)a ia ser ooee Care cee ee 100 00 

OLE ass Leas Dela a itee, on aie Rae eee eee $4,400,944 69 

Payments 

EXDPOrliONMeNt tO COUNTICS! .... uaa ate. ae eee $3,491,250 93 
Supplemental apportionment ......... ......... 3,820 00 
aibany State Normal Collepe...... 5 eee 25,989 29 
Brockport State Normal School................. 22,500 30 
Buitalo’ State*Normal School... ...0. use lee 20,000 11 
Cortland State Normal School ...5c..,...... 5) 25,219 85 
Fredonia State Normal School.................. 22,000 00 
Geneseo State Normal School: ........ Jase ee 24,637 29 
New Paliz State Normal School....2..0)..0. 00) 19,000 00 


UVR Se eM WI OC OF O 


22,000 00 
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Oswego State Normal School ................00. $25,000 00 
Plattsburgh State Normal School............... 20,882 63 
Potsdam State Normal School..........0........ 23,250 86 
Indian youths at normal schools.................. 431 25 
ERA CON OOIS Te las a 5 a Pas kN Ok Oke eed wan 5,243 47 
PeaeRermenstitutes. heh Zee Se we bea eek 33,825 62 
emeners training Classes... 3... check es Cee aaes 90,724 69 
School Commissioners’ salaries ...............005 113,619 44 
mounty Preasurens’ £6€8. oo e6c 6 vee kc clos cee ees 5,745 14 
Printing and binding school registers and trustees’ 

ELOISE OA Re A Oe Oe 5,200 00 
American Museum of Natural History........... 18,019 73 
PSOE e SAI DORE elec cA Moss om lakes. 12,107 20 
imarance. on hand October 1, 1895..........-...+. 370,524 19 


$4,400,944 69 


The total expenditures for the maintenance of our public 
schools in each year, froin 1850 to the present time, is shown in 
the following table: 


LOTS oS ete ee $1,607,684 85 
1. aE OS eRe ee peti te 1,884,826 15 
a SAS Ge rs pokes aes 2,249,814 03 
SE ylse cues Ge ae 2,469,248 52 
USE oe eee eee 2,666,609 36 
LESS. yee [eee Nene ne eae 2,544,587 62 
USS! ad GAG RBar 2,323,049 98 
NS rE TA hic Ok ky wea seven 3,792,948 79 
“SES gals SO 8 SS neat ea a era *2500,000 00 
Be he hae et, 3,664,617 57 
LED) catenin a 3,744,246 95 
“ONE. Loy, sie ga aR i renee 3,841,270 81 
LoGE een 3,955,664 33 
Ot, eg ec aen es koe nes 3,859,159 21 
ee ep a ee, 4,549,870 66 
“SEE 18 hee ee 5,735,460 24 
See eee re 6,632,935 94 
(OR) coage nie eee 7,681,201 22 
SES 1.6: eee 9,040,942 02 
“250 sa ae Oe eee 9,886,786 29 
eh ee Ne ere odoware ba 9,905,514 22 
“OU, Ee Oe ee ee 9,607,903 81 
'O22 hes ees Bee en 10,416,588 00 


* Estimated. 


ma 
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1873 hess ce Seok ee $10,946,007 21 
(Cie ae ID ey em os ae: 11,088,981 70 
ESSE Base ha ere ast ig REO Ir i meg 11,459,353 43 
PRTB Gl ow oe ah DeLee 11,439,038 78 
WRT Saleh Gooo.0 och oe a eo eee 10,976,234 45 
POTS Dn 8k, de ee 10,626,505 69 
TESST AY estates cachet aGniecty sae ag ogee cbc RON HAR eee ane 10,348,918 08 
VSR ae ak oe Sepals Seca es ue Saye I re 10,296,977 26 
ASRS oe aucihs. ace ee ene oS Gee a Ore a era 10,808,802 40 
OO eee rciigi-g subs stus iciieveteh ones SEALS Re Otek rR rent eaetep EO 11,183,027 42 
stale aed eee ara ee era Wier ibn Ali e Be lS ehen Aint Bucs 11,858,594 09 
GSE Gi ee ids ao, Ra en ne ee eee 11,834,911 52 
Dee5 ee Gn.) os a ee 13,466,367 97 
SE es St oS ade ee ee 13,284,986 64 
TBS 7S eek 2 hl ee ee 13,760,669 57 
HOS ste om ct och a ae ee 14,980,841 47 
TEGO) nee st te SR a ae '... 15,876,844 91 
ESO Oi retin de teks comes, ca evleg cage acho amen cee eT Re ee 17,392,471 61 
a SOU Pet eet ca ae ee eee eu ea ee te 17,174,835 29 
HO) i alae sad ace has a ANC ahs Os ap tie ae ag ae 18,203,988 04 
TROBE cn: ova eke ee i ges ee 18,921,245 67 
SO Bods otis ce em ielsnaco canu aene tn en 19,308,571 09 
QO Ry cave tanes sOetere oS hie eB ie yo ere eee ee 20,950,614 12 
SPO costes, wane alas sadislalcree ae le ee eee ae $432,751,718 98 


GENERAL HxXpENDITURES DURING THE YEAR 


The following table shows the entire amount expended during 
the year for the maintenance of public educational interests di- 
rectly connected with this department: 


For the school year ending July 31st, 1895: 


For wages of common school teachers.......... $12,908,834 68 
For buildings, sites, furniture, repairs, etc..:... 4,859,185 46 
Hor school apparatug-< xs san ee a ee 502,124 03 
For’ district libraries *...sc. 09 Ae eee stan 132,939 76 


For other expenses, incident to the support of 


COMMON: SCHOGIS 72%. otha terete, een ere 2,543,094 74 

For the fiscal year ending September 30, 1895: 
For normal schools, from the Free School Fund 

for support and maintenance.................. 250,431 03 
For normal schools, from the General Fund for 

additions, improvement, etc.................. 179,986 23 
For teachers’ training classes’. @25.0 00 eee 90,724 69 


a a 
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Bee ACCES INStICULER™, So 0e at Chae caealcce cans $33,825 62 
For salaries of school commissioners........... 113,619 44 
POmUDIFOTM EXAMINALIONS ooo ok. ccd see ew ees 12,107 20 
BOE TGCS OF GOUNTY TFeaSULErS.. oJ... ce. ee 5,745 14 
For Arbor Day expenses, printing, etc......... 2,229 65 
For printing and binding school registers and 
PEHRECON SECPOLLES onic onbies i Als esses wane 5,200 00 
For Department of Public Instruction.......... 44,559 35 
For American Museum of Natural History...... 18,019 73 
BiCrEPeMCr SCHOUOIN ou. JS occ ke wees Ce edhe aks 11,172 60 
For Indian youths at normal schools ........... 431 25 
morecompulsory, education 22.0.6 oo. cee a es 1,966 60 
For pictorial instruction in history, geography 
PU COBUOES SUICCUS bef an cenit As wocie a cee be 8,304 55 
For New York Institution for the Blind......... 44,105 95 
For institutions for the deaf and dumb, seven in 
POUT SRS Sys Pe eae eg 215,787 98 
REO Reser Sine ce Sci k hese io weet ss $21,984,345 68 


The Legislature of 1895 made appropriations for educational 
purposes under the direction of this department as follows, viz.: 


For compilation of statistics relating to compul- 


sory education in other States and countries... $5,000 00 
For completing sets of educational reports...... 1,000 00 
For pictorial instruction in history, geography 

PoE GENCEGUIIOGES or. stare Seats. ale Beco e'e'e B88 25,000 00 
POE COM PUISOrY COUCALION ). is ccs KS ee Sele ee 12,000 00 
For professional training of teachers in cities 

and villages, chap. 1031, Laws of 1895........ 100,000 00 
For preparation and publication of Code of Pub- 

LR LIISA SEES OE pia aR ills ail 20,000 00 


ScHuoot Disrrict LIBRARIES 


The following table shows the number of volumes reported 
annually in the school district libraries for forty-two years, and the 
amounts annually appropriated and expended for such libraries 
during the same period :, 


Years No. of volumes Appropriated Expended 

SEL a 1,604,210 $55,000 00 $49,499 39 
LG ES rete ee 1,572,210 55,000 00 43,657 06 
| SOG ace See sete ae 494, 542 55,000 00 55,216 31 


LSU So Ree oa ee 1, 418, 100 55,000 00 54,790 75 
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Years No. of volumes 
1S fp a eee eden $1,377,933 
iict\2y. wep Riaeraaiveamey vue, 1,402,253 
eNO MEN occa eon ees 1,360,507 
MOCO ne t..  reea Cae 1,286,536 
Tihs oy che eet aoe 1,305,367 
(SCO anc. enka eee nie OG Gao 
WES OO tes Sas dia do ee ees 1,172,404 
Ota”. is ee 1,125,138 
Ta Cane LD. 1,269,125 
LC RAD REN C  T 1,181,811 
HSCDY ia. ee ae 1,112,011 
BS OS 8 va Seen: ee 1,064,830 
HE OO ota oe) eee 1,026,130 
TEV UL ee ae gE ie BL: 986,697 
IES plete eee 928,316 
eset s 5 hall cena 874,183 
NY casera ogee eK cere, 2 ao 22 856,555 
MS Aenea ake see 831,554 
Ure ram petra cp «ee 809,141 
eo eo ee Sea 804,802 
HOU ei ca eee 765,546 
ASS oe a as bee Oe Re nema 751,534 
Hsomuear act OS bunhe g Parag 755,380 
SSO ee ce 5 weep 5 735,653 
TS aN ela eee aE a omy 707,154 
SCO ete ee ere 705,634 
CEI, QU RN O en Mie eciey 701,675 
Ree ieee oan Ok yes 701,437 
SSO AAs Me ties ct Mee " 422,876 
SSO Sone iene Dee tes 734,506 
LURK (bat aes ORR eee A Mae Ys 737,716 
HRS SRT go mec ta Ae 762,388 
MO BOM re ea eae 785,564 
HS OMOEA Ce sate OR a 787,972 
He OLY IR i Sect nley et 829,153 
iS SOD SN RRR wegen edie ae 825,915 
UC Cee RRP aa a 814,150 
HOt Ae gare hurt 799,096 
SCTE Ot Na 959,089 


9 ONO Ge SMG) 0 Te eehiel oie: '«) smisene) LeMiee eiiet (eliminate 


A ppropriated 


$55,000 00 
55,000 00 
55,000 00 
55,000 00 
55,000 00 
55,000 00 
55,000 00 
55,000 00 
55,000 00 
55,000 00 


55,000 00° 


55,000 00 
55,000 00 
55,000 00 
55,000 00 
55,000 00 
55,000 00 
55,000 00 
55,000 00 
50,000 00 
50,000 00 
50,000 00 
50,000 00 
50,000 00 
50,000 00 
50,000 00 
50,000 00 
50,000 00 
50,000 00 
50,000 00 
50,000 00 
50,000 00 
50,000 00 
50,000 00 
50,000 00 
55,000 00 
55,000 00 
55,000 00 
55,000 00 


2,285,000 00 $1,889,084 


Expended 


$32,163. 75 


35,382 
38,361 
84,035 
34,145 
32,919 
29,465 
26,891 
26,816 
97,500 
24,439 
26,632 
16,897 
30,651 
63,505 
26,059 
27,203 
33,013 
38,225 
20,762 
31,125 
28,555 
32,071 
30,398 
35,499 
35,805 
37,799 
39,107 
41,369 
40,509 


39,722 


44.854 
49,742 
49,890 
52,159 
61,820 
94,351 

118,181 

132,939 


O1 
58 
87 
37 
92 
65 


GiveHite CHARTS 


CHART SHOWING AMOUNTS EXPENDED FOR 
SCHOOL PURPOSES FOR YEAR ENDING JULY 31, 1895 


TEACHERS WAGES 


CIRCLE = TOTAL EXPENDITURES. $20,946,128 
SECTOR |= TEACHERS WAGES. 12,908, 834 
SECTOR 2= SCHOOLHOUSES, SITES, ETC. 5.494, 199 
‘SECTOR 3= INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 2,543,095 


CHART SHOWING RATIO OF AVERAGE ATTENDANGE 
AND TOTAL ENROLLMENT TO SCHOOL POPULATION 


CIRCLE= SCHOOL POPULATION 1,946,245 
(SCHOOL AGE. 57021) 

SECTORS | AND 2=TOTAL ENROLLMENT 1,158,343 

SECTOR | = AVERAGE ATTENDANCE 757,694 
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DECISIONS IN APPEAL CASES 


By THE STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF PusLic InstRuUCcTION 


FROM DECEMBER 24, 1894, TO DecEMBER 24, 1895. 


— NOTE 


A aot of all decisions made since Deseo 22, 1894, is given; but only such decisions 
thought to be of general terest are published in fall. All decisions are recorded i in the 
partment, and those in which the text i is not published in full in this Sens may be amare: 
parties who desiy e to do so. 
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No. 4814. 


No. 4315. 


No. 4316. 


No. 4317. 


No. 4318. 


No. 4319. 


No. 4320. 


No. 4321, 


TABLE OF DECISIONS 


DrcIpED By James F. Grooxrr 


In the Matter of the Appeal of John Greenan v. Stephen Pollard, School Commis- 
sioner, Second Commissioner District, Allegany County, from order of said com- 
missioner altering the boundaries of School Districts Nos. 7 and 9, Town of Wells- 
ville, Allegany County. Appeal dismissea and order of school commissioner con- 
firmed. Decided January. 3, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of W. R. Harris and others from proceedings of annual 
school meeting in District No. 3, Town of Southfield, Richmond County, in election 
of trustees. Appeal dismissed. Decided January 28, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Samuel Colton and others v. James S. Cooley, School 
Commissioner, Second Commissioner District, Queens County, from an order of the 
commissioner, altering the boundaries of Union Free School District No. 2, Town 
of Jamaica, Queans County, and erecting a new school district. Appeal dismissed 
and order of commissioner confirmed. Decided January 30, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Theodore Kane, Trustee of School District No. 6, 
Town of Ward, Allegany County, v. Stephen Pollard, School Commissioner, Sec- 
ond Commissioner District, Allegany County, from an order of said commissioner 
erecting a new school district in the towns of Scio and Ward, Allegany County. 
Appeal dismissed and order of commissioner confirmed. Decided February 1, 
1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Rufus B. Gillett from a tax list and warrant issued 
by Theodore Kane as Trustee of School District No. 6, Town of Ward, Allegany 
County, on or about October 15, 1894. Appeal dismissed. Decided February 7, 
1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of George Stephan and Joseph Karl from proceedings 
of special meeting held October 2, 1894, in School District No. 11, Town of 
Allegany, Cattaraugus County, in voting to abandon the schoolhouse or discon- 
tinue the schools located at North Pole and Rock View, in said district, and to 
purchase a site on the Brandle farm and erect a schoolhouse thereon. Appeal dis- 
missed. Decided February 11, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Joseph Cogan from proceedings of meeting held in 
School District No. 5, Town of Champlain, Clinton County, on August 8, 1894, in 
the election of officers. Appeal dismissed. Decided February 11, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Samuel Vande, sole Trustee of Joint School District 
No. 10, Towns of Ontario, Wayne County, and Webster, Monroe County, v. Free- 
man Pintler, School Commissioner, Second Commissioner District of Wayne 
County, and A. Worth Palmer, School Commissioner, First Commissioner District 
of Monroe County, from a final order made by said commissioners, the local board 
having failed to either confirm or vacate the preliminary order made by the com. 
missioners herein, altering boundaries of said Joint District No. 10 and School Dis” 
trict No. 11, Town of Webster. Appeal dismissed. Decided February 13, 1895. 
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No. 


No 


No. 


No. 


No 


No. 


No. 


No 


No, 


No 


4322, 


4323, 


. 4324 


4325, 


4327, 


4328. 


4329, 


4330 


4331. 


. 4382, 


4338 
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In the Matter of the Appeal of Elizabeth Rogan v. Thomas Cullen, Trustee Union 
Free School District No. 1, Town of Watervliet, Albany County. Petition for the 
removal of said trustee on the ground of ineligibility. Appeal dismissed. De- 
cided February 13, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Elizabeth Rogan v. Matthew J. Carr, Trustee, Union 
Free School District No. 1, Town of Watervlict, Albany County. Petition for the 
removal of said Carr for violation and neglect of duty. Appeal dismissed. De- 
cided February 14, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Elizabeth Rogan v. Thomas Cullen and Matthew J. 
Carr, Trustees of Union Free School District No. 1, Town of Watervliet, Albany 
County, for the employment of teachers not duly qualified under the school law. 
Appeal dismissed. Decided February 14, 1895 


In the Matter of the Petition of Orin Swift and others for the removal of Daniel E. 
Butler as sole Trustee of School District No. 6, Town of Milford, Otsego County, 
for violation and neglect of duty. Petition dismissed. Decided February 14, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Charles A. Benedict v. Board of Trustees of School 
District No. 2, Town of Ossining, Westchester County, for refusing to permit the 
appellant to teach the school in said district. Appeal dismissed. Decided Febru- 
ary 15, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Reuben Britten from proceedings of special meeting 
held on October 9, 1894, in School District No. 10, Town of Stillwater, Saratoga 
County, in the election of school district officers. Appeal sustained as to the 
election of a treasurer, and dismissed as to all other matters. Decided February 
21, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Wilson Case and others from special school meeting, 
held on November 22, 1894, in School District No. 13, Town of Conesville, Scho- 
harie County, in the election of school district officers. Appeal dismissed. De- 
cided February 21, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Petition of Michael Crowley and others for the removal of 
Melvin G. Russell, as a Trustee of School District No. 20, Town of Queensbury, 
Warren County, for willful violation and neglect of duty. Petition dismissed. 
Decided February 28, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Earl D. Howland from tax-list and assessment in 
School District No. 8, Towns of Westford and Roseboom, Otsego County, dated 
October 5, 1894. Appeal dismissed. Decided February 28, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of John C. Murphy v. Levi Benjamin, Trustee, School 
District No. 10, Town of Aunsyille, Oneida County, from neglect or refusal to 
renew a certain tax-list and warrant, and from a tax-list and warrant made and 
delivered by said trustee on or about December 29, 1894. Appeal sustained as to 
so much thereof as is taken from the tax-list and warrant issued on December 29, 
1894, and dismissed as to all other matters. Decided February 28, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Petition of Edward C. Delavan, Jr., for the removal of George 
Sheridan, Jr., from the oftice of District Clerk of School District No. 3, Lown of 
Castleton, Richmond County, for willful violation and noglect of duty in omitting 
to have and keep the records, books and papers appertaining to his office, open for 
inspection by any qualified voter of the district at all reasonable hours. A pplica- 
tion of petitioner denied and petition dismissed. Decided March 2, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of William @. Cox and others ». Henry Lincoln, Trustee 
of School Distriet No. 6, Town of Brandon. Franklin County, from his refusal to 


establish a branch school in said district. Appeal dismissed. Decided March 2, 
1895, 


No, 


No. 


No. 


No. 


No. 


No. 


4289, 


. 4334, 


4335. 


4336. 


. 4337. 


4338. 


4339. 


4340. 


4341. 


1342. 


4348. 
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In the Matter of the Appeal of George Fredericks from an avnual school meeting in 
District No. 3, Niverville, Columbia County, held on August 7, 1894, in changing 
from one to three trustees and in the election of trustees. On October 26, 1894, the 
appeal was sustained on default of an answer. On application, decision set aside 
and a rehearing ordered. Upon such rehearing, appeal dismissed. Decided March 
7, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Byron Johnson v. William D. Winston, as Trustee ot 
School District No. 10, Town of Marcy, Oneida County, from the action of the 
trustee in permitting the use of the schoolhouse for the meeting of an order or 
society known as the ‘Patrons of Industry of the State of New York.” Appeal 
sustained. Decided March 30, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of William Ferguson v. Board of Education of Union 
Free School District No. 1, Town of Hebron, Washington Couuty, from the taxa- 
tion of a certain lot of land owned by the appellant. Appeal sustained. Decided 
March 8, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Frank Ferguson v. Board of Education of Union Fresa 
School District No. 10, Hebron, Washington County, from the taxation of a cer- 
tain lot of land owned by the appellant. Appeal sustained. Decided March 8, 
1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Frederick Cramer and otbers from proceedings ot 
special school meeting held December 21, 1894, in School District No. 3, Town ot 
Great Valley, Cattaraugus County. Appeal dismissed. Decided March 11, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Abram Devine and another from proceedings of 
annual sehool meeting in District No. 1, Pleasant Valley, Dutchess County, in the 
election of district officers, on October 4, 1895. Appeal sustained on default of an 
answer. Upon application decision vacated and rehearing ordered. Rehearing 
had and appeal dismissed. Decided March 13, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of E. W. Watkins from proceedings of annual school 
meeting held in School District No. 8, Towns of Portsvilie and Olean, Cattaraugus 
County, in August, 1894, in election of district officers. Appeal dismissed. De- 
cide | March 13, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of George R. Martin v. Richard J. Wilson, Trustee, 
School District No. 14, Town of Wallkill, Orange County, in dismissing appellant 
as a teacher in said district during aterm of employment without sufficient cause. 
Appeal dismissed. Decided March 15, 1895. 


In the Matter ofthe Appeal of Azariah J. Hathaway v. George N. Luther Trustee, 
School District No. 6, Town of Otego, Otsego County, from a tax-list and assess- 
ment made and issued by said trustee on November 1, 1894. Appeal dismissed. 
Decided Mareh 15, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Mordecai Casson v. William C. Casson, Trustee, 
School District No. 4, Town of Tuscarora, Stenben County, from refusal of the 

.. trustee to continue to maintain a branch school in said district. Appeal sustained. 
Decided March 15, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of George K. McMurdy and others from proceedings of 
a special school meeting held in District No. 7, Towns of New Paltzand Rosendale, 
Ulster County, on November 30, 1894, Appeal dismissed. Decided March 15, 1895 


In the Matter of the Appeal of William Keutgen v. Nicholas J. Macklin, President 
Board of Education of Union Free School District No. 2, Middletown and Southfield, 
Richmond County, from the election by said board of Thomas J. Flannigan as a 
member thereot. Appeal dismissed. Decided March 19, 1895. 


60 \- Department or Pusric Instruction 

No. 4344, Tn the Matter of the’ Appeal of Elizabeth Ostrander and Margaret E. Campbell v. 
Board of Education of Union Free School District No. 4, Johnstown, Fulton 
County. from excluding Appellant Ostrander from the school in said district with- 
out payment of tuition therefor. Appeal sustained. Decided March 20, 1895. 


No. 4345. Inthe Matter of the Appeal of Charles E. White and others from the proceedings ot 
annual school meeting in Union Free School District No. 1, Town of Moreau, 
Saratoga County. Appeal dismissed. Decided March 20, 1895. 


No. 4227. In the Matter of the Appeal of William E. Blair v. Orson E. Tremper, Trustee, 
School District No. 25, Lown of Middletown, Delaware County, from refusal of 
such trustee to pay wages due to appellant for services as teacher. Appeal sus- 
tained in default of an answer, March 24, 1894. On application, decision vacated 
and rehearing ordered. Rehearing had and appeal sustained. Decided March 21, 
1895. 


No. 4346. In the Matter of the Appeal of Horace J. Platt v. Board of Education of School Dis- 
trict No. 1, Town of Hamburgh, Erie County, from tax-list and assessment issued 
by the board on or about October, 1893. Appeal dismissed. Decided March 22, 1895. 


No. 4347. In the Matter of the Appeal of Michael Welsh v. Edward Griffin, Trustee, School 
District No. 10, Town of Annsville, Oneida County, for refusal to pay appellant 
balance due for services as teacher. Appeal sustained. Decided March 22, 1895. 


No. 4848. In the Matter of the Appeal of Joseph Krier v. action of Board of Education of 
Union Free School District No. 3, Flatlands, Kings County, removing him from 
office. Appeal sustained. Decided March 25, 1895. 


No. 4849. In the Matter of the Appeal of Edith L. Porteus v. Joseph Rutherford, Trustee, 
School District No. 15, Town of Lisbon, St. Lawrence County, in dismissing 
appellant as a teacher during a term of employment without cause. Appeal dis- 
missed. Decided April J, 1895. 


No. 4350. In the Matter of the Appeal of New York Central & Hudson River Railroad Com- 
pany from proceedings of school meeting of Districts No.1 and No. 28, Town of 
Verona, Oneida County, on December 20, 1894, in the consolidation of said districts 
by tbe establishment of a union free school therefor and therein. Appeal dis- 
missed. Decided April 2, 1895. 


No. 43851. In the Matter of the Appeal of Oscar Wheeler as Trustee of School District No. 9, 
Town of Hornellsville, Steuben County, v. Board of Education of Union Free 
School District No. 7, Town and City of Hornellsville, Steuben County, from the 
taxation and assessment by said board of education of a certain farm of 385 acres, 
situated partly in said districts. Appeal sustained. Decided April 4, 1895. 


DECIDED BY CHARLES R. SKINNER 


No. 4852. Inthe Matter of the Appeal of Amos Snyder v. Board of Education of Onion Free 
School District No. 6, Town of Germantown, Columbia County. Appeal from re- 
fusal of board to investigate the charges against the teacher in the school for 
neglect of duty. Appeal dismissed. Decided April 24, 1895. 


No. 4358, Inthe Matter of the Appeal of William R. DuMond and Lincoln Butler from de- 
cision of local board vacating order of Frank L. Ostrander, School Commissioner, 
First Commissioner District of Delaware County, altering boundaries of School 
District No. 6, Town of Colchester, Delaware County. Appeal dismissed. De- 
cided May 6, 1895. 
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No. 


No. 


No. 


No. 


No. 


No. 


No. 


No. 


4354. 


4355. 


. 4356. 


4357. 


4358, 


4360. 


4361. 


4362. 


4363, 


4364. 
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In the Matter of the Appeal of Leonard A. Butler and others v. M. H. Wright, 
Schoo! Commissioner, Second Commissioner District, Sullivan County, and I. L. 
Ostrander, School Commissioner, First Commissioner District of Delaware County. 
Appeal from an order made altering the boundaries of School District No. 12, 
Town of Rockland, Sullivan County, and No. 6, Colchester, Delaware County. 
Appeal dismissed. Decided June 20, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Roy O. Carver v. Hugh McGarrell, sole Trustee, 
School District No. 3, Town of Portland, Chautauqua County. Appeal from the 
action of the trustee in dismissing the appellant as teacher in said district in the 
course of a term of employment without sufficient cause. Appeal dismissed. ‘De- 
eided June 25, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of and submission by O. W. Chamberlin and GC. L. 
Mallory, sole Trustee of School District No. 1, Town of Ischua, Cattaraugus 
County, for a decision in what school district certain real property of said Cham- 
berlin is taxable. Decided June 27, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Petition of Williston Case and George H. Fancher for the 
annulment of a teacher’s certificate, issued to Arminda J. Kingsley by James K. 
Alverson, School Commissioner of First Commissioner District, Schoharie County. 
Petition dismissed. Decided June 29, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of C. R. Bowen of School District No. 6, Almond and 
Hornellsville, v. Nelson Ayers, Dwight Bardeen, Thomas Borroughs, as assessors 
of the Town of Hornellsville, Steuben County. Appeal from the apportionment by 
such assessors of the valuation of the property of the New York, Lake Erie & 
Western Railroad in said school district. Appealdismissed. Decided July 9, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Amos G. Sullivan v. Board of Education of Union 
Free School District No. 22, Farmingdale, Queens County. Appeal from the 
action of the board in the reappointment or election of teachers for the schools in 
the district for the then ensuing year. Appeal dismissed. Decided July 9, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Jobn L. Loveland and others v. Eli Wood, Trustee, 
School District No.5, Town of Thurman, Warren County. Appeal from action of 
trustee in making and issuing a certain tax-listand warrant. Appeal dismissed. 
Decided July 9, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Cornelius W. Lockwood v. E. R. Martin, Trustee, 
School District No. 2, Town of Marlborough, Ulster County. Appeal for moneys 
claimed to be due to teacher. Appeal sustained. Decided July 9, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Daniel Lynch, Sr., v. R. F. Ford, School Trustee, 
Scbool District No. 22, Town of Verona, Oneida County. Appeal from action and 
decision of said trustee in suspending Edward Lynch and Daniel Lynch, Jr., from 
school in said district. Appeal dismissed. Decided July 9, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of F. H. Brennan and others v. Julia K. West, School 
Commissioner, Richmond County. Appeal from an order made by said school 
commissioner in the alteration of the boundaries of School District No. 3, of the 
Town of Southfield, Richmond County, and the consequent alteration of the 
poundaries of School District No. 6 of said town and county. Appeal sustained. 
Decided August 1, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of John P. Purcell and David J. Tysen from the action 
and proceedings of a special meeting held on April 27, 1895, in School District No. 
6, Town of Southfield, Richmond County. Appeal sustaimed. Decided August 1, 
1895, 
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In the Matter of the Appeal of Hugh Campbell and others from action of svhool 
meeting held in District No. 5, Town of Caledonia, Livingston County, on June 18, 
1895, tor the consideration of the matter of the establishment of a union free school 
therein. Appeal sustained. Decided September 20, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Elvin A. Barrett from proceediugs of annual school 
meetivg held on August 6, 1895, in District No. 12, Town of Alabama, Genesee 
County, in the election of a trustee. Appeal sustained. Decided September 20, 
1895, 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Maro W. Hunn from proceedings of annual school 
meeting, held on August 6, 1895, in Joint District No. 12, Towns of Alexander and 
Batavia, Genesee County, in the election of a trustee. Appeal sustained. Devided 
September 20, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Frank Murmer from proceedings of annual school 
meeting, held on August 6, 1895, in District No. 9, ‘town of High Market, Lewis 
County, in the election of a trustee. Sustained as to so much as is taken from the 
election of trustee. Dismissed as to all other matters. Decided September 20, 
1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of A. J. Maxon and others from proceedings of annual 
school meeting, held on August 6, 1895 in School District No. 4, Town of Sodus, 
Wayne County. Sustained as to so much thereof as relates to all proceedings in a 
second ballot for trustee. Dismissed as to all other matters. Decided September 
20, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Truman H. Cox from proceedings of annual school 
meeting, held on August 6, 1895, in Union Free School District No. 1, Town of 
Lee, Oneida County, in voting a tax. Appeal sustained. Decided September 20, 
1895. : 


In the Matter of the Appeal of William M. Chapman from proceedings of annual 
school meeting, held on August 6, 1895, District No. 2, Town of Catharine, 
Schuyler County. Appeal sustained. Decided September 20, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of E. H. Rivenburg from proceedings of annual school 
meeting, held on August 6 and 13, 1895, in District No. 7, Town of Kinderhook, 
Columbia County, in the election of trustee. Appeal dismissed. Decided Septem- 
ber 20, 1895. : 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Silas B. Tarbell from proceedings of annual schcol 
meeting, held on August 6, 1895, in District No. 2, ‘Town of Groton, Tompkins 
County, in the election of trustee. Appealdismissed. Decided September 27, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Petition of Charles W. Dutcher for the remoyal of Joseph Silk 
from office as Clerk of the Board of Education and as Trustee of Schcol District 
No. 3, Town of East Chester, Westchester County. Petition dismissed. Decided 
September 27, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of John Hollenbeck from proceedings of annual school 
meeting, held on August 6, 1895, in District Ne. 3, Town of Erin, Chemung 
County. Appeal from the election of trustee and voting to levy atax. Appeal 
sustained, Decided September 27, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of George Wolcott and others v. Ella Gale, School Com- 
missioner, Second Commissioner District of Tompkins County. Appeal from an 
order made by said school commissioner altering the boundaries of School District 
No. 9, Town of Bryden, and No. 12, Town of Caroline, Tompkins County. Appeal 
sustained. Decided September 27, 1895. 
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In the Matter of the Appeal of Albert L. Harris from proceedings of annual school 
meeting, held on August 6, 1895, inJoint District No. 14, Towns of Nassau and 
Stephentown, Rennselaer County, and New Lebanon and Chatham, Columbia Coun- 
ty, in the election of a trustee. Appeal dismissed. Decided September 27, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of A. Harrison Webster and others from proceedings of 
annual school meeting, held on August 6, 1895, in District No. 22, Town of Hoosick, 
Rennselaer County. Disniissed as to the election of a trustee, and as to all other 
matters sustained. Decided September 27, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of John Mulvihill from proceedings of annual school 
meeting, held on August 6, 1895, im District No. 2, Town of Campbell, Steuben Coun- 
ty, in the election of trustee. Appeal dismissed. Decided September 27, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Petition of Charles W. Burton, Joseph L. Hover and William 
A. Choate for the removal from office of Jeremiah I. Best, B. J. Walker and 
William A. Alsdorf, members of the Board of Education of Union Free School 
District No. 12, Town of Schodack, Rennselaer County. Petition dismissed. De- 
cided September 28, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Charles H. Brown v. Walter S. Allerton, School Com- 
missioner, First Commissioner District, Westchester County. Appeal from an 
order of said commissioner, vacating a preliminary order made by him, setting off 
certain lands from District No. 3 to District No. 2, Town of East Chester. Appeal 
dismissed. Decided October 2, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of John L. Frost v. Eli Wood, Trustee, School District 
No. 5, Town of Thurman, Warren County, in assessing certain lands claimed to be 
exempt from taxation as having been purchased with pension money. Appeal dig- 
missed. Decided October 2, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Charles Duel and another v. Eli Wood, Trustee, 
School District No. 5, Town of Thurman, Warren County. Appeal from a tax-list 
issued by the trustee of said district. Appeal dismissed. Decided October », 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of A. V. Van Liew, Trustee, School District No. 13, 
Town of Ulysses, Tompkins County, from action of local board, vacating order of 
Charles Van Marter, School Commissioner, First Commissioner District, Tomp- 
kins County, dated March 23, 1895, altering School Districts No. 13 and 15, Town 
of Ulysses, Tompkins County. Appeal dismissed. Decided October 3, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Russell F. Hicks v. Robert Herdman and Luther 
Tucker, as Trustees of School District No. 1, Town of Ulster, Ulster County. 
Appeal from the alleged hiring of a teacher. Appeal sustained. Decided October 
3, 1895. 


In the matter of the appeal of J. W. Hicks and others from proceedings of annual 
school meeting, held on August 6, 1895, in District No. 3, Town of Marcy, Oneida 
County, in the election of a trustee. Appeal dismissed. Decided October 4, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Charles Raver and William Boyt from proceedings 
of annual school meeting, held on August 6, 1895, in District No. 12, Town of 
Nassau, Rensselaer County. Appeal sustained. Decided October 4, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Perez Dimmick, Trustee, School District No. 10, 
Town of Middletown, Delaware County, v. Hugh Adair, School Commissioner, 
Second Commissioner District, Delaware County. Appeal from an order of the 
commissioner amending a defective and indefinite record of the boundary line be- 
tween Districts 10 and 22 in said town. Appeal dismissed. Decided October 8, 
1895. 
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In the Matter of the Appeal of Milon V. Bump v. Board of Education of School Dis- 
trict No. 3, Town of Olean, Cattaraugus County, in refusing to admit into the 
school of said district his son Stanley Bump. Appeal sustained. Decided October 
8, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of William F. Strothoff from proceedings of annual 
school meeting, held on August 6, 1895, in District No. 4, Town of Lloyd, Ulster 
County, in the election of a trustee. Appeal sustained. Decided October 12, 1895. 


In the matter of the Appeal of Warren H. Bacon from proceedings of annual school 
meeting, held on August 6, 1895, in Union Free School, District No. 2, Towns of 
Oppenheim and Manheim, Counties of Fulton and Herkimer, in voting to raise by 
tax the sum of $8,158. Appeal sustained. Decided October 12, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of H. H. Wendell and others from proceedings of annual 
school meeting, held on August 6, 1895, in District No. 3, Town of Herkimer, Her- 
kimer County, in the election of trustee. Appeal dismissed. Decided October 12, 
1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Frank Tompkins and Foster Conine from proceedings 
of annual school meeting, held on August 6, 1895, in School District No. 7, Town of 
Prattsville, Greene County. Appeal sustained. Decided October 15, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Anthony Weaver and others from proceedings of 
annual school meeting, held on August 6, 1895, in District No. 15, Town of Cape 
Vincent, Jefferson County, in the election of trustee. Appeal sustained as to the 
election of district clerk. Dismissed in all other matters. Decided October 16, 
1895. 


In the matter of the Appeal of Thomas H. Kavanaugh from proceedings of annual 
school meeting, held on August 6, 1895, in District No. 10, Town of Livonia, Liy- 
ingston County, in the election of a trustee. Appeal sustained. Decided October 
17, 1895. k 


In the Matter of the Petition of Edward C. Delayan, Jr., for the removal of George 
Sheridan, Jr., from the office of clerk of Union Free School, District No. 3, Town 
of Castleton, Richmond County. Petition sustained except as to the granting of 
an order removing Sheridan, he haying ceased to be clerk of the district on Angust 
6, 1895. Decided October 18, 1895. 


In the Matter of the election of school district officers in School District No. 8, Town 
of Hounsfield, Jefferson County. Submission upon an agreed statement of facts, 
signed by the contesting parties as to the legality of the election of school district 
officers in said district at the annual school meeting, and as to the legality of a 
special meeting called since said annual school meeting for the election of trustee, 
etc. Decided October 18, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Alfred Arnold and others from proceedings of annual 
school meeting, held on August 6, 1895, in District No. 8, Town of Caneadea, 
Allegany County, in the election of Almon Harris as trustee, on the ground that 
aaid Harris was ineligible to hold the office. Appeal sustained and election of 
Harris vacated and set aside, and a special meeting of the district called for the 
election of a trustee. Decided October 31, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Delos Wentworth, A. M. Bliss and Peter Hess from 
proceedings of special school meeting, held on September 6, 1895, in District No. 6, 
Town of German Flats, Herkimer County, in the election of a trustee. Appeal 
sustained and the proceedings of the special meeting set aside, and a special meet- 
ing of the district ordered for the election of a trustee. Decided October 31, 1895. 
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4400. In the Matter of the Appeal of Marcus Hall v. Board of Education of Union Free 
School, District No. 3, Towns of Mansfield and Little Valley, Cattaraugus County, 
in refusing to permit the granddaughter of the appellant to attend the school of 
the district without the payment of tuition. Appeal sustained, and the board 
directed to receive the pupil into the school of the district free. Decided October 
31, 1895. 


4401. Inthe Matter of the Petition of William Loughan and others for the removal from 
office of James P. O'Neill, Trustee of School District No. 5, Town of Altona, Clin- 
ton County, for willful violation and neglect of duty. Petition dismissed and ap- 
plication of petitioners denied. Decided October 31, 1895. \ ; 


4402, In the Matter of the Petition of J. L. Kyne and others for the removal from office of 
the trustees of Union Free School, District No. 5,'Town of De Witt, Onondaga 
County, for willful violation and neglect of duty, incompetency, etc. Petition dis- 
missed and application denied. Decided October 31, 1895. 


N>. 4403. In the Matter of the Appeal of George S. Gillett and Richard D. Osborn, as trustees 
of School District No. 11, Town of Walkill, Orange County, v. M. V. Shumaker 
and C. A. Decker. Appeal from the action of the respondents in the employment 
of one Harrison Armstrong as a teacher in the school in said district. Appeal dis- 
missed. Decided November 15, 1895. 


4404. In the Matter of the Appeal of Adolph Bausch and others from proceedings of 
Board of Education of Union Free School, District No. 22, Town of Oyster Bay, 
Queens County, in the election of William Smith as a member of said-board. Appeal 
sustained and the proceedings of the board in such election vacated and set aside, 
and a special meeting of the inhabitants of the district ordered for the purpose of 
electing a member of said board. Decided November 16, 1895. 


4405. In the Matter of the Appeal of John M. Pendleton v. John Seaton and others, 
Trustees of School District No. 3, Town of Castleton, Richmond County, from the 
action of the respondents in presenting to the inhabitants of the district, at a 
special meeting, held May 31, 1895, a so-called financial report and from the action 
of the meeting in adopting said report. Appeal dismissed. Decided November 
20, 1895. : 


4406. In the Matter of the Appeal of William Middlemist from proceedings of annual 
school meeting, beld on August 6, 1895, in District No. 10, Town of Andes, Dela- 
ware County. Appeal sustained and action and proceedings of meeting vacated 
and set aside, and a special meeting ordered for the transaction of the business of 
the annual meeting. Decided November 25, 1895. 


4407. Inthe Matter of the Appeal of Charles W. Dutcher from proceedings of annual 
school meeting, held on August 6, 1895, in Union Free School, District No. 3, Town 
of East Chester, Westchester County, in the election of a trustee and in voting 
certain appropriations for new schoolhouse and site and an addition to a school- 
house, and for a site and a new school building thereon. Appeal sustained in part, 
and dismissed as to the residue. Decided December 2, 1895. 


4408. In the Matter of the Appeal of T. W. Mannigan v. Edwin Wicks, Trustee, School 
District No. 15, Town of Diana, Lewis County, from a tax-list and assessment 
made by such trustee and delivered to the collector on or about September 30, 
1895, etc. Appeal sustained and the tax-list and assessment appealed from set 
aside, with directions to the trustee to make new tax-list. Decided December 3, 


1895. 
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In the Matter of the Appeal of George A. Burroughs and others v. Charles E. 
Thomas, School Commissioner, First Commissioner District, Greene County, from 
an order annulling School District No. 12, of the ‘Lown of Cairo, and annexing the 
territory of such annulled district to School District No. 8, Town of Athens, 
Greene County. Appeal dismissed and order of the commissioner confirmed. De- 
cided December 18, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Michael Dippold and others from proceedings of a 
school meeting, held on August 7, 1895, in District No. 3, City of Kingston, Ulster 
County, in the clection of school district officers. Appeal dismissed. Decided 
December 18, 1895. 

In the Matter of the Appeal of Abram D. Decker v. Henry Boyce, Trustee, Joint 
School District No. 5, Towns of Cochecton and Tusten, Sullivan County. Appeal 
from tax-list and assessment delivered to collector on October 7, 1895. Appeal dis- 
missed. Decided December 18, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Petition of James §. Chase for the removal of D. D. Wakeman 
from office as sole Trustee of District No. 9, Town of Hector, Schuyler County. 
Petition dismissed. Decided December 18, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Jerry Miller v. Smith Schoonmaker, Trustee of School 
District No. 14, Town of Bethel, Sullivan County. Appeal from action of trustee 
in letting contract for construction and furnishing of schoolhouse. Appeal dis- 
missed. Decided December 18, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Cassius B. Lynde from proceedings of annual school 
meeting, held August 6, 1895, and a special school meeting, held August 31, 1895, in 
District No. 7, Town of Antwerp, Jefferson County, and acts of Arthur Gleason as 
trastee. Appeal sustained and tax-list and warrant set aside, and proceedings of 
special meeting vacated and special meeting ordered for election of trustee and 
clerk. Decided December 18, 1895. 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Charles H. Greenwood and John Remington from tax- 
list and assessment issued by William Bargy as Trustee of School District No. 6, 
Town of Boylston, Oswego County, November 15, 1895. So much of the appeal as 
relates to the absence of the proper heading to the tax-list sustained. Decided 
December 18, 1895. 

In the Matter of the Petition of Watson Welch and others for the removal from 
office of Charles H. Bliven and Joseph J. Malloy, Trustees of District No. 27, Town 
of Watervliet, Albany County. Petition dismissed on the ground that tho term of 


office of Bliven and Malloy, respectively, had terminated. Decided December 18, 
1895, 
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No. 4314 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Jonn Gremnan v. SrepHEen Potiarn, 
School Commissioner Second Commissioner District, Allegany 
County. 


ee 
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Where it appears that an order of a school commissioner, setting off a portion of one district and 
annexing such portion to another will give better school facilities and increased convenience 
to the persons occupying the transferred territory and, at the same time, leave the district 
from which such territory was taken sufficient resources with which to maintain a good and 
sufficient school therein, this Department can find no justification in setting aside the action 
of said officers. 


‘Decided January 3, 1895.) 
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This appeal is taken from the final order of the respondent, as 
school commissioner of the second commissioner district of Al- 


‘ - legany county, made on June 30, 1894, in the alteration of the 
a boundaries of school district No. 9, town of Wellsville, Allegany 
E county, and the consequent alteration of the boundaries of school 
E district No. 7, town of Wellsville, Allegany county, in taking 
4 “All that part of sub-lot 73, within Great Lot 31 of the Schemer- 


horn tract, in township 3, range 3-1, of Morris reserve, as lies 
south of the Erie Railway lands, being about 165 acres,” and at- 
taching the same to district No. 7, town of Wellsville; said order 
to take effect on October 1, 1894. 

An answer has been made to the appeal, and to the answer a re- 
ply, and to the reply a rejoinder. 
7 The following material facts are established: 
That prior to the aforesaid order of the respondent, said part 
of sub-lot 73, consisting of about 165 acres of land, was situate 
within said schoo: district No. 9, town of Wellsville; that one 
Nathan Williams resided upon said lot of land, having residing 
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with him six children, four of whom are of school age; that the 
distance from the dwelling-house of said Williams to the school- 
-housein district No. 9, by the nearest highway, is over three miles; 
_ that to attend the school in district No. 9, said children would be 
- obliged to travel the same highway which leads to and past the 
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schoolhouse in district No. 7, and that after reaching said school- 
house they would be compelled to travel about one and three- 
fourth miles to reach the schoolhouse in district No. 9; that the 
schoolhouse in district No. 7 is about one and three-fourth miles 
from the residence of said Williams, and can be reached by the 
main traveled valley road leading from the village of Wellsville 
to the village of Andover; that there is no road, public or private, 
including log roads, leading from the dwelling-house of said Wil- 
liams, excepting the public highways, as shown upon the map an- 
nexed to the appeal herein, over which said children of Williams 
could reach the schoolhouse in district No. 9; that there is no 
road across said lot 73 from the residence of said Williams to said 
schoolhouse in district No. 9; that said Williams resides on what 
is known as Dyke’s Creek, which is in a valley, and that the 
schoolhouse in said district No. 9 is situate on the uplands, and 
that running parallel with said creek is a high steep hill, higher 
than any other hill in the school district, over which hill the 
children of Williams wouldhave to go to attend at the schoolhouse 
in said district No. 9, unless they traveled the aforesaid high- 
ways; that much of the time during the school year said Williams 
has sent his children to school in the village of Andover for the 
reason that it was impossible for them to attend the school in said 
district No. 9. 

It also appears that prior to June 15, 1894, the aggregate valu- 
ation of the property liable to taxation in said school district No. 
9 was the sum of $34,237, and there were thirty-seven children of 
school age residing therein; that the assessed valuation of the 
land in said lot 73, owned by said Williams, was the sum of 
$1,750; that the United Pipe Line runs over and across the said 
land of said Williams in said lot 73 and between the residence 
of said Williams and the highway in front of said residence, 
and hence in taking said lot 73 from said district No. 9 it was im- 
practicable to do so without transferring the said pipe line there- 
with; that the assessed value of said pipe line was $1,714; that 
aggregate value of the property set off by said order of respond- 
ent, was the sum of $3,464, leaving said district No. 9 with prop- . 
erty of the aggregate assessed valuation of $30,773. 
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It further appears that application was made by said Williams 
to the respondent to set off said lot 73 from said district No. 9 
to said district No. 7, and that the respondent after careful inves- 
tigation of the subject, on June 15, 1894, made a preliminary or- 
der for such alteration; that the appellant as trustee of said dis- 
trict No. 9, not consenting, on June 16, 1894, the respondent gave 
due notice, under the school law, to the trustees of both districts 
Nos. 7 and 9, that on June 30, 1894, at 2 o’clock P. M., at the town 
clerk’s office in Wellsville he would attend and hear objections 
to the proposed alterations; that the respondent attended at 
said time and place, when an opportunity to all persons who de- 
sired to be heard to present their objections was given, and no 
Sufficient objection being given, the respondent, on June 30, 1894, 
made his confirmatory order, dated on that day, to take effect on 
October 1, 1894, and duly‘filed the same with the town clerk of the 
town of Wellsville. 

There is no claim on the part of the appellant of any irregulari. 
ty in the proceedings had and taken by the respondent. 

The main ground upon which the appeal is taken appears to be: 
1st. That the children of Williams could reach the schoolhouse 
in district No. 9 by going across lots or on private or log roads. 
2d. That many children residing in the district are obliged to 
travel a greater distance to reach said schoolhouse than the chil- 
dren of Williams. 38d. That by taking property from the district 
of the aggregate value of $3,464, the financial condition of district 
No. 9 is materially weakened. 

As to the first ground above stated the proofs clearly establish 
that it is almost impracticable for the children of Williams to 
reach the schoolhouse in district No. 9 other than by the public 
highways, by reason of the high ground and the absence of roads 
of any kind across lots. As to the second ground above stated it 
is equally clear that many children in said district reside at a 
greater distance by the public highways from said schoolhouse 
than do the children of Williams, but they have no such elevation 
to climb as the children of Williams, and there are 
private and log roads by which they can_ reach 
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the said schoolhouse at a_ great saving of distance; 
that it also appears no application has been made by the 
parents of such children to the school commissioner to set them 
off from said district. As to the third ground stated above, 
school district No. 9 has an aggregate assessed valuation of 
$20,773, a sum amply sufficient to raise, without being burden- 
some, sufficient money to maintain a good and sufficient school in 
said district. 

This Department has held that where it appears that an order 
of the school commissioner, setting off a portion of one district 
and uniting it to another, will give better school facilities and in- 
creased convenience to the persons occupying the transferred 
territory, and at the same time leave the district from which the 
transferred territory was taken sufficient resources with which 
to maintain a good and sufficient school, this Department can 
find no justification in setting aside the action of such officer. _ 

In my opinion the respondent herein, in making the order ap- 
pealed from, has wisely exercised the power and discretion vested 
in him by the school law, and that the school district No. 9 pos- 
sesses sufficient resources with which to maintain a good and 
sufficient school therein. 

The appeal herein is dismissed, and the order of School Com- 
missioner Pollard, of June 30, 1894, is confirmed. 


No. 4315 
In the Matter of the Appeal of W. R. Harris ann Orners from 
Proceedings of Annual School Meeting in District No. 8, Town 
of Southfield, Richmond County, in election of trustees. 


1n the election of school district officers the mere circumstance that improper votes were ro- 
ceived will not vitiate the election, The fact must be shown affirmatively that a sufticient 
number of improper votes were received for the successful ticket to reduce it to a minority if 
they had been rejected; that a person believing or knowing a person offering to vote at a 
school meeting to be unqualified and permitting him or her to vote without challenge, such 
person will not be allowed to object to the proceedings of suck meeting upon appeal, because 
such unqualified person voted therein. That in appeals from the proceedings and decision of 
a school meeting on the ground that the same was secared by illegal votes, it is incumbent 
upon the appellants not only to allege the illegal voting or the disqualifications of certain per- 
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sons, but to show by evidence the lack of qualifications in such terms as necessarily to exclude 
every presumption that the voter or voters could be qualified under either of the provisions of 
the section of the school law prescribing the qualifications of voters at the school district 
meetings in this State. 


(Decided January 28, 1895.) 


W. H. H. Ely, attorney for respondents. 


This appeal is taken from the action of the annual school meet- 
ing, held on the first Tuesday of August, 1894, in school district 
No. 3, town of Southfield, Richmond county, in the election of H. 
S. La Vaud, Elizabeth A. Britton and James Simpson as trustees 
of said district. 

The sole ground alleged in the appeal is that such election was 
secured by illegal votes. 

The pleadings and proofs are very voluminous, but much stated 
therein is not relevant to the question as to whether the election 
of the persons hereinbefore named as trustees of said school dis: 
trict was secured by illegal votes. Such pleadings and proofs 
have received careful examination. 

The burden is upon the appellants to establish their conten- 
tion by a preponderance of proof. 

In ex parte Murphy and others, 7 Cowen 153, the Supreme Court 
of the State held that the mere circumstance that improper votes 
are received at an election, will not vitiate it. If this were other- 
wise, hardly an election in the State could be sustained. The fact 
should be shown affirmatively that a sufficient number of im- 
proper votes were received for the successful ticket to reduce it 
to a minority if they had been rejected; or the election shal) 
stand. 

This Department has uniformly held in accordance with the 
decision of the court above stated, in appeals taken from the elec- 
tion of school district officers in the contention that such election 
was secured by illegal votes. This Department has uniformly 
held that a person believing or knowing a person offering to vote 
at a schoo! meeting to be unqualified and permitting him or her to 
vote without challenge, will not be allowed to object to the pro- 
ceedings of such meeting because such unqualified person partici- 
pated therein. 

This Department has also uniformly held that in case of an ap- 
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peal from the proceedings had and taken at a school meeting, on 
the ground that the same were secured by illegal votes, it is in- 
cumbent upon the appellant not only to allege the illegal voting 
or the disqualification of certain persons, but to show by evidence 
the lack of qualifications in such terms as necessarily to exclude 
every presumption that the votes or voters could be qualified 
under either of the provisions of the section of the school law pre- 
scribing the qualifications of voters at the school district meet- 
ings in this State. 

The question for my determination, upon the papers presented 
is, have the appellants established by evidence the lack of quali- 
fications of certain persons who voted at the annual meeting in 
said school district, in such terms as necessarily to exclude every 
presumption that such persons could be qualified voters under 
either of the provisions contained in section 11, article 1, title 7, of 
the Consolidated School Law of 1894, and that a sufficient number 
of votes cast by such unqualified persons in favor of the success- 
ful ticket were received to reduce said ticket to a minority if 
said improper votes had been, or should be, rejected. 

The proofs presented herein show that at said annual meeting 
three trustees were to be elected for the term of one, two and 
three years respectively; that, six persons were put in nomination 
for trustees, to wit : Wm. R. Harris for three years, Thomas Smith 
for two years and John Smith for one year, and H. 8. La Vaud for 
three years, Elizabeth A. Britton for two years and James Simp- 
sonforone year; that printed ballots were furnished to the voters, 
the ballot headed for La Vaud having also thereon a candidate for 
the office of clerk and collector respectively; that it was decided 
to ballot first for trustees, and then for clerk and collector, which 
decision rendered it necessary for the supporters of La Vaud and 
others for trustees, to eliminate from their ballots the names 
thereon of the candidates for clerk and collector; that inspectors 
of election were appointed, a ballot for trustees was taken and a 
poll-list kept containing the names of each person whose vote was 
received, on which poll list were recorded the names of 119 per- 
sons; that upon a canvass of the ballots cast there were found 118 
single ballots, and two ballots folded together, each of which con- 
tained the names of Harris and Thomas and John Smith; that 
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upon two ballots were found respectively the names of James 
Simpson for trustee for one year and that of William E. Cruise 
for clerk and August Wenske for collector; that one of said bal- 
lots contained the name of Harris for trustee for three years, La 
Vaud for trustee for two years and John Smith for one year; 
that another ballot contained only the names of Harris for trus- 
tee for three years and John Smith for trustee for one year; and 
another ballot contained only the name of Harris for trustee for 
three years; that the two ballots found folded together were laid 
aside until 118 single ballots were canvassed and said two bal- 
lots, notwithstanding objections made, were allowed to and 
counted for Messrs. Harris and Smith; that the result of the bal- 
lot was then announced, as follows: H. 8. La Vaud, 60 votes; Mrs. 
Elizabeth A. Britton, 61 votes; James Simpson, 63 votes; Wm. R. 
Harris, 58 votes ; Thomas Smith, 55 votes and John Smith, 55 votes; 
that it does not clearly appear what persons offering to vote at 
said meeting were challenged aside from the four persons noted 
upon the copy of the poll-list attached to the appeal. 

The appellants allege in their appeal that “upon investigation 
we believe that more than ten votes cast for H. S. La Vaud and E. 
A. Britton and James Simpson were voted by persons not having 
a legal right to vote at said meeting, hence should be stricken 
from the list and not counted,” and then follow the names of 
eleven persons who voted, with allegations, stating the grounds 
upon which they claim that said persons were not qualified voters 
at said meeting. The appellants also allege, in papers filed by 
them subsequently to said appeal, that August Wenske, W. L. 
McCarthy and August P. M. Helmeyer, who voted at said meeting 
were not legal voters. The appellants do not show affirmatively 
that the votes cast by said persons were for the successful ticket 
for trustees at said meeting. 

The respondents in their answer to the appeal allege that nine 
persons who voted at said meeting were not legal voters, and 
state the grounds upon which said allegations are made. One of 
said nine persons, it is admitted by the appellants, was not a legal 
voter. I have grave doubts, upon the proofs presented, as to 
whether several of the eight other persons named were at said an- 
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nual school meeting qualified voters in said district. But Iam of 
the opinion that upon said proofs I cannot find that the respond- 
ents have shown by evidence the lack of qualifications of said per- 
sons in such terms as necessarily to exclude every presumption 
that said persons could be qualified under some one of the provi- 
sions of section 11 of title 7 of the school law. 

I find that Mr. and Mrs. Reggonet, Richard King and Jacob 
Swain were not legal voters, nor was any one of them a legal 
voter, at said meeting; but the appellants have not shown affirm- 
atively that their votes or the vote of any one of them was cast 
for the successful ticket for trustees at said meeting. 

1 find upon the admission of the appellants, that August Smultz, 
or Schmult, was not a qualified voter at said meeting, but that he 
voted at said meeting and for Harris, Smith and Smith for trus- 
tees, as appears by his affidavit, sworn to on December 12, 1894, 
which affidavit has been filed by the appellants in the appeal 
herein. 

I find that the two ballots folded together should have been de- 
stroyed by the inspectors, and it was error in counting said two 
ballots for Messrs. Harris, Smith and Smith for trustees. It ap- 
pears that 119 persons voted, and there were 120 votes in the box, 
and where two or more ballots shall be found in a ballot box 
folded together as to present the appearance of a single ballot, 
they shall be destroyed, if the whole number of ballots exceeds 
the whole number of ballots shown by the poll-list to have been 
deposited therein. : 

The appellants state in their appeal, “Aside from our interest 
in the school, the appeal is brought to put an end to illegal voting 
in the district, etc., etc.” Under the provisions of the school law, 
any qualified voter in a school district has the right, at any school 
district meeting, to challenge the vote of any person offering to 
vote, upon the ground that he or she is disqualified; that upon 
such challenge the chairman presiding at such meeting shall re- 
quire such person to make the declaration required in section 12, 
article 1, title 7 of the Consolidated School Law; that if such per- 
son makes the declaration his or her vote must be received; but if 
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such person refuses to make the declaration then his or her vote 
shall be rejected. Under section 13, same article and title, any per- 
son who shall willfully make a false declaration of his or her right 
to voteaftersuch vote shall have been challenged,shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor, If, at the school meeting, the above 
provisions of the school law should be brought to the attention 
of the persons attending said meeting, and any person challenged 
shall make and file a false declaration, and such person be pro- 
ceeded against and punished for the misdemeanor committed, 
that illegal voting in the district would be stopped. 

I find and decide that there must be deducted from the votes 
counted at said annual meeting for Harris, Smith and Smith, the 
two votes folded together, and also one vote cast by Smultz, 
or Schmult; that Wm. R. Harris received 55 votes, Thomas Smith 
52 votes and John Smith 52 votes; that H. S. La Vaud received 60 
votes, Mrs. Elizabeth A. Britton 61 votes, and James Simpson 63 
votes, and that said La Vaud, Britton and Simpson were, and 
each of them was, duly elected trustees of said school district. 

Assuming for the purpose of argument that Mr. and Mrs. 
Regonnet, Richard King and Jacob Swain each voted for La 
Vaud, Britton and Simpson, it would not change the result of said 
election, for the reason that deducting the four votes as cast for 
La Vaud, Britton and Simpson, La Vaud received 56 votes, Mrs. 
Britton 57 votes, and James Simpson 59 votes, as against 55 votes 
for Harris, 52 votes for Thomas Smith, and 52 votes for John 
Smith. 

The appellants have failed to establish their appeal herein and 
the appeal should be dismissed. 

Appeal dismissed. 
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No. 4317 
In the Matter of the Appeal of Tarovorn Kann, Trustee of School 
District No. 6 Town of Ward, Allegany County, v. SrErHEN 
Pottarp, School Commissioner Second Commissioner District, 
Allegany County. 


Where an order of a school commissioner, forming a new school district from portions of other 
school districts by which it will give better school facilities and increased convenience to per- 
sons and pupils occupying the transferred territory, and at the same time leaves the districts 
from which the transferred territory was taken sufficient resources with which to maintain 
good and sufficient schools, this Department can find no justification in setting aside his order. 


(Decided February 1, 1895.) 
veynolds, Brown & Reynolds, attorneys for appellant. 
Smith, Leockwell d& Dickson, attorneys for respondent. 


The above-named appellant appeals from a preliminary order 
made on July 3, 1894, by the above-named respondent, erecting a 
school district to be known as No. 8, Scio, in the towns of Scio 
and Ward, Allegany county, from territory formerly parts of dis- 
trict No. 6, of Ward, and No. 1, of Scio, and from the order of the 
local board made August 10, 1894, confirmatory of said prelimi- 
nary order of July 3, 1894. 

The principal grounds for said appeal, as alleged therein, are: 
1st. A new district is unnecessary to meet the demands or neces- 
sities of the inhabitants in said district for educational purposes. 
2d. There is not sufficient property in said proposed new district 
subject to taxation whereby a proper school can be maintained 
without great burden to the taxpayers thereof. 3. There are 
not sufficient pupils remaining in district No. 6 by which district 
school can be maintained. 4th. If district No. 8 is formed it will 
be impossible to maintain a district school in district No. 6 on ac- 
count of, insufficiency of pupils residing therein. 

It is established by the proofs presented herein, that school dis- 
trict No. 6, of Ward, Allegany county, was erected about fifty 
years ago; that at the formation of the district a large portion 
of the territory embraced in said district in the southerly and 
southwesterly parts thereof was forest; that the schoolhouse in 
said district was located and built in the northern part of said 
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district over forty years ago, and since said schoolhouse was 80 
located a greater portion of the southerly and southwesterly 
portions of said district have become cleared up and settled 
and that said schoolhouse is now a considerable distance north- 
erly and northeasterly of the centre of the territory therein in 
which the inhabitants of said district reside; that a large numn- 
ber of children of school age residing in said district No. 6 are 
compelled to travel from two to three miles to reach the school- 
house in said district; that in the winter the roads leading to the 
schoolhouse are filled with snow, and said roads in the spring 
and fall are almost impassable; that there is no schoolhouse be- 
tween that in district No. 1, of Scio, and the schoolhouse in said 
district No. 6, of Ward, a distance of five miles; that there are 
thirty-four children of school age residing within the territory of 
the proposed new district No. 8, of Scio, all of whom are two miles 
and over from any schoolhouse; that some years ago the sub- - 
ject of the erection of a new school district out of territory within 
said district No. 6, and the southerly and southwesterly portions 
of said district was agitated, but without any result to that end 
being accomplished. 

It further appears that prior to July 3, 1894, a petition signed 
by a large majority of the residents and taxpayers within the 
proposed new district, having forty-one children of school age, 
was presented to the respondent herein as such school commis- 
sioner, asking for the erection of such new district; that after giv- 
ing the subject examination and on July 3, 1894, the respondent 
herein made his order erecting said new district from territory 
formerly part of district No. 6, Ward, and No.1, Scio, to be known 
as district No. 8, Scio, said order to take effect on October 5, 1894; 
that the trustee of district No. 6, of Ward, not having consented 
to said order, said respondent, on July 3, 1894, gave notice in writ- 
ing to the trustees of districts Nos. 6, of Ward, and 1, of Scio, re- 
spectively that on July 24, 1894, at 10 o’clock A. M., at the office of 
the town clerk of the town of Scio in the village of Scio he would 
attend and hear objections to said preliminary order made on July 
3, 1894; that the date of said hearing was upon the request of 
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said trustees postponed to August 10, 1894; that on August 10, 
1894, there appeared said respondent and the supervisor and town 
clerk of each of the towns of Ward, Andover and Scio respective- 
ly, each and all of whom produced proof that they had been re- 
quested by said trustees of said school districts situated in their 
towns respectively, to be associated with the respondent as such 
school commissioner upon said hearing; that opportunity was 
given by said local board so organized to all persons who desired 
io be heard and to present their obdiections to said preliminary 
order, and after hearing all such persons as desired to be heard, 
and after due deliberation being had, the members of said local 
board voted unanimously to confirm said preliminary order of the 
said respondent, dated July 3, 1894; that thereupon said confirma- 
tory order of said preliminary order was drawn and signed by 
each member of said local board, to take effect on October 5, 1894, 
and which confirmatory order was duly filed. 

It also appears that the aggregate assessed valuation of the 
real and personal property in said school district No. 6, of Ward, 
prior to said order of July 3, 1894, was the sum of $48,947, and 
that there were fifty-four children of school age residing in said 
district prior to July 3, 1894; that the aggregate assessed valua- 
tion of the real and personal property on July 3, 1894, of that part 
of district No. 1, Scio, taken to form said new district was the sum 
of $7,800 with seven children of school age residing therein; that 
the aggregate valuation of the real and personal estate on July 3, 
1894, in said new district No. 8, of Scio, was the sum of $26,365, 
and having forty-one children of school age residing therein; that 
the aggregate valuation of the real and personal property in said 
district No. 6, after taking from said district the territory em- 
braced in the new district No. 8, of Scio, is the sum of $29,707, 
with nineteen children of school age residing therein, as ad- 
mitted by the appellants; but I am satisfied by the proofs herein 
that there are between twenty and twenty-four children of school 
age in said district, with from six to twelve children who in a year 
or two will be of school age. 


There is no provision of the school law, or any rule of this 
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Department, defining the number of children of school age re- 
quired to authorize the formation of a school district, or the 
number of such children requisite to maintain a school in a school 
district already formed. 

I am of the opinion that the proofs herein clearly show that 
there are a sufficient number of children of school age within the 
territory of new district No. 8, of Scio, to maintain a school there- 


‘in, and that there is a sufficient number of children of school age 


within the territory of district No. 6, of Ward, as altered by the 
orders herein appealed from, to maintain a school in said dis- 
trict. 

Iam of the opinion that the proofs herein clearly show the 
necessity of establishing a new school district to enable the in- 
habitants of the southerly and southwesterly portions of said dis- 
trict No. 6, of Ward, to send their children to school, by reason of 
the jong distance such children were required to travel, and the 
hardship for such children to reach the schoolhouse in said dis. 
trict in the fall, winter and spring months on account of such long 
distances and the state of the roads. 

The proofs herein clearly show that both school district No. 6, 
of Ward, and No. 8, of Scio, are, and each of them is, financially 
able to maintain good schools in said districts respectively with. 
out such being burdensome to the taxable inhabitants thereof. 
The qualified voters and taxpayers within said new district make 
no complaint of the burdens imposed upon them by the erection 
of the new district, and it is the appellant herein who is troubled 
relative to the burdens imposed upon such residents and tax- 
payers of said new district. The appellant herein does not claim 
that district No. 6, of Ward, as altered by said order, of July 8, 
1894, is not financially able to maintain a good school in said dis- 
trict without being burdensome to the taxpayers therein. 

This Department has held that where an order of a school com- 
missioner forming a new school district from portions of other 
school districts by which it will give better school facilities and 
increased convenience to persons and pupils occupying the trans- 
ferred territory, and at the same time leave the districts from 
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which the transferred territory was taken sufficient resources 
with which to maintain good and sufficient schools, it can find no 
justification in setting aside his order. 

On October 1, 1894, upon application of the appellant herein, 
I made an order staying all proceedings under and pursuant to 
said order of Commissioner Pollard, of July 3, 1894, and the con- 
firmatory order of the local board of August 10, 1894, until the 
hearing and decision of the appeal herein, or until a further order 
shall be made by me in the appeal herein. 

The appellant herein has failed in sustaining his appeal and the 
said appeal should be dismissed. 

It is ordered, That the appeal herein be, and the same hereby 
is, dismissed. 

It is further ordered, That the said order made by me herein 
on October 1, 1894, staying proceedings under the preliminary 
order of Commissioner Pollard of July 3, 1894, and the order of 
the local board of August 16, 1894, confirming said order be, and 
the same hereby is, vacated and set aside; and said preliminary 
order of Commissioner Pollard of July 10, 1894, and order of the 
local board of August 10, 1894, confirming said preliminary order 
be, and each of them is, hereby confirmed. 


No. 4319 
In the Matter of the Appeal of GEORGE STEPHAN and JosEPH 
KARL from Proceedings of Special Meeting held October 2, 1894, 
in School District No. 11, Town of Allegany, Cattaraugus 
County. 

In rural school districts some of the children must be farther from the schoolhouse than others 
and be inconvenienced by the longer distance which they are obliged to travel; but it must be 
assumed that the majority of the legal voters, assembled in a school meeting in any such dis- 
trict to locate a new school site, will so locate it at a point which, in their judgment, is best 
calculated to promote the convenience of the greater number of the children of the district in 


attending the school. This Department will not be justified in vacating the action of the ma- 
jority of such meeting, unless there is clear proof that such majority has acted to the contrary 


(Decided February 11, 1895.) 


I. M. and EH. F. Kruse, attorneys for respondents. 


This appeal is taken from the action of a special school meeting 
held on October 2, 1894, in district No. 11, town of Allegany, Cat- 
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taraugus county, in voting to abandon the schoolhouse, or dis- 
continue the schools located at North Pole and Rock View in said 
district and to purchase a site on the Brandle Farm, and erect a 
schoolhouse thereon. : 

The appellants do not claim that said special meeting was not 
duly and legally called and held, nor that the action of the meet- 
ing in discontinuing the said two schools and designating the new 
schoolhouse site and for the erection of a new schoolhouse there- 
on was not duly and legally had, nor that the new site is not a 
proper and healthy one. The main grounds upon which said ap- 
peal is taken is that the new site designated is not centrally lo- 
cated and that the greater number of children in the district who 
will attend the school, if a schoolhouse is erected upon such site, 
will be required to travel a long distance, and in some cases, over 
roads that in the winter are filled with snow. 

It is claimed in the appeal that persons voted at said meeting 
who were not qualified voters in the district; but the appellants 
have failed to establish affirmatively that any such persons voted, 
or that if they voted, such votes were cast for the resolution or 
resolutions adopted; nor do they show that if such votes were ex- 
cluded the resolution or resolutions would have been defeated. 

The appellants and respondents each annex to their papers a 
map of the district, but small in size, without having marked 
thereon the number of children of school age, and the roads 
marked thereon upon which such children reside, or the portions 
of the district upon which they reside. Neither party claims their 
map is correct and accurate, and each denies the correctness and 
accuracy of the other party’s map. Neither party has furnished 
a copy of the proceedings of said special meeting of October 2, 
1894, each stating in their own language the substance of the ac- 
tion of said meeting in reference to the discontinuance of the two 
schools, and the designation of a new schoolhouse site and the 
erection of a schoolhouse thereon. 

As to the main question presented by the appeal for decision, 
viz.: whether such new site is convenient for the greater number 
of pupils who would attend the school, and the distance such 
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pupils will be required to travel to attend said school, the proofs 
are somewhat contradictory. 

From the proofs presented the following facts are established: 
That said school district No. 11, town of Allegany, Cattaraugus 
county, was formed many years ago, and is about three miles in 
length and about two miles and one-fourth in width; that at one 
time it had four schoolhouses, and on October 2, 1894, said dis- 
trict had three schoolhouses, one known as the North Pole school- 
house, situate about three-fourths of a mile from the northern 
boundary of said district; the Rock View schoolhouse, situate 
about one and one-half miles from the northern boundary of said 
district.and near the centre of said district; and the Knapp’s 
Creek schoolhouse, situate near the southerly boundary of the 
district, and in southwest square lot of said district; that running 
from the northern boundary of said district is what is known as 
the “main road” which runs nearly south by the North Pole school- 
house and thence southwesterly by the Rock View schoolhouse 
and down to Knapp’s Creek and near the Knapp’s Creek school- 
house near the southerly boundary of said district; that from said 
main road, near the North Pole schoolhouse, there is a road 
known as the “Four Mile Road” running in a southeasterly diree- 
tion to the eastern boundary of said district; that from said main 
road near said North Pole schoolhouse there is a road running 
west, known as the “Stephen Hollow Road;” that out of said main 
road a short distance northerly of the Rock View schoolhouse, 
there is a road known as the “Bucker Hollow Road,” running in 
a southeasterly direction. 

It further appears that the northerly portion of said school dis- 
trict was, and still is, settled by a farming community; that in 
1876 oil was discovered in said school district, and all of said dis- 
trict lying south of the two north tiers of lots developed into 
good oil territory and became filled up with persons dependent on 
oil producing for a livelihood; that the schoolhouse at North Pole 
was constructed several years prior to 1876 and the increased pop- 
ulation consequent upon the discovery of oil in the district neces- 
sitated the erection of three additional schoolhouses, viz.: one at 
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Rock View and one at Knapp’s Creek, and one other which has 
been abandoned; that since the oil in said district has been ex- 
hausted a large share of the population, dependent upon its pro- 
duction, has left the district; but the clearing up of the land and 
taking up of new farms, the placing of rough timber land under 
cultivation, the erection of farm houses and buildings, have been, 
and still are, going on in the centre and southern portion of said 
district. 

It further appears that on or about July 23, 1894, F. H. Chapin, 
school commissioner of the first commissioner district of Cat- 
taraugus county, condemned the schoolhouse at North Pole; that 
at a special meeting of the district, held on September 12, 1894, it 
was voted to build a new schoolhouse at North Pole to take the 
place of the Rock View and North Pole schoolhouses, such school 
building to be built on the same site on which the North Pole 
schoolhouse stood; that subsequently said school commissioner 
refused to approve the said site for the new schoolhouse for 
the reason that said site was not a suitable one; that thereupon 
the said special meeting of October 2, 1894, was called and held 
and at said meeting, by a vote of 23 in favor and 18 against, a new 
schoolhouse site was designated, located on the Brandle Farm, 
and that a new school building be erected thereon and the schools 
held in the North Pole and Rock View houses respectively be dis- 
continued or abandoned. 

The exact point on the main road between the North Pole and 
Rock View schoolhouses, at which the new school site is situate, 
does not appear by the proofs; but it seems to be situated about 
half way between said schoolhouses. | That the children who at- 
tended the school at North Pole and Rock View respectively, will 
be required to travel about one-third of a mile farther to attend 
the school to be maintained upon the new site designated. 

In the rural school district some of the children must be farther 
from the schoolhouse than others, and be inconvenienced by the 
longer distance which they are obliged to travel. It must be as- 
sumed that the majority of the legal voters assembled in a school 
meeting will locate the school site at a point which, in their judg- 
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ment, is best calculated to promote the convenience of the greater 
number of the children of the district attending the school. Be- 
fore this Department will be justified in overturning the action 
of the majority it must have clear proof to the contrary, and there 
is no such clearness of proof in this appeal. 

The appellants allege in their appeal that on account of none 
of the inhabitants of Knapp’s Creek village being residents of the 
territory in which the children will attend the proposed new 
school, but attending the school in Knapp’s Creek, that such in- 
habitants are not interested in the state of the proposed new 
school, and that at said special meeting fourteen persons, resi- 
dents of Knapp’s Creek, attended and voted. It is clear that all 
qualified voters of said school district No. 4, town of Allegany, 
Cattaraugus county, no matter in what portion of the said dis- 
trict they resided, or at which one of the schools maintained in 
the district their children attended, had the right, under the 
school law, to attend any and all meetings of said district, and 
to vote upon all questions brought before said meeting. 

The appellants herein have failed in establishing that any im- 
proper means were used by the respondents, or any one, to induce 
the voters of said district to attend such special meeting, or in 
voting at said meeting. 

On petition of the appellants herein I made an order, dated Oc- 
tober 27, 1894, staying all proceedings on the part of the trustees 
of said school district No. 11 and of each of them, under and pur- 
suant to the proceedings of said special meeting of October 2, 
1894, until the hearing and decision of the appeal herein, or until 
a further order should be made by me in this appeal. 

The appeal herein should be dismissed. 

It is ordered, That the appeal herein be, and the same hereby is 
dismissed. 

It is further ordered, That said order made by me herein on said 
Uctober 27, 1894, staying all proceedings on the part of the trus- 
tees of said school district No. 11, and of each of them, under and 
pursuant to the proceedings of said special meeting of October 2, 
1894, be, and the same hereby is, vacated and set aside. 
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4 No. 4325 

_ In the Matter of the Petition of ORIN Swirt AND OTHERS tor the 

| removal of DANIEL KE. BUTLER as sole Trustee of School District 
No. 6, Town of Milford, Otsego County. 


so long as a school district is in existence it is the duty of the trustee or trustees thereof to 
‘d maintain a school therein if there is a sufficient number of pupils to warrant it, and where he 
or they neglect or refuse to maintain such school, are not excused from performing such duty 
for the reason that the annual school meeting had voted that no school should be taught in the 
district for that school year. A trustee who fails to maintain a school will be deemed guilty 
of a willful violation and neglect of duty. 


SD (Decided February 14, 1895.) 
R. M. Townsend, attorney for petitioners. 


This is a petition by certain qualified voters of school district 
No. 6, town of Milford, Otsego county, for the removal from of- 
fice of Daniel E. Butler, sole trustee of said district. The prin- 
cipal grounds upon which such removal is asked are, that said 
a Butler did not maintain any school in said district during the 
school year of 1892-3; that during the school year of 1893-4 a 
; school was maintained in said district for only twelve weeks; and 
that by the neglect of said Butler the sum of $66.18 of the public 
moneys apportioned to said district in the custody of the super- 


visor was lost to the district. 

: On account of sickness in the family of said Butler his time to 
answer the petition herein was extended by me, and said answer 
was not received by me until August 20, 1894. <A reply to said 
answer was received by me on November 13, 1894, and a brief on 
the part of the petitioners was received by me on February 6, 
1895. 

It appears from the papers presented that said Butler, at the 
annual school meeting held in said district in August, 1892, was 
elected sole trustee of said district; that said annual meeting 
voted that no school should be taught in said district during said 
school year; that no school was taught or maintained in said dis- 
trict during said school year; that at the annual school meeting, 


EE <= 


q held in said district in August, 1893, said Butler was elected sole 
a trustee of said district; that in the autumn of 1893, said Butler 
i employed one Helen Windsor, who taught said school for six 
: 
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weeks and was paid $36 therefor by an order of said Butler upon 
the supervisor of the town of Milford; that the school remained 
closed until about February 1, 1894, when said Butler employed 
one Daniel Thorn, who taught the school for six weeks; that said 
Butler gave said Thorn an order upon the supervisor who declined 
to pay the same; that for the balance of said school year no school 
was maintained in said district; that at the annual meeting of 
said district, held in August, 1894, a successor to said Butler as 
trustee was elected. In his answer to the petition herein said But- 
ler alleges as an excuse for not maintaining a school in said dis- 
trict in the school year of 1892-3 the aforesaid action of the annual 
meeting resolving that no school be taught for said school year, 
and that during the school year of 1893-4 he was unable to hire 
teachers except for said twelve weeks during which a school was 
taught. 

The petitioners aver that said Butler could have employed a 
competent teacher if he had been willing to pay a reasonable sum 
as wages, but refused to employ any one unless at a compensation 
less than $5 per week; that one Minnie W. Bishop, a duly quali- 
fied teacher, made application in September, 1893, to teach the 
school for the sum of $5 per week and board herself; but said But- 
ler declined to employ her, stating that he would not pay $5 per 
week for a teacher. 

While a school district is in existence it is a duty of a trustee 
or trustees to maintain a school in said district, and where he or 
they neglect or refuse to maintain such-school, he or they are not 
excused from performing such duty for the reason that the annual 
school meeting has voted that no school be taught in the district 
for that school year. From the proofs herein I am satisfied that 
said Butler could have employed a competent qualified teacher to 
teach the school in said district in the school year of 1893-4 had 
he been willing to pay a reasonable compensation for such 
services. 

I am of the opinion that said Butler was guilty, during said 
school years of 1892-3 and 1893-4, of a willful violation and neg- 
lect of duty as said trustee of said district, in not maintaining a 
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school therein for at least thirty-two weeks in 1892-3, and for at 
least one hundred and sixty days, inclusive of legal holidays that 
might occur during the term of said school and exclusive of Satur- 
days during 1893-4. Said Butler having ceased to be the trustee 
of said district since the annual school meeting held therein in 
August, 1894, I have no power to make any order to remove him 
for such willful violation and neglect of duty. 

The petitioners ask me to make an order directing the said But- 
ler to pay to the district the sum of $66.18 which, it is alleged, 
said district lost by reason of the willful neglect of official duty on 
the part of said Butler. It appears that in the autumn of the year 
1893 there was in the custody of the supervisor of the town of 
Milford the sum of $102.18 for the payment of teachers’ wages, be- 
longing to said school district and that said Butler drew $36 there- 
of to pay Miss Windsor; that some time in March, 1894, he drew 
an order upon said supervisor to pay Thorn for services as teach- 
er, which order was not paid. Under the school law, on the first 
Tuesday of March in each year, each supervisor is required to 
make a report in writing to the county treasurer for the use of the 
school commissioners, showing the amounts of school moneys in 
his hands not paid on orders of trustees for teachers’ wages, and 
the districts to which they stand accredited, and thereafter he 
shall not pay out any of said moneys until he shall have received 
the certificate of the next apportionment; and the moneys so re- 
turned by him shall be re-apportioned. It would seem that on 
March 1, 1894, the supervisor made his report to the county treas- 
urer showing the sum of $66.18 accredited to the district, and he 
was forbidden by law to then pay out any of said moneys until 
after he received the certificate of the next apportionment, upon 
which new apportionment said district would receive a proportion 
of said sum of $66.18. Iam of the opinion that I have no power to 
decide whether or not said district has lost or forfeited any money 
by the acts, misconduct or negligence of said Butler, nor to make 
any order in the premises. 

By section 1, article 1, title 15, of the Consolidated School Law 
of 1894 it is enacted, that whenever the share of school moneys or 
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any portion thereof, apportioned to any town or school district, 
ete., shall be lost in consequence of any willful neglect of official 
duty by school commissioner, town clerk, trustee, etc., the officer 
or officers guilty of such neglect shall forfeit to the town or school 
district so losing the same, the full amount of such loss with in- 
terest thereon. I have no jurisdiction of proceedings under the 
foregoing section, but such proceedings must be taken in the 
courts. The forfeiture in this matter, if any, being declared for 
the benefit of said school district, it is the duty of the trustee to 
sue for and enforce its collection. 

The petition herein is dismissed. 


No. 4326 


In the Matter of the Appeal of CHARLES A. BENEDIOT v. BOARD 
OF TRUSTEES OF SCHOOL DisTRICT No. 2, Town of Ossining, 
Westchester County. 


In a school district where there are three trustees two of the trustees employ a teacher without 
the knowledge of the third trustee; such contract is illegal and the person employed cannot 
have any claim against the district in an appeal to the State Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion by the person so employed from the refusal of the trustees to permit him to teach; the 
appeal will be dismissed and it is not the policy of the law to require the State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction to fix damages for a breach of contract when the extent thereof is 
indefinite and uncertain. 


(Decided February 15, 1895.) 
Smith Lent, attorney for appellant. 
Francis Larkin, attorney for respondents. 


The above-named appellant appeals from the action of the re- 
spondents in refusing to permit him to teach the public school in 
said district for the year beginning September, 1894, and in em- 
ploying another to teach said school. On or about June 15, 1894, 
Peter E. Lyon and Arthur R. Bird, then being two of the three 
trustees of said school district and the appellant herein, entered 
into a contract in which it was stated that one appellant was em- 
ployed to teach the first department of said school at a compen- 
sation of sixty dollars per month for the ensuing school year of 
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ten months, said school year to commence on September 1, 1894. 
That one Walter N. Hoff, was, on June 15, 1894, one of the three 
trustees of said district, and still is one of said trustees; that said 
‘Hoff was never notified of any meeting of said board of trustees 
in the year 1894 prior to the annual meeting in said district, nor 
was he ever notified of any meeting of said board for the purpose 
of hiring the appellant herein as a teacher in said district; that 
said Hoff was never shown the contract alleged to have been 
made for the hiring of appellant, and was never asked to sign the 
same. That the appellant went to the schoolhouse in said dis- 
trict on September 4, 1894, prepared to carry out on his part the 
terms of such alleged contract and to teach in said school, when 
he was informed by Mr. Losee, one of the respondents herein, and 
chairman of the present board of trustees of said district, that 
his (the appellant’s) services were not required, and that he (the 
appellant) would not be permitted to teach in said school; that 
the appellant asked said Losee if any other teacher had been em- 
ployed and was informed that a teacher had been employed and 
was at the time in the schoolhouse in the act of opening the 
school. 

The three trustees of the said district, Messrs. Losee, Hoff and 
Ferguson, answer the appeal herein, and aver that the appellant 
was not legally employed to teach in the school for the school 
year, commencing August 1, 1894, as said Hoff, one of the three 
trustees, was neither notified of any meeting of said board for 
the purpose of considering the hiring of the appellant, or any 


other person, as a teacher in said school, nor was any contract of 


hiring of appellant shown to said Hoff, nor did said Hoff ever 
sign the same. 

It is undisputed that the appellant was employed, if at all, by 
the action of two trustees without consultation with the third. 
This was illegal, although the appellant may possibly have re- 
dress against the two who assumed to employ him. - If the ap- 
pellant has any remedy it is by an action at law for damages. 
This Department has no facilities for measuring such damages. 


~ Whether the appellant is entitled to recover damages, and if so, 
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to what extent, should be determined by the courts. It is not 
the policy of the law to require the State Superintendent of Pub- 
lic Instruction to fix damages for a breach of contract, when the 
extent thereof is indefinite and uncertain. 

The Appeal herein is dismissed. 


No. 4327 
In the Matter of the Appeal of REUBEN BRITTEN from Proceed- 
ings of Special Meeting held on October 9, 1894, in School 
District No. 10, Town of Stillwater, Saratoga County. 


This Department, when asked to set aside proceedings of school meetings, will always inquire 
into the bone fides thereof. Were the things done, such as it was proper to do at said meet- 
ing? Has any ove been misled, imposed upon or wronged? If mistakes and irregularities 
have occurred, will the greater hardship be imposed upon individuals by setting aside or sus- 
taining such acts. Notices of special meetings in common school districts unless any such 
district at its annual meeting shall, by resolution, prescribe some other method, is by reading 
said notice in the hearing of each inhabitant of the district qualified to vote at its meetings 
or in ease of his or her absence from home, by leaving a copy thereof or so much thereof as 
relates to the time, place and object of the meeting, at the place of his or her abode at least 
five days before the day of the meeting. No district meeting shall be held illegal for want of 
a due notice to all persons qualified to vote thereat unless it shall appear that the omission to 
give such notice was willful and fraudulent. 


(Decided February 21, 1895.) 


J. F. Terry, attorney for appellant. 
George B. Lawrence, attorney for respondent. 


The above named appellant appeals from the proceedings of a 
special meeting held on October 9, 1894, in school district No. 10, 
town of Stillwater, Saratoga county, upon the grounds in sub- 
stance: That the notice of said meeting was not duly and legally 
given, and that said meeting could not legally elect a treasurer of 
said district. An answer to said appeal has been interposed by 
Joseph Holmes, who claims to have been elected as trustee of said 
district at such special meeting. 

The following facts are established. In August, 1894, an appeal 
was brought by Joseph Holmes and another from the election of 
school district officers at the annual school meeting held in said 
district on August 7, 1894, upon the ground that none of said 
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officers were elected by ballot as required by the school law, but 
were elected by a viva voce vote; that no answer was made to the 
appeal, and on September 24, 1894, the appeal was sustained by 
me; that in and by my decision I held and decided that no one 
was legally elected at said annual meeting as trustee, district 
clerk or collector, and so much of the action and proceedings of 
said annual meeting had and taken in the election of district offi- 
cers wasvacatedand set aside; that in said decision I ordered that 
Wilson Wylie, a qualified voter in said district, and then acting 
clerk thereof, to forthwith call a special meeting of the inhabi- 
tants of said school district, entitled to vote at school meetings in 
said district, in the manner prescribed in sections 2 and 6 of ar- 
ticle 1, title 7, of the Consolidated School Law of 1894, for the pur- 
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a pose of electing a trustee, district clerk and collector-of said dis- 
E trict, said election to be conducted in the manner provided in sub- 
54 division 4 of section 14, article 1, title 7, of the Consolidated 
"ZS School Law of 1894; that said decision was filed with said Wylie 
Ss on October 1, 1894, and on that date said Wylie posted in a con- 
ES z spicuous place in five public places in said school district a writ- 
___ ten notice, signed by him as acting clerk of said district, that a 
4 special meeting of the inhabitants of said district, qualified to 


vote at school meetings therein, would be held at the schoolhouse 
in said district on October 9, 1894, at 7:30 P. M., for the purpose of 
the election of a trustee, district clerk and collector of said dis- 
trict, that said Wylie did not notify every other inhabitant of said 
district qualified to vote at the meeting, by reading said notice of 
said meeting in his hearing, or in case of his absence from home, 
by leaving a copy thereof, or so much thereof as relates to the 
time, place and object of the meeting, at the place of his abode, 
at least six days before the time of the meeting; but it is not al- 
leged, nor does it appear, that the omission on the part of said 
Wylie, to'so as aforesaid give notice of said special meeting, was 
willful and fraudulent; that said special meeting was held on said 
October 9, 1894, at which there were present and voting two- 
thirds of the qalified voters of said district, and a trustee, district 
clerk and collector of said district were elected in the manner pre- 
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scribed by section 14, article 1, title 7 of the Consolidated School 
Law; that said special meeting went through the form of electing 
treasurer of said district, although the election of such treasurer 
was not specified in the notice of said special meeting as one of the 
purposes for which said meeting was called; that the appellant 
herein was present at and took part in the proceedings of said spe- 
cial meeting. 

It is also established by the proofs herein that Joseph Holmes 
and Jacob Snyder were each candidates for the office of trustee of 
said district, and that both of them canvassed said district for 
support by the qualified voters thereof for said office; that said 
Holmes personally saw and consulted with every qualified voter 
in said district, except fifteen, in relation to said special meeting, 
the time and place when the said meeting was to be held, and the 
object and purpose of said meeting, and urged said voters to be 
present thereat; that of the fifteen persons that he did not see 
personally, seven of them were present and took part in the pro- 
ceedings of said meeting; that of the remaining eight, at least 
three of them had notice of said meeting, but purposely absented 
themselves therefrom, and of the others, who were married 
women, the husband of each was present at such meeting; that 
the said Wylie saw fully two-thirds of the qualified voters of said 
district prior to said meeting and personally informed them of 
the said meeting, the time when and the place where the-same 
was to be held, and the object and purpose thereof, and also per- 
sonally called the attention of many of them to the notice posted 
by him; that the fact that a special meeting in said district was to 
be held and the purposes for which it was to be held was printed 
in a newspaper published in the village of Stillwater, about two 
and one-half miles from said school district. 

In the direction to Wylie to call a special meeting of said dis- 
trict No. 10 of Stillwater, as contained in my decision in appeal 
No. 4,265, and in the manner prescribed in sections 2 and 6, of 
article 1, title 7 of the Consolidated School Law of 1894, it was a 
direction that said notice be served in the manner provided by the 
school law, and the citation of the sections, article and title, was 
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to inform him where the law upon the subject could be found. 
Wylie in his affidavits stated that he was ignorant of the law, and 
was not in possession of a copy of the school laws. <A copy of the 
Consolidated School Law of 1894 was printed in the appendix to 
volume 2 of my report for 1894 and a copy of that report was sent 
to, and should have been in the possession of, the school district. 
Besides, he could have applied to this Department for informa- 
tion. Had he exercised due diligence to inform himself as to the 
law and his duties in the matter the appeal herein would not have 
been taken. . 

Under the provisions of the school law, the service of all notices 
of special meetings in common school districts, unless any such 
district at its annual meeting shall, by resolution, prescribe some 
other method, is by reading said notice in the hearing of each in- 
habitant of the district qualified to vote at the meeting, or in case 
of his or her absence from home, by leaving a copy thereof, or so 
much thereof as relates to the time, place and object of the meet- 
ing, at the place of his or her abode, at least five days before the 
day of the meeting. - 

Said school law also contains the provision that the proceed- 
ings of no district meeting, annual or special, shall be held illegal 
for want of a due notice to all persons qualified to vote thereat 
unless it shall appear that the omission to give such notice was 
willful and fraudulent. It is clear that the qualified voters of 
said school district did not receive due notice of said special meet- 
ing of October 9, 1894, under the school law; but it is not claimed 
or proved that the omission to give such due notice was willful 
and fraudolent. 

Iam of the opinion, from the proofs established herein, that all 
of the qualified voters of said district had notice of said special 
meeting, and the purposes for which it was called, and that if 
any voter failed to attend said meeting it was for some other rea- 
son than that he or she had no notice thereof. Indeed, the appel- 


~ lant herein has failed to show that a single voter of said district 


did not have notice of said meeting, his contention being that the 
notice of said meeting was not served in accordance with the pro- 
visions of the school law, and hence the meeting was illegal. It 
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is clear that the appellant herein has not been injured by reason 
of a failure to serve notice of the meeting as required by the 
school law, as he was present at such meeting and took part in the 
proceedings. 

This Department, when asked to set aside the proceedings of 
school meetings, will always inquire into the bone fides thereof. 
Were the things done such as it was proper to do? Has any one 
been misled, imposed upon or wronged? If mistakes and irregu- 
larities have occurred, will the greater hardship be imposed upon 
individuals by setting aside or sustaining such acts? 

I find and decide that the contention of the appellant, that said 
special meeting was not legally held for the reason that the notice 
of said meeting was not served in the manner provided by the 
school law, is not tenable, it appearing that the omission to give 
such notice was not willful and fraudulent, and it further appear- 
ing that all the qualified voters of said district received in some 
manner a notice thereof. 

The election at such special meeting of a treasurer of said dis- 
trict was clearly void, for two reasons: First, because in the no- 
tice of the meeting it was not stated therein that said meeting 
would be called upon to act relative to the election of a treasurer; 
and, second, that under the school law no school district can elect 
a treasurer of the district unless at the first meeting of the dis- 
trict after it shall have been formed, or at any subsequent annual 
meeting thereof, or at any special meeting duly called for that pur- 
pose, a resolution shall be adopted to elect such treasurer. It does 
not appear that any such resolution has been adopted. 

I find and decide, That the special meeting held on October 9, 
1894, in school district No. 10, town of Stillwater, Saratoga 
county, was legally held; that the election at said special meeting 
of a trustee, district clerk and collector of said district was legal 
and valid; that the election at said special meeting of a treasurer 
of said district was illegal and void. 

The appeal herein is sustained as to so much thereof as appeals 
from the action and proceedings of said special meeting in the 
election of a treasurer of said district; and that as to all other 
matters therein, said appeal is dismissed. 
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No. 4330 


In the Matter of the Appeal of EarL D. HowLAND from Tax List 


and Assessment in School District No. 8, Towns of Westford 
and Roseboom, Otsego County, dated October 5, 1894. 


The appellant Howland being the owner of a tract or tracts of land lying in one body and _ oc- 
cupied by him as such owner, situated in the town of Westford, and said land having been 


: assessed as one lot on the last assessment roll of said town after revision by the assessors, 


held, that said body of land although situated partly in two or more school districts should be 
assessed to the owner for school purposes in district No. 4 of Westford, in which said 
Howland resided. 


(Decided February 28, 1895.) 
Barnum Brothers, attorneys for respondents. 


The appellant herein appeals from a tax-list and assessment 
made and issued in school district No. 8, towns of Westford and 
Roseboom, Otsego county, on October 5, 1894. 

The trustee and collector of said school district have severally 
answered the appeal. 

The following facts are established: that the appellant has for 
the seven years last past owned a farm situate in the town of 
Westford, in school district No. 8, towns of Westford and Rose- 
boom, and upon which he resided until on or about September 25, 
1894; that in the month of April, 1894, the appellant purchased a 
farm, situate in school district No. 4, town of Westford, and ad- 
joining his said farm in school district No. 8, both said farms 
being in the town of Westford; that on the last assessment roll of 
the town of Westford, after revision by the assessors (viz.: for the 
year 1894) said two farms or parcels of land, so lying in one body 
and occupied by him, were assessed as one lot; that on September 
25, 1894, the appellant moved from the house upon said part of his 
land situate in school district No. 8, to and upon that part of his 
land situate in school district No. 4, and ever since has, and at 
the time of bringing the appeal herein still did reside in said 
school district No. 4 of Westford; that since the commencement 
of the present school year the trustee or trustees of said school 


~ No. 4 of Westford assessed a tax against the appellant for said 


body of land owned and occupied by him in said district, which 


- tax has been paid by him; that on October 5, 1894, the trustee of 
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said school district No. 8 of Westford and Roseboom made out a 
tax-list and assessment for such school district, but instead of 
ascertaining the valuations of taxable property in said district 
from the last assessment rolls of the towns of Westford and Rose- 
boom after revision by the assessors, viz.: said assessment rolls 
for the year 1894, that said trustee ascertained and took such val- 
uations from the assessment rolls of said town of Westford for 
the year 1893; that in said tax-list and assessment of October 5, 
1894, the trustee of said district No. 8 included that part of the 
land of the appellant lying in one body situate in said school and 
assessed a tax of $3.17 against the appellant therefor; that said 
tax-list and warrant were delivered to the collector of said dis- 
trict No. 8, and the appellant refusing to pay said tax the collector 
collected the same by a levy and sale of certain personal property 
by the collector. 

Under the provisions of article 7, title 7, of the Consolidated 
School Law of 1894, chapter 556 of the Laws of 1894, and for many 
years prior thereto, the valuations of taxable property within 
school district for the purposes of assessments and taxation by 
trustees shall be ascertained by them, so far as possible, from the 
last assessment roll of the town after revision by the assessors. 
Each of the towns of Westford and Roseboom had on October 5, 
1894, an assessment roll for 1894 revised by the assessors of each 
of said towns, and it was the duty of the trustee of said district 
No. 8 to ascertain the valuations of taxable property in the as- 
sessment made by him on October 15, 1894, from said rolls, in- 
stead of which such valuations were taken from the rolls of 1893. 
Such tax-list and assessment roll of October 15, 1894 was invalid, 
and had the appellant taken an appeal in time therefrom to me 
such assessment would have been vacated and set aside. 

This Department has held that any person aggrieved by reason 
of errors in a tax-list must bring his appeal as soon as he has 
knowledge of said errors, and an appeal brought therefrom after 
the collection of the tax by levy and sale of his property will not 
be entertained, his only remedy being by a civil action against the 
collector. By section 63 of article 7, title 7 of said Consolidated 
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School Law of 1894 (and such has-been the school law since 1886) 
it is enacted that land lying in one body and occupied by the same 
person either as owner or as agent or tenant for the owner, if as- 
sessed as one lot on the last assessment roll of the town after re- 
vision by the assessors, shall, though situated partly in two or 
more school districts, be taxable in that one of them in which 
such occupant resides. 

Since April, 1894, the appellant herein has been the owner of a 
tract or tracts of land lying in one body, all of which has been oc- 
cupied by him as such owner; that said body of land is situate in 


the town of Westford, and was assessed as one lot on the last as- 


sessment roll of said town of Westford, after revision by the as- 
sessors; that said body of land is situated partly in two or more 
school districts, viz.: district No. 4 of Westford and No. 8 of West- 
ford and Roseboom; that since September 25, 1894, the appellant 
has resided upon said land in district No. 4 of Westford. 

I find and decide, That on October 5, 1894, under the provisions 
of the school law above cited, the trustee of school district No. 8 
of Westford had no legal power or authority to assess and tax for 
school purposes in said district No. 8 said body of land so as 
aforesaid owned and occupied by the appellant then residing in 
school district No. 4 of Westford, but that said body of land 
should have been assessed for taxes for school purposes in said 
district No. 4 of Westford. 

As hereinbefore stated, I have no power to afford the appellant 
equitable redress for the act of the trustee of district No. 8 of 
Westford and Roseboom in assessing his property for school pur- 
poses in said district, he not having brought his appeal in time, 
and for such reason said appeal must be dismissed; but for the 
purposes of future taxation of said land for school purposes so 
long as the conditions relative to said land, existing since Septem- 


ber 25, 1894, continue, I find it my duty to indicate to the trustees 


of each of said districts, No. 8 of Westford and Roseboom and dis- 
trict No. 4 of Westford, the proper district under the school law 
in which said body of land is taxable. 
Appeal dismissed. 
7 
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No. 4334 
In the Matter of the Appeal of ByRon JOHNSON v. WILLIAM D. 
WINSTON as Trustee of School District No. 10, Town of Marcy, 
Oneida County. 


In an appeal from the action of a trustee of a school district in permitting a branch or lodge of 
the society or association known as ‘‘The Patrons of Industry of the State of New York,” 
to hold meetings in the schoolhouse in his district: Held that the action of the trustee was 
without authority of and in violation of the schooi law of the State. 


(Decided March 7, 1895.) 


H. A. Warren, attorney for appellant. 


The appellant in the above entitled matter appeals from the 
action and decision of the respondents herein, as trustee of 
school district No. 10, town of Marcy, Oneida county, in permit- 
ting certain persons claiming to be members of an order, society 
or association under the name of the “Patrons of Industry of the 
State of New York,” or a branch or lodge thereof, to meet in, and 
hold meetings in the schoolhouse of said district; and upon the 
request of the appellant herein that said respondent as such 
trustee deny said order, society or association the further use of 
said schoolhouse, the action and decision of said respondent as 
such trustee refusing to grant such request. 

It appears, from the proofs presented herein, that the appellant 
herein is a qualified voter in, and a taxable inhabitant of, said 
school district No. 10, town of Marcy, Oneida county; that the 
respondent herein, William D. Winston, is, and has been since 
the annual school meeting in said school district, held in August, 
1893, the sole trustee of said school district; that some time in 
the spring of the year 1894, a person calling himself Norman 
Smith and claiming to be grand organizer of the “Patrons of In- 
dustry of the State of New York,” delivered a lecture in the 
schoolhouse of said district upon the purposes and objects of 
said society or association and the benefits to be derived from 
membership therein; that said organization was a secret one and 
the members thereof were required to keep such secrets although 
no oath was required; that the payment of a membership fee of 
$1 for those joining that night was required, and $2 for joining 
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thereafter, with small dues payable once in three months; but 
- women were only required to pay half price and a failure to pay 


dues terminated such membership; that all persons under 14 
years of age were excluded from membership; that a paper was 
passed around at such méeting to obtain the signatures of those 
willing to join said organization, and after signatures had been 
obtained, those not signing were requested to and did leave said 
schoolroom; that a branch or lodge of said Patrons of Industry 
was thereupon organized, the respondent herein becoming a 
member, some of the members therein being residents and quali- 


fied voters of said district, and the other members being non-res- 


idents of said school district; that with the permission of the 
respondent herein, as trustee of said district, said branch or 


- lodge of the Patrons of Industry so organized, has held its meet- 


ings in said schoolhouse on two nights in each month upon the 
agreement that said members thereof furnish the fuel and lights 
and clean the schoolhouse; that on or about September 20, 1894, 
the appellant herein personally served upon the respondent 
herein as such trustee a written notice requesting him to deny 
said branch or lodge of Patrons of Industry the further use of 
said schoolhouse, which request the respondent herein refused, 
stating, in substance, “that they could use it as usual;” that said 
branch or lodge still use said schoolhouse for its meetings with 
the permission of the respondent herein as such trustee. 

The respondent in his answer to the appeal herein alleges that 
the object of said organization, as set forth in the preamble to the 
constitution, is for the “promotion of the interest of farmers and 
employees and for the good of the nation,” and that during its 


meetings various subjects of public interest are discussed by the 
- members. 


The respondent has annexed to his answer herein the written 
consent of twenty qualified voters of the district that said trustee 


.may permit said Patrons of Industry to occupy said schoolhouse 


a at such times as will not in any way interfere with the school, 


provided said Patrons shall not ill use the schoolhouse, and shall 


¥ provide their own fuel and lights, and keep the schoolhouse neat 


- 
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and clean. The appellant herein objects to such use, and annexed 
to his reply herein are the affidavits of four other qualified voters 
objecting 10 such use of said schoolhouse. It appears, therefore, 
that there are differences of opinion among the qualified voters 
of said district as to the advisability and legal authority of per- 
mitting the use of said schoolhouse by said Patrons of Industry, 
or for any other than school purposes. 

It is not alleged or proven that there is or are no suitable build- 
ing or buildings other than said schoolhouse, in said school dis- 
trict, in which said Patrons of Industry could meet and hold their 
meetings. 

Sub division 6 of section 47, article 6, title 7 of the Consolidated 
School Law of 1894, enacts that the trustee or trustees of every 
school district shall have the custody and safekeeping of the dis- 
trict schoolhouse or houses, their sites and appurtenances, and 
such has been the law of the State for forty years. 

The provisions of law above cited constitute the trustee or 
‘trustees of school districts the custodian or custodians of the 
schoolhouse or houses, and their sites and appurtenances, for the 
purposes of public instruction and for holding the annual and 
special school meetings of said district under the school law, and 
for no other purpose. By said provisions of law such school 
property does not become the private property of the trustee or 
trustees, and he or they cannot put it to any use which he or they 
see fit. In 1855 Deputy Superintendent Smith decided “That the 
trustees of each school district have the custody and control of: 
the schoolhouse for the purposes defined and specified in the act 
conferring the authority. In general, schoolhouses are built for 
the purposes of public instruction by teachers holding regular 
certificates of qualification, and also to furnish a place for the 
holding of school district meetings, and for no other purpose. In 
short, the employment of schoolhouses for such objects (i. e., 
other than school purposes) is only tolerated by general consent. 
This Department never raises the question. It is, however, under 
the necessity of sustaining the objection when it is made.” 

By section 52, article 6, title 7 of the Consolidated School Law of 
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4 1894 it is enacted, “The trustee, or anyone of them, if not forbid- 
den by another, may freely permit the schoolhouse, when not in 
use for the district school, to be used by persons assembling there- 


in for the purpose of giving and receiving instruction in any 
branch of learning or education or in the science or practice of 
music.” Section 52 above quoted is precisely the same as section 


52 of the sixth article of title 7, of the Consolidated School Act of 


1864. Said section 52 contains the only purposes under the school 
law for which trustees of school districts had the legal right to 
permit the schoolhouse under their authority and control to be 
used, other than those of holding the schools and school meetings 
of the district, until the Consolidated School Law of 1894 went 
into operation. Said section 52 was enacted to prevent the dis- 
putes continually arising about the right and power of the trus- 
tees to permit the schoolhouse to be used for any purpose but a 
common school. 

Even under the provisions of said section 52 the trustee or 
trustees of a district cannot grant any right to use the district 
property for any other than educational purposes. As trustees 
are forbidden to lease or contract the right of occupation and use 
of schoolhouses and appurtenances, or any part thereof, when 
allowing the use of said property under section 52, they can only 
acquiesce in said use and by such acquiescence estop themselves 
from bringing an action for the act of entering the schoolhouse, 
which would otherwise be a trespass. 

Prior to the enactment of section 52, sixth article, title 7, of the 


_ Gonsolidated School Act of 1864, chapter 555, of the Laws of 1864, 


a trustee or trustees of a common school district had no legal 
power or right to consent, or permit the use of the schoolhouse, 


z its site and appurtenances, or any part thereof, for any purpose 


whatever except for public instruction, in the maintenance of a 
school or schools therein and for annual and special school meet- 
ings of the district. Since the passage of chapter 556 of the 
Laws of 1894, pursuant to the provisions of said section 52, the 


- gole trustee of a district or a board of three trustees, if none of 


them objected, had and have the power to freely permit the 


~ 
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schoolhouse in their respective districts, when not in use for a 
district school, to be used by persons assembling therein for the 
purpose of giving and receiving instruction in any branch of edu- 
cation or learning, or in the science or practice of music. Such 
instruction given and received, or any branch of education or 
learning, ete., etc., by lectures or instruction in music or other 
methods, must be free to the qualified voters of the district and 
the children residing therein of school age, and not restricted to 
the persons who may be members of any society or association, 
secret or otherwise. 

By section 16, of title 5, and section 2, title 10, of the Consoli- 
dated School Law of 1894, chapter 556 of the Laws of 1894, trus- 
tees of school districts have the power and it is their duty, to 
grant the use of school buildings for all examinations appointed 
hy school commissioners under the provisions of the school law, 
and in which to hold teachers’ institutes. To sum up, a trustee 
or trustees of a school district has not and have not any legal 
right or power whatever to consent to or permit the use of the 
schoolhouse, school site and appurtenances, in his or their school 
district, or any part thereof, for any purpose whatever except 
for the purpose of public instruction, the conduct of the school 
therein, and for the school meetings of the district, and the pur- 
poses mentioned in section 52, article 6, title 7; section 16, title 
», and section 2, title 10, of the Consolidated School Law of 1894. 

It does not clearly appear from the proofs herein, what are the 
objects and purposes of the Patrons of Industry, and the meet- 
ings held, however laudable they may be, but it clearly appears 
that the purposes of the meetings held in the schoolhouse in dis- 
trict No. 10, Marcy, are not for giving and receiving instruction 
in any branch of education and learning, or in the science or prac- 
tice of music; and admitting for argument only that such are the 
purposes of said meetings, such meetings are not open to all of 
the qualified voters of the district and the persons residing there- 
in of school age, but are restricted to those who are under the 
constitution and laws thereof, members of such society or organi- 
zation. 
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There are other good reasons, aside from the absence of statu- 
tory authority, why trustees should not consent to or permit the 


meetings of such society in the schoolhouse of the district. Such 


meetings created dissensions and controversies among the in- 
habitants of the district; one-fifth are opposed to such meetings. 
That conceding the society provides for its own fuel and lights, 
and cleans the schoolhouse, there is a continual wear and tear 
of the schoolroom and furniture by reason of said meetings, which 
must be borne by the taxable inhabitants of the district, in keep- 
ing such furniture and schoolroom in repair. The attorney for 
the appellant had suggested that such use of the schoolroom 
might cause complication and loss to the district in the contract 
of insurance of the schoolhouse and furniture. I assume that 


the schoolhouse and furniture in said district is (and if not, it 


should be) insured from loss or damage from fire. The policy 
issued for such insurance states the use to which the building is 
to be put, viz.: for school purposes; a meeting of said society is 
- held in said school, and on the evening or night of such meeting 

_ the schoolhouse and furniture are damaged or destroyed by fire; 


the trustee presents a claim against the insurance company under 


said policy for the loss or damage sustained by the district; the 
insurance company ascertaining that on the night of the fire 
the schoolhouse was occupied by the Patrons of Industry and not 
for school purposes, and refuse to pay; an action is brought, in 
which the district is defeated. An action, possibly, might be 
maintained by the district against the trustee for the less sus- 
tained by the district by reason of the neglect or violation of 
duty on the part of such trustee in consenting to or permitting 


E- the use of said schoolhouse for other purposes than those men- 
tioned in the policy of insurance; but in the event of the trustee 


being financially irresponsible, the district must bear the loss. 
In appeal] No. 3577, decided by Supt. Draper, on July 21, 1887, 
brought from the action of trustees in permitting the use of a 


__ schoolhouse for the meetings of a temperance society, he says: 


“The law constitutes the trustee the custodian of the school- 


4 house. Butit does not thereby become his private property, and 
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he cannot put it to any use which he sees fit. He is, as a general 
rule, to manage it as the representative of the district, and for 
school purposes only. He must find some express provision of 
statute authorizing him to permit it to be used for any other 
purpose before he is justified in doing so, provided objection is 
made by any interested party. The only provision of the statute 
of such a nature is found in section 52, of title 7, of chapter 
555, of the Laws of 1894, which allows the trustee “to permit the 
schoolhouse, when not in use by the district school, to be used 
by persons assembling therein for the purpose of giving and re- 
ceiving instruction in any branch of education or learning or in 
the science or practice of music.” | It cannot be claimed that the 
leasing in the present case was for such a purpose as is here men- 
tioned. In this case, the house was given over to the use of a 
secret society. The people of the district who were not members 
of the society, were excluded. The persons who were thus per- 
mitted to use it, did not assemble for the purpose of giving and 
receiving instruction, but for the promotion of temperance. 
However laudable the purpose of their assembly, it is not a pur- 
pose recognized by the State. I am, therefore, of the opinion 
that the leasing complained of was unlawful and that the appeal 
must be sustained. 

It may be proper to say, however, that it has always been the 
practice of this Department to refrain from preventing the use 
of school property for other than school purposes, when such 
other use does not interfere with the use for which such property 
is maintained, and when such other use is acquiesced in by the 
taxpayers and electors of the district. This has unquestionably 
been a wise policy. Frequently, in the rural school districts, the 
schoolhouse is the only suitable place in the district for holding 
a meeting of any character, and such policy has greatly promoted 
the convenience as well as the intellectual and moral activity of 
the people of the district. But when a school building is used 
for any other purpose or in any manner which interferes with 
its use for school purposes, or where there are differences of opin- 
ion among the people of the district as to the advisability of using 
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the schoolhouse for any other purpose than school purposes, it 


becomes the duty of the Department to strictly observe and en- 


force the laws governing the matter. 

I concur fully with Supt. Draper in the reasons stated by him 
in, and the decision rendered by him therein, and feel it my duty 
to observe and enforce the provisions of the school laws govern- 

ing the matter of the use of schoolhouses for other than school 
purposes, and to sustain the appeal herein. 

The appeal herein is sustained. 

I find and decide, That the acts and decisions of William D. 
Winston, as sole trustee of school district No. 10, town of Marcy, 
Oneida county, in consenting or permitting a branch or lodge, or 
by what other name known, of a society or association known as 


the Patrons of Industry of the State of New York, to hold meet- 


ings in the schoolhouse in said school district, were, and are, 
witliout authority of, and in violation of, the school law of the 
State. 

It is ordered, That said William D. Winston, as such sole 


2 _ trustee of said district, forthwith notify the officers and mem- 


bers of said society or association, so holding and attending at 
said meetings, that no further meetings shall be or will be per 


- - mitted to be held in said schoolhouse in said district; and that the 


consent and permission heretofore given by him, that such meet- 
ings be so held, are cancelled, withdrawn and revoked. 

It is further ordered, That the said William D. Winston, as 
such sole trustee of said school district No. 10, town of Marcy, 
Oneida county, be, and he hereby is, enjoined and restrained from 
consenting, permitting or allowing said branch or lodge of said 
society or association of the Patrons of Industry of the State of 


= New York, and the officers and members thereof, to hold any 


meeting or meetings thereof in said schoolhouse in said district 


4 from and after the date at which he shall receive notice of my 


decision and orders herein. 
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No. 4337 


In the Matter of the Appeal of FREDERICK CRAMER AND OTHERS 
from Proceedings of a Special School Meeting held December 21, 
1894, in School District No. 3, Town of Great Valley, Cattarau- 
gus County. 


The inhabitants of a school district, entitled to vote, when duly assembled in any district meet- 
ing, have the power, by a majority of those present and voting, to vote to hire or purchase 
rooms or building for schoolrooms or schoolhouses or to build schoolhouses. Where a district 
owns a schoolhouse it is not necessary as a condition precedent to the power of the voters of 
said district to vote to erect anew schooihouse, that such schoolhouse should have been con- 
demned by the school commissioner. 

(Decided March 11, 1895.) 


EH. D. Northwp, attorney for appellants. 
G. M. Rider, attorney for respondent. 


The appellants in the above entitled matter appeal from the ac- 
tion and proceedings of a special school meeting held on Decem- 
ber 20, 1894, in school district No. 3, town of Great Valley, Cat- 
taraugus county. 

Phe principal grounds alleged in said appeal are that said meet- 
ing was not duly called and held, and that the proceedings had 
and taken at said meeting were in violation of the school law. 

An answer to the appeal has been interposed, and to the answer 
areply and to the reply a rejoinder. 

The following facts are established by the proofs presented 
herein: That the respondent herein, Edward M. Shaffer, was in 
December 1894, and still is, sole trustee of school district No. 3, 
town of Great Valley, Cattaraugus county; that on or about De- 
cember 11, 1894, a petition, signed by fifteen of the inhabitants of 
said district that a special meeting of said district be called to 
vote on the question of a new schoolhouse in said school district, 
was delivered to the trustee of said district; that said trustee 
wrote out a notice calling a special meeting of said school district, 
to be held at the schoolhouse on December 20, 1894, for the pur- 
pose of voting upon the question of erecting a new schoolhouse 
in said district, and if carried, to transact such other business as 
may be necessary, which shall pertain to the erection of said 
schoolhouse, said polls to open at 7:30 P. M. and remain open one 
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hour, and on December 12, 1894, delivered said notice to the clerk 
of said district with directions to serve the same; that thereupon 
said clerk on the same day posted written copies of said notice in 
several public places in said district including the post office, and 
each of the two general stores in said district, and in addition 
thereto, read and stated the contents of said notice to many of the 
voters of said district; that an annual school meeting held in said 
district at some date prior to said December 1894, it was voted 
that special meetings of said district be called by posting notices; 
that from said December 12 to December 20, 1894, the fact of such 


special meeting being called and the matters to be acted upon 


thereat was generally known and discussed by the qualified voters 
of said district; that said district has about 141 qualified voters 
residing therein; that on said December 20, 1894, the qualified 
voters of said district assembled at the schoolhouse in pursuance 
of said notice and duly organized by the election of a chairman, 
the clerk of the district acting as clerk, and the appointment of 
two tellers or inspectors of election, and an assistant clerk; that 
the appellants herein were present at said meeting; that a motion 
was made and adopted to proceed to ballot for the proposed 
schoolhouse and thereupon a ballot was taken upon the question 
of erecting a new schoolhouse, said ballots being printed and hav- 
ing thereon respectively “for building a new schoolhouse” and 
“against building a new schoolhouse;” that a poll was kept upon 
which was entered the name of each person whose vote was re- 
ceived; that at the close of the polls the vote was duly canvassed 
and the result announced, viz: whole number of votes cast was 109 
of which 67 votes were “for” and 42 votes “against” building a 
new schoolhouse; that motions relative to the cost of the school- 
house were made by one Kane and one Richards, and one Chase 
presented a resolution that the district appropriate not less than 
$3,000 and not more than $4,000 to build said schoolhouse and 
that the district be bonded for four-fifths of the amount, the bonds 
of which shall not be sold for less than par, payable in one, two, 
three and four years, and the balance of one-fifth be raised by tax 


- during the summer of 1895; that an amendment to the resolution, 
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the schoolhouse be completed inside of the $4,000 was offered and 
accepted by the mover of said resolution; that a resolution was 
presented that the whole sum be raised the first year and a vote 
taken thereon, such being ascertained by taking and recording the 
ayes and noes of those present and voting, and said motion lost, 
the whole number of votes being 91 of which 18 were in favor and 
73 against; that said resolution was further amended by the addi- 
tion that said schoolhouse should be of brick, and that a vote was 
then taken thereon which vote was ascertained by taking and re- 
cording the name of each person who voted and setting opposite 
to said name whether such person voted aye or no, with the fol- 
lowing result, viz: whole number voting 62 of which 61 were for 
and 1 against the resolution. 

It also appears that of the 141 qualified voters in the district 
109 were present and voted at said meeting; that one voter at 
least who did not vote was present at said meeting; that of the 31 
not affirmatively appearing to have been present all but 11 are 
shown to have lived respectively in the same family with other 
voters who were present and voted at said meeting, and must be 
presumed to have had knowledge of the meeting, and 10 of the 11 
are shown to have had actual notice. 

The provisions of the Consolidated School Law of 1894, chap- 
ter 556 of the Laws of 1894, which went into effect on June 30, 
1894, were in operation in December, 1894. 

Under the provisions of said law trustees of school districts 
have power and it is their duty to call special meetings of the in- 
habitants of such districts whenever they shall deem it necessary, 
and a special meeting shall be held whenever called by the trus- 
tees. It is not required by the school law that to legally call and 
hold a special meeting in a district the trustees should be re- 
quired to do so by a call or petition on the part of the voters. This 
department has held that when any considerable number of the ~ 
voters of a district do make such request the trustees should call 
the meeting. When a special meeting is called the notice thereof 
shall state the purposes for which it is called and no business 
shall be transacted at such meeting except that which is specified 


ro ee 
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in the notice. When special meetings are called a notice thereof 
shall be served upon each inhabitant of the district qualified to 
vote at district meetings, at least five days before the day of meet- 
ing by reading the notice in the hearing of every such qualified 
voter, or in case of his or her absence from home by leaving a copy 
thereof, or so much thereof as relates to the time, place and object 
of the meeting at the place of his or her abode ; but the inhabitants 
of any district may, at any annual meeting, adopt a resolution pre- 
scribing some other mode of giving notice of special meetings 
which resolution and the mode prescribed thereby shall continue 
in force until rescinded or modified at some subsequent annual 
meeting. The proceedings of no district meeting, annual or 
special, shall be held illegal for want of a due notice to all the 
persons qualified to vote thereat, unless it shall appear that the 
omission to give notice was willful and fraudulent. 

The respondent herein, as trustee of said district, had the power 
under the provisions of the school law, to call special meetings 
of said district either upon a call or petition of any number of 
the voters of said district, or without any such call or petition. 
The purposes for which the meeting was called were sufficiently 
stated. The notice of said meeting was duly given under a resolu- 
tion adopted at an annual meeting of the district prescribing the 
mode of giving notice of special meetings of said district, and 
which resolution does not appear, from the proofs herein, to have 
been rescinded or modified. Assuming for the sake of argument 
only that no such resolution was ever adopted by said district, 
there is no proof that the omission to give the notice in the manner 
required by the school law was willful and fraudulent, and that 
the proceedings of said special meeting shall not be held illegal 
for want of said notice. 

It appearing that the appellants herein were all present at said 
special meeting they have not been injured by any failure 
to receive due notice thereof. 

The inhabitants entitled to vote, when duly assembled in any 
district meeting, have the power under the school law, by a major- 
ity of those present and voting, to vote to hire or purchase rooms 


~ 
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or buildings for school rooms, or schoolhouses, or to build school- 
houses. Where a district owns a schoolhouse it is not necessary 
as condition precedent to the power of the voters of said district 
to vote to erect a new schoolhouse, that such schoolhouse should 
have been condemned by the school commissioner under the pro- 
visions of subdivision 4, section 13, title 5 of the Consolidated 
School Law of 1894. The power of condemnation of a school- 
house, given by the school law, is to require the erection of new 
schoolhouse where the schoolhouse of the district is wholly unfit 
for use and not worth repairing, and it has become apparent that 
it is not the intention of the qualified voters of the district to take 
steps for the erection of a new schoolhouse. Where in any school 
district, as is shown in this appeal, the schoolhouse is unsuitable 
and inadequate for the needs of the district, the voters of said dis- 
trict have the power in their wisdom and discretion to vote to 
build a new schoolhouse. 

Under the school law, no tax voted by a district for building, 
etc., a schoolhouse exceeding the sum of $800 shall be levied by 
the trustees unless the commissioner in whose district the school- 
house of said district so to be built is situate shall certify in writ- 
ing his or her approval of the larger sum. It is affirmatively es- 
tablished herein that the school commissioner has so certified in 
writing her approval of the sum voted to be raised for building a 
schoolhouse at the special meeting of said district No. 3, held on 
December 20, 1894. By section 18, article 2, title 7 of the Consoli- 
dated School Law of 1894, the voters at a school district when 
they shall have voted a tax for the building of a new school house 
have the power by a majority vote of those present and voting, 
which vote shall be ascertained by taking and recording the ayes 
and noes of those attending and voting, that said sum shall be 
raised in installments; that thereupon the trustees are authorized 
to cause the same to be raised in the same manner as other school 
taxes; but the payment or collection of the last installment shall 
not be extended beyond twenty years from the time such yote was 
taken; and no such vote to levy any such tax shall be reconsid- 
ered except at an adjourned meeting, annual or special, to be held 
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within thirty days thereafter; that for the purpose of giving ef- 
fect to such provisions trustees are authorized to borrow so much 
of the sum voted as may be necessary at a rate of interest not ex- 
ceeding six per cent., and to issue bonds or other evidence of in- 
debtedness therefor, whieh bonds, ete., shall not be sold below 
par. 

Said special meeting in said district voted a tax of not less than 
$3,000 or more than $4,000 to build a new schoolhouse of brick, 
said schoolhouse to be built and completed within said sum of 
$4,000, and that said sum be raised by installments, to wit: in five 
installments, one installment to be collected by tax during the 
summer of 1895 and the other four-fifths to be raised in one, two, 
three and four years; that the vote upon said resolution was as- 
certained by taking and recording the ayes and noes of those pres- 
ent and voting. 

The aforesaid action of said special meeting in voting a tax for 
anew schoolhouse and that the sum so voted be raised in install- 
ments, was a compliance with the provisions contained in said 
section 18, and this action cannot now be reconsidered. It having 
been stated in the resolution that one-fifth of the sum was to be 
raised by taxation in the summer of 1895, and the balance raised 
in one, two, three and four years, it was not necessary that 
the resolution should contain anything with reference to bonds, as 
under the provisions of said section it is the duty of the trustee to 
borrow the money necessary for the other four-fifths of the sum 
voted and to issue bonds ete. in the manner stated in said section. 

The appellants have failed to sustain the appeal herein and said 
appeal should be dismissed. 

Appeal dismissed. 
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No. 4338 


In the Matter of the Appeal of E. W. WATKINS from Proceedings 
of Annual School Meeting held in School District No. 8, Towns 
of Portville and Olean, Cattaraugus County, in August, 1894, in 
election of District Officers. 


The supervisors of towns have no authority to accept the resignation of a trustee of a school 
district. The acceptance of a resignation of a trustee being void, there is po vacancy in the 
office of trustee and a special meeting held in said district and the election of a trustee to fill 


such assumed vacancy is null and void. 
(Decided March 13, 1895.) 

The appellant in the above entitled matter appeals from the 
election of the trustees, district clerk and collector of school dis- 
trict No. 8, towns of Portville and Olean, Cattaraugus county, at 
a meeting of said district, held August 14, 1894, and from the offi- 
cial acts of John Mohan as trustee and William Baxter as col- 
lector of said district. In the appeal, eight grounds upon which 
the appeal is taken, are stated. 

An answer to the appeal by John Mohan has been made. 

The appellant appeals from a tax list and assessment made by 
Mohan as trustee, but he has failed to show by proofs in what 
respect it is irregular or void and no copy of said tax-list is an- 
nexed to his appeal, and therefore I am unable to decide as to 
its legality or validity. 

There appear to be only two questions presented to me by this 
appeal for decision, viz.: first, was the annual school meeting held 
in said district on the first Tuesday of August, 1894, and, second, 
was Mary Patterson on September 1, 1894, at the time of her 
employment as teacher in said school district by said Mohan as 
trustee, related by blood or marriage in any degree to said Mohan. 

It is alleged by the appellant that the annual school meeting 
in said district was not held on the first Tuesday of August, 1894 
(i. e., August 7), but that a school meeting in said district was 
held on August 14, 1894. In support of this allegation he pro- 
duces a sworn copy of an extract from the records of the clerk 
of the district giving the proceedings of an annual school meeting 
held in said district, on the second Tuesday of August, 1894, and 
also the affidavits of himself and eight others, that the said meet- 


. 
. 
; 
j 


Dectstons In Appran Casrs 113 


ing was held on August 14, 1894. The respondent, Mohan, pro- 
duces his own affidavit and the affidavits of five others that the 
said meeting was held on August 7, 1894 (i. e., the first Tuesday 
of August), and also the affidavit of one E. Jerolds that said meet- 
ing was held on the same night in August, 1894, that the school 
meetings in the adjoining school districts were held, but he can- 
not remember the day of the month. The respondent, Mohan, 
also annexed to his answer a sworn copy of the records of the 
annual meeting upon the book of the clerk of the district, stating 
that the annual meeting in said district was held on the second 
Tuesday of August, 1894. 

It is established that at the school meeting held in said district 
on either August 7 or 14, 1894, that John Mohan was elected 
trustee, William Baxter, collector, and D. Dunning, clerk. The 
appellant contends that the records of the district clerk, that 
said meeting was held on August 14, 1894, are conclusive as to 
the date such meeting was held. Inthis heisinerror. Supt. 
Ruggles, in a decision in Appeal No. 3415, decided April 13, 1885, 
held that he was not bound by the clerk’s minutes; that were such 
record conclusive, a careless or ignorant clerk could easily undo 
or annul the proceedings of any meeting; that he could go behind 
such records and inquire as to the actual facts. I concur with 
Supt. Ruggles, and hold that the records of the district clerk 
that said meeting in said school district was held on August 14, 
1894, is not conclusive, and that I will go behind the records and 
inquire into the actual facts. 

It is not alleged nor proven that said Mohan, prior to the school 
meeting held either August 7 or 14, 1894, was a trustee of said 
district, and the claim to be such trustee was by virtue of an 
election had at the meeting held in said district either on said 7th 
or 14th of August, 1894. It is proved that on August 10, 1894, said 
Mohan went to W. B. Mersereau, supervisor of the town of Port- 
ville, and resigned said office of trustee of said district, and then 
and there signed a written resignation of said office of trustee, 
and said Mersereau mailed said resignation to D. Dunning as 
clerk of said district. That on said August 10, 1894, said Mer- 
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sereau wrote to School Commissioner Chapin, informing him of 
such resignation and inquiring whether another school meeting 
had better be called or whether said Chapin would appoint a 
trustee to fill the vacancy. That on August 11, 1894, School 
Commissioner Chapin wrote to said Merserean, acknowledging 
the receipt of his letter of the 10th, and advised a special meeting 
of the district. That on August 28, 1894, a special meeting of 
said district was held at which the respondent Mohan was elected 
trustee of the district. 

The resignation of Mohan as trustee to said Supervisor Mer- 
Sereau, and his acceptance thereof, were without the authority 
of the school law, and the special meeting of said district to elect 
a trustee in place of Mohan was invalid and void; but the fact 
that on August 10, 1894, said Mohan resigned the office of trustee, 
is controlling with me upon the question as to whether a school 
meeting in said district was held on August 7 or 14. It is clear 
to me that the annual school meeting in said district was held on 
the first Tuesday of August, 1894, to wit.: August 7, 1894, and not 
on August 14, 1894, as Mohan could not on August 10 resign an 
office to which he had not been elected, or to which he was not 
elected until August 14, 1894. 

On September 1, 1894, the respondent Mohan as trustee of said 
district contracted with one Mary Patterson to teach the school 
in said district for thirty-two weeks, commencing September 3, 
1894, at $7 per week. The appellant alleges that said Mary Pat- 
terson was a sister of the wife of Mohan. Miss Patterson and 
said Mohan each swear that at the time of said employment Miss 
Patterson was not related to said Mohan in any manner. The 
burden is upon the appellant to establish his appeal by a pre- 
ponderance of proof, and in that he has failed. ; 

I find and decide that the annual school meeting in school dis- 
trict No. 8, towns of Portville and Olean, Cattaraugus county, 
was duly held on the first Tuesday of August, 1894, and that at 
said annual school meeting John Mohan was duly elected as trus- 
tee of said district; that D. Dunning was duly elected as district 
clerk and that William Baxter was duly elected as collector. 
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That the attempted resignation of said Mohan to Supervisor 
Mersereau of said office of trustee, and the acceptance thereof 
by the supervisor, Mersereau, was without authority of law, and 
null and void. That the special meeting held in said district on 


August 28, 1894, in the election of a trustee to fill an assumed 


vacancy in said office was null and void. That at the time of the 
contract of employment of Mary Patterson as a teacher in said 
school district by said Trustee Mohan, appellant has failed to show 
she was related to said Mohan by blood or marriage in any de- 
gree whatever. 

It is ordered, That so much of the action and proceedings of 
the special meeting in said district held on August 28, 1894, as 
relates to the election of a trustee of said district in place of John 
Mohan be, and the same is, hereby vacated and set aside as illegal 
and void. 

The appeal herein is dismissed. 


No. 4339 
In the Matter of the Appeal of GEORGE R. MARTIN v. RICHARD 
J. W1LsoN, Trustee of School District No. 14, Town of Wallkill, 
Orange County. 
Where a teacher utterly fails as a disciplinarian and lacks the ability to maintain order and good 
government in the school, the trustee of the district had sufficient cause to dismiss said teacher. 


(Decided March 15, 1895.) 


The above-named appellant appeals from the action and de- 
cision of the above-named respondent in dismissing him as a 
teacher of the school in said district No. 14, town of Wallkill, Or- 
ange county, during a term of employment without sufficient 
cause. ° 

The respondent has answered the appeal. 

It appears by the papers filed herein: That an oral contract was 
entered into by said appellant and respondent, by which the 
appellant was employed to teach the school during the school 
year and was to receive $6.50 per week for the months of Septem- 
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ber and October, $7 per week for the months of November and 
December, 1894, and January, February and March, 1895; that 
said appellant commenced teaching said school and continued to 
do so until November 27, 1894, when the appellant and respond- 
ent had an interview in which the respondent informed the ap- 
pellant that unless he (the appellant) maintained better order in 
the school the school might as well be closed, and that three of 
the patrons of the school who sent at least one-third of the 
scholars, had informed him (the respondent) that the school might 
as well be closed, for the reason that no order or discipline was 
maintained therein; that thereupon the school was closed until 
the following Monday by the respondent, who informed the ap- 
‘pellant that if he (the appellant) thought he could do 
better he could resume duty and would give the appel- 
lant until the next Monday to decide; that the appellant said 
to the respondent, “If the district is dissatisfied I will give up the 
school,” and the respondent replied that it was, but asked appel. 
lant not to give a final answer until the next Monday, to which 
the appellant replied; “I do not want the school if the district is 
dissatisfied,” to which respondent said ; “Is this your final an- 
Swer?” and appellant replied, “It is;” that thereupon the re- 
spondent took the keys of the schoolhouse, and signed an order 
upon the collector for the balance due the appellant for services, 
and the appellant ceased to teach in said school. It also appears 
that the scholars had locked out the appellant from said school 
upon two occasions; that while the school was in Session the 
scholars would talk to each other across the Schoolroom, pin 
papers upon the backs of the scholars and teacher, laugh with- 
out restraint, study out loud, and race around the schoolroom; 
that the appellant had attempted on two different occasions be- 
fore to teach said school and gave up the attempt for the reason 
that he could not manage the pupils attending. Upon the facts 
established herein the appellant utter ly failed as a disciplinarian, 
and lacked the ability to maintain order and good government in 

said school, and that the respondent had sufficient cause to dis- 
miss the appellant as said teacher. 

The appeal herein is dismissed. 
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No. 4340 


In the Matter of the Appeal of AZARIAH J. HATHAWAY v. GEORGE 
N. LUTHER, Trustee of School District No. 6, Town of Otego, 
Otsego County. 


Where an action is brought in the courts against a collector of a school district for his official acts 
in the levy and sale of property the school district has authority to vote a tax to pay such col- 
lector for the reasonable expenses incurred by him in defending said suit. 


(Decided March 15, 1895.) 
F, D. Shumway, attorney for respondent. 


Lhe appellant herein appeals from the proceedings of a special 
meeting held in school district No. 6, town of Otego, Otsego coun- 
ty, on November 1, 1894 (and from a tax-list and assessment made 
and issued by George N. Luther as trustee of said district. The 
said trustee has answered said appeal. 

From the papers presented it appears: That during the school 
year commencing August 1, 1893, one Lavelle Lent was the col- 
lector in school district No. 6, town of Otego, Otsego county; that 
on October 11, 1893, the then trustee of said district issued and _ 
delivered to said collector a tax-list and warrant, in which tax-list 
the appellant herein was taxed and assessed for the sum of $10.45; 
that said appellant refused to pay said tax and said collector 
levied upon two cows, the property of the appellant, and subse- 
quently soid one of said cows for $15, which amount covered said 
tax of $10.45 and the fees and expenses of the collector and the 
other cow was returned to the appellant; that in the month of 
November, 1893, the appellant commenced an action in Justices’ 
Court against said Lent for the conversion of said cows, which 
action was defended by said Lent and in such defense said Lent 
employed counsel, and which action was decided in favor of said 
Lent; that on the same day of the decision of the aforesaid action 
the appellant commenced a second action before another justice 
against said Lent for the like cause of action, in which action 
said Lent employed counsel, and said action was decided in favor 
of said Lent; that on the same day that said second action was de- 
cided appellant brought a third action for like cause as the 
first two, in which action said Lent employed counsel and de- 
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fended and was successful in such defense. That the aggregate 
sum expended by said Lent in defending said three actions was 
$47.80; that in November, 1894, the respondent called a special 
meeting of said district to be held on November 16, 1894, for the 
purpose of considering the payment by the district of the legal 
and other expenses of said Lent in defending said three actions 
brought against him by the appellant herein; that every quali- 
fied voter in said district, including the appellant herein, was 
duly and legally notified of the time and place of said special 
meeting and the business to be transacted thereat; that at said 
special meeting a motion or resolution was duly adopted unan- 
imously, said vote thereon being taken by ballot, to pay said Lent 
said sum of $47.80, and that the sum be levied by tax upon said 
district; that on December 18, 1894, the respondent duly issued 
his tax-list and warrant for the collection of said sum of $47.80, 
which sum has been collected including the tax levied in said tax- 
list against the appellant herein, and said tax-list and warrant 
duly returned, and the amount so collected paid over to said Lent. 

The appeal herein was brought on J anuary 14, 1894. Under 
section 14, of article 1, title 7, of the Consolidated School Law, 
the qualified voters of any school district assembled at a meet- 
ing, duly called and held, have the authority to vote a tax to pay 
the reasonable expenses incurred by district officers in defending 
suits or appeals brought against them for their official acts. . 

It is clear that the aforesaid three actions brought by the ap- 
pellant herein against said Lent were, and each of them was, 
brought against him for his official acts as collector of the dis- 
trict, and the district had authority to vote the tax to pay Lent 
for reasonable expenses incurred by him in defending said suits. 

The appellant herein, having failed to establish his appeal said 
appeal should be dismissed. 

Appeal dismissed. 
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No. 4341 
In the Matter of the Appeal of MorpEcAI Casson v. WILLIAM OC. 
Casson, Trustee, School District No. 4, Town of Tuscarora, 
Steuben County.. 


Where it appears that a branch school’is necessary for the due accommodation of children living 
in that portion of the district remote from the schoolhouse of the district, and that said dis- 
trict is abundantly able financially to sustain such branch school without being burdensome, 
itis the duty of the trustee or trustees of said district to establish such branch school. 


(Decided March 15, 1895.) 


This appeal is from the order or decision of the trustee of school 
district No. 4, town of Tuscarora, Steuben county, to hire a teach- 
er and continue to maintain a branch school in said district. An 
answer by the trustee of said district to the appeal herein has 
been received. The principal reason given in answer for not 
continuing the branch school is because two-thirds of the inhab- 
itants of the district are opposed to it. 

It appears from the papers that said school district has real and 
personal property of the aggregate assessed valuation of about 
$44,250; that the whole number of children of school age residing 
in said district is about thirty-six, of which about twenty-two at- 
tended the winter term; that ten scholars, residing in the north- 
east part of said district attended the branch school held in the 
locality, commencing November 5, 1894; that the children living 
in that part of said school district in which said branch school 
has been maintained, are required to travel to reach the school- 
house in said district two miles at least, and upon roads im- 
passable portions of the time in winter. 

It also appears that early in the present school year the appel- 
lant herein and School Commissioner. Harrison visited the re- 
spondent herein, and the appellant requested said respondent as 
trustee of said district to establish a branch school in that part 
of said district, in which appellant resided; that the appellant 
stated to the respondent that he and others residing in that part 
of said district would build a suitable building in said locality 
for a schoolhouse upon condition that the respondent would hire 
a teacher and maintain a school in such locality for thirty-two 
weeks during the present school year; that said Commissioner 
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Harrison recommended that said branch school be established; 
that the respondent consented and agreed to establish such 
branchschool upon the condition then and there stated; that there- 
upon the appellant herein and others residing in his vicinity erect- 
ed a building 16 by 24 and 13 feet high—balloon frame—sheathed, 
papered and sided on the outside, and ceiled inside—painted out- 
side and varnished inside, and furnished the same with Paragon 
(chair) seats, table for teacher, blackboard, stove, etc., at an ag. 
gregate cost of $300; that the respondent employed a qualified 
teacher for sixteen weeks and on November 5, 1894, established 
and opened a branch school in said building; that such branch 
school was maintained for sixty-five days exclusive of holidays, 
and the teacher’s roll shows ten scholars with 620 days’ attend- 
ance, averaging 9 13-33; that respondent refused to employ a 
qualified teacher and to continue and maintain a branch school in 
said locality and building. The respondent alleges in his answer 
to the appeal herein that he agreed to hire a teacher for said 
branch school for thirty-two weeks with the understanding that 
the school district would receive $100 additional public money to 
help pay teacher’s wages. 

Under the provisions of section 6, title 2, of the Consolidated 
School Law, said school district is entitled to distributive portion 
or district quota of $100 for each qualified teacher or successive 
qualified teachers who shall have taught a school in said district 
for one hundred and sixty days of school, inclusive of legal holi- 
days that may occur during a term of school and exclusive of 
Saturdays, during the school year commencing August 1, 1894, 
and ending July 31,1895. Should a qualified teacher or succes- 
Sive qualified teachers, during the present school year, teach a 
school in said branch school for a period of 160 days, inclusive of 
legal holidays that may occur during the term of school and ex- 
clusive of said Saturdays, said district will be entitled to have 
and receive in the next apportionment the sum of $100. 

Under the provisions of section 50, article 6, title 7, of the Con- 
solidated School Law of 1894, it is the duty of the trustee or trus- 
tees of every school district, and they shall have the power, when- 
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ever it shall be necessary for the due accommodation of the chil- 
dren of the district, by reason of any considerable number of 
said children residing in portions of said district remote from 
the schoolhouse in said district, thereby rendering it difficult for 
them in inclement weather and winter to attend school at such 
schoolhouse, ete., ete, to establish temporary or branch 
school or schools in such place or places in said district as shall 
best accommodate such children, and hire room or rooms, etc., 
etc.; and any expenditure made or liability incurred shall be a 
charge upon said district, 

By the above provisions of the school law it is mandatory upon 
the trustees to establish the temporary or branch school, and the 
qualified voters of the district have no power in the matter. 

It is clear, under the facts established, that a branch school is 
necessary for the due accommodation of the children living in the 
northeast portion of said district. Relying upon the promise of 
the respondent a comfortable building has been erected and 
furnished for said school without cost to the district, and there 
cannot be, aside from teachers’ wages, but a small expense to 
the district to maintain said school, and it appears that the dis- 
trict is abundantly able financially to sustain such branch school 
without its being a burden. If the school is not continued the 
district will not be entitled to any part of the teacher’s quota of 
$100 from the public money. 

The appeal herein is sustained. 

It is ordered, That the trustee of school district No. 4, town of 
Tuscarora, Steuben county, forthwith employ a qualified teacher 
to teach in said branch school, and open, continue and maintain 
said branch school for a period during the remainder of the 
present school year, that, together with the number of days dur- 
ing the present school year that said schoo! has been maintained, 
the said branch school shall have been maintained and taught by 
a qualified teacher or successive qualified teachers for at least 160 
days of school, inclusive of legal holidays that may occur during 
the term of school, and exclusive of Saturdays. 
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No. 4343 

In the Matter of the Appeal of WILLIAM KEUTGEN v. NICHOLAS 

J. MACKLIN, as President of Board of Education of Union Free 

School District No. 2, Middletown and Southfield, Richmond 
County. 

When a vacancy occurs in a board of education of a union free school district, such board has 

power, under the school law, to fill sach vacancy, and the person appointed shall hold office 

until the next annual meeting of the district. A board of education consisting of nine mem- 


bers, a quorum of the board being present, namely, five members, a person elected to fill the 
vacancy receiving a majority of the yotes of those present is duly elected to fill such vacancy. 


(Decided March 19, 1895.) 


John Widdecombe, attorney for Respondent Macklin. 


This appeal is, in fact, an appeal from the election of one Thom- 
as J. Flannigan as a member of the board of education of Union 
Free School District No. 2, Middletown and Southfield, Richmond 
county, as, although the appellant alleges various acts of the board 
and its president to be irregular and contrary to the by-laws of 
said board, he asks that the election of Mr. Flannigan, as a mem- 
ber of said board, be set aside as illegal. Both said Macklin and 
Flannigan have filed an answer to the appeal. 

It appears that by the action of the school meeting by which 
said Union Free School was established the board of education 
thereof was to consist of nine members and nine persons were 
duly elected to constitute said board; that prior to January 25, 
1895, one P. Albin Warth was a member thereof, but said Warth 
duly resigned as such member, which resignation was duly ac- 
cepted by said board on January 25, 1895, and thereupon there 
became a vacancy in said board; that at an adjourned regular 
meeting of said board, held on February 6, 1895, at which there 
were present seven of the eight members of said board, after the 
transaction of various matters, Mr. Cole moved that the board 
then proceed to the election of a trustee, and the appellant herein 
moved as a substitute that it be laid over until the next meeting, 
whereupon the substitute was lost and the motion of Mr. Cole 
adopted; on motion by the appellant a recess for ten minutes to 
consider candidates was carried; that upon the expiration of said 
recess the president ordered a vote to be taken for the election 
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of a trustee; that Mr. Robinson, a member of the board, during 
the recess, was excused, and Mr. Corey, also a member of the 
board, left the meeting; that a vote was taken for trustee which 
resulted in four votes for Thomas J. Flannigan and one for Mr. 
Barry; that two other votes were taken with a like result; that 
appellant herein asked to be excused, and the president of the 
board refused to excuse him upon the ground that it would break - 
the quorum; that Mr. Cole moved for another ballot for trustee 
which was taken and resulted as hereinbefore stated; that Mr. 
Cole raised a point of order demanding the president of the board 
to declare Mr. Flannigan elected as trustee on the ground that Mr. 
Corey, not being excused, must be recorded as present, and 
thereupon claimed that Mr. Flannigan received a majority vote; 
that the appellant herein thereupon left the meeting and the 
president reserved his decision and there being no quorum, or- 
dered an adjournment of the meeting until February 3, 1895, at 8 
P. M.; that on February 3, 1895, a quorum of the board not being 
present, the meeting of the board was adjourned to February 12, 
1895, and on February 12, 1895, there being no quorum of the 
members present the meeting of the board was adjourned to Feb- 
ruary 16, 1895; that on February 16, 1895, an adjourned meeting 
of said board was held, a quorum being present, at which the 
president of the board stated he had looked up the question of 
the point of order raised by Mr. Cole, at a former meeting, re- 
questing the president to declare Mr. Flannigan elected a trustee, 
and he had come to the conclusion that the point was well taken, 
and thereupon declared Mr. Flannigan legally elected a trustee 
of said district, and directed the clerk to enter his name on the 
roll, and to notify Mr. Flannigan of his election and to give to him 
notices of all future meetings of the board. 

Boards of education of union free school districts are sever- 
ally created bodies corporate. Section 7, article 1, title 8, of the 
Consolidated School Law of 1894; Bassett & Fish et al. 75 N. Y. 
308. 

The corporation so created takes, not only the powers given 
expressly by the statutes, but such other powers as are necessary 
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to its life and well being, and which such entities have at com- 
mon law or by other statutes; it must act also, and can act only 
in the mode and by the means appropriate to a corporation. 
Bassett & Fish et al. 75 N. Y 303. 

Such boards of education have power, and it shall be their duty, 
to fill any vacancy which may occur in any such board by reason 

‘of the death, resignation, removal from office or from the school 
district, or refusal to serve, of any member or officer of such 
board. Sub. 12, sec. 15, art. 4, title 8, Consolidated School Law 
of 1894. 

The Consolidated School Law does not prescribe how many 
members of a board of education shall constitute a quorum for 
the transaction of business. 

At common law the rule was well settled, that in select govern- 
ing bodies of a definite number, invested with functions of a pub- 
lic nature, a majority of a quorum, though less than a majority 
of the whole body, may legally act. 

Mr. Dane in his abridgment states that, “If the body consists 
of twelve common councilmen, seven is the least number that can 
constitute a valid meeting, though four of the seven may act.” 
In Dillon on Municipal Corporations it is stated, “So if a board 
of village trustees consists of five members and all, or four, are 
present, two can do no valid act; if three only were present they 
would constitute a quorum, then the votes of two, being a ma- 
jority of the quorum, would be valid, and certainly so when the 
three are all competent to act.” 

Section 10, article 8, of the constitution of this State enacts 
that “A majority of each house shall constitute a quorum to do 
business.” Under said clause it is competent for either house 
to do any business by a bare majority of a quorum, except in par- 
ticular cases, such as the enactment of laws where a larger vote 
is expressly required by restrictive words elsewhere in such con- 
stitution. In the General Corporation Law, chapter 687, of the 
Laws of 1892, section 29, it is enacted that “Unless otherwise pro- 
vided by law a majority of the board of directors of a corpora- 
tion at a meeting, duly assembled, shall be necessary to consti- 
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tute a quorum for the transaction of business, and the act of a 
majority of the directors present at a meeting at which a quorum 
is present shall be the act of the board of directors.” 

Supt. Ruggles in Appeal 3314, decided on March 3, 1884, held 
that the appellant therein, who was elected a member of a board 
of education by vote which was less than a majority of the board, 
though it was a majority of the members present, a quorum being 
in attendance, was legally elected. 

Boards of education have power to adopt such by-laws and 
rules for their government as shall seem proper in the discharge 
of the duties required under the provisions of the school law. 

It is not necessary, in disposing of this appeal, to decide as to 
whether or not the by-laws adopted by said board are valid or 
not. The appellant herein contends that the by-laws, article 2, 
which provides that when only a quorum of the board is present 
at any meeting a unanimous vote shall be necessary to decide a 
question other than that of adjournment, requires a unanimous 
vote to fill a vacancy in said board, is not tenable. 

The appellant contends that after the first vote to fill the va- 
cany in said board the president should have declared Mr. Flan- 
nigan elected and not allowed the other ballots to be taken. The 
appellant seems to hold the opinion that the declaration by the 
president of the election of Flannigan was necessary to make ° 
such election valid. Inthisheisinerror. Ata school district 
meeting or board of education when an election is had for an 
officer, it is not the declaration of a chairman, but the fact that 
a person received a majority of the legal votes cast, which consti- 
tutes an election. One ballot or vote was all that was necessary 
to be taken at said meeting of said board of education held on 
February 6, 1895, to elect a member of said board to fill the va- 
cancy existing therein. 

I find and decide, That Thomas J. Flannigan was, on February 
6, 1895, at a duly held meeting of the board of education of 
Union Free School District No. 2, Middletown and Southfield, 
Richmond county, duly and legally elected a member of said 
board of education to fill the vacancy then existing in said board 
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by reason of the resignation of P. Alvin Warth, which resignation 
had theretofore been duly made to and accepted by, said board. 
Appeal dismissed. 


No. 4344 
In the Matter of the Appeal of ELIZABETH OSTRANDER and MAR- 
GARKET EH. CAMPBELL v. BOARD OF EDUCATION OF UNION 
FREE ScHoout District No. 4, Johnstown, Fulton County. 


A lady, residing in a union free school district, of the age of seventy-two years, in feeble condi- 
tion and in need of a companion, receives into her family her granddaughter who continues to 
1eside with her at her request and with the consent of the psrents of the granddaughter and is 
under the care of and supported by her grandmother, the parents of the grandchild not exercis- 
ing any control or contributing to the support or maintenance of their said daughter: Held, 
that said grandchild was adopted into the family of her grandmother and for school purposes 
said granddaughter became a resident of the union free school district in which said grand- 
mother resided and entitled to attend the schools therein free. 


(Decided March 20, 1895.) 


Philip Keck, attorney for appellants. 
Harwood Dudley, attorney for respondent. 


This appeal is taken from the action and decision of the re- 
spondent, made on April 9, 1894, that the appellant, Elizabeth 
Ostrander, is not entitled to tuition in the school under its charge 
except upon payment therefor, and excluding her from said 
school until tuition is paid, or until my decision reversing said 
decision of the respondent. 

An answer to the appeal has been received, and also a reply 
to the answer. 

The question presented by this appeal is as to the residence of 
the appellant, Elizabeth Ostrander. 

It appears that the appellant, Elizabeth Ostrander, is a minor 
and of the age of thirteen years on April 24, 1894; that the parents 
of saidappellantare living and reside in school district No. 3,town 
of Johnstown, Fulton county, about two miles from the village 
of Johnstown, and have so resided therein for many years, and 
are able to educate and support their said daughter Elizabeth; 
that the appellant Margaret E. Campbell is the grandmother of 
said Elizabeth Ostrander, and resides in and is a qualified voter 
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and taxable inhabitant of Union Free School District No. 4, 
Johnstown; that her husband died in the year 1891; that she was 
seventy-two years of age on March 11, 1895; that she is and has 
been for many years, afflicted with heart trouble, and is enfeebled 
and in infirm health, and it is not now, and has not been for many 
years, safe for her to live alone and without the care and watch- 
fulness of some suitable companion; that said Elizabeth Ostran- 
der has since the year 1884 resided with and been a part of the 
family of her said grandmother, and her said grandmother has 
furnished the said Elizabeth with all her necessary wearing ap- 
parel and has boarded, kept and maintained the said Elizabeth 
Ostrander at her own cost and expense and has had the care, 
contro] and custody over her, the same as if she were her own 
daughter; that the parents of the said Elizabeth have not had or 
exercised any control over or contributed to the support or main- 
tenance of the said Elizabeth during all said years; that said 
Elizabeth Ostrander attended the school in Union Free School 
District No. 4 without payment of tuition, and with the acquies- 
cence of the board of education of said district, until the fall term 
in 1893; that in November, 1893, the appellant, Margaret E. 
Campbell, paid, under protest, to the treasurer of said Union Free 
School District No. 4, the sum of $9, being for tuition of said 
Elizabeth Ostrander for the fall term of said school of twenty 
weeks, the claim of the appellants Ostrander and Campbell being 
that said Elizabeth Ostrander was a resident of said school dis- 
trict No. 4; that on April 9, 1894, the respondent herein adopted 
a resolution, in substance, that said Elizabeth Ostrander was not 
entitled to tuition free of charge in said school district No. 4, and 
that she be excluded from the schools of the district until tui- 
tion is paid, or until I shall decide against the said decision of the 
respondent; that from said decision of said respondent of April 
9, 1894, this appeal is brought. 

Under the decisions of the courts of the State the residence of 
a minor is usually that of the parents until said minor has been 
emancipated from parental control or adopted into a new family, 
and the residence of a minor may be elsewhere than that of the 
parents with their consent. 
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The question involved in this appeal is one of residence, and it 
is usually a difficult question to determine. In the decision of 
such questions this Department has always inclined to the side 
of liberality. 

The proofs herein show that Mrs. Campbell is a qualified voter 
of, and an inhabitant in, said union free school district; that she 
is seventy-two years of age and has heart disease, in feeble con- 
dition and in need of a companion; that in 1884 her grand- 
daughter, Elizabeth Ostrander, came to reside with her at her 
request and with the consent of the parents of the said Elizabeth 
Ostrander, and has had the care and control of, and supported, the 
said Elizabeth with the consent of her parents, said parents not 
having exercised any control of or contributed to the support or 
maintenance of their said daughter. 

I find and decide that said Elizabeth Ostrander has been 
adopted by the said Margaret E. Campbell into her family, and 
that for school purposes the said Elizabeth Ostrander is a resi- 
dent of Union Free School District No. 4, Johnstown, Fulton 
county, and as such resident is entitled to attend the schools in 
said district free. 

The appeal herein is sustained. 


No. 4349 

In the Matter of the Appeal of Epira L. PorTEUS v. JOSEPH 

RUTHERFORD, Trustee, School District No. 15, Town of Lisbon 
St. Lawrence County. 

Under the school. law and the decisions of this Department and the courts of the State, a trustee 
has the right, for cause, to dismiss a teacher during a term of employment, and that the failure 
on the part of a teacher to maintain order, good government and discipline in the school, is 
suflicient cause for such dismissal. The certificate held by a teacher is prima facie evidence 
of his or her moral and mental qualifications to teach, and he or she may possess au excellent 
method of imparting instruction to pupils and still be deficient in the ability to manage and 


govern the school. Without good goverument and discipline which secure obedience, command 
respect and preserve order, learning is of little avail. 


(Decided April 1, 1895.) 

Sellar Leishman, attorney for appellant. 

George HE. Van Kennen, attorney for respondent. 

The appellant in the above-entitled matter appeals from the 


action of the respondent in dismissing her as a teacher during a 
term of employment without cause. 
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The respondent has filed an answer to the appeal, and to said 
answer the appellant has replied, and to the reply a rejoinder has 
been made, and to the rejoinder the appellant has filed a replica- 
tion. The pleadings and proofs have received careful consider- 
ation and examination. The questions presented to me for 
decision are, first, was the appellant dismissed during a term 
of employment, and, second, if yes, was there sufficient cause 
for such dismissal. Upon the proofs presented the following 
facts are established: 

That on or about August 25, 1894, the appellant herein, then 
holding an unexpired second grade certificate, and the respond- 
ent herein, the sole trustee of school district No. 15, town of 
Lisbon, St. Lawrence county, entered into a verbal contract by 
which the respondent employed the appellant, and the appellant 
contracted to teach the school in said district for twenty weeks, 
of which twelve weeks were to constitute the fall term and eight 
weeks the winter term of said school; that for the fall term the 
respondent agreed to pay and the appellant agreed to receive 


_ five dollars per week and be boarded, and for the winter term 


six and one-half dollars per week; that the appellant entered 
upon her duties as such teacher and taught eight weeks when a 
further agreement was made between the appellant and respond- 
ent, whereby the appellant taught two additional weeks, making 
the fall term one of ten weeks, and the winter term to be one of 
ten weeks instead of twelve weeks as agreed upon in the original 
contract of the said parties thereto; that the appellant was paid 
in full by the respondent for the ten weeks taught by her as afore- 
said; that on or about December 17, 1894, the appellant com- 
menced teaching said school for said winter term of ten weeks 
and taught said school until on or about January 16, 1895, when 
the respondent came to the schoolhouse and informed the appel- 
lant that he (respondent) would not allow her to teach said school 
any longer, and that he should close the school that night, and 
then and there dismissed the appellant as such teacher; that 
subsequently the respondent hired another teacher for said 
school; that the appellant has not been paid her services for 
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teaching said school for the two weeks she taught in said winter 
term; that the reasons given to appellant by the respondent for 
dismissing her as such teacher were that she did not maintain 
good order and government in said school and that she failed 
as a disciplinarian. 

By subdivision 9, of section 47, article 6, title 7, of the Consoli- 
dated School Law of 1894, chapter 556 of the Laws of 1894, it is 
enacted, “nor shall any teacher be dismissed in the course of a 
term of employment, except for reasons which, if appealed to the 
superintendent of public instruction, shall be held to be sufficient 
cause for such dismissal.” The respondent herein alleges that 
during the fall term of said school many complaints were made 
to him that the appellant was not maintaining proper order and 
discipline in said school, and that by reason of the dissatisfac- 
tion on the part of many of the patrons of the school by reason of 
such want of proper order, government and discipline pupils were 
not attending the school regularly; that the respondent visited 
the school at the beginning of the second week of the winter term 
and found said school unsatisfactory as to order and disci- 
pline therein. 

It is clear that during the fall term of said school there was 
dissatisfaction among the patrons of the school as to the order, 
government and discipline of the school by the appellant, else 
why should Messrs. Hyde and Randles, as sworn to in the afti- 
davits filed with the reply of the appellant, have called among 
many of the patrons of the school on December 14, 1894, to ascer- 
tain and learn how the appellant pleased them as a teacher? 

The respondent, with his rejoinder herein, has filed the affi- 
davits of every person in said district who had children attending 
said school (except one Hyde, who is a brother-in-law of the ap- 
pellant) and with said exception, and one other, the affidavits 
of every other resident taxpayer of said district, showing the ab- 
sence of order, good government and discipline in said school 
while the same was being taught by the appellant. 

The said affidavits showed that noise and confusion existed in 
the schoolroom during school hours, thereby disturbing those pu- 
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- pils who desired to study; that pupils during school hours would 


stroll about the schoolhouse grounds; that pupils did not obey the © 
bell calling them to resume their studies after recess or the noon 
hour; that pupilsduring school hours would move about the school 
room and talk and failed in obeying the appellant, and that she 
had no control over said pupils. The respondent alleges in his 
answer that at the time of entering into contract with the ap- 
pellant it was expressly understood and agreed between the par- 
ties that if in the opinion of the respondent the appellant failed 
to maintain order, decorum and good government in the school 
he might terminate the contract at the termination of any term, 
and that said contract was conditional and dependent entirely 
upon the ability of the appellant to maintain order and discipline 
and control the pupils attending said school. This the appel- 
lant denies and alleges that the contract was positive and abso- 
lute and not contingent in any respect whatsoever. It is not ma- 
terial whether the respondent is correct or not in his understand- 
ing of the conditions of the contract, as under the school law 
and the decisions of this Department and the courts of the State, 
a trustee has the right, for cause, to dismiss a teacher during a 
term of employment, and that the failure on the part of a teacher 
to maintain order, good government and discipline in a school 
is sufficient cause for such dismissal. 

A contract with a teacher, without expressed conditions, is to 
be interpreted by the conditions implied in the very nature of 
the contract, and the purposes for which it is entered into. Every 
such contract implies distinctly that the teacher employed pos- 
sesses the essentials of moral character, learning, ability and will. 
In Gillis v. Space, 63 Barb. 177, the Supreme Court said; “The 
license which he holds from the proper officer is prima facie evi- 
dence only that the applicant possesses these requisites, but it 
is not conclusive; the presumption raised by it may be rebutted 
by direct evidence tending to show that the holder of such li- 
cense lacks any or all of these qualifications.” 

The certificate held by the appellant was prima facie evidence 
of her moral and mental qualifications to teach, and she may 
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have possessed an excellent method of imparting instruction to 
her pupils and still have been deficient in the ability to manage 
and govern a school. Without good government and discipline, 
which secure obedience, command respect and preserve order, 
learning is of little avail. 

I am satisfied that the respondent has, by a preponderance of 
proof, established the fact that the appellant did not maintain 
order and good government in the said school, and that she failed 
as a disciplinarian, and that the respondent had sufficient cause 
to dismiss the appellant as teacher in said schoo] during her term 
of employment. 

The appellant alleges that she has not been paid the sum 
of $13 for the two weeks of the winter term in which she taught 
the school. She should be paid such said sum by the respondent. 

The appeal herein is dismissed. 


No. 4350 
In the Matter of the Appeal of New YORK CENTRAL & HUDSON 
RIVER RAILROAD Company from Proceedings of School Meet- 
ing of Districts No. 1 and No. 28, Town of Verona, Oneida 
County, on December 20, 1894. 


This Department has uniformly held that theestablishment of a union free school in any common 
scbool district, or the consolidation of two or more common school distriets by the establish- 
ment of a union free school therefor and therein, is a statutory proceeding purely. If the 
local school authorities comply with the provisions of the school laws of this State, relating to 
the establishment of such union free schools, the statute itself creates the union free school 
district ipso facto, so that no discretion rests with the State Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion to determine the expediency or the advisability of the action taken. 


(Decided April 2, 1895.) 
C. D. Prescott, attorney for appellant. 


This is an appeal from the proceedings of a school meeting of 
the qualified voters of school districts Numbers 1 and 28, town of 
Verona, Oneida county, held in school district No. 28, on Decem- 
ber 20, 1894, in consolidating said districts by the establishment 
of a Union Free School therefor and therein. 

The grounds of said appeal are in substance, first, that the 
request or call to the trustees of said districts for a meeting of the 
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qualified voters of said districts for the purpose of considering 
the question of such consolidation, etc., was not signed by at least 
fifteen qualified voters of said districts No. 1 and 28, that the said 
districts possessed all the requisites for the education of the per- 
sons of school age residing in said districts, and that there existed 
no reason or necessity for the consolidation of said districts by 
the establishment of a union free school therein. 

-An answer to the appeal has been made by the board of educa- 
tion of said union free school district. 

The following facts are established: That the appellant is a 
railroad corporation owning property subject to taxation for 
school purposes in said school districts Nos. 1 and 28, in the town 
of Verona, Oneida county, and for the past six years has 
paid more than fifty per cent. of the taxes for school purposes 
assessed and collected in said districts; that said school districts 
were formed and established before the railroad now owned and 
operated by the appellant, or any railroad, was built or operated 
within said districts; that on or prior to November 238, 1894, a 
call or request, addressed to the trustees of said school districts 
Nos. 1 and 28, town of Verona, that they call a meeting of 
the inhabitants of said districts entitled to vote at district meet- 
ings, for the purpose of determining whether such districts shall 
be consolidated by the establishment of a union free school there- 
for and therein, and signed by at least fifteen persons entitled 
to vote at said meeting, was presented to the trustees of said dis- 
tricts, and on November 23, 1894, said trustees made and signed 
a notice for said meeting pursuant to said call or request, to be 
held in the schoolhouse in district No. 28, on December 20, 1894, 
at 2 P. M.; that said notice of said meeting was duly and legally 
given; that said meeting, pursuant to said notice, was duly held 
on December 20, 1894, and a resolution, consolidating said dis- 
tricts by the establishment of a union free school therefor and 
therein was adopted, and that Gottlieb Merry, W. C. Palmer, C. 
R. Frisbie,J.M. Ressigue, H. M. Stearns, J. D. Case and J. E. Tafft 
were duly elected to constitute the board o1 education of said 


union free school district. 
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It is alleged by the appellant that the statement in the notice 
for the school meeting of December 20, 1894, that a petition had 
been presented having attached the names of fifteen qualified 
voters of district No. 1 was not in fact true;.and the appellant 
claims that at least two of them, viz.: C. C. Bross and D. H. Dy- 
gert were not qualified voters, and that the name of Joseph 
Archer was obtained without his intent to sign such call, and 
was used against his protest. That as to the allegation relative 
to C. C. Bross, there is annexed to the appeal the affidavit of Bross 
in which he states that about July 1, 1894, he moved from Utica 
to Verona and into school district No. 1, and rented a house and 
resided there until November 23, 1894, when he moved to Whites- 
boro; that he signed the call or request in September or October, 
1894, and does not nor did not know at the time he signed whether 
he was a legal voter in said district. Also annexed to the appeal 
is the affidavit of Sarah W. Stephens, in which she alleges that 
she is advised that W. C. Bross was not a resident of said district 
No. 1 at the time of signing the call, and never has been a legal 
voter in said district under the school laws of this State. An- 
nexed to the answer is the affidavit of W. N. Peckham, who states 
that he is, and was, during the year 1894, the owner of a house 
and lot in said school district No. 1, and that on July 1, 1894, he 
rented said house and lot to said W. C. Bross, who occupied the 
same from July 1 to November 23, 1894, and paid the rent there- 
for; also the affidavit of J. E. Tafft, who states that he was an 
inspector of election at the general election in this State in 
November, 1894, in the town of V erona, and which election dis- 
trict in which he was such inspector included the territory known 
as school district No. 1, and that said W. CG. Bross voted at such 
election as a resident of said election district. That as to the 
allegation relating to D. H. Dygert, the only proof on the part 
of the appellant to sustain it is an allegation in the affidavit of 
said Sarah W. Stephens that she is advised that D. H. Dygert was 
not at the time of signing said call a legal voter under the school 
laws of the State. Annexed to the answer herein is the affi- 
davit of said D. H. Dygert, who states that during the year 1894. 


\ 


Tees 


mR ee WY ery het eee 


ie) bo inal \ fai 


ree Ty 


is 
eu 
4 


Decrstons IN APPEAL CAsEs 135 


he has resided in said school district No. 1, and that on March 
15, 1894, he leased 113 acres of land situate in said district for 
the term of three years, and since said March 15, 1894, he has 
been, and still is, in possession of said land. That as to the al- 
legations relating to Joseph Archer, the only proof on the part 
of the appellant to sustain it is the allegation in the affidavits of 
said Sarah W. Stephens that she is further advised that the name 
of Joseph Archer to said call was obtained by deception, and 
after he learned the nature of the paper he insisted that his name 
be stricken from the call. Annexed to the answer herein is the 
affidavits of said Joseph Archer,who states that some time in Octo- 
ber or November, 1894, he signed a petition asking for a meeting 
to be called for the purpose of consolidating school districts Nos. 
1 and 28, of the town of Verona, and form a union free school 
district, and that since he signed his name for that purpose he 
has never requested that his name be taken off or erased there- 
from. 

I find and decide, That the said C. C. Bross and D. H. Dygert 
were, and each of them was, a qualified voter in school district 
No. 1, town of Verona, when they and each of them signed said 
call or request for a special meeting to determine whether said 
districts Nos. 1 and 28 should be consolidated by the establish- 
ment of a union free school therefor and therein. 

That as to the second ground upon which the appeal herein is 
taken I would state that this Department has uniformly held 
that the establishment of a union free school in any common 
school district, or the consolidation of two or more common 
school districts by the establishment of a union free school there- 
for and therein, is a statutory proceeding purely, and if the local 
school authorities comply with the provisions of the school laws 
of this State relating to the establishment of such union free 
schools, the statute itself created the union free school district 
ipso facto, so that no discretion rests with the State Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction to determine the expediency or the 


- advisability of the action taken. 


The appeal herein is dismissed. 
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No. 4351 


In the Matter of the Appeal of OSCAR WHEELER, as Trustee of 
School District No 9, Town of Hornellsville, Steuben County, v. 
BOARD OF EDUCATION OF UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
No. 7, Town and City of Hornellsville, Steuben County. 


A farm consisting of 385 acres, situated in two or more school districts, and divided or separated 
into three separate parcels by the road-bed, tracks, etc., of three different railroad companies, 
there being no proof that the owner of said farm is the owner of the fee of the Jand used and 
occupied by said railroads, said farm does not come within the exception contained in section 
63 of article 7, title 7, of the Consolidated School Law of 1894, relating to land lying in one 
body and occupied by the same person, and assessed as one lot on the town assessment roll, 
being taxable in that school district for school purposes in which the owner resides. So much 
of said farm as lies within said two or more school districts must be assessed in each of the 
districts respectively for the portion situated therein. This Department has uniformly held 
that when a farm lies in different districts, but is separated by railroad property, it cannot be 
regarded as land lying in one body, and each separate part must be assessed in the district in 
which it lies. 


(Decided April 4, 1895.) 
Milo N. Acker, attorney for appellant. 
Dolson & Dolson, attorneys for respondent. 


Near & Rathbun, attorneys for intervenor. 


On November 12, 1894, one Charles H. Hartshorn, a resident of 
the city of Hornellsville, Steuben county, was, and for some years 
prior thereto had been, the owner, subject to the dower right 
therein of his mother, Cordelia Hartshorn (which dower right 
has not been admeasured), and in possession of certain real es- 
tate, commonly known as the Hartshorn Stock Farm, in the 
town of Hornellsville, Steuben county, and which real estate 
was situate partly in Union Free School District No. 7 , and school 
district No. 9, town of Hornellsville; that the aggregate acreage 
of said real estate is about 385 acres; that there are farm build- 
ings upon said real estate, the most, if not all, of which are lo- 
cated upon that part situate in said school district No. 9; that 
said real estate has been occupied by a person acting either as 
the agent or foreman, or the tenant of said Hartshorn, and per- 
sons employed as laborers have also resided thereon; that said 
real estate was assessed upon the last town assessment roll of 
the town of Hornellsville for the year 1894, after revision by the 
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assessors, to said Hartshorn as “stock farm, 385 acres, $20,000;” 
that extending across said farm or real estate the entire distance 
from east to west are the roadbed, tracks, etc., with right of way, 
of two railroad companies, viz.: New York, Lake Erie & Western 
Company (formerly the Erie R. R. Co.), being six rods wide, and 
that of the Central New York and Western Railroad Company, 
being four rods wide, which said roadbed, tracks, etc., are owned 
by, and in possession and control of, and operated by, said cor- 
porations respectively; that said corporations are assessed for 
and pay taxes upon said property so owned and operated by them 
respectively; that the roadbeds, tracks, etc., of said railroads are 
parallel to each other, those of the N. Y., L. E. & W. R. R. run- 
ning straight across said land of Hartshorn, and that of the 
Cc. N. Y. & W. R. RB. at or near the boundary line between said 
districts 9 and 7, curving to the southwest, leaving a portion of 
the land of Hartshorn lying between the roadbed, tracks, etc., of 
each of said railroads; that for several years prior to 1894 all of 
said real estate or farm had been assessed for school taxes in 
district No. 9; that the trustee of said district No. 9 appeared by 
counsel before the board of education of district No. 7 and ob- 
jected to said board assessing any portion of said real estate or 
farm of said Hartshorn not lying within the bounds of said dis- . 
trict upon the ground principally, “that said real estate or farm 
did not lie in one body within the meaning of the Consolidated 
School Law of this State;” that on or about November 12, 1894, 
said board of education of said district No. 7 assessed, in the tax 
list made by it, the whole of said real estate or farm to said 
Hartshorn at the valuation of $20,000; that said Hartshorn re- 
fused to pay the tax assessed to him by the trustee of said district 
No. 9, upon the ground that he had been assessed for said real 
estate in district No. 7; that pursuant to a resolution adopted at 
a school meeting, held in said district No. 9, on October 8, 1894, 
the appellant as trustee of said district appeals from the said 
tax and assessment of said real estate or farm to said Hartshorn 
in the tax list and assessment made by the board of education 
of said district No. 7 on or about November 12, 1894. 
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An answer has been made to said appeal and a reply to said 
answer. The said Hartshorn has been permitted to file proofs 
herein as intervenor. 

The papers and proofs presented herein do not raise any ques- 
tion of fact, unless it may be relative to the occupancy of said real 
estate or farm, and in the view I take the occupancy of the farm 
is not material. 

In my opinion the said real estate or farm of said Hartshorn 
did not, at the time of the assessment to him as aforesaid by the 
board of education of said district No. 7, lie in one body, within 
the meaning of section 63, article 7, title 7, of the Consolidated 
School Law of 1894, chapter 556 of the Laws of 1894, and the de- 
cisions of this Department, and hence the board of education of 
said district No. 7, in making said tax and assessment acted with- 
out having jurisdiction. 

The provisions of the Consolidated School Law of 1894 in 
relation to the taxation of real property for school purposes are 
as follows: 

By section 63, article 7, title 7, of said Consolidated School Law 
it is enacted that school district taxes shall be apportioned by the 
trustees upon all real estate within the boundaries of the district 
which shall not be by law exempt from taxation, except as here- 
inafter provided, and such property shall be assessed to the per- 
son or persons, or corporations owning or possessing the same at 
the time such tax list shall be made out; but land lying in one 
body and occupied by the same person, either as owner or agent 
for the same principal, or as tenant under the same landlord, if 
assessed as one lot on the last assessment roll of the town after 
revision by the assessors, shall, though situated partly in two or 
more school districts, be taxable in that one of them in which 
such occupant resides. This rule shall not apply to land owned 
by non-residents of the district, and which shall not be occupied 
by any agent, servant or tenant residing in the district. 

sy section 67, article 7, title 7, of said law it is enacted that 
any person working land under a contract for a share of the prod- 
uce of such land, shall be deemed the possessor, so far as to ren- 
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der him liable to taxation therefor, in the district where such land 
is situate, and any person in possession of real property under a 
contract for the purchase thereof shall be liable to taxation there- 
for in the district where such real property is situate. 

By section 68, article’7, title 7, of said law it is enacted that 
every person owning or holding any real property within any 
school district, who shall improve and occupy the same by his 
agent or servant, shall, in respect to the liability of such property 
to taxation, be considered a taxable inhabitant of such district, 
in the same manner as if he actually resided therein. 

It will be seen that real property should be taxed in the dis- 
trict in which it is situate, except as to land lying in one body, 
etc., but situate in two or more districts, as stated in section 63. 
In order for any person to avail himself of the provisions con- 
tained in such exception, or for any board of trustees to have 
jurisdiction and power to tax and assess land in accordance there- 
with four questions are to be determined, viz.: first, does the land 
lie in one body? second, the ownership, third, the occupancy, 
and, fourth, is the land assessed as one lot on the last assessment 
roll of the town? The first question to be determined by the board 
of education of district No. 7 in November, 1894, and to be decided 
by me in this appeal, was and is, did the said real estate or farm 
of said Hartshorn lie in one body? If it did not, that ends the 
matter, and it was not, and is not, material to inquire as to its 
ownership, occupancy or assessment on the town rolls, as its sev- 
eral parts must be assessed and taxed in the district in which 
they respectively lie. 

Land lying in one body must consist or be in a collective whole 
or totality—there must be an actual contact or touching or meet 
ing of the respective parts—it must be contiguous, adjoining. 
Where, however, in said exception in section 63, two parcels in 
the possession of the same owner are separated by a public high- 
way the fee of which he owns, subject to the right of passage in 
the public, this is not to be regarded as preventing their contact. 

The proofs presented herein establish the fact that in Novem- 
ber, 1894, said real estate or farm of said Hartshorn, consisting 


— 


140 DrpaRTMENT oF Poustic LystructTion 


of 385 acres and situated partly in school district No. 9, and partly 
in school district No. 7, was divided or separated, by the roadbed, 
tracks, ete., and property of the N. Y., L. E. & W. and C. N. Y. 
& W. Railroad Companies into three separate parcels, viz.: one 
parcel situate north of the roadbed, property, etc., of the N. Y., 
L. E. & W. Railroad Company; one parcel situate south of the 
’ roadbed, property, etc., of the C. N. Y. & W. Railroad Company, 
and one parcel in triangular form situate between the roadbeds, 
property, etc., of said two railroad companies. The contention 
of the respondents, the board of education, that said railroad 
roadbeds, tracks, etc., are highways under the general definition 
of highways as applied to the public roads of the State, is not 
well taken. There is no proof that the said Hartshorn owns the 
fee of said land used and occupied by said railroads, subject to 
the rights of the corporations of the user thereof; and it is shown 
by the sworn statements of Hartshorn that his land was taken by 
the C. N. Y. & W. Railroad Company under condemnation pro: 
ceedings, and he has been paid therefor. The N. Y., L. E. & W. 
Railroad was constructed many years ago through the farm or real 
estate of which Hartshorn is now the owner, and admitting, for 
the purpose of argument only, that said Hartshorn has the fee 
of its roadbed, etc., through his said farm, it is not. material, as 
the property of the C. N. Y. & W. Railroad Company divides and 
separates said real estate or farm of said Hartshorn into. two 
separate parcels. 

This Department has uniformly held that in the numerous cases 
in which land lying in one body, etc., as stated in said section 68, 
is crossed or cut through by a railroad, the land of the railroad 
company being taxable property, and coming between the two 
parcels of land, divides them so that the tracts of land on each 
side of the railroad will not, under the meaning of said section 63, 
be deemed or regarded as land lying in one body. 

Supt. Ruggles in Appeal No. 32382, decided October 5,-1883, held 
that when a farm lies in different districts, but is separated by 
railroad propérty, it cannot be regarded as land lying in one body, 
and the respective parts must be assessed in the district in which 
they lie. 
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I find and decide, that in November, 1894, said real estate or 
farm of said Charles H. Hartshorn, comprising 385 acres, and 
situate in two school districts, was not, within the meaning of 
said section 63, article 7, title 7, of the Consolidated School Law 
of 1894, “land lying in one body;” that in November, 1894, the 
board of education of school district No. 7, of the town and city 
of Hornellsville, had no jurisdiction or legal authority to assess 
and tax for school purposes the said real estate or farm consist- 
ing of 885 acres to said Charles H. Hartshorn, and that such 
assessment and taxation was and is void; that the trustee of said 
school district No. 9, town of Hornellsville, in the year 1894, had 
no jurisdiction or legal authority to assess and tax for school 
purposes the said real estate or farm consisting of 385 acres to 
said Charles H. Hartshorn, and that such assessment and taxa- 
tion is void; that the respective parts or portions of said real es- 
tate or farm of said Charles H. Hartshorn, consisting of 385 
acres, situate respectively in said school districts No. 7 and No. 9, 
should be assessed and taxed for school purposes by the trustees 
of said districts respectively, in the school districts in which said 
parts or portions respectively lie. 

The appeal herein is sustained. 

It is ordered, That so much of the tax-list and assessment made 
by the board of education of school district No. 7, town of Hor- 
nellsville, on or about November 12, 1894, as assessed and taxed 
said Charles H. Hartshorn for a stock farm of 385 acres, at a valu- 
ation of $20,000, be, and the same hereby is, vacated and set aside. 

It is further ordered, That so much of the tax-list and assess- 
ment made by Oscar Wheeler as trustee of school district No. 9; 
town of Hornellsville, in 1894, as assessed and taxed said Charles 
H. Hartshorn for a stock farm of 385 acres, at a valuation of 
$20,000, be, and the same hereby is, vacated and set aside. 

It is further ordered, That the board of education of said school 
district No. 7, and the trustees of said school district No. 
9, of the town of Hornellsville, respectively, be, and they are, 
hereby ordered and directed to correct their respective tax-lists 
and assessments, made and issued in the year 1894, in relation 
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to said assessment and taxation of said real estate or farm of 
said Charles H. Hartshorn of 385 acres, in conformity with the 
foregoing finding, decision and orders made by me herein. 


No. 4353 
In the Matter of the Appeal of W1LL14AmM R. DuMonpd and LIn- 
COLN BUTLER from Decision of Local Board vacating order of 
Frank L. Ostrander, School Commissioner, First Commissioner 
District of Delaware County, altering boundaries of School Dis- 
trict No. 6, Town of Colchester, Delaware County. 


Where it is shown that an order of a school commissioner, altering the boundaries of school dis- 
tricts, is not for the best educational interests of the district aftected thereby, the action of the 
local board in vacating said order will be confirmed. 

(Decided May 6, 1895). 


I. W. Hartman, attorney for appellant. 


On or about November 3, 1894, Frank L. Ostrander, school 
commissioner of the first commissioner district of Delaware 
county, made a preliminary order, with the consent of the trustee 
of school district No. 20, town of Colchester, Delaware county, 
the trustee of school district No. 6, town of Cdlchester, Delaware 
county, dissenting, altering the boundaries of school districts 
Numbers 6 and 20 by setting off from district No. 20 into district 
No. 6 five parcels of land and including in district No. 6 lots 361 
and 862 and a “gore” lot west of lot 361, which said lots had 
never been embraced in any school district in said town of Col- 
chester; that said order was to take effect on February 5, 1895; 
that said Commissioner Ostrander gave to the said assenting 
and dissenting trustees due notice under title 6 of the Consoli- 
dated School Law of 1894; that on November 20, 1894, at a time 
and place within said town of Colchester, specified in said notice, 
he would hear objections to the said alterations of the boundaries 
of said school districts; that the trustee of said district No. 6 re- 
quested that the supervisor and town clerk of the town of Col- 
chester be associated with said commissioner; that on said 
November 20, 1894, at the time and place specified in said notice 
the said local board, consisting of said commissioner and the 
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supervisor and town clerk of said town, duly organized and pro- 
ceeded to hear objections to said alteration; that the trustee of 
district No. 6 appeared in person and by counsel, in opposition 
to said order of said commissioner, and the appellant, Du Mond, 
herein, appeared in support of said order; that after hearing 
the proofs and testimony presented and the arguments of counsel 
said local board adjourned to meet at the office of the town clerk 
of the town of Colchester at Downsville on December 18, 1894, at 
10 o’clock in the forenoon; that said local board met pursuant to 
said adjournment and after due deliberation, voted to vacate said 
preliminary order of Commissioner Ostrander of November 3, 
1894. 

From said action and decision of the said local board the‘ap- 
peal in the above-entitled matter has been brought. 

An answer, by the persons composing said local board, has been 
made to the appeal, and to said answer the appellants herein have 
filed a reply. 

The papers and proof filed herein by the appellants and re- 
spondents contain statements relating to former appeals from 
orders made by school commissioners, and to an order made by 
Commissioner Ostrander since this appeal was taken that are 
not material to the question at issue raised by the appeal herein. 

The question for my decision in this appeal is, whether or not, 
upon the facts established and admitted at the hearing had be- 
fore the local board in December, 1894, said board wisely exer- 
cised the power and authority it had to vacate the preliminary 
order made by Commissioner Ostrander on November 38, 1894. 

It appears that the appellants herein reside on lot No. 361 in 
the town of Colchester, Delaware county, located in what is 
known as “Pelner Hollow;” that on the east side of Pelner Hol- 
low, extending north from the county line between the counties 
of Sullivan and Delaware, there is a hilly or mountainous range 


of land covered with forest, across lots 369, 370, 359 into 347, and 


westerly across lots 348 and 339 into school district No. 20, 
town of Colchester, and thence south, beginning in the southerly 
portion of 340 and across lots 341 and 342 in said district No. 20 
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and lots 348, 344 and 345 in district No. 14, town of Colchester; 
that there is a public highway commencing northerly of the 
schoolhouse in district No. 20, which extends in southerly direc- 
tion through said district No. 20 and across district No. 14, and 
near the schoolhouse in said district, down to said county line 
of Sullivan and Delaware counties; that commencing in the afore- 
said highway on lot 340 in district No. 20 there is another public 
highway running east across said lot 340, through the opening 
of said range of hills on the westerly side of said Pelner Hollow, 
and thence southeasterly across lots 339 and part of lot 348 in 
district No. 20, and thence south across lots 348, 360, 361 and 368 
down to the public highway running northeasterly and south- 
westerly in Sullivan county, between the county line of Sullivan 
and Delaware counties and the Beaverkill River; that there is a 
public highway commencing at a point in the said public highway 
in Sullivan county north of the Beaverkill River easterly of the 
east line of lot 1388 extended, running north to, and beyond, the 
schoolhouse in district No. 6, town of Colchester. It further 
appears that it is impracticable for the children of the appellants 
herein, or other children residing in said Pelner Hollow, to reach 
the schoolhouse in said district No. 6 on account of the hill range 
extending as aforesaid along the easterly side of said Pelner Hol- 
low except by the public highway down said Pelner Hol- 
low to the said highway northerly of the Beaverkill River, and 
thence on and up the said road to said schoolhouse, a distance of 
about five miles. It was conceded by the appellant, Du Mond, 
upon the hearing before said local board, that if the lots in Pel- 
ner Hollow were annexed to district No. 6 that a branch school 
must be maintained in Pelner Hollow for the accommodation 
of the persons of school age residing in that locality. 

It also appears that about the year 1886 it was assumed that 
the. land in Pelner Hollow was within the boundaries of said 
school district No. 6, and a branch school of said district was 
established therein, in a building erected by the inhabitants of 
said Hollow, which building and the land upon which it was lo- 
cated was conveyed to said district so long as the same was used 
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by said district for school purposes, and when not so used, should 
revert to the grantor or grantors; that in the year 1892 one 
Shaver, thentrustee of said district No. 6,refused to maintain said 
branch school, and an appeal from his decision .was taken to the 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction, who dismissed the 
appeal upon the ground that the records of the formation of said 
district failed to establish that the appellant in said appeal was 
a resident of said district, or that the building in which said 
branch school was maintained was within said district. 

It further appears that since 1892 said district No. 6 has not 
maintained a branch school in said Pelner Hollow, or in the build- — 
ing which, so as aforesaid with the land on which it is situ- 
ate, was conveyed to said district; that said building is a small 
building, badly dilapidated, situate upon a small, rough and 
stony site, said site and building being worth about twenty-five 
dollars. 

It further appears that the aggregate assessed valuation of the 
real and personal estate within said district No. 6 is $16,690; that 
the aggregate assessed valuation of the real and personal estate 
of Pelner Hollow, annexed by the preliminary order of Commis- 
sioner Ostrander to district No. 6, is about $2,170. 

It having been conceded that if the said preliminary order of 
Commissioner Ostrander was confirmed that said district No. 6 
would be required to establish and maintain a branch school in 
Pelner Hollow for the persons of school age residing in that locali- 
ty, Lam of the opinion that the building in that locality in which 
the branch school was maintained between 1888 and 1892, assuin- 
ing that district No. 6 has the legal right to use such building, is 
inadequate to properly accommodate the pupils in said locality, 
and that said district would be required to erect and furnish a 
new. building for such branch school; and that the expense of 
erecting and furnishing such building and maintaining such 
branch school, would be burdensome upon said district. 

Commissioner Ostrander in his answer to the appeal herein al- 
leges: that in making said preliminary order he did not intend 
that it should be considered as his final conclusion that that was 
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' the proper disposition of the matter; that he was not then fully 
acquainted with all of the facts and circumstances relating there- 
to, but desired a full hearing; that after the hearing before the 
local board, and a consideration of the arguments and evidence 
presented he became satisfied that the preliminary order did not 
dispose of the matter in the best way, and that he believes the 
action of the local board in vacating said order was right. 

Upon the facts established herein, I find and decide, that the 
decision of said local board, in vacating said preliminary order 
of Commissioner Ostrander of November 3, 1894, altering the. 
boundaries of school districts Nos. 6 and 20, town of Colchester, 
Delaware county, was a wise exercise of the power and authority 
vested in said board; that the decision of said local board is con- 
firmed, and the appeal herein should be dismissed. 

Appeal dismissed. 


No. 4354 
In the Matter of the Appeal of LEoNARD A. BUTLER AND OTHERS 
v. M. H. Wrrent, School Commissioner, Second Commissioner 
District, Sullivan County, and F. L. OSTRANDER, School Com- 
missioner, First Commissioner District of Delaware County. 
In an order by a school commissioner, annexing certain territory to a school district, it appear_ 
ing that the schoolhouse in the district to which said territory is annexed has ample 


accommodations for the pupils residing on said territory, and the expense of maintaining the 
school will not be increased, the order of the commissioner will be confirmed. 


(Decided June 20, 1895.) 
Hzra B, Hedges, attorney for appellants. 


On or about February 5, 1895, M. H. Wright, school commis- 
sioner of the second commissioner district of Sullivan county, and 
F. L. Ostrander, school commissioner of the first commissioner 
district of Delaware county, upon the written consents of the 
trustees of school district No. 12, town of Rockland, Sullivan 
county, and school district No. 6, town of Colchester, Delaware 
county, made an order altering the boundaries of said school 
districts by transferring to school district No. 12, town of Rock- 
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land, Sullivan county, certain land situate in school district No. 
6, town of Colchester, Delaware county, and also certain lands 
situate in the said town of Colchester, not within any school dis- 
trict; that said order was, by its terms, to take effect immediately, 
and was duly filed in the office of the town clerk of each of the 
towns of Colchester and Rockland. From said order the appel- 
lants in the above entitled matter have appealed. 

The grounds of appeal as alleged therein in substance are that 
the consent of the trustee of school district No. 12, town of Rock- 
land, was not given and hence, should have been treated by said 
school commissioner as a refusal of his consent, and that a pre- 
liminary order only should have been made, with a notice of a 
time and place when objections to the granting of an order for 
such alterations could be heard; and also that the appellants, as 
taxpayers and residents of district No. 12, town of Rockland, will 
be damaged and put to large expense in furnishing the school- 
house in their district sufficient accommodation for the scholars 
residing upon the lands annexed to their school district by said 


_ order, who will attend school in said schoolhouse. 


It appears that the written consent to said order, signed by 
the trustee of school district No. 12, town of Rockland, contained 
therein the following paragraph: “With the understanding that 
district No. 12, Rockland, will not furnish these people a joint 
district.” 

Annexed to the answer to the appeal herein of Commissioner 
Ostrander is the affidavit of Lincoln Kittle, the trustee of school 
district No. 12, Rockland, in which he alleges that in a conversa- 
tion between said affiant and Commissioner Wright at the time 
the affiant signed said consent, he stated he would not consent 
to a branch school for the pupils in the annexed territory, as he 
considered such a branch school entirely unnecessary, as all of 
the children in such annexed territory could conveniently attend 
the school at the schoolhouse in said district No. 12; that said 
last paragraph in said consent in reference to a joint district was 
intended to read in effect, that these people residing in the an- 
nexed district should not be furnished with a branch school, and 
that he intended to consent to the formation of a joint district. 
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It appears from the papers filed in this appeal, that there are 
three families who are permanent residents on the territory an- 
nexed by said order to said school district No. 12, town of Rock- 
land, viz.: William R. Du Mond and Lincoln Butler, 
both residents of Pelner Hollow, so-called, in the town of Col- 
chester, Delaware county, who, prior to the making of the order 
appealed from, were not within any school district, and Levi 
Houghtaling, residing on the opposite side of a mountain range 
from said Du Mond and Butler, and who, prior to said order, was 
a resident of school district No. 6, town of Colchester, Delaware 
county; that said Du Mond and Butler could not send their chil- 
dren to any school in said town of Colchester by reason of the 
great distance by any road from their residences to the school- 
houses ineachof said districts, but that each of them resides about 
one and three-fourths mile from, and their children can get to, 
the schoolhouse in district No. 12, Rockland, by the usual traveled 
route, and by a good road; that the said Houghtaling is not 
within reach of the schoolhouse in district No. 6, Colchester; that 
the said Du Mond has, the past year, sent his children to school 
in district No. 12, Rockland, and paid tuition therefor; that in | 
the territory annexed by said order to school district No. 12, Rock- 
land, there are at present residing nine children of school age, 
two of whom are children of Houghtaling, three children of 
Du Mond, two children of Butler, and two children of one Soules, 
a temporary resident, who resides about one mile from the school- 
house in said district. It further appears in proof, that the 
schoolhouse in said district No. 12, Rockland, is large enough to 
accommodate all the children of school age, residing in said dis- 
trict, including all the children of school age, residing in territory 
annexed by said order to said district No. 12; that said schoolhouse 
has accommodated, and will accommodate, over thirty pupils; 
that during the fall and winter term of school in said district of 
the school year last past, there were registered twenty-one resi- 
dent pupils of which the average attendance was sixteen, and the 
total number registered for the spring term was nineteen and 
the average attendance was twelve. 
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The proofs herein do not show the aggregate value of property 
within the territory annexed by said order to-said district No. 12, 
subject to taxation for school purposes. It is clear, however, 
that said district, as constituted under said order, will have with- 
in it a larger amount of property upon which to assess taxes for 
the support of the school in said district, and it is equally clear 
that the expenses of maintaining a school in said district will 
not be increased by the annexation of the territory under said 
order. 

I am of the opinion that the consent, under the school law, of 
the trustee of school district No. 12, Rockland, was given. What- 
ever may have been in the mind of said trustee when he signed 
said consent, it became merged in the paper signed by him, and 
said paper must be construed as it reads, and said Commissioners 
Wright and Ostrander very properly construed it as a consent on 
the part of said trustee under the law. 

Under the school law a joint district is composed of adjoining 
parts of two or more commissioner districts, and hence, when the 
order of the commissioners was made, altering school district No. 
12, Rockland, by annexation of adjoining territory in another 
commissioner district it became a joint district. 

The trustee, in his affidavit, annexed to the answer, states that 
he knew such to be the fact, and alleges that he intended to con- 
sent to the formation of a joint district. He certainly was not 
acting under any misapprehension in signing said consent, but, 
as he states, he acted in good faith, believing what he did to be 
right and just, and that he could not see any good reason why the 
persons residing on the territory proposed to be annexed to said 
district No. 12, should not be placed in that district when it was 
more convenient for them for their children to attend school. If 
said trustee intended his consent to be only upon the condition 
that the trustee of said district would not be required to establish 
a branch school in district No. 12, for the pupils residing in the 
territory to be annexed, he should have so stated that said com- 
missioners should be so informed. This he did not do. 

From the proofs herein I am of the opinion that the appellants 
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have failed in sustaining their appeal, and said appeal must be 
dismissed, and the order appealed from confirmed. 

The appeal herein is dismissed, and order of Commissioners 
Wright and Ostrander of February 5, 1895, is confirmed. 


No. 4355 
In the Matter of the Appeal of Roy O. CArvER v. HuGH McCar- 
RELL, Sole Trustee, School District No. 3, Town of Portland, 
Chautauqua County. 


Where it appears by a preponderance of proof that a teacher did not maintain order and good 
government in a school taught by him, and that he failed as a disciplinarian; Held, that the 
-trustee had sufficient canse to dismiss such teacher. 


(Decided June 25, 1895.) 
H. C. Kingsbury, Jr., attorney for appellant. 
Ottaway & Munson, attorneys for respondent. 


The appellant in the above-entitled matter appeals from the 
action and decision of the respondent therein in dismissing the 
appellant as a teacher in school district No. 3, town of Portland, 
Chautauqua county, as alleged in said appeal, in the course of a 
term of employment, without sufficient cause. 

The appellant alleges that in August, 1894, he and the respond- 
ent as trustee of said school district, entered into a verbal con- 
tract by which the appellant contracted to teach the school in 
said district for the term of thirty-four weeks at a compensation 
of $9 per week for one-half of the time and $10 per week for the 
remaining half of the time, but that said contract was subse- 
quently modified as follows: Said appellant was to be paid $9 
per week for the fall term, $10 per week for the winter term and 
$9 per week for the spring term; that the appellant in August, 
1894, commenced teaching said school under said contract, and 
continued to teach until April 12 , 1895, when by order of the 
respondent said school was closed for two weeks; that on April 
22, 1895, the appellant received a letter from the respondent, dis- 
missing the appellant as such teacher; that on April 29, 1895, the 
date when the appellant understood the school was to be resumed, 
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he went to the schoolhouse prepared to resume his duties as 
teacher, but the respondent, whom he found at the schoolhouse, 
would not permit him to teach. 

-The respondent denies that he ever entered into a verbal con- 
tract with the appellant that the appellant should teach the 
school in said district, but avers that he made two written con- 
tracts with the appellant to teach said school, each for the term 
of ten weeks, one of which was made on August 20, 1894, and the 
other on December 10, 1894. 

The respondent also alleges that the appellant as such teacher 
disobeyed the rules for the government and discipline of said 
school as prescribed by the respondent, especially in administer- 
ing corporal punishment, and that the appellant did not maintain 
good order and government in said school, and failed as a disci- 
plinarian. From the proofs presented by the parties to this 
appeal, the following facts are established: 

That early in August, 1894, the appellant applied to the re- 
spondent to teach the school in said district, and on August 8, 
1894, also applied to the trustee of school district No. 10, of Port- 
land, to teach the school in that district, and requested said 
trustee to let him know on August 10, 1894, whether he would 
entertain such application; that on or about said August 8, 1894 
(the date at which the appellant alleges the verbal contract to 
teach the school was made by the respondent), in an interview 
between the appellant and respondent, at which a Miss Hale was 
present, the respondent stated he would hire the appellant to 
teach said school for the coming school year, providing he did not 
hire Miss Sawin; that on August 9, 1894, the respondent, in reply 
to an inquiry of the trustee of district No. 10, as to whether re- 
spondent had hired appellant, said that he had not, and that a 
lady teacher who taught the last term of school in his district 
had made application for his school and he was waiting to hear 
from her before engaging any other teacher; that on August 20, 
1894, the respondent delivered to the appellant a memorandum 
in writing, signed by him, hiring the appellant as a teacher in 
said school for the term of ten weeks from the date of such mem- 
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orandum at the compensation of $9 per week, payable monthly, 
and appellant accepted said memorandum and entered at once 
on the discharge of his duties as a teacher in said school there- 
under; that on December 10, 1894, the respondent delivered to 
the appellant another memorandum in writing, signed by him, 
hiring the appellant as teacher in said school for the term of ten 
weeks from the date of such memorandum, at the compensation 
of $10 per week, payable monthly, and appellant accepted said 
memorandum and entered upon the discharge of his duties as a 
teacher in said school thereunder ; that after the expiration of the 
term mentioned in said memorandum, dated December 10, 1894, 
the appellant continued to teach said school without any further 
contract, verbal or written, between the appellant and respond- 
ent, until on or about April 12, 1895, when said school was closed 
by order ofthe respondent for two weeks; that on or about April 
22, 1895, the appellant received a letter from the respondent, un- 
der date of April 20, 1895, in which respondent referred to the 
action of the appellant in whipping one Claude Alden, stating 
that the appellant knew that it was against the orders of the 
respondent for appellant to whip any scholars in the school, but 
when scholars did not obey, the appellant should send them 
home; that he had lost confidence in the appellant, and request- 
ing the appellant to come and complete the register and verify it, 
and that he would settle with appellant and put in another teach- 
er, and that appellant could not teach the school any longer; 
that at the expiration of the said two weeks’ closure of the school 
and on April 29, 1895, the appellant went to the schoolhouse in 
said district prepared to continue to teach said school and there | 
met the respondent, who refused to permit the appellant to 
further teach in said school. It further appears that prior to 
the appellant commencing to teach the school in said district the 
respondent in the establishing of the rules for the government 
and discipline of said school, forbade the appellant to administer 
corporal punishment to any of the scholars; that on April ag 
1895, one Claude Alden, a pupil of about nine years of age, at 
the close of the afternoon recess did not return to the schoolroom 
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until some ten minutes after the pupils were called to the school- 
room, and appellant directed said Alden to remain after the 
school was dismissed for the day, and explain why he did not 
return to the schoolroom with the other pupils; that after the 
school was dismissed and the appellant was engaged in some 
work, the pupil, Alden, left the schoolroom  with- 
out the permission of the appellant and went home; that on 
April 12, 1895, at the time of the forenoon recess, the appellant 
kept said pupil, Alden, in the schoolhouse and punished said 
pupil by striking him with a stick or limb of a tree around the 
legs four to six times, stating to said Alden that he (appellant) 
was punishing him for not remaining in the schoolroom the after- 
noon previous after the close of the school, and giving appellant 
an explanation why he (Alden) did not come into the schoolroom 
with the other pupils at the close of the recess. 

It also further appears that during the time appellant taught 
said school complaints were made by patrons of the school to the 
respondent in reference to the absence of order and discipline in 
the school; that the school was noisy and disorderly; that certain 
pupils were permitted to whisper and move about the school- 
room; that on more than one occasion the respondent was called 
in to quell disturbances in the school. 

The appellant has failed to sustain his allegation in his appeal 
that in August, 1894, a verbal contract was made with the re- 
_ spondent by which the appellant was hired to teach the school in 
said district for thirty-four weeks during the school year of 
1894-5. Had such a contract been made the appellant should. 
not have accepted the memorandum of hiring, dated August 20, 
1894, for ten weeks’ service as teacher, but should have refused 
it, and insisted upon receiving a memorandum for the thirty-four 
weeks, and failing to obtain that, to stand upon his verbal con- 
tract. It isa well-settled principle of law that when a contract 
is reduced to writing and executed such written instrument is the 
contract of the parties, and that all prior negotiations and con- 
versations had between the parties with reference to the subject 
matter of the contract are merged in the written instrument. On 


154 Degpartmpent or Pousric InsrRucTION 


December 10, 1894, the appellant received, without objection, a 
second memorandum of hiring for ten weeks from the date of 
the memorandum. It does not clearly appear from the proofs 
presented herein for what, if any, specified term of time, the ap- 
pellant was hired to teach said school after the expiration of the 
ten weeks commencing December 10, 1894, and I am of the opin- 
ion that after the expiration of said term the appellant had the 
right at any time to terminate his services as such teacher, and 
the respondent had the right to dismiss the appellant as such 
teacher. 

Admitting for the purpose of argument only that the appellant 
on April 29, 1895, was dismissed by the respondent in the course 
of or during a term of employment, I am of the opinion that the 
respondent had sufficient cause for such dismissal. The respond- 
ent, as trustee of said district, had authority to establish rules for 
the government and discipline of the school, and it was the duty 
of the appellant to obey such rules and see that they were en- 
forced. The appellant had no authority to establish rules, nor 
to punish by corporal punishment any pupil, nor to suspend or 
expel a single pupil without the order or consent of the respond- 
ent. The school law is silent in relation to corporal punishment 
in the public schools; it neither forbids nor permits it, but leaves 
the matter to the judgment and discretion of the trustees. In 
establishing rules for the government and discipline of the school 
in his district the respondent, as trustee, notified the appellant 
he must not whip any pupil for violation of such rules, but to send 
home any pupil violating the rules. The appellant disobeyed the 
order of the respondent and administered corporal punishment to 
the pupil, Alden. 

Under the school law, the decisions of the courts of this State 
and of this Department, a trustee has a right, for cause, to dismiss 
a teacher, and that the failure on the part of a teacher to maintain 
order, good government and discipline in a school, is sufficient 
cause for such dismissal. 

I am satisfied that the respondent has, by a preponderance of 
proof, established the fact that the appellant did not maintain 


ie 
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order and good government in the school taught by him, and that 

he failed as a disciplinarian, and by reason thereof the respond- 

ent had sufficient cause to dismiss the appellant as such teacher. 
The appeal herein is dismissed. 


No. 4356 


In the Matter of the Appeal of and Submission by O. W. CHAm- 
BERLIN and C. L. MALLORY, Sole Trustee of School District No. 
1, Town of Ischua, Cattaraugus County, for a decision in what 
School District certain real property of said Chamberlin is tax- 
able. 


Where land lying in one body, although situate in two or more school districts, is assessed for 
school purposes in the district in which the owner or occupant resides, such assessment does 
not alter the boundaries of the district, nor take any of the land from one district and transfer 
it to another, as such alterations of a district can only be made by the order of the school com- 
missioner under the provisions of the school law. The provisions of section 63, article 7, title 
7 of the Consolidated School Law of 1894 provide simply for the method of assessing the land 
for sehool purposes. 


(Decided June 27, 1895.) 


The persons named in the above-entitled matter have, upon 
a statement of facts in writing, signed by them, submitted to me 
for my decision the question in what school district certain real 
property owned by said Chamberlin is, under the school law, tax- 
able for school purposes. 

From the statement of facts submitted to me it appears: That 
prior to the year 1850 there existed in the town of Ischua, 
county of Cattaraugus, a school district known as No. 1, of said 
town, and in the town of Franklinville in said county, a school 
district known as No. 6 of said town, and that the town line be- 
tween said towns was the line between said school districts; that 
there was a lot of land, known as lot 30, containing 234 acres or 
more, situate in said town of Ischua and in said school district 
No. 1, of said town; that in said year 1850, seventy acres of said 
lot 30 was set off from school district No. 1, town of Ischua into 
school district No. 6, town of Franklinville; that subsequently to 
said year 1850 one Frederick Cline, a resident of school district 
No. 6, of Franklinville, became the owner of all of said 234 acres 
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of land, then lying in one body, although situated partly in school 
district No. 6, Franklinville, and partly in district No. 1, Ischua, 
and which land joined other lands owned by Cline, and said land 
during such ownership by said Cline was assessed and taxed for 
school purposes in said district No. 6, Franklinville; that since 
the ownership of said Cline there have been different owners of 
said land and all of them were residents of said school district 
No. 6, Franklinville, and during such ownership said lands con- 
tinued to be assessed and taxed for school purposes in said dis- 
trict No. 6, Franklinville; that prior to and in the year 1892, O. 
W. Chamberlin and one Henry C. Farwell became the owners of 
the said 234 acres of land and also 119 acres upon which said 
Cline formerly lived; that in said year 1892 the said Chamberlin 
and Cline made a division of the land so owned by them; the said 
Chamberlin became the owner of the 234 acres and the said Far- 
well became the owner of the 119 acres on which Cline had re- 
sided; that in said year 1892 said Chamberlin purchased three 
acres of lot 22, situate in the town of Ischua and school district 
No. 1, adjoining said parcel of 234 acres, and in May, 1894, he 
purchased three acres in lot No. 30 adjoining said parcel of 234 
acres situate in said school district and town; that said Chamber- 
lin has sold off of said 234 acres, a parcel of five acres, situate in 

said school district No. 1, Ischua. It further appears that on 
June 10, 1895, the date of the submission in the above entitled 
matter, the said Chamberlin was the owner of 235 acres of land 
in one body, of which seventy acres were situate in school district 
No.6,town of Franklinville,and 165 acres situate in school district 
No. 1, town of Ischua; that said Chamberlin is a resident in the 
village of ischua, in which village he owns a house and lot, and is 
a resident of said school district No. 1, Ischua; that 232 acres of 
said land was assessed to said Chamberlin as one lot on the last 
assessment roll of the town of Ischua after revision by the as- 
sessors; that said Chamberlin, for the last two years, has been 
assessed and taxed for said land for school purposes in school dis- 
trict No. 6, Franklinville, and in school district No. 1, Ischua, 
and that he is so assessed and taxed for said land in a tax-list 
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issued by the trustee of school district No. 1, Ischua, which tax- 
list is now in the hands of the collector of said district for col- 
lection. 
The question submitted to me upon the foregoing facts is, 
where the said 235 acres of land owned by said Chamberlin, under 
the school law, should be assessed and taxed for school purposes. 
By section 63, of article 7, title 7, of the Consolidated School 
Law of 1894, chapter 556 of the Laws of 1894, it is enacted that 
“school district taxes shall be apportioned by the trustees upon 
all real estate within the boundaries of the district which shall 
not be by law exempt from taxation, except as hereinafter pro- 
vided, and such property shall be assessed to the person or per- 
sons, or corporation owning or possessing the same at the time 
such tax-list shall be made out; but land lying in one body and 
occupied by the same person, either as owner or agent for the 
same principal, or as tenant under the same landlord, if assessed 
as one lot on the last assessment roll of the town after revision 
by the assessors, shall, though partly situated in two or more 
school districts, be taxable in that one of them in which such oc- 
cupant resides.” Under the provisions of said section 63, trus- 
tees of school districts must apportion school district taxes upon 
all real estate within the boundaries of the district, not exempt 
by law from taxation; and such property shall be assessed to the 
person or persons owning or possessing the same at the time the 
tax-list shall be made out. The direction to trustees, as above 
cited, is subject to the following exception contained in said sec- 
tion 63, viz.: but land lying in one body and occupied by the same 
person, either as owner or agent for the owner, 
or as tenant of the owner, if assessed as one _ lot 
on the last assessment roll of the town after revision by the as- 
sessors, shall, though situated partly in two or more school dis- 
tricts, be taxable in that one of them in which such occupant re- 
sides. 
As it appears from the facts that there are 232 acres of land 
lying in one body, occupied by the same person, viz.: O. W. Cham- 
berlin, as owner, and that said 232 acres were assessed as one lot 
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on the last assessment roll of the town of Ischua after revision 
by the assessors, said Chamberlin, being a resident of school dis- 
trict No. 1, Ischua, it is clear, under said section 63, that said 232 
acres should be assessed for school purposes by the trustee of said 
district No. 1, Ischua, to said Chamberlin, as owner and occu- 
pant, although seventy acres of said 232 acres are situate in 
school district No. 6, Franklinville. 

It is also clear that the three acres purchased by Chamberlin 
in May, 1895, should be assessed for school purposes in said school 
district No. 1, Ischua. 

Where land lying in one body, although situate in two or more 
districts, is assessed for school purposes in the district in which 
the owner or occupant resides, such assessment does not alter the 
boundaries of the districts, nor take any of the land from one dis- 
trict and transfer it to another district, as such alterations of 
district can only be made by the order of a school commissioner 
under the provisions of the school law. The provisions of sec- 
tion 63 above cited provides simply for a method of assessing the 
land for school purposes. 

Under the statutes of the State a farm through which the line 
between two towns runs, is assessable and taxable in that town 
in which the residence of the owner of the farm is situated; but 
such provisions of the statute does not change the boundaries of 
the towns, nor set off the farm into the town in which the tax 
is laid. 

I decide that said 232 acres of land, owned and occupied by O. 
W. Chamberlin, a resident of school district No. 1, town of Ischua, 
and of the town of Ischua, of which land seventy acres are part 
of school district No. 6, town of Franklinville, but situate in the 
town of Ischua, under the Consolidated School Law of 1894, is 
assessable and taxable for school purposes in school district No. 
1, town of Ischua, and not in school district No. 6, town of Frank- 
linville. 
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No. 4358 
In the Matter of the Appeal of ©. R. BowEn of School District 
No. 6, Almond and Hornellsville, 7. NELSON AYERS, DwiGHut 
BARDEEN and THOMAS BuRROWS, as Assessors of Town of Hor- 
nellsville, Steuben County. 


When town assessors, under the provisions of chapter 694 of the laws of 1867 and the amend- 
ments thereof, apportion the valuation of property of any railroad, telegraph, telephone and 
pipe line company as appears on the assessment roll of the town among the several school diss 
tricts in the town, make such apportionment upon a difterent rule or basis than that specified 
in said chapter, an appeal to the State Superintendent of Public Instruction may be taken, and 

_ he has jurisdiction of such assessors, and may set aside their action and direct a new appor- 
tionment to be made by them in the manner directed in said chapter. When, however, said 
assessors proceed within the provisions of said chapter their acts are judicial. 


‘Decided July 9, 1895.) 
Near & Rathbun, attorneys for respondents. 


The above-named appellant, asa qualified voter in school dis- 
trict No.6, Almond and Hornellsville, appeals from the assessment 
‘and decision of the above-named respondents as assessors of the 
town of Hornellsville, made in September, 1894, in apportioning 
the valuation of the property of the New York, Lake Erie and 
Western Railroad as it appeared on the last assessment roll of 
the town of Hornellsville, in school district No. 6, Almond and 
Hornellsville,situated in said district in said town of Hornellsville, 
in the sum of $7,000, under the provisions of section 1, of chapter 
694, of the Laws of 1867, as amended by section 1, of chapter 414, 
Laws of 1884, upon the grounds, as alleged in the appeal, that 
said respondents as such assessors did not give, in such appor- 
tionment, to said school district No. 6, its proper portion accord- 
ing to the proportion that the value of said property of said rail- 
road in each of school districts lying in the town of Hornells- 
ville bears to the value of the whole thereof, in said town, as re- 
quired by section 1, of said chapter 694, Laws of 1867, and the 
amendments thereof, but that said assessors made such apportion- 
ment upon the establishment by them of a unit of value of said 
railroad at a certain sum per rod, and apportioned the valuation 
of said railroad in said town as it appeared upon their town as- 
sessment roll, among the several school districts in said town, in- 
cluding said district No. 6, Almond and Hernellsville, in accord- 
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ance with the number of rods in length of said railroad in said 
school districts respectively at the unit of value per rod as so 
established by them; that is, in effect, that the amount or as- 
sessed value of the property of said railroad within said town, 
should be regarded as a unit, and that said school district No. 6, 
Almond and Hornellsville, is only entitled to that proportion of 
such assessed value which the length of the railroad in that part 
of said district situate in the town of Hornellsville bears to the 
total length of the said railroad in said town; the theory of the 
assessors being that any rod or mile of said railroad in the town 
of Hornellsville was equal in value to any other rod or mile 
thereof. 

The appeal herein was filed on October 9, 1894. An answer 
was received October 16, 1894, and not being properly verified 
was returned to respondents for proper verification. On Octo- 
ber 27, a reply of the appellant to said answer was received. Ons 
March 8, 1895, upon taking up the appeal herein for examination 
and decision, no answer was found and the respondents were 
written to inquiring what had become of said answer, and it was 
ascertained that it was lost, and respondents had permission to 
file an answer in place of the one lost, which they did on March 
23, 1895. On April 12, 1895, the appellant filed a reply to said 
answer, and on June 25 additional affidavits in support of the 
answer were filed. The only papers which I can consider in 
deciding this appeal are the appeal, answer received March 23, 
1895, the reply thereto received April 12, 1895, and the addi- 
tional affidavits of respondents received June 25, 1895. The 
answer filed October 16, 1894, was never returned to me by re- 
spondents. The reply of the appellant to the lost answer cannot 
be considered. 

It appears from the papers presented to me that the respond- 
ents in making up the assessment roll of the town of Hornells- 
ville in August, 1894, assessed and valued the property of said 
New York, Lake Erie and Western Railroad within the town of 
Hornellsville at the aggregate sum of $175,000; that on Septem- 
ber 15, 1894, said respondents filed in the office of the town clerk 
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of Hornellsville a certificate of apportionment of the valuation 
of the property of the several railroad, telegraph, telephone and 
water companies, as appeared on the assessment list or roll of 

_ said town of Hornellsville for the year 1894, among the several 
school districts of said town in which any portion of said prop- 
erty is situated, and that from said certificate it appears that the 
apportionment made by said assessors of the property of the said 
New York, Lake Erie and Western Railroad, as aforesaid, upon 
said assessment roll of said town to said school district No. 6, 
Almond and Hornellsyille, for that portion of said railroad situ- 
ate in said district, was the sum of $7,000. 

Aside from the statements contained in the appeal the appel- 
lant has not furnished any affidavits or other proof sustaining 
_ the allegations made by him as to the methods adopted by said 
. assessors in making the apportionment of valuation of said New 
York, Lake Erie and Western Railroad to said school district 
“No. 6. 

The respondents in their answer deny the most of the allega- 
tions contained in the appeal, and they deny that they regard the 
amount of railroad in the town as a unit and give each district 
only that proportion of the assessment which the length of the 
track in the district bears to the total length of the road in the 
town; they deny that they have admitted to the appellant or any 
other person that the apportionment appealed from is not based 
upon the actual value of the road, but upon the length of it. 
The respondents allege that in apportioning the valuation of 
said railroad as appeared on the assessment roll of said town of 
Hornellsville in 1894, among the several school districts of said 
- town in which any portion of said railroad property was situate, 
_ they gave to each-of said districts, including said district No. 6, 
their proper portion according to the proportion that the value 
of the property in each of said districts bears to the value of the 
whole of said railroad property in said town. 

The appellant alleged that the respondents did not apportion 

the property of the New York, Lake Erie and Western Railroad 
as valued and assessed on the assessment roll of 1894, among the 
11 
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school districts in said town, in accordance with the provisions 
of section 1, chapter 694, of the Laws of 1867. The respondents 
explicitly deny said allegations of the appellant, and specifically 
aver that such apportionment was made strictly in accordance 
with the provisions of the law as above cited. The onus is upon 
the appellant to sustain his appeal by a preponderance of proof, 
and in this he has failed. 

“The Department has held that when town assessors, under the 
provisions of section 1, chapter 694, Laws of 1867, make the ap- 
portionment to school districts referred to therein upon a differ- 
ent rule or basis than that specified therein, that upon appeal 
to the State Superintendent of Public Instruction from such ac- 
tion and decision he has jurisdiction of said assessors, and may set 
aside their action and direct a new apportionment to be made 
by them in the manner directed in said section 1; that the acts 
of town assessors proceeding within the said chapter 694 are ju- 


dicial; the conclusive character of their act, however, is only 


while they confine themselves within the statute. In the appeal 
herein the appellant has failed to show that the respondents, in 
making the apportionment, did not confine themselves within 
the statute, but went outside of it and acted upon a rule or method 
adopted by them, ignoring the provisions of said statute. 

In my opinion the appeal herein must be dismissed. 

Appeal dismissed. 


No. 4362 
In the Matter of the Appeal of DANIEL LYNCH, Sr., and others, v. 
R. F. Forp, Sole Trustee, School District No. 22, Town of 
Verona, Oneida County. 


Where it is established to the satisfaction of the trustees of a district that pupils attending the 
school in tbe district have indecently exposed their persons and acted in obscene or indecent 
manner, and used vile and indecent language, the trustee of said district has the power, and it 
is his duty, to suspend such pupils from the school. 


(Decided July 9, 1895.) 

M. H. Powers, attorney for appellants. 

Davies & Johnson, attorneys for respondent. 

This is an appeal by Daniel Lynch, Sr., and Edward Lynch and 
Daniel Lynch, Jr., his sons, from the action and decision of R. F. 
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Ford, sole trustee of school district No. 22, town of Verona, 


Oneida county, suspending said Edward Lynch and Daniel Lynch, 
Jr., from the school in said district. 


The respondent has filed an answer to the appeal; to said an- 
Swer a reply has been made; to the reply a rejoinder, and to the 
rejoinder a sub-rejoinder. The papers are somewhat voluminous, 


but much of the matters contained therein is not relevant to 


the issue presented by the appeal and answer. 

From the proofs filed herein it appears: That R. F. Ford is 
the trustee of school district No. 22, town of Verona, Onei- 
da county, for the present school year; that the appellant, 
Daniel Lynch, Sr., is, and has been, a resident of said school 
district during the present school year, and that the appellants, 
Edward and Daniel Lynch, Jr., are the sons of said Daniel Lynch, 
Sr., residing with their father in said school district, and of school 


age, to wit: said Edward is sixteen years of age, and said Daniel, 


Jr., is fourteen years of age; that said Edward and Daniel, Jr., 
have been attending the school in said school district in the 
present school year, and in the term of school in said year in 
which said school was maintained, commencing March 11, 1895 ; 
that at different times during said school year complaint was 
made by scholars attending the school in said district that said 
Edward Lynch and Daniel Lynch, Jr., had each of them at differ- 
ent times in the schoolhouse and upon the school grounds inde- 
cently exposed their persons to the scholars attending said school, 
and had acted in the presence of scholars in said school in the 
schoolhouse and upon the school grounds in an obscene and inde- 
cent manner, and had also used vile, obscene and indecent lan- 
guage; that within the week of said school next preceding April 
12, 1895, for a day or two a large number of scholars absented 


themselves from said school by reason of the aforesaid conduct 


on the part of said Edward and Daniel Lynch, Jr.; that on or 
about April 10, 1895, seven of the scholars attending said school 


- informed the respondent herein of the aforesaid acts on the part 


of said Edward and Daniel Lynch, Jr., and severally signed a 
paper in which they stated that during school hours they had 
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repeatedly seen said Lynch boys indecently expose their persons to 


them ‘and other scholars of said school, and delivered said — 


paper to the respondent; that the respondent, after receiving 
said statement, informed the appellant, Daniel Lynch, Sr., of the 
charges made by scholars attending said school against his sons, 
Edward and Daniel, Jr., and asked or advised that he take his 


said sons out of school temporarily, and thus save the respondent — 


from the necessity of suspending them from school; that said 


appellant, Lynch, Sr., declined to take his sons out of school, © 


and informed the respondent that he must act in the matter as 
he thought best; that on April 12, 1895, the respondent went to 
said schoolhouse while the said school was in session, and the 
said Kdward and Daniel Lynch, Jr., being then present in said 
school, he directed them to leave the school and informed them 
that they were suspended from said school until such time as he 
(the respondent) deemed advisable for them to return, and they 


should conduct themselves properly; that on April 16, 1895, the 


appellants herein filed their appeal from said action and decision 
of the respondent, as such trustee. 

It must be conceded that if said Lynch boys had conducted 
themselves in the schoolhouse or upon the school grounds in the 
presence of the scholars attending said school in the manner they 


were charged to have acted and the respondent was satisfied | 


from the statements made to him that said statements were true, 
it was the duty of the respondent to suspend them from attend- 
ing said school. Under the school law, the Lynch boys and 
their parents, if they felt aggrieved, i. e., injured, by the action 
of the respondent, had the right to appeal to the State Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction from the action and decision of 
the respondent, when the proofs relative to said charges and 
their answer thereto could be presented. The respondent has 
filed the affidavits of eleven scholars attending said school, all 
of whom allege that they have seen both Edward and Daniel 
Lynch, Jr., in the school building and upon the school grounds, 
while the school was in session and in recess and intermission, 
indecently expose his or their person or persons, and act in an 
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obscene and indecent manner, and heard them use vile, obscene 
and indecent language. 

In the proofs filed by the appellants, Edward and Daniel 
Lynch, Jr., deny, in the affidavits made by them, the charges 
brought against them. The other affidavits filed by the appel- 
lants, so far as they relate to the aforesaid charges, the affiants 
‘state therein that they never saw the Lynch boys indecently ex- 
pose their persons, or act in an obscene or indecent manner, or 
hear them use vile, obscene and indecent language, and that the 
said affiants do not believe the said boys are guilty of the charges 
made against them. 

I cannot disregard the positive testimony presented by the re- 
spondent in this appeal, that said Lynch boys were guilty of the 
conduct alleged therein. Iam clearly of the opinion, upon the 
proofs presented herein, that the respondent acted within the 
powers and duties given him under the school law in suspending 
said Lynch boys from the school in said district, and upon suffi- 
cient proof of the improper conduct of said boys. The appel- 
lants have failed in establishing their appeal and the appeal 
should be dismissed. 

Appeal dismissed. 


No. 4363 
In the Matter of the Appeal of F. H. BRENNAN, and others, v. 
JULIA K. WEST, School Commissioner, Richmond County. 


Under the provisions of section 6, title 6 of the Consolidated School Law of 1894, no school dis- 
trict shall be altered or divided which has any bonded indebtedness outstanding. This De- 
partment has uniformly held that any change, however slight, in the existing boundaries of a 
school district makes it a change or alteration of such district. An order of a school commis- 
sioner, transferring a portion of the territory of the district not having any bonded indebted- 
ness outstanding to a district having a bonded indebtedness outstanding, is an alteration of 
said district and prohibited by the school law. é 


(Decided August 1, 1895.) 


Jared Sanford, of counsel for appellants. 
W. H. H. Ely, attorney for respondents except Mrs. West. 
Julia K. West, respondent in person. 


On or about March 16, 1895, Mrs. Julia K. West, school com- 
missioner of Richmond county, made an order entitled, “In the 
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matter of the alteration of school district No. 3, of the town of 
Southfield, Richmond county, and the consequent alteration of 
school district No. 6, of thetown of Southfield, Richmond county,” 
whereby she, upon the consent in writing, as alleged in said or- 
der, of the trustees of said school district, altered the boundaries 
of said districts as in said order set forth, and which said order 
was to take effect immediately; and which said order, with the 
papers accompanying the same, were duly filed in the office of 
the clerk of the town of Southfield, Richmond county. From 
said order of School Commissioner West, F. H. Brennan, Charles 
A. Smith and John Smith, qualified voters of school district No. 
3, of Southfield; and John P. Purcell and William E. Hounslow, 
qualified voters in.that portion of said district No. 3, of South- 
field, set off by said order into school district No. 6, of Southfield; 
and D. J. Tyson, a taxpayer in both of said school districts, Nos. 
3 and 6, of Southfield, have appealed. 

In support of the appeal herein a protest of thirty-six of the 
fifty-seven qualified voters residing in that portion of district 
No. 3, set off into district No. 6, against said order, is filed herein. 

It appears from the proofs presented herein that in and by said 
order of Commissioner West, a strip of land, forming part of 
school district No. 3, of Southfield, was set off into school dis- 
trict No. 6, of Southfield, and that by said order the track and 
roadbed of the Staten Island Railroad is made the boundary line 
between said districts. The appellants allege several grounds 
upon which their appeal is taken; the principal ones being, that 
at the time of making the order by Commissioner West, school 
district No. 6, of Southfield, had a bonded indebtedness outstand- 
ing, and that school district No. 8, of Southfield had “virtually” 
a bonded indebtedness outstanding, and therefore, under the pro- 
visions of section 6, of title 6, of the Consolidated School Law of 
1894, neither of said school districts could be altered or divided 
so long as such bonded indebtedness was outstanding. 

Jt is conceded by the appellants and respondents herein that 
on March 16, 1895, when the aforesaid order of Commissioner 
West was made, altering the boundaries of both of school dis- 
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tricts Nos. 3 and 6, of Southfield, said school district No. 6, of 
Southfield, had a bonded indebtedness outstanding of $4,500. 

In relation to the allegations contained in the appeal herein 
that school district No. 3, of Southfield, had, on March 15, 1895, 
“virtually” a bonded indebtedness outstanding of $6,500, the 
proofs presented herein establish the following facts: That at 
a special meeting of said district No. 3, of Southfield, duly called 
and held on May 26, 1894, the following resolution was duly and 
legally adopted, viz.: “That we build a new schoolhouse on the lot 
selected, and that we bond the district for $6,500, to be paid by 
tax upon the taxable property of the district in ten equal annual 
installments, the last installment to become due and payable 
within ten years, for the purpose of building a schoolhouse and 
- furnishing the same;” that at a special meeting of the voters 
of said district, duly called and held on June 30, 1894, the follow- 
ing preamble and resolution were duly and legally adopted, viz.: 
“That whereas at a special meeting of this school district, held 
May 26, 1894, a resolution was passed, That we build a new 
schoolhouse on the lot selected and that we bond the district 
for $6,500, to be paid by tax upon the taxable property of the 
district in ten equal installments, the last installment to become 
due and payable within ten years for the purpose of building a 
schoolhouse and furnishing the same; and whereas the said bonds 
have not been issued, and whereas the new law going into effect 
this day extends the time limit within which the bonds must be 
made due and payable to twenty years, it is resolved that the time 
limit of the bonds for $6,500, voted by this district at the special 
school meeting, held May 26, 1894, be extended to twenty years, 
and that said bonds be paid by tax upon the taxable property of 
the district in twenty equal installments, the last installment 
to become due and payable within twenty years from the date of 
said meeting of May 26, 1894;” that on July 14, 1894, Commis- 
sioner West, pursuant to the provisions of section 17, article 2, 
title 7, of the Consolidated School Law of 1894, in writing, ap- 
proved of the levying by the trustees of said district of said sum 
of $6,500, for the purpose of building a new schoolhouse for said 


~ 
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district; that the trustees of said district advertised for proposals 
from persons who would loan said district said sum of $6,500, and 
take or purchase said bonds at the lowest rate of interest and 
not below par; that on July 16, 1894, the firm of Edward C. Jones 
& Co., brokers, 80 Broadway, New York, city, offered to give par 
for said bonds, the same to bear interest at the rate of 6 per 
cent., subject to proof of legality of their issue; that on or about 
July 17, 1894, two of the residents and taxpayers of said school 
district commenced an action in the Supreme Court of the State 
against the then trustees of said district to enjoin and restrain 
the consummation of the issue and sale by the trustees of said 
district of said bonds, and the issue and sale of said bonds were 
postponed until the hearing and determination of said action; 
that at the request of the plaintiffs in said action the trial thereof 
was postponed from time to time until a term of said court, held 
in and for Richmond county, on the first Monday of May, 1895, 
when the complaint in said action was dismissed with costs; that 
no bonds for said $6,500 or any part thereof have ever been exe- 
cuted, issued or delivered by the trustees of said school district 
No. 38, nor any sum of money received by said trustees or said 
district thereon. 4 

The words “bonded indebtedness outstanding” of school dis- 
tricts as contained in section 6, title 6, of the Consolidated School 
Law of 1894, means an indebtedness of a district covered by 
bonds duly made and delivered, for which the district has re- 
ceived the amount of money expressed in said bonds, and that 
such bonds are not paid. 

In my opinion the trustees of said school district No. 3, of 
Southfield, have the legal authority, under and pursuant to the 
action had and taken by the qualified voters of said district at 
the special meetings of May 26 and June 30, 1894, to borrow 
the sum of $6,500 for the building and furnishing of a schoolhouse 
for said district, and to issue bonds payable in twenty equal an- 
nual installments, the last payment to be made on May 26, 1914, 
or to issue said bonds and sell the same at the best price they 
can obtain therefor, and to levy annually a tax for the bond and 
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interest becoming due and to pay the annual interest upon the 
bonds outstanding; but in my opinion, upon the proofs presented 
herein, on March 15, 1894, said school district did not have any 
bonded indebtedness outstanding within the meaning of the pro- 
visions of the Consolidated School Law. 

The questions presented in this appeal for my decision are, 
first, had School Commissioner West the legal power and author- 
-ity, under the provisions of the Consolidated School Law of 1894, 
chapter 556, of the Laws of 1894, to make the order, dated March 
16, 1895, from which order the appeal herein is taken; and, sec- 
ond, if said Commissioner had such power and authority, has 
there been a proper exercise thereof. 

Prior to June 30, 1894, there were no provisions of the school 
law forbidding the altering or dividing of school districts, hav- 
ing a bonded indebtedness outstanding, but this Department 
had uniformly held that any school district having a bonded in. 
debtedness outstanding should neither be altered nor divided so 
long as such indebtedness remains outstanding. By section 6, of 
title 6, of said Consolidated School Law of 1894, chapter 556, of 
the Laws of 1894, that became operative on June 380, 1894, it was 
enacted, “‘but no school district shall be altered or divided, which 
has any bonded indebtedness outstanding.” 

It is clear that since June 30, 1894, neither School Commis- 
sioner West nor any school commissioner in this State, has had 
any legal power or authority whatever to alter or divide any 
school district which has any bonded indebtedness outstanding; 


__.but on the contrary, every school commissioner in the State is 


forbidden to make any alteration or division of any school dis- 
trict having any such indebtedness outstanding. 

This Department has uniformly held that any change, however 
slight, in the existing boundaries of a school district, makes it 
a case of alteration. 

Admitting for the purpose of argument solely, that school dis- 
_ trict No. 3, of Southfield, on March 16, 1895, had neither “vir- 
tually” nor actually, any bonded indebtedness outstanding, it is 
conceded that school district No. 6, of Southfield, had, at the 
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date aforesaid, a bonded indebtedness of $4,500 outstand- 
ing. 

It is clear, by the order of Commissioner West of March 16, 
1895 (if she had the legal authority to make said order), a portion 
of the territory forming part of said district No. 3, is taken from 
said district and added to said district No. 6, and the boundaries 
of district No. 6 are altered thereby as surely as the boundaries of 
district No. 3 were altered. 

I find and decide, therefore, That School Commissioner West 
had no legal power or authority to make said order of March 16, 
1895, but on the contrary, as such school commissioner, she was 
forbidden and prohibited from making said order; that the appeal 
herein from said order must be sustained, and said order held to 
be illegal and void. 

The appeal herein is sustained: 

It is ordered, That the order made by Julia K. West, school 
commissioner of Richmond county, bearing date March 16, 1895, 
which order by its terms was to take effect immediately; and 
which order was duly filed in the office of the clerk of the town 
_ of Southfield, Richmond county; and in and by which said order 
the boundaries of school district No. 3, of the town of South- 
field, Richmond county, and school district No. 6, of the town of 
Southfield, Richmond county, were altered, and each of said dis- 
tricts was altered, as in said order set forth, be, and the said order 
is, hereby vacated and set aside, as wholly illegal and void; and 
that all and every act and proceeding had and taken by said 
School Commissioner West, relating to said school districts Nos. 
3 and. 6, since March 16, 1895, upon the assumption that said 
order of alteration was legal and valid, be, and is, and are vacated 
and set aside as void. 
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é No. 4365 
In the Matter of the Appeal of Hu@H CAMPBELL and others from 
Action of School Meeting held in District No. 5, Town of Cale- 
donia, Livingston County, on June 18, 1895. 


Where the notice of a meeting, called by a trustee for the purpose of determining whether a 
union free school should be established therein, does not state the qualifications of the inhab- 
itants entitled to vote at such meeting as prescribed by the school law, the proceedings of the 
meeting held under and pursuaat to said notice will be void, and, upon appeal from the action 
and proceedings of said meeting, the same will be vacated and set aside. 


(Decided September 20, 1895.) 

This appeal is taken from the action of a school meeting held 
on June 18, 1895, in district No. 5, town of Caledonia, Livingston 
county, called by the trustees of said district to consider the mat- 
ter of the establishment of a union free school in such district. 
The ground of the appeal, as alleged therein, is that the notice 
of such meeting did not specify the qualifications of the inhabi- 
tants entitled to vote at such meeting, as required by law. 

An answer has been filed to said appeal and to said answer 
a reply and to the reply a rejoinder. 

From the papers presented herein the following facts are estab- 
lished: 

That a call or request signed by fifteen or more qualified voters 
of the district, that the trustees of the district call a meeting of 
the qualified voters of the district for the purpose of changing 
the district school to a union free school was presented to the 
trustees; that pursuant to said call or request the trustees of said 
district gave notice of a special meeting of all legal voters, for the 
purpose of voting on the question whether they would make such 
change or not, to be held in the schoolhouse on June 18, 1895, at 
8 o’clock p. m.; that the qualifications of the inhabitants entitled 
to vote at such meeting was not set forth in said notice; that at 
the date specified in said notice of meeting at least fifteen persons 
claiming to be qualified voters of said district, assembled at the 
schoolhouse and a meeting was organized and a resolution 

-adopted by a vote taken and ascertained by ballot to establish 
a union free school in said district; that a board of education was 


elected and the meeting adjourned. 


~ 
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The formation of a union free school district (ij. e., the estab- 
lishment of a union free school in a common school district) is 
a statutory proceeding, and if the local authorities of a common 
school district comply with the provisions of article 1, title 8 
of chapter 556 of the laws of 1894, such statute creates the union 
free school district. ; 

It appears that the trustees of school district No. 5, Caledonia, 
in their notice of a meeting of said district, to be held on June 
18, 1895, did not comply with the provisions of said article 1, 
title 8 of said Consolidated School Law. By section 1 of article 
1, title 8 of said law it is enacted that in the notice of the meeting 
pursuant to the call or request of at least fifteen qualified voters 
of said district, they shall state the purpose of said meeting, the 
time and place where the meeting will be held, and that “the 
qualifications of the inhabitants entitled to vote at such meet- 
ing shall be sufficiently set forth in the notice aforesaid.” Said 
trustees did not sufficiently set forth in said notice the qualifica- 
tions of the inhabitants entitled to vote at such meeting Said 
trustees stated in said notice that a special meeting “of all legal 
voters,” ete., ete., would be held, but failed to set forth therein 
the qualifications required by the school law in section 11, article 
1, title 7, of said law to be possessed by the inhabitants of said - 
district to entitle them to vote at such meeting. 

The form of notice given by said trustees should have been 
substantially as follows: 

“The undersigned, trustees of school district No. 5, in the town 
of Caledonia, in compliance with a call of twenty persons entitled 
to vote at any meeting of the inhabitants of said district, hereby 
give notice that a meeting of the inhabitants of said district, en- 
titled to vote thereat, will be held at the schoolhouse on June 
18, 1895, at 7:30 P. M., for the purpose of determining by a vote 
of such district whether a union free school shall be established 
therein in conformity with the provisions to that end of title 8, 
of chapter 556, of the laws of 1894.” 

The persons entitled to vote at. such meeting are those who 
possess one or more of the following qualifications; 
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First. Every person of full age who is a citizen of the United 
States and a resident of the district, and who has resided therein 
for a period of thirty days next preceding the meeting at which 
he or she offers to vote, and who owns or hires, or is in the pos- 
session under a contract of purchase, of real property in such 
district liable to taxation for school purposes. 

Second. Every resident of the district, and who has resided 
therein for a period of thirty days next preceding the meeting 
at which he or she offers to vote, who is a citizen of the United 
States, twenty-one years of age, and who is a parent of a child of 
school age, provided such child shall have attended the district 
school (in the district in which the meeting is held), for a period . 
of at least eight weeks within one year preceding such school 
meeting. 

Third. Every resident of the district, and who has resided 
therein for a period of thirty days next preceding the meeting 
at which he or she offers to vote, who is a citizen of the United 
States, twenty-one years of age, not being a parent, who shall 
haye permanently residing with him or her a child of school age, 
which shall have attended the district school in said district for 
a period of at least eight weeks within one year preceding such 
school meeting. 

Fourth. Every resident of the district, and who has resided 
therein for a period of thirty days next preceding the meeting 
at which he or she offers to vote, who is a citizen of the United 
States, twenty-one years of age, who owns any personal prop- 
erty, assessed on the last preceding assessment-roll of the town, 
exceeding fifty dollars in value, exclusive of such as is exempt 
from execution. 

No person shall be deemed to be ineligible to vote at said dis- 
trict meeting by reason of sex, who has one or more of the other 
foregoing qualifications. 


Dated this day of , 1895. 
(Signed) A. B. 
CPD 
KE. F. 


Trustees of School District No. 5, Town of Caledonia. 


~~ 
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This department has held that where the notice of a meeting, 
called by trustees for the purpose of determining whether 
a union free school shall be established therein, does not state 
the qualifications of the inhabitants entitled to vote at such 
meetings as prescribed by the school law, the proceedings of the 
meeting held under and pursuant to said notice will be 
void, and upon appeal from the action and proceedings of said 
meeting such proceedings will be vacated and set aside. 

The appellants herein contend that the meeting held in said 
district on June 18, 1895, had not the lawful authority to elect 
a board of trustees or education for the reason that the notice 

.of said meeting stated that the business of the meeting was to 
act upon the question of the establishment of a union free school 
in said district. This contention is erroneous and not tenable. 

Section 5 of article 1, title 8, of the Consolidated School Law 
enacts what business shall be transacted at a meeting duly and 
legally called and held in any common school district under said 
article 1, title 8, of said law for acting upon the question of estab- 
lishing a union free school therein. Said section 5 provides that 
if at such meeting it shall be determined to establish such union 
free school the meeting shall proceed to elect by ballot not less 
than three nor more than nine trustees, etc., ete. 

Had the meeting of June 18, 1895, been legally called it had, 
upon determining to establish a union free school, the lawful 
authority then and there to elect a board of trustees or board 
of education of the union free school district as stated in said 
section 5. 

The respondents herein contend that the appeal herein was not 
brought within the thirty days of the time of the holding of the 
district meeting, as required by the rules of this Department 
relating to appeals. This contention is not tenable. The ap- 
peal was received at this Department on July 18, 1895, but not 
having thereon or annexed thereto proof of service of a copy as re- 
quired by said rules, was returned to the appellants for such 
proof, and on July 22, was filed in the Department. The time in 
which an appeal may be taken to the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction may be extended by him. 


a 
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I decide that the said meeting held in said district No. 5, Cale- 
donia, on June 18, 1895, was not duly and legally called and held 
for the reason hereinbefore stated. 

The appeal herein is sustained. 

It is ordered, That all proceedings had and taken at the school 
meeting held in school district No. 5, town of Caledonia, Living- 
ston county, on June 18, 1895, be, and the same are, and each 
of them is, vacated and set aside. 


No. 4366 
In the Matter of the Appeal of ELvin A. BARRETT from Proceed- 


ings of Annual School Meeting held on August 6, 1895, in Dis- 
trict No. 12, Town of Alabama, Genesee County. 


Where at an annual school meeting a motion is made and adopted that the meeting proceed to 
ballot for a trustee, and such ballot was taken, and on a canvass of the ballots it was found 
that on some of the ballots the words ‘** For Trustee’’ were not written, and the chairman of 
the meoting rejected said ballots as being illegal; Held, that the ballots were legal and the 
rulings and decision of the chairman vacated and set aside. 


' (Decided September 20, 1895.) 


Tyrrell & Ballard, attorneys for appeliant. 


The appellant in the above entitled matter appeals from the 
action and proceedings of the annual school meeting, held on 
August 6, 1895, in district No. 12, town of Alabama, Genesee 
county, in the election of a trustee. 

George Daniels who claims to have been elected trustee at said 
meeting has filed an answer to the appeal. 

The following facts are established: That the annual school 
meeting in and for said district No. 12, Alabama, was held on 
August 6, 1895; that said meeting was organized by the choice of 
a chairman and clerk, and two tellers or inspectors of election 
were appointed; that after the reading of the reports of the trus- 


- tee and collector, a motion was made and adopted that an in- 


formal ballot be taken for trustee of the district, and such in- 
formal ballot was taken which resulted, as announced, as fol- 
lows: Whole number of votes cast 37, of which EK. R. Greene re- 
ceived 18, George Daniels 11, Hale Wright 5, Theron Ames 2 
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and Mrs. E. A. Barrett 1; that a motion was then made and 
adopted that the meeting proceed to ballot for a trustee and 
such ballot was taken and the result thereof; as announced, was 
as follows: Whole number of votes cast 39, of which E. R. Greene 
received 18, George Daniels 11, Hale Wright 9 and Theron Ames 


1; that after the announcement of the result of said ballot it was 
claimed that as twenty-four of the ballots cast did not have there- ~ 


on the name of the office for which the person or persons whose 
name or names were written thereon were voted for, to wit, “For 
Trustee,” that such ballots were illegal and therefore the chair- 
man of said meeting declared said twenty-four ballots so received 
and cast were illegal, and stated that of the legal votes cast the 
whole number was fifteen of which George Daniels received 11 
and Hale Wright 4, and that said George Daniels was elected 
trustee; that a motion was, then made and seconded and put by 
the chairman to the meeting, that another ballot be taken for 
trustee and declared by the chairman to be carried, but no other 
or further ballot was taken for trustee and the meeting ad- 
journed. It does not appear that any poll-list was kept or that 
any ballot box was provided in accordance with the provisions of 
section 14, article 1, title 7, of the Consolidated School Law. Itis 
not claimed that any person not a qualified voter of the district 
voted at such meeting. 

It is clear that the chairman of said meeting had no legal right 
to reject the twenty-four votes cast, for the reason that said 
ballots did not have thereon the words “For Trustee.” The pro- 
visions of subdivision 4, section 14, article 1, title 7, of the Con- 
solidated School Law of 1894, requiring that ballots for school 
district officers shall designate the office for which each is voted, 
applies to ballots for more than one office, viz: for trustee, dis- 
trict clerk, etc., and not to ballots cast for a single office, viz: 
that of trustee, as was the motion adopted at said district meet- 
ing. The ballot taken at said meeting in which the whole num- 
ber of votes cast was 89 was for the office of trustee, and a ballot 
so cast, having the name of a person was a legal ballot for that 
person for the office of trustee of said district. 


CeNN 
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It follows, therefore, that the decision of the chairman that 
but fifteen legal votes for trustee were cast and that George 
Daniels having received eleven votes was elected trustee of the 
district was without authority of law. 

From the facts established in the appeal herein I find and de- 
cide that the annual school meeting, held in said district No. 5, 
town of Alabama, Genesee county, on August 6, 1895, failed to 
elect a trustee for said district for the present school year; that 
the decision of the chairman of said school meeting, rejecting 
twenty-four of the ballots cast at said meeting as illegal ballots, 
was illegal and void; that the decisions of the chairman of said 
meeting that but fifteen legal ballots for trustee were received 
and that George Daniels, having received eleven of: the said 
fifteen votes, was elected trustee of said district were, and each 
of them was, illegal and void; that said George Daniels was not, 
by the form or color of an election, elected trustee of said dis- 


‘trict at’said annual meeting; that there was no legal election of 


a trustee of said school district at said annual meeting and that 
the trustee of said district in office on August 6, 1895, hold over as 
as trustee of said district until his successor in office shall be le- 
gally elected or appointed; that there is no vacancy in the office of 


‘trustee of said district which can be supplied at a special meet- 


ing of said district. 
“The appeal herein is sustained. 

It is ordered, That the »ulings or decisions made by the chair- 
man of the annual school meeting, held on August 6, 1895, in dis- 
trict No. 12, town of Alabama, Genesee county, in rejecting 
twenty-four of the thirty-nine ballots cast for trustee of said 
district at said meeting is illegal, that but fifteen legal bal- 
lots for trustee were cast and that George Daniels was elected 
trustee of said district are, and each of them is, illegal and void, 
and they are, and each of them is, vacated and set aside. 


~ 
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No. 4370 
In the Matter of the Appeal of TRUMAN H. Cox from Proceedings 
of Annual School Meeting held on August 6, 1895, in Union Free 
School District No. 1, Town of Lee, Oneida County, in voting a 
tax. 

Where in a union free school district at the annual meeting the vote to appropriate the sum of 
$450 and authorizing a tax to be levied to collect the same, the vote was taken viva voce and 
not by ballot or ascertained by taking and recording the ayes and noes of such qualified voters 
attending and voting at such meeting; Held, that the action of the meeting was illegal and 
void, and in direct contravention of the provisions of section 10, article 2, title 8 of the Consoli- 


dated School Law of 1894. 
(Decided September 20, 1895.) 


W. L. Wilson, attorney for appellant. 
A. T. Wilkinson, attorney for respondent. 


This appeal, although taken from the ruling of the chairman 
of the annual meeting held on August 6, 1895, in Union Free 
School District No. 1, town of Lee, Oneida county, is in fact from 
the action and proceedings of said meeting in voting a tax upon 
the said district by a viva voce vote. 

An answer to the appeal has been made by Henry S. Hall, the 
chairman of said meeting. The uncontroverted facts established 
by the papers filed herein are: 

That at the annual meeting of said Union Free School District 
No. 1, town of Lee, Oneida county, Henry S. Hall was chosen 
chairman; that a statement made by the president and clerk 
of the board of education of said district of the receipts and dis- 
bursements for conducting the schools in said district for the 
school year of 1895-6 was presented to the meeting by the presi- 
dent of the board, by which it appeared that it was necessary to 
raise the sum of $450 by tax upon the taxable property in said 
district for school purposes for said school year; that a viva voce 
vote being about to be taken by said meeting to authorize the levy 
of a tax for said sum of $450 the appellant herein demanded that 
the vote directing or authorizing the levy of a tax must be taken 
by ballot or ascertained by taking and recording the ayes 
and noes of the qualified voters attending and voting at such 
meeting, but no action was taken thereon, and subsequently 
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a resolution was adopted that a viva voce vote be taken upon 
appropriating said $450 and authorizing a tax to be levied to 
collect the same, which was done. 

In section 10, article 2, title 8, of the Consolidated School 
Law of 1894, which became operative on June 30, 1894, relative 
to annual or special school meetings in Union Free School Dis- 
tricts other than those whose limits correspond with an incorpor- 
ated village or city, it is enacted that “on all propositions arising 
at said meetings involving the expenditure of money or authoriz- 
ing the levy of a tax or taxes in one sum or in installments, the 
vote thereon shall be by ballot, or ascertained by taking and re- 
cording the ayes and noes of such qualified voters attending and 
voting at such meetings.” : 

The action of the annual school meeting in Union Free School 
District No. 1, town of Lee, Oneida county, by a viva voce vote, 
appropriating the sum of $450 for school purposes or authoriz- 
ing the levy of a tax of $450, was illegal and void, and in direct 
contravention of the provisions of the school law. Such action 
by said meeting conferred no authority upon the board of edu- 
cation of said school district to assess, levy and collect any tax 
for said $450 or any part thereof, and any tax-list and assessment 
for said sum, made and issued by said board, upon an appeal 
would be vacated. 

The board of education should call a special meeting of the ° 
qualified voters of the district for the purpose of voting in ac- 
cordance with said provisions of law, an appropriation of money 
for schoo] purposes and authorizing the assessment and levy of 
tax to raise the sum so appropriated. 

The appeal herein is sustained. 


~ 
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No. 4371 * 

Tn the Matter of the Appeal of W1LLIAM M. CHAPMAN from Pro- 

ceedings of Annual School Meeting held on August 6, 1895, in 
District No. 2, Town of Catherine, Schuyler County. 

When at an annual school meeting in a common school district a ballot has been had for a trus- 
tee of the district, and such ballot has been canvassed and the result announced by which it 
appears that one of the candidates voted for had received a majority of the votes cast; Held, 
thatthe power of said meeting in the election of a trustee was exhausted, and said mecting 


had no legal power or authority to recanvass the ballots cast upon such formal ballot, nor to 
reconsider said ballot, nor to take another ballot for trustee. 


(Decided September 20, 1895.) 


The appeal in the above entitled matter is taken from the 
proceedings of the annual school meeting held on August 6, 1895, 
in school district No. 2, town of Catherine, Schuyler county. 

John Pelham and others have answered said appeal. It ap- 
pears from said appeal and answer that the annual school meet- 
ing in said district was neld on August 6, 1895, and that Owen 
Gardner was chosen chairman and James Woodard, clerk; that 
one William Larue was appointed an inspector of election; that 
the report of the trustee was read and accepted; that the chair- 
man announced that the election of a trustee was in order and 
upon a motion made and adopted the meeting proceeded to an 
informal ballot for trustee; that thereupon said inspector of 
election passed around the room and collected the ballots and 
' after counting them announced that twenty-two votes were cast, 
of which William M. Chapman received eleven and John Pelham 
eleven; that a motion was then adopted that the meeting proceed 
to a formal ballot for trustee, and such ballot was had in like 
manner as the informal ballot; that the result of the ballot, an- 
nounced by the chairman as received from the inspector, was that 
twenty-three votes were cast of which William M. Chapman 
(the appellant herein) received twelve and John Pelham eleven, 
and the said Chapman thereupon accepted said office of trustee ; 
that the meeting then balloted in like manner for collector and 
John Pelham was announced as having received a majority of the 
votes cast; that in canvassing the votes for collector the chair- 
man and clerk acted with said inspector, Larue, pursuant to a 
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vote of the meeting; that a motion was then adopted that the 
votes cast upon the second (formal) ballot for trustee be re- 
counted by the chairman, clerk and inspector of election, which 
recount was had and the result announced that the total vote 
was nineteen, of which William Chapman received nine and John 
Pelham ten; that a motion was then adopted that the ballot for 
trustee be reconsidered and a new ballot for trustee be taken; 
that said new ballot was taken in like manner as the previous 
ballots and the votes so received were canvassed by the inspec- 
tor of election, chairman and clerk and the result thereof an- 
nounced as follows: Whole number eighteen, of which John 
Pelham received thirteen and William M. Chapman five, and 
said Pelham was declared elected trustee of the district; that 
after said anouncement said Pelham declined to accept the office 
of collector to which he had been previously elected, and there- 
upon said meeting elected John Woodard as collector; that 
after the transaction of other business the meeting adjourned. 

It appexrs that no poll-list was kept containing the names of 
the voters whose votes were received; but it is not claimed that 
any but persons duly qualified voted in the election of such 
district officers. 

School district officers and voters should, in the election of 
officers, comply strictly with the provisions of section 14, article 
1, title 7, of the Consolidated School Law of 1894, and prevent 
contentions from arising in such districts, like those present in 
the appeal herein. 

I find and decide that the method had and taken at the annual 
meeting in said district No. 2, town of Catherine, in the formal 
ballot for trustee was a sufficient compliance with the provisions 
of the school law and that the appellant herein, William M. Chap- 
man, was legally elected trustee of said district, he having re- 
ceived a majority of the votes cast; that upon such election the 
power of said meeting in the election of a trustee was ex- 
hausted, and said meeting had no legal power or authority to 
recount the ballots cast upon said formal ballot, nor to reconsider 
said formal ballot, nor to take another ballot for trustee; that al] 
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proceedings taken at said meeting after said formal ballot was 
taken and the result thereof announced relative to said ballot 
or any ballot for the office of trustee was illegal and void and 
must be set aside. 

The appeal herein is sustained. 

It is ordered, That all proceedings had and taken at said an- 
nual meeting, held in said school district No. 2, town of Cath- 
erine, Schuyler county, relating in any manner to the election of 
a trustee of said district, after said formal ballot for trustee was 
taken and the result thereof anounced be, and the same are, and 
each of them is, vacated and set aside as illegal and void. 


No. 4373 


In the Matter of the Appeal of StLAS B. TARBELL from Proceed- 
ings of Annual School Meeting held on August 6, 1895, in 
District No. 2, Town of Groton, Tompkins County, in the election 
of Trustee. 


Any person who is a citizen of the United States, twenty-one years of age, and who has resided 
in the school district for a period ot thirty da s next preceding any annual or special meeting 
held therein, and who hires any real property in said school district liable to taxation for 
school purposes, is a qualified voter of said district whether he or she pays the rent of said 
premises so hired in money or labor, and as such qualified voter is eligible to hold any school 
district office, provided he or she can read and write. 


(Decided September 27, 1895.) 


At the annual school meeting held on August 6, 1895, in dis- 
trict No. 2, town of Groton, Tompkins county, the same was duly 
organized and two inspectors of election chosen; that Albert 
sould and EK, A. Fish were candidates for the office of trustee of 
said district; that three ballots were had for trustee, two of which 
resulted in no choice, and on the third ballot, thirty-three votes 
were cast, of which Albert Gould received seventeen and E. A. 
Fish sixteen. . 

On August 26, 1895, the above-named appellant filed in this 
Department an appeal or petition asking that said Albert Gould 
be declared ineligible to hold said office of trustee and that he 
be removed from office, 
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The grounds upon which the petitioner asks to have said 
Gould declared ineligible to hold said office, as alleged in said 
petition is that said Gould is not a qualified voter of said dis- 
trict, as he “leases no real estate for a money rent;” that he re- 
sides on a farm situate in said district, owned by one Moe and 
works the farm upon shares. 

Any person who is a citizen of the United States, twenty-one 
years of age and who has resided in a school district for a 
period of thirty days next preceding any annual or special meet- 
ing held therein, and wh» hires any real property in said school 
district, liable to taxation for school purposes, is a qualified voter 
of said district whether he or she pay the rent of said premises ° 
so hired in money or labor. 

The petitioner alleges that said Albert Gould did not receive 
a majority of the votes cast on said ballot for trustee, but that 
upon said ballot a Mrs. Malley and a Miss Malley each voted for 
said Gould for trustee and that neither of said persons was a qual- 
ified voter of said district. 

It appears from the papers presented herein that neither Mrs. 
Malley nor Miss Malley was challenged at said meeting, but voted 
at each of said three ballots for trustee unchallenged. A party 
knowing a person to be unqualified and permitting such person 
to vote without challenge, will not be allowed to object to the 
proceedings of the meeting because such unqualified person par- 
ticipated in them. 

Where a petition or appeal is made for the removal of an 
officer upon the ground of illegal votes having been cast, it is 
incumbent upon the moving party not only to allege the illegal 
voting or the disqualification of certain persons, but to show by 
evidence the lack of qualifications in such terms as necessarily 
to exclude every presumption that the voter or voters could be 
qualified under the provisions of the school law. This the peti- 
tioner herein has failed to do. 

I find and decide that Albert Gould, at the time of the annual 
meeting held on August 6, 1895, in said district No. 2, town of 
Groton, Tompkins county, was a qualified voter of said district 
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and as such eligible to hold the office of trustee of such district; 
that at said annual meeting said Albert Gould was duly and le- 
gally elected as trustee of-said district. 

The appeal and petition herein are dismissed. 


No. 4375 
In the Matter of the Appeal of JoHN HOLLENBECK from Proceed- 
ings of Annual School Meeting held on August 6, 1895, in Dis- 
trict No. 3, Town of Erin, Chemung County. 

An informal ballot for district officers is not recognized in the school law, but there is no pro- 
vision of said law which forbids the qualified voters at a district meeting at which any district 
officer or officers are to be elected, from taking an informal ballot to ascertain the views or 
wishes of such voters as to the person or persons to hold said office or offices. - When said 
meeting adopts a resolution to take such informal] ballot such ballot is not a ballot under the 
school law for the election of a person to fill the office, and the ruling of the chairman of the 


school meeting that the person receiving the majority of votes was elected trustee of the dis- 
trict was error. 


(Decided September 27, 1895.) 


The appeal and affidavits in support thereof, in the above en- 
titled matter, were filed in this Department on August 26, 1895. 
No answer to said appeal having been filed in this Department, 
the allegations contained in the appeal and proofs are taken as 
admitted. 

The allegations contained in the appeal herein, and affidavits 
relating to proceedings taken in the election of a trustee and 
voting taxes, are substantially as follows: 

That an annual school meeting was held in district No. 3, town 
of Erin, Chemung county, on August 6, 1895; that a chairman 
and secretary of the meeting and two inspectors of election were 
chosen; that the trustee had neglected to furnish a suitable 
ballot box to receive the ballots cast in the election of district 
officers; that a motion was duly made, seconded, entertained 
by the chairman and unanimously adopted that the meeting pro- 
ceed to take an informal ballot for a trustee of said district; that 
such informal ballot was taken, two candidates being voted for, 
at which forty-three votes were cast, of which one person re- 
ceived twenty votes and another person received twenty-three 
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votes; that on said informal ballot at least four qualified voters of 


said district, then present, did not vote but intended to vote 


when a formal ballot for trustee should be taken; that after the 
result of said informal ballot was announced a motion was made 
and seconded that the meeting proceed to a formal ballot for trus- 
tee for the district; but the chairman of the meeting ruled said 
motion out of order and refused to put the said motion to a 
vote; that said chairman was asked to set aside the proceedings 
had in said informal ballot, and that the meeting proceed to the 
election of a trustee, which was denied, and said chairman de- 
clared the person who received a majority of the votes cast at 
said informal ballot duly elected as trustee of the said district. 
It further appears that two propositions for a levy of a tax, for 
two different purposes, were brought before said meeting for ac- 
tion, and that the vote thereon was not taken by ballot, or by 
taking and recording the ayes and noes of the qualified voters 
of the district present and voting upon each of said propositions, 
as required by the school law; but such vote was taken viva voce. 
By section 14, of article 1, title 7, of the Consolidated School 
Law of 1894, chapter 556 of the Laws of 1894, all school district 
officers shall be elected by ballot, and the trustees of each school 
district are required to provide a suitable ballot box at elections 
of district officers. 

-An informal ballot for district officers is not recognized in 
the school law, but there is no provision of said law which forbids 
the qualified voters at a district meeting at which any district 
officer or officers are to be elected, from taking an informal ballot 
to ascertain the views or wishes of such voters as to the person 
or persons to hold said office or offices. When said meeting adopts 

~ aresolution to take such informal ballot such ballot is not a ballot 
_ under the school law for the election of a person to fill the office, 
_ and the ruling of the chairman of the annual school meeting, held 
in said district No. 3, town of Erin, that by and under said in- 
_ formal ballot the person receiving the majority of votes was 
- elected trustee of the district was error, as it was apparent that 
no voter was misled, but all the voters’ present clearly under- 
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stood that in and by such ballots they were simply giving ex- 
pression of their choice for trustee, or putting candidates for the 
office in nomination, to be voted for when a regular ballot for the 
election of a trustee should be had. By such wrongful exercise 
of power on the part of the chairman of said meeting, in refusing 
to put the motion for a formal ballot for trustee, the qualified 
voters of said district present at said meeting were prevented 
from exercising the right accorded them under ‘the school law 
in the election of a trustee for said district. 

In subdivision 18, of section 14, article 1, title 7, of said Con- 
solidated School Law of 1894 it is enacted: “In all propositions 
arising at said district meetings, involving the expenditure of 
money, or authorizing the levy of a tax or taxes, the vote thereon 
shall be by ballot, or ascertained by taking and recording the ayes 
and noes of such qualified voters attending and voting at such 
district meetings.” 

It appears that in the action of said annual meeting in author- 
izing the levy of two taxes the vote thereon was not taken by 
either of the methods required by the provision of law above 
cited. 

I find and decide that at the annual school meeting held on 
August 6, 1895, in school district No. 3, town of Erin, Chemung 
county, no one was legally elected a trustee of said district; that 
no legal authorization of a levy of a tax or taxes for any sum 
whatever was made at said annual meeting; that all proceedings 
had and taken at said meeting, relating to the election of a trus- 
tee of said district, should be vacated and set aside as illegal and 
void; that a special meeting of the district should be held for 
the purpose of electing a trustee of the district, and to act upon 
propositions for raising money for school purposes and authoriz- 
ing the levy of a tax upon the taxable property of said district 
therefor. 

The appeal herein is sustained. 

It is ordered, That all proceedings had and taken at said annual 
meeting held on August 6, 1895, in said district No. 3, town of 
Krin, Chemung county, in the election of a trustee of said dis- 
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trict, and in authorizing the levy of a tax or taxes in said district 
be, and the same are, and each of them is, vacated and set aside. 

It is further ordered, That a special meeting of the inhabitants 
of said school district No. 3, town of Erin, Chemung county, be 
called for the purpose of electing a trustee of said district, and 
to act upon propositions for raising money for school purposes 
and authorizing the levy of a tax upon the taxable property of 
said district therefor. 


b) 


No. 4376 


Tn the Matter of the Appeal of GEORGE WoLcor?T and others v. 
ELLA GALE, School Commissioner, Second Commissioner District 
of Tompkins County. 


Where a school district has a board of three trustees and an application is made to such trustees 
for their consent in writing to the alteration of their district, such trustees must meet and act 
as a board upon such application, and the fact of such meeting being held and consent given, 
should be set forth in the written consent signed by them, presented to the school commis- 
sioner. It appearing that no such meeting of the trustees was held, but the consent of two 
of such trnstees was obtained at different times, and 1s not the act of the board ; Held, that the 
school commissioner obtained no jurisdiction to act in altering the boundaries of the school 
districts and such order must be vacated. 


(Decided September 27, 1895.) 


C. Rk. Wolcott, attorney for appellants. 


Some time between June 24 and July 17, 1895, Ella Gale, as 
school commissioner of the second commissioner district of 
Tompkins county, made an order, without being dated, but which 
by its terms wastotakeeffect on July 17,1895,and which order pur- 
ported to have been made upon the consent in writing of the trus- 
tees of school district No. 9, town of Dryden, and No. 12, town 
of Caroline, county of Tompkins, altering the boundaries of said 
district No. 12 of Caroline, by setting off a certain farm belonging 
to one H. P. Banfield from said district, and annexing said farm 
to said district No. 9, thereby altering the boundaries of said 
district No. 9. That said order was filed in the office of the 
clerk of said town of Caroline on July 27, 1895. 

On August 30, 1895, an appeal by George Wolcott and others 
from said order of Commissioner Gale was filed in this Depart- 
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ment and on August 31, 1895, an answer by F. D. Snyder, trustee 
of said district No. 9, town of Dryden, to said appeal was filed. 

The grounds stated in said appeal why said order of Commis- 
sioner Gale should be vacated are substantially as follows: 
That said order was not dated and by its terms was to take effect 
ten days prior to the time said order was filed with the clerk 
of the town of Caroline; that no valid consent to the said alter- 
ation of school district No. 12, town of Caroline, was given by the 
trustee of said district; that said order does not sufficiently set 
forth the boundaries of said school districts No. 12 of Caroline 
and No. 9 of Dryden as altered by said school commissioner. 

The facts established by the papers filed herein are as follows: 
That on and prior to June 24, 1895, there was situate in the 
town of Caroline, Tompkins county, a school district known and 
designated as district No. 12 of said town, having three trustees, 
and that there was also situate in the town of Dryden in said 
county a school district known and designated as district No. 9, 
of said town having one trustee; that one H. P. Banfield, was a 
resident of said town of Dryden and said school district 
No. 9 of said town; that said Banfield was also the owner 
of a farm of about eighty acres situate in lot No. 93, 
town of Dryden and in said school district No. 13: 
Caroline; that said farm does not adjoin the farm or premises 
on which said Banfield resides; that said farm of eighty acres 
was leased by said H. P. Banfield to his son who resides thereon; 
that said H. P. Banfield had no children of school age residing 
with him, and that his said son had but one child residing with 
him, which child is of the age of three years; that said H. P. 
Banfield applied to the trustees of said school district No. 12 
Caroline, individually and not as a board, for their consent that 
the boundaries of said district be altered by the taking of said 
farm of eighty acres from said school district and annexing the 
same to said district No. 9 of Dryden, and obtained the signature 
of Messrs. Denman and Graham, two of said trustees to the 
consent annexed to said order of Commissioner Gale and re- 
ferred to in said order, and Wolcott the third trustee, verbally 
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refused to sign such consent; that said consent was signed by 
Mr. Snyder the sole trustee of said district No. 9 of Dryden; that 
said consent was on or about June 24, 1895, presented to and left 
with said School Commissioner Gale, who subsequently made 
the order appealed from, transferring said farm from said school 
district No. 12, Caroline, and annexing said farm to said school 
district No. 9, Dryden; that said order is not dated but that it is 
stated therein that said order should take effect on July 17, 18953. 
that said order does not define and describe the boundaries of 


. said district No. 12, of Caroline, as altered, nor of the boundaries 


of said district No. 9, Dryden, as altered, which district bounda- 
ries became altered in consequence of the alteration of the boun- 


; daries of district No. 12, of Caroline, by the transfer of said 


farm therefrom and the annexation of the farm to district No. 9, 
of Dryden; that the boundary lines of said farm of eighty acres 
are not sufficiently or definitely set forth in said order by well 
known established monuments or marks, but by lands owned by 
different persons. 

Under the provisions of title 6, of the Consolidated School 
Law of 1894, chapter 556 of the Laws of 1894, the school commis- 
sioners have power, with thé written consent of the trustees of 
all the districts to be affected thereby, to alter any school dis- 
trict within their respective commissioner districts by an order, 
and fixing a day in said order when such alteration shall take 
effect. 

This Department has uniformly held that where a school dis- 
trict has 2 board of three trustees and an application is made 
io such trustees for their consent in writing to the alteration of 
their district, such trustees must meet as a board and act as a 
board upon such application, and the fact of such meeting being 
held and the consent given should be set forth in the written 
consent signed by them, presented to the school commissioner. | 

Tt is clear that in the application made by said Banfield to 
~ the trustees of said district No. 12, town of Caroline, for their 
consent to said alteration of said district, no meeting of the 
said board of trustees was held to act upon such application, nor 
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was any consent to such alteration given at any meeting of said 
board, nor does any notice of any such meeting and consent ap- 
pear upon the consent presented to said school commissioner or 
in the proceedings taken relative to such alteration, but on the 
contraryitappearsthat the consent of said two trustees of said dis- 
trict No. 12, Caroline, was obtained at different times and was 
not the act of the said trustees as a board convened for that 
purpose. 

I find and decide that upon the consent as thus obtained from 
the trustees of said district No. 12, town of Caroline, Commis- 
sioner Gale obtained no jurisdiction to act or make the order of 
July, 1895, from which this appeal is taken. ; 

In the disposition of this appeal it is not necessary for me to 
pass upon the other questions raised by the papers presented. 

The appeal herein is sustained and the said order of Ella Gale, 
school commissioner of the second commissioner district of Tomp- 
kins county, is vacated and set aside. 


No. 4377 


In the Matter of the Appeal of ALBERT L. HARRIS from Proceed- 
ings of Annual School Meeting held on August 6, 1895, in Joint 
Districc No. 14, Towns of Nassau and Stephentown in Rensselaer 
County, and New Lebanon and Chatham, Columbia County, in. 
the election of a trustee. 

Where at an annual school meeting the trustee of a district neglected to furnish a suitable ballot 
box and that a hat was used as a ballot box; Held, that the use of the hat was a substantial 
compliance with the provisions of the school law. Also, held, that in a ballot for trustee had, 
in pursuance of a vote of the meeting, that ballots received and canvassed having thereon the 


name of the person, but without the words, '‘ For Trustee,” being written thereon, said ballots 
were legal ballots for such person for the office of trustee. 


- (Decided September 27, 1895.) 


The appellant in the above entitled matter appeals from the 
proceedings of the annual school meeting held on August 6, 1895, 
in district No. 14, towns of Nassau and Stephentown, Rensselaer 
county, and New Lebanon and Chatham, Columbia county, rela: 
tive to the election of a trustee for said district, and from the deci- 
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sion of the chairman of said meeting and asks that such proceed- 
ings and decision be set aside and one L. B. Thomson declared as 
elected trustee of said district, or that a special meeting be called 
for the election of a trustee for said district. 

An answer has been made to said appeal by E. 8S. Com- 
stock, who was declared to have received a majority of the votes 
cast at said meeting for trustee, and to said answer the appellant 
herein has made a reply. 

The grounds of complaint, as alleged in the appeal, are: That 


~ in the election of a trustee a hat was used as a ballot box and 


that upon fourteen ballots received and counted for Comstock 
for trustee, the words “For Trustee” did not appear thereon. 

The material facts relative to the proceedings of said meeting 
in the election of a trustee are not controverted. 

It appears that the annual school meeting in said district was 
held on August 6, 1895, and organized by the election of a chair- 
man, the clerk of the district acting as clerk of the meeting, and 
that after the report of the trustee and collector were presented, 


_ read to the meeting and accepted, it was voted to proceed to an 


informal ballot for trustee; that two inspectors of election were 
appointed by the chairman and an informal ballot for trustee 
was taken which resulted as follows: Whole number of votes 
30, of which E. S. Comstock received 14, L. B. Thomson 13, N. 
Webster 1, John Early 1; that the meeting then proceeded to take 
a formal ballot for trustee, said inspectors of election receiving 
the votes from the persons offering to vote and depositing the 
votes so received in a hat; that a poll-list was kept by the 
clerk of the meeting, containing the name of every person whose 
vote was so received; that said inspectors of election canvassed 
the votes so cast for trustee and announced the result of such 
ballot to the chairman as follows: Whole number of votes cast ° 
338, of which E. 8. Comstock received 18 and L. B. Thomson 15; 
that the chairman declared to the meeting the result of said ballot 
as announced to him by said inspectors of election. 

That it appears that of the 33 ballots so cast for trustee 15 had 
written thereon the words “For Trustee” and the name of L. B. 
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Thomson and three had written thereon “For Trustee” and the 
name of E. S. Comstock, and the balance of the 33 ballots did not 
have thereon the words “For Trustee,” but each had thereon the 
name of E. 8S. Comstock; that it was claimed at said meeting that 
the ballots cast, not having the words “For Trustee” thereon were 
not legal ballots under the school law and should be rejected 
and that said Thomson was elected, he having received a major- 
ity of the ballots upon which “For Trustee” was written, and a re- 
counting of said legal ballots was called for, but was by the chair- 
man ruled out of order and the meeting proceeded to act upon 
the other business before it. 

By section 14, of article 1, title 7, of the Consolidated School 
Law of 1894, it is enacted that “all district officers shall be elected 
by ballot. At elections of district officers the trustees shall pro- 
vide a suitable ballot box.” . 

Under the said school law the trustee of said district, in office 
at the time of said annual school meeting, was required to furnish 
said meeting with a suitable ballot box; this duty he failed to 
perform, and a ballot box not having been provided for them, the 
meeting used a hat as a ballot box. By said section 14, article 
1, title 7, of said Consolidated School Law it is enacted that 
“The ballot shall be written or printed or partly written and 
partly printed, containing the name of the person voted for and 
designating the office for which each is voted.” The words “and 
designating the office for which each is voted” means that where 
at district meetings, in the election of district officers, in one bal- 
lot persons are voted for for two or more offices, such as trustee 
and district clerk, upon the same ticket, such ballot or ticket shall 
designate the office for which the persons whose names are there- 
on is voted for, and does not mean that where a vote is taken at 
a district meeting to proceed to ballot for a trustee that to render 
legal the vote cast in such ballot taken in pursuance of such vote, 
the words “for trustee” must also be written or printed thereon, 
as the ballot is for a person for but one office, i. e., trustee. 

I find and decide that upon the facts established herein the 
hat used at the said meeting in said district in the election of 
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district officers for a ballot box was a suitable ballot box and a 
substantial compliance with the provisions of the school law; 
that the ballot cast in the formal ballot for trustee at said meet- 
ing, having thereon the name of a person, but not having thereon , 
the words “for trustee” were legal ballots for the person whose 
name was written thereon for the office of trustee, under the pro- 
visions of the school law; that E. S. Comstock was duly and le- 
gally elected trustee of said district at said annual meeting. 
The appeal herein is dismissed. 


No. 4379 
In the Matter of the Appeal of JoHN MULVIHILL from Proceedings 
of Annual School Meeting held on August 6, 1895, in District 
No. 3, Town of Campbell, Steuben County, in the election of 
a trustee. 

Where a ballot has been taken for a district officer and such vote canvassed iby the inspectors of 
election and the result of the canvass announced showing that some one has received a 
majority of the votes cast, the power of the meeting in the election of such officer has been 
exhausted. Such ballot cannot be reconsidered nor a recount had or the ballot impeached by 


the affidavits or statements that the canvass of the votes was not a correct one, or by the 
affidavits of persons that in such ballot they voted for a particular person for said office. 


(Decided September 27, 1895.) 


Francis E. Wood, attorney for appellant. 


The appellant in the above entitled matter appeals from 
so much of the proceedings had and taken in school district No. 
3, town of Campbell, Steuben county, at the annual meeting held 
on August 6, 1895, as relates to the election of a trustee. 

It appeurs from the papers presented herein that the said an- 
nual meeting was duly organized by the choice of one Chase as 
chairman and John Wilcox, district clerk, acting as clerk; that 
John 8. Curtis and Patrick Mulvihill were appointed inspectors 
of election; that the appellant and George D. Turnbull, the re- 
spondent, were nominated for trustee; that a ballot was taken 
for trustee, the ballot cast being received by said inspectors and 
when such ballot was closed, the votes were canvassed by said in- 
spectors who reported the result of such ballot to the chairman 

13 
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of the meeting as follows: Whole number of votes cast 25, of 
which George D. Turnbull received 13 and John Mulvihill 11, 
and 1 blank; that said result was announced by the chairman to 
the meeting, and no objection relative thereto was made at the 
time such result was announced by the chairman; that the said 
meeting proceeded to elect other district officers and transact 
other business; that one Michael Lyon, Jr., who was not a voter 
in said school district, went to the table used by the inspectors 
of election and upon which several persons had written ballots 
for the various district officers who had been voted for, upon 
which also ballots were lying, and after some time passed in 
examining the said ballots, etc., lying upon said table, stated 
that there was a mistake and that the ballot for trustee was 
twelve for each of the candidates, and one blank; that upon the 
statement being so made by said Lyon the chairman stated that 
a ballot having been had and the votes cast having been can- 
vassed and the result announced and recorded the meeting could 
not act thereon; that no motion was made in regard to the matter 
of the election of trustee, either to reopen or reconsider the 
ballot or for a recount of the vote, or that anything be done in ref- 
erence thereto, and the meeting adjourned. 

The appellant in his appeal alleges, upon information and be- 
lief, that twelve votes were actually cast for him for trustee, and 
that only twelve votes were cast for said Turnbull, and that the 
blank vote was cast and intended to be cast for him (the appel- 
lant) for trustee; that annexed to said appeal is an affidavit of 
twelve persons, including the appellant, who allege that each 
of them voted for the appellant for trustee, and an affidavit of 
Simon Mulvihill that he yoted for the appellant. 

The respondent avers in his answer, upon information and 
belief that the persons named by him therein voted for him for 
trustee and the names of thirteen persons, including his own, 
is given; that also annexed to said answer are the affidavits of L.. 
L. Chase, the chairman, and John Wilcox the clerk, of said meet- 
ing, averring that said answer is true, and also the affidavit of 
John 8S. Curtis, one of the inspectors of election at said meeting, 
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averring that the affiant and Patrick Mulvihill were such in- 
spectors of election and together canvassed the votes cast for 
trustee and both agreed in the result of the ballot as so canvassed 
and announced by them as follows: Whole number of votes cast 
25, of which Turnbull received 18, John Mulvihill 11 and blank 1; 
that he knows of his own knowledge that such result as an- 
nounced was correct; that there was no recanvass of said 
votes after such result was announced by the _ inspec- 
tors to the chairman; that the’ facts stated in the an- 
swer by Turnbull of what occurred at the meeting are 
true. No affidavit by Patrick Mulvihill, the other inspector, 
in reply to the allegation contained in said affidavit of Curtis 
has been presented. There is also annexed to said answer the 
affidavit of nine qualified voters each of whom was present at said 
meeting, that the statement of facts as to what occurred at said 
meeting, contained in said answer, is true. 

The statement of the man, Lyon, is the only statement pre- 
sented in conflict with the announcement of the inspectors of elec- 
tion of the result of the ballot had for trustee. Lyon does not 
state at what time he examined the ballot, and it appears by the 
affidavit of thirteen voters of the district verifying the statement 
of facts and of what took place at the meeting, contained in the 
answer of Turnbull, that Lyon did not go to the table on which 
the votes for trustee were canvassed and until the other officers 
of the district were elected and other ballots other than those 
for trustee were lying upon the table with other papers. 

Where a ballot has been taken for a district officer and such 
vote canvassed by the inspectors of election, and the result of 
the canvass announced, showing that some one has received a ma- 
jority of the votes cast, the power of the meeting in the election 
of such officer has been exhausted. Such ballot cannot be re- 
considered nor a recount had, or the ballot impeached by the 
affidavits or statements of persons that the canvass of the votes 
was not a correct one, or by the affidavits of persons that in such 
ballot they voted for a particular person for said office. 

It is difficult to reconcile the affidavit of thirteen persons whe 
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swear they voted for Mulvihill, with the affidavit of Lyon who — 
swears Mulvihill received but twelve votes. 

The burden is upon the appellant to sustain his appeal by a 
preponderance of proof and in this he has failed. 

The appeal herein is dismissed. 


No. 4380 


In the Matter of the Petition of CHARLES W. BURTON, JOSEPH L. 
Hover and WILLIAM A. CHOATE for the removal from office of 
JEREMIAH I. BEST, B. J. WALKER and WILLIAM A. ALSDORF, 
members of the Board of Education of Union Free School Dis- 
trict No. 12, Town of Schodack, Rensselaer County. 


In a petition for the removal of school district officers for willful violation and neglect of duty, 
the burden is upon the petitioners to establish such violation or neglect of duty by a prepon- 
derance of proof. The courts of this State have decided that ‘‘ willful” means “intentional” ; 
that is, a school officer, knowing what the law and his duty are, intentionally does that which 
is directly contrary to the law and his duty, or so knowing his duty, intentionally neglects to 
perform it. 


(Decided September 28, 1895.) 


Alden Chester, attorney for petitioners. 
T. Almern Griffin, attorney for respondents. 
overt G. Scherer, of counsel for respondents. 


The petitioners named in the above entitled matter, on June 
19, 1895, filed their petition in which they allege that they are 
qualified voters of said district No. 12, town of Schodack, and 
that said district is a union free school district; that said Best, 
Walker and Alsdorf are the trustees of said district and as such 
have been guilty of a willful violation and neglect of duty, as 
alleged specifically in said petition; that the petitioners ask for 
the removal of said trustees from office. Annexed to said pe- 
tition are certain affidavits and papers in support of the charges 
contained in the petition. An answer by the respondents to 
said petition was filed on July 5, 1895, denying that said school 
district is a union free school district, and that they have been 
guilty of any willful violation of their duties as trustees as re- 
quired and imposed under the school law. To said answer are 
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annexed certain affidavits in support of the matters stated in said 
answer. A reply to the answer has been filed and to the reply a 
rejoinder. Briefs have been filed by the attorneys of the re- 
spective parties, and an exhaustive oral argument made by said 
attorneys and counsel. . 

In the charges set out in the petition some five or six allege 
that the respondents have neglected to do and perform certain 
duties which, under the school law, are required to be done and 
performed by boards of education or union free school dis- 
tricts, and are not specially required to be done by trustees of 
common school districts. If district No. 12 of Schodack is not a 
union free school district the respondents do not constitute, nor 
are they members of, a board of education of a union free school 
district and hence such charges fall. 

I am of the opinion that said school district No. 12 is not a union 
free school district. The establishment of a union free school 
in a common school district, since chapter 555 of the Laws of 1864 
became operative, is a statutory proceeding, and the provisions 
of the statute in relation thereto must be complied with. No 
proof is produced that any action or proceedings under the Con- 
solidated School Act of 1864 and the amendments thereto, or 
under the Consolidated School Law of 1894, relative to the estab- 
lishment of union free schools, was or were ever had or taken in 
said school district. Conceding that at the annual school meet- 
ing, held in said district in 1864, a resolution was adopted, in 
effect, that said district should be changed to a union free school, 
such action did not establish a union free school under the school 
law. The fact that the trustees of the district in their annual 
report for the commissioner for several years called said district 
a union free school district, and the school commissioner in mak- 
ing his annual report to this Department, from the statements 
contained in said report of said trustees, called the district a 
union free school district or that upon an application of the 
trustees of said district to this Department for an apportionment 
of library money it was stated therein that the district was a 
union free schoo! district, and that statement was accepted by the 
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superintendent as true, did not make said district a union free 
school district, nor was it a recognition by this Department that 
it was such district. This Department has no power or authority 
to recognize any school district as a union free school district, un- 
less there is produced and filed a certified copy of proceedings had 
and taken under and pursuant to the provisions of the school 
law relating to the establishment of union free schools establish- 
ing said union free school district, or an act of the Legislature 
of the State creating such union free school district. It is con- 
ceded that after a careful search in this Department for a copy 
of proceedings in the establishment of a union free school in 
said district no such record can be found. 

By the provisions of the Consolidated School Law of 1894, 
which went into operation on June 30, 1894, the trustee or trus- 
tees of every school district whether there is one or three 
trustees, shall constitute a board for each of said districts re- 
spectively, and each of said boards are severally created bodies 
corporate; that every power committed to said trustees by said 
act must be exercised as a board; that such board must meet for 
the transaction of business. A trustee or the trustees of a com- 
mon school district cannot lawfully be interested in any contract 
made by said board; nor can any trustee lawfully perform labor 
for the district and fix his compensation for such ser- 
vices; nor can he purchase property forthe district from 
himself and fix the price of said property. As such trus- 
tees are required to meet as a board, books should be 
kept in which the records of all their proceedings should be 
kept by the clerk of the district; such clerk should be notified by 
the trustees of the time and place of such meetings; that such ree- 
ords are the property of the district and should be open for in- 
spection by any qualified voter at all reasonable hours. 

By section 13, of title 1, of the Consolidated School Law of 1894, 
it is enacted that whenever it shall be proven to his satisfaction 
that any school commissioner or other school officer has been 
guilty of any willful violation or neglect of duty under said act, 
or any other act pertaining to common schools, the Superintend- 
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ent may, by an order under his hand and seal, remove such school 
commissioner or other school officer from his office. 

The courts of the State have decided that “willful” means “in- 
tentional,” that is, a school officer knowing what the law and his 
duty are, intentionally does that which is directly contrary to 
the law and his duty, or so knowing his duty intentionally neg- 
lects to perform his duty. 

The respondents herein, as trustees of said school district dur- 
ing the school year of 1894-95, appear not to have performed 
their duty strictly in accordance with the provisions of law, espec- 
ially in meeting as a board and transacting the business as a 
board; in having a record kept by the district clerk, ete., etc., in 
the auditing of accounts against the district and drawing orders 
for their payment, ete., etc., but the proofs herein do not show 
that such violation or neglect of duty was “willful” i. e., “inten- 
tional.” 

The proofs herein fail to show that the respondent, Best, was 
pecuniarily interested in the action of the board in employing 
Best’s children to perform janitor work in the schoolhouse. 

The charges reiative to the failure of the respondents to in- 
sure the schoolhouse and furniture for a period of five months, 
and to the condition of the water closets were not pressed by the 
petitioners upon the argument before me. 

The petition charges that the respondents willfully and unlaw- 
fully removed one Emma Wygant, a teacher in said district, dur- 
ing her term of employment without sufficient cause. I find this 
charge is not sustained by the proofs. The proofs show Miss 
Wygant was not removed by them, but resigned, contrary to the 
wishes of the respondents, and that her resignation was ac- 
cepted. But if said respondents had demurred or removed 
her without sufficient cause, I have no power, under the school 
law, to remove the respondents from office as trustees of said 
district for such dismissal. 

I find and decide, That it has not been proven to my satisfac- 
tion that the respondents herein, as such trustees of school dis- 
trict No. 12, town of Schodack, Rensselaer county have, or either 


~” 


200 Department oF Pusuic Instruction 


of them has, been guilty of any willful violation or neglect of duty 
under the Consolidated School Law of 1894, or any other act per- 
taining to common schools. 

The petition herein is dismissed and the application of the 
petitioners therein denied. 


No. 4381 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Cuartus H. Brown v. Watrer S. 
Atterton, School Commissioner, First Commissioner District, 
Westchester County. 


In an appeal taken from the action of afschool commissioner vacating a preliminary order made 
by him for the alteration of two union free school districts by setting off certain territory from 
one of the districts and annexing it to the other, it appearing that one of said districts had an 
outstanding bonded indebtedness; Held, that the commissioner properly vacated his prelim- 
inary order, the school law prohibiting him from altering or dividing any school district that 
had a bonded indébtedness outstanding. 


(Decided October 2, 1895.) 
William P. Fiero, attorney for appellant. 
Jared Sandford, attorney for respondent. 


On April 27, 1895, Walter 8. Allerton as school commissioner 
of the first commissioner district of Westchester county, made, 
upon application by petition, a preliminary order, setting off cer- 
tain lands and territory therein described, from Union Free 
School District No. 3, town of East Chester, Westchester county, 
annexing the same to Union Free School District No. 2, town of 
East Chester, Westchester county; that the trustees or board of 
education of said district No. 3, refused to consent to said altera- 
tion; that said order was not to take effect as to said district No. 
3, until the 81st day of July, 1895; that on May 20, 1895, after a 
hearing had been had, said commissioner vacated said prelim- 
inary order made by him on said April 27, 1895. 

The main ground on which said commissioner set aside said 
order of April 27, 1895, was that as said district No. 2 has a 
bonded indebtedness outstanding, amounting to several thousand 
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dollars, under the school law such district could not be altered or 
divided. 

The appellant, Brown, appealed from said order of May 20, 
1895. 

John Fisher and others, members of the board of education of 
Union Free School District No. 3 have answered said appeal. 

The fact is established by the papers presented in this appeal 
that said Union Free School District No. 2 had on April 27, and 
May 20, 1895, a bonded indebtedness outstanding amounting to 
$4,000. : 

By section 30, article 5, title 8, of the Consolidated School Law 
of 1894, chapter 556 of the Laws of 1894, it is enacted that school 
commissioners, having jurisdiction, may alter any union free 
school district whose limits do not-correspond to those of any in- 
corporated village or city, in the manner provided by title six of 
said act; but no such district shall be altered or divided upon 
which there is an outstanding bonded indebtedness. 

Title 6 of said Consolidated School Law of 1894, relates to 
school districts; the formation, alteration and dissolution thereof. 

Section 6, of said title 6, enacts that a school commissioner, 
having jurisdiction, may alter the boundaries of any union free 
school district whose limits do not correspond to those of any 
city or incorporated village; in like manner as alterations of com- 
mon school districts may be made as therein provided; but no 
school district shall be altered or divided which has any bonded 
indebtedness outstanding. 

This Department has uniformly decided that the slightest 
change of the boundaries of a school district is an alteration of 
said district. 

Under the preliminary order of April 27 certain territory 
was set off from said Union Free School District No. 3, and an- 


~ nexed to Union Free School District No. 2. Said order, or any 


order confirmatory thereof, would alter the boundaries of said 
district No. 3, and would as surely alter the boundaries of said 
district No 2. The alteration of the boundaries of said district 
No. 2 by said school commissioner, is prohibited by the provisions 
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of the Consolidated School Law of 1894, above cited, so long as 
said district has any bonded indebtedness outstanding. 
Commissioner Allerton very properly vacated his preliminary 
order of April 27, 1895. 
The appeal herein is dismissed, and the order of said commis- 
sioner of May 20, 1895, vacating his said preliminary order of 
April 27, 1895, appealed from, is confirmed. 


No. 4384 

In the Matter of the Appeal of A. V. Van Liew, Trustee, School 
District No. 13, Town of Ulysses, Tompkins County, from Action 
of Local Board, vacating order of Cuartes VAN Marrer, School 
Commissioner, First Commissioner District of Tompkins County, 
dated March 28, 1895, altering School Districts No. 13 and No. 
15, Town of Ulysses, Tompkins County. 

It appearing by the proofs presented to the local board that no valid reason existed for the 


alteration of the school districts made by the preliminary order of the school commissioner ; 
Heid, that the action of said board in vacating their order was proper. 


(Decided October 3, 1895.) 
A petition signed by the appellant in the above-entitled matter 
and R. R. Updike as sole trustee of school district No. 15, town of 
Ulysses, and dated December 11, 1894, was presented to Charles 
Van Marter, school commissioner of the first commissioner dis- 
trict of Tompkins county, asking that the boundaries of district 
No.13,of Ulysses,be altered, by transferring a certain farm known 
as the Ralph Updike farm, then owned by one W. C. Van Liew 
and situate in school district No. 15, of Ulysses, from said district 
and annexing the same to school district No. 13 of Ulysses, and 
consequently altering the boundaries of district No. 15 ; 
that on February 1,. 1895, no action having been taken 
by said school commissioner, said Updike as trustee of 
the district, withdrew his consent to said alterations of 
said districts; that on or about February. 6, 1895, an- 
other petition, signed by the appellant herein, and twenty- 
four residents of said district No. 13, U lysses, was presented to 
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said commissioner requesting him to alter said district as afore- 
said, that said school commissioner made an order dated March 
23, 1895, altering the boundaries of said school districts Nos. 13 
and 15, by transferring said farm of W. C. Van Liew from dis- 
trict No. 13 and annexing it to district No. 15, which order by its 
terms was to take effect on August 1, 1895; that said commis- 
sioner gave notice, under the provisions of the school law, that 
on May 4, 1895, at the schoolhouse in district No. 15, he would 
hear objections to said order of March 23, 1895, and on said day 
said commissioner attended at said schoolhouse, and at the re- 
quest in writing of said Updike, as trustee of school district No. 
15, the supervisor and town clerk of the town of Ulysses, were 
associated with the school commissioner in the hearing of ob- 
jections to said order; that said board, after hearing objections, 
voted to vacate said order of said commissioner; that on May 
30, 1895, the appellant herein appealed from the action and de- 
cision of said local board. 

An answer to said appeal by Robert R. Updike, trustee of said 
district No. 15, has been filed. 

The appellant herein contends that said Updike, as trustee of 
school district No. 15, having consented in writing to the pro- 
posed alteration of the district of which he was trustee, he can- 
not legally withdraw said consent. Such contention is not ten- 
able. The consent of Updike was withdrawn before any action 
had been taken by the school commissioner under the petition 
of December 11, 1894, and before the petition of February 6, 1895, 
was presented to him. 

The consent or refusal to consent to the alteration of said 
districts by the trustees of said districts did not give jurisdic- 
tion to the school commissioner. Under the school law school 
commissioners have power to alter school! districts with or with- 
out the consent of the trustees of the districts to be affected. If 
the trustees consent the school commissioner may make an or- 
der, making such alterations, to take effect on a day named, 
which order will be final, unless appealed from; but when said 
trustees of said districts or of any one of said districts to be 
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affected refuse consent the school commissioner may make a 
preliminary order making such alterations; which order shall 
not take effect until a day named therein, and not less than three 
months after the date of the order, and he must give notice of 
a time and place at which he will hear objections to said altera- 
tions. At the time and place of such hearing, upon the written 
request of the trustees of any of the districts affected the super- 
visor and town clerk of the town or towns in which said districts 
are situated, may be associated with the school commissioner, 
thus forming a local board, to hear objections to said alterations. 
Said board must either confirm or vacate said preliminary order. 
If such preliminary order is confirmed a confirmatory order must 
be drawn and signed by the members of said board, which con- 
firmatory order makes the alterations and not the preliminary 
order which is inchoate. If the local board vacates the prelim- 
inary order the whole proceedings fall. 

The papers herein do not show that any proofs were presented 
to said local board establishing any valid reason why such 
alterations should be made, nor that there is any valid reason 
why said farm should be transferred from district No. 15 to dis- 
trict No. 13. 

It is not shown that there are any children of school age re- 
siding on said farm. It is shown that the owner of said farm 
does not reside thereon, but lives with his father, and that he has 
no children, and that he lets the farm. The distance from said 
farm to the schoolhouse in No. 15 is substantially the same as 
to the schoolhouse in district No. 18, or at most but twenty rods 
farther. 

If the object of the alteration proposed is for the purpose of 
equalizing assessments, I would state that the altering of dis- 
tricts for that purpose only has not been sanctioned by this De- 
partment; that may be an element for consideration, but should 
not be the controlling one. 

The appeal herein is dismissed, and the action of said local 
board, vacating said preliminary order of School Commissioner 
Van Marter, of March 23, 1895, is confirmed. j 
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No. 4388 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Perez Dimicx, Trustee of School 
District No. 10, Town of Middletown, Delaware County, v. Huex 
Apatr, School Commissioner, Second Commissioner District, 
Delaware County. 

An order made by a school commissioner to amend the boundaries of a school district or to 


make an amended record of the boundary, where said order does not alter the boundaries of 
the district ; such order will be sustained upon appeal. 


(Decided October 8, 1895.) 
FM. Andrus, attorney for appellant. 
C. Hull, attorney for respondent. 


Hugh Adair, as school commissioner of the second commis- 
sioner district of Delaware county, on June 28, 1895, made an 
order, under the provisions contained in subdivision 2, section 
13, title 5, of the Consolidated School Law of 1894, reciting that 
having examined the record in the town clerk’s office of the town 

- of Middletown, Delaware county, and finding that the record of 
the boundary between school districts Nos. 22 and 10 therein is 
both defective and indefinite, and having learned that said boun- 
daries are in dispute, and directing that the record of said 
boundary line between said districts be amended so as to read, 
as in said order stated. That said order also stated that it is 
not intended to alter any boundary line between said districts, 
but only to amend said defective and indefinite record of said 
boundary, and settle the dispute as to said boundary. 

Said commissioner had authority, without the previous con- 
sent of the trustees of said districts, to make said order, provided 
said order did not alter the boundaries of said districts. 

Perez Dimmick as trustee of school district No. 10, of Middle- 
town, has appealed from said order of Commissioner Adair, upon 
the grounds, as alleged by him therein, that said order alters the 
boundaries between said districts Nos. 10 and 22 and sets off 
portions of land from district No. 10 into district No. 22. 

School Commissioner Adair has filed an answer to said ap- 

_peal, and the appellant herein has filed a reply to said answer. 
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From a careful examination and consideration of the papers 
filed herein the following facts appear to be established: 

Messrs. Slocum and Stone, as commissioners of common 
schools in said town of Middletown, by an order made and signed 
by them on October 22, 1842, and which order was recorded on 
October 27, 1842, in the office of the clerk of said town, estab- 
lished the boundaries of school district No. 22 of said town as 
follows: Resolved that district No. 22 shall be bounded on the 
easterly by the county line of Delaware and Ulster; on the 
west by the easterly line of James Tait; on the north and south 
by the height of land to the place of beginning; that Messrs. 
O’Connor, Stone and Slocum, as such commissioners of common 
schools in said town, signed a paper on April 4, 1843, and which 
paper was recorded on the same day in the office of the clerk of 
said town stating, “we, the commissioners of the common schools, 
have this day resolved that Hiram D. Wood be set back in dis- 
trict No. 10 as heretofore has been;” that at different times since 
1842 the boundary line between districts No. 10 and 22 (being 
the westerly boundary of No. 22, as stated in said order of Messrs. 
Slocum and Stone of October 22, 1842) has been in dispute, and 
especially in the year 1887, when several actions were brought 
in the courts and appeals taken to this Department arising out 
of the controversies as to said boundary line; that in said 1887 
a careful search was made in the office of the clerk of said town 
of Middletown for the records relative to the organization and 
alteration of the school districts in said town, but no such records 
could be found, but in a search among the records in a building 
in which such clerk’s office had theretofore been kept a book was 
found containing the records relative to the school districts of 
said town, commencing with the reorganization of the districts 
made April 30, 1825, and containing such records down to and 
including the year 1850; that said record book was examined 
by said Commissioner Adair, in which he found said order of 
Messrs. Slocum and Stone establishing said district No 22 under 
date of October 22, 1842, but found no other order or orders rel- 
ative to said district or its boundaries unless the resolution un- 
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der date of April 4, 18438, relating to Hiram D. Wood can be 
deemed an alteration of the boundaries of said district; that said 
record book was then (in May or June, 1895), in fair condition, 
considering its age and use, some of the leaves therein being 
misplaced. ! 

The appellant herein alleges that on or about October 24, 1848, 
one Florus Searle was a town superintendent of schools in said 
town of Middletown and as such made an order relative to the 


_ boundaries of school district No. 10, of said town, and has an- 


nexed a copy of said alleged order to his appeal; that said appel- 
lant alleges that by said alleged order of Searle a portion of 
school district No. 22 was annexed to school district No. 10. 

It also appears that on the record book of school district No. 
10 for the years 1847,.1848 and 1849, at the back part of said 
book, and not in any proceedings of said district recorded as oc- 
curring in 1848, is recorded in the handwriting of one Grant, a 
former clerk of said district, but now deceased, a copy of said al- 
leged order of said Searle, with the date of October 24, 1848, but 
without the signature of said Searle and without any certifi- 
cate. 

It is conceded that at the examination by Commissioner Adair 
of said old record book in the office of the clerk of the town of 
Middletown, relating to school districts in said town, from April 
30, 1823, and including the year 1850, there was no record of the 
alleged order made by said Searle on October 24, 1848; but it is 
alleged by the appellant that such an order was recorded in said 
book when found and examined in 1887. In support of this con- 
tention the appellant has presented the affidavit of Alexander 
Sliter, who stated that in 1887 he was collector of said school 
district No. 10 and with one David Hammond examined said town 
record book and found therein the said order made by Searle, 
signed and attested by him, and that he (Sliter) compared the 
same with record of said order in district records of school dis- 
trict No. 10, and found them alike; also, affidavit of David Ham- 
mond to the same effect. Annexed to the answer of Adair is 
an affidavit of said Hammond in which he states that in his affi- 
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davit annexed to the appeal in his statement that he found in a 
book the boundaries describing district No. 10 the same as are 
annexed to the appeal (copy of alleged order of Searle) he “meant 
the district book of district No. 10.” That to said answer herein 
is annexed the affidavit of C. Hull, the attorney who examined 
said town record book in 1887, in which he alleges that he made 
a careful search in said record book at that time and knows that 
no such record (alleged order of Searle of October 24, 1848) was 
in it. 

It is clear to me from the proofs herein that no order of said 
Searle as town superintendent, made on October 24, 1848, was 
recorded in said town records relating to school districts either 
in 1887, when examined by Sliter, Hammond and Hull, nor in 
1895, when examined by Commissioner Adair. 

The burden is upon the appellant herein to sustain his appeal 
by a preponderance of proof, and he has failed to establish by 
such proof that any order was ever made by said Searle as town 
superintendent on October 24, 1848, and filed with the town clerk 
of the town of Middletown, in relation to the boundaries of said 
school district No. 10 of said town. He has also failed to estab- 
lish that one Florus Searle was a town superintendent of schools 
in said town in 1848. No copy of any order made by any school 
commissioner or town superintendent organizing said district No. 
10 or making any alteration in the boundaries of said district sub- 
sequent to the organization is produced herein. 

Under the laws in operation when the office of town superin- 
tendent of common schools existed such superintendents had 
power to form, alter and dissolve school districts and were re- 


quired to describe and number such districts, and to deliver the . 


description and number thereof, in writing, to the town clerk, im- 
mediately after the formation or alteration thereof. It seems 
that said superintendents did not have the power, in case the 
records of the boundaries of districts should be found defective 
or indefinite, or should be in dispute, to cause the same to be 
amended or an amended record of such boundaries to be made, as 
was given to school commissioners. 
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As to said alleged order of said Searle it is possible that in 1848 
he was town superintendent of schools in Middletown; that there 
were doubts as to the boundaries of school district No. 10 in said 
town; that he prepared the order alleged to have been made by 
him and informed the then district clerk of said district and al- 
lowed him to copy the same; that subsequently he, for some rea- 
son, decided not to make such order. 

In the order made by Messrs. Slocum and Stone, October 22, 
1842, organizing school district No. 22, the westerly line of said 
district is indefinite, while the easterly, northerly and westerly 
lines are certain and definite. It appears that James Tait owned 
or occupied land on the westerly side of district No. 22, but the 
easterly line of his land did not extend from the ridge or height 
of land, the northerly boundary, to the ridge or height of land, 
the southerly boundary. Commissioner Adair in his examina- 
tion of said westerly line of said district, under said order of Octo- 
ber 22, 1842, decided that it was the intention of said order to 
extend the easterly boundary of the land of said Tait in a straight 
line to the height of land forming the southerly boundary of said 
district No. 22, and made his order of June 22, 1895, amending 
the records of the westerly line of said district accordingly. 

I concur with Commissioner Adair in his decision. 

The appeal herein is dismissed and the order of said School 
Commissioner Adair of June 28, 1895, is confirmed. 


No. 4390 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Wiru1am F. Srrornorr from Pro- 
ceedings of Annual School Meeting held on August 6, 1895, in 
District No. 4, Town of Lloyd, Ulster County, in the election of 
a trustee. 


After a ballot has been taken for a school district officer, and the vote canvassed and the result 
announced, the action of the chairman in ordering another ballot for trustee is without 
authority of law. Neither the chairman of a school district meeting nor the qualified voters 
ofa district has or have any lawful authority to assume or decide that a person elected to a 
school district office was not legally elected. The only person under the school law who has 
the authority to pass upon such question is the Superintendent of Public Instruction, and the 
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matter may be brought before him either by au appeal from the action of the meeting or by a 
submission to him of said question upon an agreed statement of facts, signed by the contesting 
parties. 


(Decided October 12, 1895.) 


S. G. Carpenter, attorney for appellant. 


The annual school meeting in district No. 4, town of Lloyd, 
Ulster county, was held on August 6, 1895, and was called to 
order by the district clerk, and Ira Bundy was elected chairman ; 
that the report of the trustee was read and adopted; that after 
the transaction of some other business the chairman appointed 
Horace Palmer and Irving Deyo inspectors of election; that five 
persons were nominated for trustee and H. Palmer being one of 
the persons nominated he was excused from acting as an in- 
spector of election, and Simon Freer was appointed as inspector, 
and a ballot for trustee was taken which resulted, as announced, 
as follows: Whole number of votes seventeen, of which H. 
Palmer received two; J. Yates, three; J. E. Bennett, two; Ira 
Bundy, three, and the appellant herein, seven; that no one having 
received a majority of the votes cast, a second ballot for trustee 
was taken, but before the ballot was taken H. Palmer and Ira 
Bundy withdrew as candidates for trustee; the second ballot 
resulted as follows: Whole number of votes cast, fifteen, of 
which J. Yates received two; J. E. Bennett, five, and W. F. Strot- 
hoff received 8; that after the result of the ballot was announced 
to the meeting one Richard E. Dickinson said, “I challenge this 
vote as one man has voted illegally,” to which Irving Deyo re- 
plied, “You ought to have made your challenge when the man 
voted, and not make a general challenge,” and Dickinson then 
said the man was Ira Terwilliger; that thereupon the chairman, 
without allowing any one any opportunity to make a statement, 
ordered a ballot for trustee, but previous to said ballot being 
taken the name of J. Yates as a candidate for trustee was with- 
drawn; that said ballot was taken, the clerk, at the request of the 
chairman, keeping a poll-list; that the result of said bailot was as 
follows: Whole number of votes cast, fifteen, of which J. E. 
Bennett received eight and the appellant seven. 
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The appellant herein on August 15, 1895, filed his appeal from 
the proceedings of said meeting relating to the election of a trus- 
tee had and taken after the votes cast upon the second ballot for 
trustee was canvassed and the result of the ballot announced to 
the meeting. 

To sustain the allegations contained in the appeal the appellant 
has annexed thereto the affidavits of six persons each of whom 
was present at said meeting and a copy of the proceedings of said 
meeting, signed by the clerk of the meeting. 

No answer has been made to the appeal, and hence the allega- 
tions contained in the appeal are deemed admitted. It is clear 
that the appellant herein was, upon the second ballot for trustee, 
elected trustee of the district, he having received a majority of the 
votes cast as announced as the result of such ballot after the 
yotes cast upon said ballot had been canvassed. No person offer- 
ing to vote at the second ballot or whose vote was received at 
said ballot was challenged. 

After said second ballot for trustee was taken and the votes 
received thereon were canvassed and announced, it appearing 
that some one had received a majority of the votes cast, the pow- 
er of the meeting in relation to the election of a trustee was ex- 
hausted, and said meeting had no lawful authority either to res- 
cind said ballot, annul said election or to take another ballot for 
trustee. The action of the chairman of the meeting, in ordering 
a ballot for trustee was without authority of law. Neither the 
chairman of the school district meeting nor the qualified voters 
of the district has or have any lawful authority to assume or de- 
cide that a person elected to a school district office was illegally 
elected to said office. The only person, under the school law, 
who has the authority to pass upon such question is the Super- 
intendent of Public Instruction, and the matter must be brought 
before him either by an appeal from the action of the meeting or 
by a submission to him of said question upon an agreed state- 
ment of facts, signed by the contesting parties. 

I find and decide that the appellant herein, William F. Strot- 
hoff, was, upon the second ballot for trustee had and taken at 


~ 


212 DEPARTMENT oF Pusuiic INSTRUCTION 


said annual meeting in said school district No. 4, town of Lloyd, 
duly and legally elected trustee of said district, he having re- 
ceived a majority of the votes cast on said second ballot; that 
all proceedings had and taken by said meeting in the election of 
a trustee of said district after said second ballot were illegal and 
void. 

The appeal herein is sustained. 

It is ordered, That all proceedings had and taken at said an- 
nual meeting, held on August 6, 1895, in school district No. 4, 
town of Lloyd, Ulster county, in the election of a trustee of said 
district, after the second ballot taken for trustee; and especially 
the ballot taken for trustee by order of the chairman of said meet- 
ing in which fifteen votes were alleged to have been cast, and of 
which it was alleged one J. E. Bennett received eight, and the 
appellant herein, William F. Strothoff, received seven, be, and 
they are, and each’of them is, vacated and set aside as illegal and 
void. 


No. 4391 
In the Matter of the Appeal of Warren H. Bacon from Proceed- 
ings of Annual School Meeting held August 6, 1895, in Union 
Free School District No. 2, Towns of Oppenheim and Manheim, 
Counties of Fulton and Herkimer, in voting to raise by tax the 
sum of $8,158. 

Where, in a union free school district, atZan annual or special meeting held therein, all proposi_ 
tions arising at said meeting involving the expenditure of money or authorizing the levy of a 
tax or taxes, either in one sum or by installments, the vote thereon must be taken by ballot, 
or ascertained by taking and recording the ayes and noes of such qualified voters attending 
and voting at such meeting. A tax-list issued by a board of education ofa union free school 


district to collect any sum of money, where the authorization to levy the tax was by viva 
voce vote or taken by acclamation, will be set aside upon appeal. 


(Decided October 12, 1895.) 
Jones & Townsend, attorneys for appellant. 
Edward A. Brown, attorney for respondent. 


This appeal is brought from the proceedings had and taken at 
the annual school meeting held on August 6, 1895, in Union Free 
School District No. 2, towns of Oppenheim and Manheim, coun- 
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ties of Fulton and Herkimer, in voting to levy by tax the sum of 
$8,158, the appellant alleging in his appeal that the vote upon 
the propositions involving the expenditure of said sum of $8,158, 
or authorizing the levy of a tax or taxes for said sum, was not 
taken in accordance with the provisions contained in section 10, 
article 2, title 8, of the Consolidated School Law of 1894, chapter 
556 of the Laws of 1894. , 

The board of education of said district has made answer to 
said appeal. 

From the papers presented herein it appears: That at said 
annual school meeting held in said Union Free Schoo! District 
No. 2, Oppenheim and Manheim, after the organization of said 
meeting, the board of education presented to said meeting a 
detailed statement in writing of the amount of money that would 
be required for the ensuing school year for school purposes in 
said district (exclusive of public moneys), pursuant to the pro- 
yisions contained in section 18, article 4, title 8, of chapter 556, of 
the Laws of 1894; that in said statement the sum required for 
teachers’ wages was $7,500, of which $850 was for a kindergarten 
school, $708 was for a bond of $600 becoming due, and interest 
$108, and that $2,100 was for janitor and other contingent ex- 
penses, making a total of $10,308, from which was deducted pub- 
lic money estimated at $1,300, and $1,000 to be received from the 
Dolgeville School Society, a total of $2,300, leaving the amount 
to be raised by tax $8,008; that after the presentation of said 
statement to said meeting the appellant herein claimed and 
stated that said school district had no legal authority to main- 
tain a free kindergarten school therein, and demanded that the 
items in said statement for the maintenance of said school, 
amounting to $850, should be voted upon separately from the 
_ other items contained in said statement; that thereupon, with 
the consent of the voters attending at said meeting, said board 
of education withdrew said statement and amended the same by 
striking out said items amounting to $850 for the maintenance 
of said free kindergarten school, and then presented to said meet- 
ing said statement so amended, by which the gross sum of $7,158 
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was necessary to be raised by tax, instead of said sum of $8,008; 
that thereupon a resolution in writing was offered that said sum 
of $7,158 be raised for the purposes mentioned in said statement 
and authorizing the levy of a tax for said sum and declared 
adopted; that the vote upon said resolution and authorizing said 
tax was taken by acclamation or viva voce and not by ballot, or 
ascertained by taking and recording the ayes and noes of the 
qualified voters attending and voting at said meeting; that prior 
to said annual school meeting, a society incorporated under the 
name of the Dolgeville School Society had promised to contrib- 
ute the sum of $1,000 to said board of education to be used toward 
the expenses in maintaining the school in said district, and after 
the sum of $850 for the support of a free kindergarten school was 
stricken out, the president of said society stated to said meet- 
ing that said society would not contribute said sum of $1,000 
for the support of said school as proposed, but would use the 
same in maintaining a free kindergarten school; that thereupon 
said board of education stated to said meeting that it would, by 
reason of the announcement of the president of said society, be 
necessary to raise by tax the sum of $1,000 for teachers’ -wages 
and contingent expenses in addition to the aforesaid sum of 
$7,158, and a resolution was offered in writing that said sum of 
$1,000 be raised for the purposes aforesaid and authorizing the 
levy of a tax for said sum of $1,000 and declared adopted, but the 
vote upon such resolution and authorizing said tax was taken by 
acclamation or viva voce, and not by ballot, or ascertained by 
taking and recording the ayes and noes of the qualified voters 
attending and voting at said meeting. 

On September 21, 1895, upon the petition of the appellant 
herein showing that said board of education were preparing a 
tax-list for the collection of said sum of $8,158, I made an or- 
der staying all further proceedings on the part of said board of 
education, its officers, ete., in preparing or making or completing 
a tax-list or assessment for the collection of said sum of $8,158 or 
any part thereof and delivering any tax-list and assessment and 
warrant to the collector of said district until the hearing and 
decision by me of the appeal herein. 
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In the answer herein, verified on September 28, 1895, it is al- 
leged that said sums so voted at said annual meeting have been 
duly assessed and the tax-list and warrant delivered to the col- 
lector of said school district. 

The appellant and respondent herein agree that the vote upon 
the resolutions authorizing the levy of a tax for $7,158 and $1,000 
respectively was by acclamation or viva voce. There is a con- 
tention as to whether or not the appellant herein, after the elimi- 
nation of the sum of $850 from the statement, demanded that a 
vote be taken separately upon each of the items in the amended 
statement, and such vote be by ballot or ascertained by taking 
and recording the ayes and noes of the qualified voters attending 
and voting at said meeting; but in my view of the disposition 
that should be made of the appeal herein it is not material 
whether or not the appellant did make such demand. 

In section 10, article 2, title 8, of chapter 556, of the Laws of 
1894, itis enacted: “On all propositions arising at said meetings 
involving the expenditure of money, or authorizing the levy of a 
tax or taxes in one sum or by installments, the vote thereon shall 
be by ballot, or ascertained by taking and recording the ayes and 
noes of such qualified voters attending and voting at such meet- 
ings.” 

In section 11, article 2, title 8, of chapter 556, of the Laws of 
1894, it is enacted, “Any moneys required to pay teachers’ wages 
in a union free school or in the academic department thereof, 
after the due application of the school moneys thereto, shall be 
raised by tax.” 

Under the school law it is the duty of boards of education of 


‘union free school districts, at the annual meeting, to present a 


detailed statement in writing of the amount of money which will 
be required for the ensuing year for school purposes, exclusive of 
the public moneys, specifying the several purposes for which it 
will be required, and the amount for each; that after the presenta- 


tion of such statement the question shall be taken upon voting 
- the necessary taxes to meet the estimated expenditures, and when 


demanded by any voter present, the question shall be taken 
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upon each item separately and the inhabitants may increase 
the amount of any estimated expenditures or reduce the same, 
except for teachers’ wages, and the ordinary contingent expenses 
of the school or schools (see section 18 and section 19, article 4, 
title 8, chapter 556, of the Laws of 1894). 

It appears the respondent herein fully complied with the school 
law in making to said annual school meeting the statement re- 
quired by section 18, article 4, title 8, of the Consolidated School 
Law. It does not clearly appear whether a demand was made 
by the appellant or any other qualified voter at said meeting, 
that the question should be taken upon each item in said state- 
ment separately, or upon one or more specific items therein, and 
that such demand was refused by the chairman of said meeting. 
It is clearly established that said meeting in voting to author- 
ize the levy of a tax for $7,158 and $1,000 respectively did not 
comply with the provisions contained in section 10, article 2, title 
8, of the Consolidated School Law of 1894, above quoted, and 
hence such action of the meeting was illegal and void, and no 
authorization to levy such tax was legally made, and the respond- 
ent, said board of education, had no legal authority to assess such 
tax, or to deliver any such tax-list and assessment to the collector 
of said district with its warrant for the collection of said tax, and 
said tax-list or assessmnent and warrant are, and each of them is, 
illegaland void. As to the items in said statement of said board 
presented to said meeting, viz.: Bonds due October 1, 1895, $600; 
interest on $1,800, $108, they were properly inserted in said state- 
ment for the information of the voters of said district that it was 
necessary to raise by tax said sum of $708 for the purposes stated. 
The said board could legally insert said sum in the tax-list made 
and issued by it without authorization of said meeting I assume 
that the school district had heretofore voted to levy by tax a cer- 
tain sum named, and that said sum be levied by installments; 
that the board had issued bonds for such sum, and that one of 
said bonds for $600 would become due on October 1, 1895, with 
interest upon that bond and the bonds outstanding. The district 
having voted the tax and that it be levied by installments the 
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board had the legal authority, and it is its duty, to include the 
sum necessary to pay the bonds becoming due and interest grow- 
ing due, in their tax-list and assessment and no vote of the dis- 
trict to do so is required, as such authority was given when the 
tax was first voted. 

The appeal herein is sustained. 

It is ordered, That all proceedings had and taken at the annual 
school meeting, held on August 6, 1895, in Union Free School Dis- 
trict No. 2, towns of Oppenheim and Manheim, counties of Fulton 
and Herkimer, in voting to authorize the levy of a tax for $7,158 
and $1,000 respectively, are, and each of them is, hereby vacated 
and set aside as illegal and void. 

It is further ordered, That the tax-list and assessment and war- 
rant issued by the board of education of said Union Free School 
District No. 2, to the collector of said district, assessing said sum 
of $8,158, and directing its collection, be, and the same are, and 
each of them is, vacated and set aside as illegal and void. 


No. 4392 


In the Matter of the Appeal of H. H. Wenpetx and others, from 
Proceedings of Annual School Meeting held on August 6, 1895, 
in District No. 3, Town of Herkimer, Herkimer County, in elec- 
tion of trustee. 

When at any school district meeting for the election of officers said meeting has voted to pro 
ceed to ballot for a trustee or other officer, votes cast for said officer having the name of some 
person thereon, but not having written thereon the name of the office for which the person is 
voted for, said ballot is a legal ballot. The mere circumstance that improper votes are 
received at an election will not vitiate it. The fact must be shown affirmatively that a suflicient 
number of improper votes were received for the successful ticket to reduce it to a minority if 
they had been rejected ; or the election must stand. A party knowing a person to be unquali- 


fied and permitting him or her to vote without challenge will not be allowed on appeal to 
object to the proceedings of the meeting because said unqualified person participated therein , 


(Decided October 12, 1895.) 
W. C. Prescott, attorney for respondent. 
The appellants in the above-entitled matter appeal from so 


much of the proceedings of the annual school meeting, held in dis- 
trict No. 3, town of Herkimer, Herkimer county, had and taken in 
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the election of a trustee, and from the election of Miss Kate Coffin 
_as trustee of said district, and allege that her election was illegal. 

The grounds, as alleged in the appeal, upon which the election 
of Miss Coffin as trustee is claimed not to have been legal, are, in 
substance, that illegal votes were cast for her, and she did not 
receive a majority of the votes of the qualified voters cast at 
such election; that one Charles Ely was prevented from voting 
for the appellant, H. H. Wendell, who was one of the candidates 
for the office of trustee; that no notice was given of the closing 
of the polls, and that the ballots cast did not designate the office 
for which the persons written thereon respectively were voted 
for. 

The appeal is signed and verified by sixteen persons, seven of 
whom were not present at said annual school meeting, and an- 
nexed to the appeal are two affidavits in support of the alle- 
gations contained in said appeal. Miss Kate Coffin has answered 
said appeal, denying the allegations, in the appeal that she did 
not receive a majority of the legal votes cast at said meeting for 
the office of trustee, and was not legally elected trustee of said 
district; denying the allegation that one Charles Ely was pre- 
vented from voting for trustee at said meeting, and denying the 
allegation that no notice was given of the closing of the polls in 
the election of trustee. To her answer are annexed the affidavits 
of thirteen persons in support of the statements made in said an- 
swer. 

To said answer the appellants have made a reply. The fol- 
lowing facts are established: 

That the annual school meeting in district No. 3, town of 
Herkimer, Herkimer county, was held on August 6, 1895, and was 
duly organized by the election of George P. Gunn as chairman; 
C. W. Arnolds, district clerk, acting as clerk; that Eddy J. Clark 
and John W. Coffin were duly appointed inspectors of election; 
that the appellant, H. H. Wendell, and respondent, Miss Kate 
Coffin, were each nominated for the office of trustee and a ballot 
for trustee was taken, said inspectors of election receiving a bal- 
lot from each of the persons offering to vote and the name of 
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each person whose vote was received was recorded by the district 
clerk upon the poll-list kept by him; that two persons offering to 
vote for trustee were challenged, viz.: M. J. Richards and Alice 
Ely, each of whom made the declaration required by the school 


‘law, and the vote of each was received; that after the ballots of 


those desiring to vote were received the chairman asked if all had 
voted who desired, and hearing no response, declared the polls 
closed; that the votes cast were then canvassed by said inspectors 
of election, and the result, as announced to the meeting by the 
clerk at the request of the chairman, was as follows: Whole 
number of votes cast, twenty-five, of which Miss Kate Coffin re- 
ceived fifteen and H. H. Wendell ten. 

Tt also appears that the ballots for trustee were written, and 


_ upon about three were the words “For Trustee, H. H. Wendell,” 


but the words “For Trustee” were not upon the other twenty-two 
votes; that upon said ballots were written respectively, “Mr. 
Wendel,” “Mr. Wendal,” “Mr. Windel,” ““Windell,” “H. Windell,” 
“Miss Kate Coffin,” “Miss Coffin,” “IK. Coffin,” “Kate Coffin” and 
“Cate Coffin ;” that there were residing in said district at the time 
of said annual school meeting therein two persons by the name 
of Wendell, viz.: Herman H. Wendell and Earl D. Wendell, and 
two unmarried ladies by the name of Coffin, viz.: Kate Coffin and 
Emma Coffin, who are sisters, and Kate Coffin being the elder is 
known as Miss Coffin. 

It is admitted by the respondent that Mrs. Joseph Dudleston, 
Mrs. J. A. Shaw, Mrs. G. P. Gunn, Mrs. Walter Davidson and Mrs. 
Jennie Worden, whose votes were received for the office of trus- 
tee at said annual meeting, were not, nor was either of them, qual- 
ified to vote at said meeting; and it is established that Jennie 
Worden voted for the appellant, Wendell, and the four other 
ladies voted for the respondent, Kate Coffin. The appellants 
have failed to establish that Alice Ely, whose vote was chal- 
lenged, but who made the declaration and voted, was not qualified 
to vote at said meeting. 

The appellants herein have failed to establish the allegation 
made by them that said Charles Ely was prevented from voting 
at said meeting. 
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By subdivision 4, of section 14, article 1, title 7, of the Consoli- 
dated School Law of 1894, it is enacted that the ballots for school 
district officers shall be written or printed or partly written and 
partly printed, containing the name of the person voted for and 
designating the office for which each is voted for. The words 
“designating the office for which each is voted for” applies when 
at a district meeting for the election of officers persons for more 
than one office are to be elected, i. e., for a trustee, district clerk, 
etc., and upon one ballot, and is not intended to apply in a case 
where a ballot is ordered for the election of a trustee. At the 
annual meeting in said district No. 3, Herkimer, a ballot was or- 
dered for the election of a trustee and the voters present were in- 
formed and knew that only a trustee of the district was to be 
voted for, and no one was misled. A vote cast in such ballot 
having upon it the name of a person and without the words “For 
Trustee” thereon, was a legal ballot under the school law. The 
votes cast were properly canvassed and counted for Miss Kate 
Coffin, and H. H. Wendell respectively for trustee. But two 
persons were put in nomination for trustee, to wit, said Miss Kate | 
Coffin and H. H. Wendell, and such persons were well known to 
the voters present, and it was clearly the intention of each person 
who voted, to vote for the one or the other of the two persons 
nominated, and it was the duty of the inspectors of election in 
canvassing the votes cast to ascertain that intent and to count 
such ballots as such voters intended, whether the ballot had H. 
H. Wendell, Wendel or Mr. Wendell, or Miss Kate Coffin, Kate 
Coffin, or Miss Coffin thereon. No one of the five persons who, it 
is admitted, voted at said meeting for trustee, and who, it is also 
admitted, were not qualified voters in the district, were chal- 
lenged when offering to vote. This Department has held that 
“A party knowing a person to be unqualified and permitting him 
to vote without challenge will not be allowed to object to the 
proceedings of the meeting because said unqualified person par- 
ticipated in them.” 

The Supreme Court of this State held, in ex parte Murphy and 
others, 7 Cowen, 153, that the mere circumstance that improper 
votes are received at an election will not vitiate it. The fact 
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should be shown aftirmatively that a sufficient number of im- 
proper votes were received for the successful ticket, to reduce it 
toa minority if they had been rejected; or the election shall stand. 
The Court of Appeals in the People v. Pease, 27 N. Y., page 57, 
said: “It is a paradox to say that a vote can be given by one not 
a voter, and as it is the greatest number of votes which elects a 
candidate and gives title to the office, it follows logically that 
those ballots given or handed in by persons not voters are not 
votes and cannot, therefore, be rightfully estimated or have any 
influence upon the result.” Judge Andrews of the Court of Ap- 
peals said in the People ex rel. Frost v. Wilson, 62 N. Y., page 
179: “The forty-three votes cast by persons not registered were 
plainly illegal. If, however, they are taken from the vote of the 
defendant the result would not be changed, and for this reason 
the fact that they were illegally received is immaterial.” It is 
conceded that twenty-five votes were received at said annual- 
meeting for trustee, of which the appellant, Wendell, received 
ten and the respondent, Coffin, received 15. It is admitted that 
five votes were received from persons not qualified voters at such 
meeting, one of which was for the appellant, Wendell, and four 
for the respondent, Coffin. The five illegal votes must be de- 
ducted from the twenty-five votes received, leaving twenty legal 
votes cast for trustee. Of said five illegal votes one was for the 
appellant, Wendell, and four were for the respondent, Coffin. It 
follows, therefore, of the twenty legal votes cast the respondent, 
Coffin, received eleven and the appellant, Wendell, nine, and that 
the respondent, Coffin, having received a majority of the legal 
votes cast was duly and legally elected trustee of said district. 

Admitting for the purpose of argument only, that Miss Alice 
Ely, who voted for the respondent, Coffin, was not a qualified 
voter, the whole number of legal votes cast would be nineteen, 
of which the respondent, Coffin, received ten and the appellant, 
Wendell, nine, giving a majority of one to the respondent, Coffin, 
who thereby was duly and legally elected trustee. The burden is 
‘upon the appellants herein to sustain their appeal by a prepon- 
derance of proof, and in this they have failed. 

The appeal herein is dismissed. 
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No. 4395 
In the Matter of the Appeal of Tuomas H. Kavanauen from Pro- 
ceedings of Annual School Meeting held on August 6, 1895, in 
District No. 10, Town of Livonia, Livingston County, in the 
election of a trustee. 


The method of school meetings in the election of district officers when but one candidate for an 
office is presented of authorizing the clerk or some other person to cast a ballot for such candi- 
date is not approved and is not deemed to be an election of such officer by ballot as required 
by the provisions of the school law. The polls should be open for the reception of ballots for 
each of the officers to be elected and the vote of every qualified voter who presents his or her 
vote should be received. It is optional with any voter whether he or she will vote, and when 
but one candidate is presented for an office and it is apparent that all the qualified voters 
present desire his or her election and the poll is open and balloting has commenced, after all 
have voted who wish the ballot may be closed by unanimous vote of those present and the 
vote canvassed and the vote announced. 


(Decided October 17, 1895.) 


The appeal in the above-entitled matter appears to be intended 
as an appeal from the election of one P. G. Frutchey, as trustee 
of school district No. 10, town of Livonia, Livingston county, at 
the annual meeting of the district held on August 6, 1895. 

The appellant, as stated in his appeal, appeals from the pro- 
ceedings and decision of the chairman of said annual meeting, 
cne George L. McDonald, alleging that said chairman’s name does 
not appear on the assessment roll, and said chairman did not send 
children to school in said district; that at said meeting, under the 
head of “nominations in order for trustee” a Mr. Frutchey was 
nominated for trustee, and a motion was then made and seconded 
that the secretary be empowered to cast one ballot for Mr. Frut- 
chey; that the appellant herein moved to amend said motion that 
we proceed to ballot for trustee, and the amendment was declared 
lost by the chairman; that the chairman did not put the original 
motion but ordered the secretary to cast one ballot for said Frut- 
chey against the remonstrance of the appellant and other legal 
voters present at said meeting. The contention of the appellant, 
as stated by him in his appeal is, that the chairman not being a 
legal voter, disqualified him as chairman, and his ruling made a 
material difference in the conduct of said meeting under the stat- 
ute; that under the school law, all district officers shall be elected 
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by ballot, and the chairman shall declare to the meeting the re- 


— sult of each ballot as announced by the inspectors, etc.; that the 


defeat of the amendment of the appellant, asking that the meet- 
ing proceed to ballot for trustee, did not amount to the election 
of a trustee, as it simply asked that the meeting proceed to elect 
officers as required by the statute, and in the event of any officer 
being elected in any other manner, said election must necessarily 
be void. 

No copy of the proceedings of said annual meeting accompa- 
nied the appeal nor is there any afiidavit in support of said ap- 
peal annexed thereto or presented therewith. 

One Wilbor C. Turner, claiming to be the clerk of said school 
district has filed an answer to said appeal, which answer consists 
of a verified copy of the proceedings of said annual meeting, and 
annexed is an affidavit, signed and sworn to by seven persons who 
allege they are legal voters of said district, and attended said 
annual meeting, and that said minutes of said meeting are cor- 
rect to the best of their memory and belief. 

By said copy of the minutes of the proceedings of said annual 
meeting it appears that said meeting was called to order by the 
elerk of the district for the preceding school year, and that L. M. 
Coe was nominated as chairman, but he declining to act, one 
George L. McDonald was nominated and elected chairman; that 
W. C. Turner was elected district clerk and L. H. Chamberlin 
collector; that a motion was made and seconded that the clerk 
cast one ballot for P. G. Frutchey for trustee, which motion was 
amended so as to read “that the meeting proceed to ballot for trus- 
tee” and such amendment was lost; that the original motion, that 
the clerk cast one ballot for P. G. Frutchey for trustee, was unan- 
imously carried, and the said clerk cast a ballot for said Frutchey 
for trustee who was declared elected by the chairman, and there- 
upon the meeting adjourned. 

The burden is upon the appellant to establish his appeal by a 
preponderance of proof. 

The appellant has failed to sustain his allegation in the appeal 
that the chairman of said meeting was not a qualified voter of 
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the district. It was incumbent upon the appellant herein, in 
charging that said chairman was not a qualified voter in said dis- 
trict to show by evidence the lack of qualifications on the part of 
said chairman in such terms as necessarily to exclude every pre- 
sumption that he could be qualified under either of the heads 
stated in section 11, article 1, title 7, of the Consolidated School 
Law of 1894. The appellant alleges in his appeal that the “chair- 
man’s name does not appear on the assessment roll and said chair- 
man does not send children to school in this district.” A person 
whose name does not appear on the assessment roll and does not 
send children to school in his district may notwithstanding be a 
qualified voter in the district under the provisions of said section 
11, above cited. Under the provisions of the Consolidated School 
Act of 1864, chapter 555, of the Laws of 1864, prior to April 29, 
1893, no method was prescribed as to the election of school dis- 
trict officers, except in districts having more than three hundred 
children. By chapter 500, of the Laws of 1893, which was approy- 
ed by the Governor on April 29, 1893, and became operative on 
that date, subdivision 4, of section 16, of title 7, of said 
chapter 555, of the Laws of 1864 was amended requiring that such 
district officers shall be elected by ballot. Section 14, article 1, 
title 7, of the Consolidated School Law of 1894, chapter 556 of the 
Laws of 1894, which took effect on June 30, 1894, enacts that all 
such district officers shall be elected by ballot and prescribes the 
manner in which such elections shall be conducted. ; 

It does not appear that at said annual school meeting in said 
district that a suitable ballot box was provided by the trustee, 
nor that two inspectors of election were appointed in the manner 
determined by the meeting, nor that a poll-list was kept contain- 
ing the name of every person whose vote was received was kept 
by the district clerk or the clerk for the time of the meeting, nor 
that written or printed or partly written and partly printed bal- 
lots containing the name of the persons voted for for the respec- 
tive offices of trustee, district clerk and collector were cast by the 
qualified voters of the district present at such meeting and desir- 
ing ta vote, nor that any such vote was canvassed by such inspec- 
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tors of election and the result of the ballot announced to the 
chairman of the meeting, and by said chairman to the meeting. 
The copy of the proceedings of said meeting, as set out in the an- 
swer to the appeal, fails to state that two inspectors of election 
were appointed or that a poll-list was kept. It is stated that W. 
C. Turner was elected clerk and L. H. Chamberlin was elected col- 
lector, but it does not state how either of them was elected. The 
statement therein relative to the election of a trustee is as follows: 
“A motion was made and seconded ‘that the clerk cast one ballot 
for P. G. Frutchey for trustee for one year,’ which motion was 
amended so as to read, ‘that the meeting proceed to ballot for 
trustee.’ The amendment was lost. The original motion ‘that 
the clerk cast one ballot for P. G. Frutchey for trustee for one 
year’ was then unanimously carried, whereupon the clerk cast 
a ballot for P. G. Frutchey for trustee, who was declared elected 
by the chairman.” 

The appellant alleges that under the head “nominations in or- 
der for trustee” said Frutchey was nominated by one of the voters 
present for trustee, and then a motion was made and seconded 
that the secretary be empowered to cast one ballot for said Frut- 
chey, whereupon the appellant made the following amendment 
to said motion, viz.: “that we proceed to ballot for trustee;” that 
the chairman declared the motion lost; that neither at that time, 
nor at any other time during the meeting did the chairman put 
the original motion to vote, but ordered the secretary to cast 
one ballot for Mr. Frutchey, notwithstanding an exception was 
then taken by the appellant and by other legal voters present. 
It will be seen that the only conflict between the appellant and 
respondent as to what actually occurred relative to the election 
of trustee, is as to whether or not the chairman, after announc- 
ing the defeat of the amendment offered by the appellant, put 
to vote the original motion. The respondent admits that the elec- 
tion of a trustee was not had and conducted as required by sec- 
tion 14, of article 1, title 7, of the Consolidated School Law of 1894, 
above cited; he admits that a motion was made and entertained 


by the chairman that the clerk cast one ballot for said Frutchey 
15 , 
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for trustee, and that the appellant offered an amendment, that 
the meeting proceed to ballot for trustee. Under the provisions 
of the school law every qualified voter present at any school dis- 
trict meeting at which an election of a district officer or officers 
is had, has the right to vote for the person or persons he desires 
to fill such office or offices, and neither the chairman of the meet- 
ing nor any voter or voters present has or have the legal power, 
directly or indirectly, to deprive him or her of such right. 

The method of school meetings in the election of district offi- 
cers, when but one candidate for an office is presented, of author- 
izing the clerk or some other person, to cast a ballot for such can- 
didate, is not approved, and is not deemed to be an election .of 
such officer by ballot as required by the provisions of the school 
law. In a few instances in which it has been indisputably es- 
tablished that all the voters present desired the election of a 
person nominated for a district office, and no voter asked that a 
ballot be taken I have sustained such election; but I am satisfied 
that even when there is no question but that the voters present 
at a meeting are uanimously in favor of a candidate for a district 
office, that to comply with the provisions of section 14, of article 
1, title 7, of the Consolidated School Law of 1894, the polls should 
be open for the reception of ballots for said office, and the vote 
of every qualified voter who presented his or_her vote should be 
received. It is optional with the qualified voter whether he will 
vote, and when but one candidate is presented for an office and it 
is apparent that all the qualified voters desire his or her election, 
and the poll is open and balloting has commenced, and all have 
voted who wish, by unanimous consent of the voters present, the 
ballot may be closed, and the votes canvassed and the result an- 
nounced. 

From the papers presented in the appeal herein I am satisfied 
that it was not the unanimous wish of the qualified voters present 
at said annual meeting in said district that Frutchey be elected 
trustee of said district, and that the appellant herein by his said 
motion, or amendment to a motion, to the effect that the meet- 
ing proceed to ballot for trustee, was a request upon his part that 
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a ballot be taken for trustee under the provisions of the school 
law, and such request should have been complied with. 

I find and decide that said P. G. Frutchey was not legally elect- 
ed as trustee of said district at said annual meeting, nor was said 
Wilbor C. Turner legally elected district clerk of said district, 
nor was L, H. Chamberlin legally elected collector of said district. 

The appeal herein is sustained. 

It is ordered, That all proceedings had and taken at said an- 
nual school meeting, held on August 6, 1895, in said district No. 
10, town of Livonia, Livingston county, relating to the election 
of a trustee district clerk and collector of said district, and of each 
of them, be, and the same are, and each of them is, vacated and 
set aside. 

It is further ordered, That the trustee of said district in office 
at the time said annual school meeting in said district convened, 
be, and he hereby is, authorized and directed to call a special 
meeting of the inhabitants of said district qualified to vote at 
school meetings of said district for the purpose of electing 
a district clerk, a collector and a trustee of said district for the 
present school year. 


No. 4397 
In the Matter of the Election of School District Ofticers in School 
District No. 8, Town of Hounsfield, Jefferson County. 


At an annual.school meeting the several district officers were declared elected upon a vote for 
each taken by acclamation or viva voce and not by{ballot. That the trustees elect, assuming 
that said election was not legal, called a special meeting of the district for the election of such 
district officers; that at such special election some person other than the one assumed to be 
elected at the annual meeting was elected trustee. Held, that at the annual meeting the dis- 
trict officers were elected by the form or color of an election and as such were entitled to per- 
form the duties of their respective offices until by an order of the State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction such election was declared illegal and void. ‘Chat the special meeting held 
in said district was illegal and void. That the election of said district officers was vacated and 
set aside, and a special meeting of the district called for the election of said officers, excepting 
for the office of librarian. ‘hat the trustee, under the school law, must appoint the hbrarian. 


(Decided October 18, 1895.) 

In the above-entitled matter Levi Bowles and George W. Stet- 
son each claiming to have been legally elected trustee of school 
district No. 8, town of Hounsfield, Jefferson county, have present- 
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ed to me an agreed statement of facts, signed by them, as to the 
proceedings taken relative to the election of school officers in said 
district, and have submitted the same to me for my consideration 
and decision. 

The following is a statement of the facts as so agreed upon: 

On August 6, 1895, the annual school meeting was held in said 
school district No. 8, town of Hounsfield, Jefferson county. Jef- 
ferson Baker was elected chairman and George H. Weaver acted 
as clerk; a vote was taken by acclamation and the following nam- 
ed persons were declared elected as officers of said school distriet, 
viz: George H. Weaver district clerk, Samuel Hicks collector, 
Levi Bowles trustee, and Lester Lamson librarian; that after the 
meeting had adjourned, Mr. Bowles was informed by one or more 
electors of said district that the election of the said persons by 
acclamation, as such school district officers, was not a legal elec- - 
tion, and that they should have been elected by ballot; that after 
considering the matter Mr. Bowles announced that he thought 
the proper course to pursue was to call a special meeting of the 
district for the purpose of electing thereat by ballot the officers 
of the district for the school year and suggested to Mr. Weaver, 
the clerk, that he call such special meeting; that such special 
meeting was called and held and at said meeting George W. Stet- 
son was declared elected trustee by ballot; that three ballots for 
trustee were had at such meeting each of which resulted as fol- 
lows: First ballot, whole number of votes cast was eleven, of 
which Levi Bowles received three, William Dunbar four and 
George W. Stetson four; second ballot, whole number of votes 
cast was eleven, of which Levi Bowles received two, William Dun- 
bar four and George W. Stetson five; third ballot, whole number 
of votes received was eleven, of which William Dunbar received 
four and George W. Stetson seven; that at said special meeting 
the other district officers were not balloted for and no action was 
taken thereat to declare such other officers elected; that at the 
annual school meeting there was no dissenting vote against any 
of the candidates named. 

Levi Bowles claims to be de facto trustee of said district, and 
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George W. Stetson claims that he is the lawfully elected trustee 
of said district. 

By section 14, of article 1, title 7, of the Consolidated School 
Law of 1894, chapter 556 of the Laws of 1894, the annual school 
meeting held in said school district had the power, and it was 
its duty, to appoint a chairman of the meeting and if the district 
clerk was absent, to appoint a clerk for the meeting; to elect a 
trustee, a district clerk and a collector; that all such district offi- 
cers should be elected by ballot; that the trustee should have pro- 
vided a suitable ballot box; that two inspectors of election should 
have been appointed in such manner as the meeting determined, 
who should have received the votes cast, and canvassed the same, 
and announced the result to the chairman; a poll-list containing 
the name of every person whose vote was received should have 
been kept by the district clerk, or the clerk for the time of the 
meeting; that such voters should have used ballots written or 
printed, or partly written and partly printed, containing the name 
of the person voted for, and if said meeting decides to vote for 
all of such officers upon one ballot, designating on said ballot the 
office for each person named on said ballot was voted for; that the 
chairman should have declared to the meeting the result of each 
ballot as announced to him by the inspectors, and the persons hav- 
ing the majority of the votes respectively, for the several offices, 
should have been elected. 

It appears, from said statement of facts, that said annual meet- 
ing complied with the provisions of law above cited in electing a 
chairman and having the district clerk act as clerk of the meet- 
ing; but in all other matters there was a total disregard of the 
said provisions. No ballot was had for any of the district offi- 
cers and none of such district officers were legally elected. Said 
meeting had no legal authority to elect a librarian, as by the pro- 
visions of section 2, of title 13, of said Consolidated School Law 
of 1894, the trustee of the school district shall appoint a teacher 
of the school of the district as librarian of the school library. 

The only person authorized under the school law to render a 
decision as to whether a school district officer is or school district 
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officers are legally elected is the State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, and the matter can be brought to him for decision 
either by an appeal from the proceedings of the district meet- 
ing taken in such election, or by submitting the question te him 
for decision upon an agreed statement of facts, signed by the con- 
testing parties. Mr. Bowles had not, nor had any other officer 
cr voter of said district, the legal authority to assume or decide 
that the election of district officers at said annual meeting was il- 
legal, and to call a special meeting for the purpose of electing 
such district officers or any of them. The speciai meeting called 
and held after said annual meeting, for the purpose of electing 
officers of said district, was illegal, and all proceedings had and 
taken thereat were illegal and void. . 

‘This Department has uniformly held that when at a school dis- 
trict meeting, district officers are elected by the form or color of 
an election, but not in accordance with the provisions of the 
school law, that the said officers so elected are de facto officers, 
and are authorized and empowered to perform all the duties im- 
posed upon them respectively by law, until by an order of the 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction the election of said 
officers or any of them, is declared to be illegal and void. The 
persons elected to the respective district offices by the color or 
form of an election at said annual meeting, except the person 
elected librarian, became de facto officers, and all contracts made, 
or expenses incurred by them or any of them, authorized by 
law, are valid and a charge upon said district. 

As the special meeting held after the annual meeting was il- 
legal and void, Mr. Stetson, who claims to have been elected trus- 
tee at said meeting did not become by the action of said meeting 
a trustee either de facto or de jure, and hence had no authority 
whatever to do or perform any act as trustee of said district. 

It is ordered, That all action and proceedings had and taken at 
said special meeting held in said school district at which George 
W. Stetson claims to have been elected trustee of said district 
be, and the same are and each of them is, hereby vacated and set 
aside as illegal and void, 
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It is further ordered, That all proceedings had and taken at the 
annual school meeting, held in said district, relating to the elec- 
tion of trustee, district clerk, collector and librarian, or of any 
of them be, and the same are, and each of them is, hereby vacated 
and set aside, as illegal and void. 

It is further ordered, That George H. Weaver, the district clerk 
of said school district for the school year of 1894-5 be, and he here- 
py is, authorized and directed to call a special meeting of the in- 
habitants of said district, qualified to vote at its school meet- 
ings for the purpose of electing a district clerk, a collector and a 
trustee of said district for the present school year; that he cause 
a notice of said special meeting to be served upon each of the qual- 
ified voters of said district; that the proceedings of said special 
meeting when convened shall be in accordance with section .14, 
article 1, title 7, of the Consolidated School Law of 1894. 


No. 4399 
In the Matter of the Appeal of Detos Wenrworrn, A. M. Briss 
and Parmer Hess from Proceedings of Special School Meeting 
held on September 6, 1895, in District No. 6, Town of German 
Flats, Herkimer County. 


Where the clerk of a school district did not serve or attempt to serve the notices of a special 


meeting called for September 6, 1895, until September 2, 1895; Held, that no lawful notice of 
said meeting was served upon the qualified voters of said district, and said special meeting was 
illegal and void. 

(Decided October 31, 1895.) 

This appeal is taken from the action of a special school meet- 
ing held on September 6, 1895, in school district No. 6, town of 
German Flats, Herkimer county, in the election of a trustee of 
said district. ; 

Two grounds are alleged in said appeal as reasons why said 
appeal is brought, viz: First, that said school meeting, being a 
special school meeting, was not legally called, and that notice 
of said meeting was not legally served upon the inhabitants of 
said district qualified to vote at its school meetings; and second, 
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that persons not qualified voters of said district voted at said 
meeting. 

An answer has been made by Thomas Muldoon to said appeal, 
and to’ the answer the appellants have filed a reply, and to the 
reply the respondent has filed a rejoinder. 

The following facts are established: 

That at the annual school meeting held in said district on 
August 6, 1895, one James Golden was elected trustee; that sub- 
sequently and prior to August 31, 1895, said Golden sent his res- 
ignation of said office of trustee to Ellis D. Elwood, School Com- 
missioner, and said Elwood accepted said resignation and sent 
to one James M. Petrie, the district clerk of said district, an order 
to call a special meeting of said district to be held on the even- 
ing of September 6, 1895, for the election of a trustee to fill the va- 
cancy in said office by reason of the said resignation of Golden; 
that said order was received by said Petrie on August 31, 1895, 
but (as Petrie alleges) too late for him to write out said notices 
and serve them on said August 31, 1895; that on September 2, 
1895, said Petrie, as said district clerk, served notice of said 
special meeting to be held on September 6, 1895, upon the inhab- 
itants of said district qualified to vote at the school meetings in 
said district. 

It clearly appears that said Petrie did not serve said notice of 
said special meeting for September 6, 1895, or attempt to serve 
said notice until September 2, 1895. 

Under section 6, of article 1, title 7, of the Consolidated School 
Law it is enacted that a notice of a special school meeting shall be 
served upon each inhabitant of the district qualified to vote at the 
school meetings therein in the manner prescribed in section 2, of 
said article and title at least five days before the day of meeting. 
In computing said time of five days the first day, i. e., the day on 
which the time begins to run, is to be excluded. Petrie, if he 
could not serve said notice on August 31, 1895, should have at 
once notified School Commissioner Elwood so that said Elwood 
could have fixed a later date for said special meeting. 

The provisions of section 7, article 1, title 7 , of said school law 
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enacting that the proceedings of no district meeting, annual or 
special, shall be held illegal for want of a due notice to all the per- 
sons qualified to vote thereat, unless it shall appear that the 
omission to give such notice was willful and fraudulent, is ap- 
plicable only where an attempt is made to give the notice required 
by law to any of the inhabitants, and through accident or mistake 
said legal notice was not served upon all of said inhabitants. In 
the appeal at bar Petrie made no attempt whatever to serve no- 
tice of said meeting until September 2, 1895. 

It appears that Golden resigned the office of trustee and for- 
warded such resignation to Commissioner Elwood, who accepted 
the same. Commissioner Elwood should have forwarded such 
resignation and his acceptance thereof to the district clerk Petrie 
whose duty is was to have filed the same in his office, and then, 
under subdivision 10, of article 4, title 7, of the Consolidated 
School Law, to call a special meeting of said district for the pur- 
pose of electing a trustee to fill such vacancy in said office. 

I am clearly of the opinion that said special meeting of said 
district was illegal and void for the reason that no legal notice of 
such meeting was served upon the inhabitants of said district 
qualified to vote at such school meetings therein. 

I do therefore find and decide that said special meeting held 
on September 6, 1895, in said district was not a legal school meet- 
ing for the reason that there was no legal service of a notice of 
said meeting upon the legal voters in said district, and that pro- 
ceedings had and taken at said meeting were illegal and void. 

In the view taken by me in the disposition of this appeal it is 
not necessary that I should examine or decide as to the second 
ground of appeal. 

For the information and guidance of the voters of said district 
I state that section 11, of article 1, title 7, of the Consolidated 
School Law prescribes the qualifications necessary to entitle a 
person to vote at school district meetings. 

By the provisions of said section, there are four classes of per- 
sons entitled to vote at school district meetings in this State: 
First, Every person of full age who is a citizen of the United 
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States and a resident of the district, and who has resided therein 
for a period of thirty days next preceding the meeting at which 
he or she offers to vote, and who owns or hires, or is in the pos- 
session under a contract of purchase, of real property in such dis- 
trict liable to taxation for school purposes. Second, Every resi- 
dent of the district, and who has resided therein for a period of 
thirty days next preceding the meeting at which he or she offers 
to vote, who is a citizen of the United States, twenty-one years 
of age, and who is a parent of a child of school age, provided such 
child shal] bave attended the district school (in the district in 
which the meeting is held), for a period of at least eight weeks 
within one year preceding such school meeting. Third, Every 
resident of the district, and who has resided therein for a period 
of thirty days next preceding the meeting at which he or she offers 
to vote, who is a citizen of the United States, twenty-one years 
of age, not being a parent, who shall have permanently residing 
with him or her a child of school age, which shall have attended 
the district school in said district for a period of at least eight 
weeks within one year preceding such school meeting. Fourth, 
Every resident of the district, and who has resided therein for 
a period of thirty days next preceding the meeting at which he or 
she offers to vote, who is a citizen of the United States, twenty- 
one years of age, who owns any personal property, assessed on 
the last preceding assessment roll of the town, exceeding fifty 
dollars in value, exclusive of such as is exempt from execution. 
In either of said classes the voter may be male or female. In 
the first, third and fourth classes, the voter may be either mar- 
ried or single. In the second class, both father and mother are 
entitled to vote. In the third class (cases of children residing 
with others than their parents), the phrase “him or her” in the 
statute must be held to limit the suffrage to one person only and 
that the head of the household. Therefore, where husband and 
wife, living together, have such a child or children residing with 
them, and are not the parents of such child or children, the wife is 
not on that account entitled to vote, although she may be a voter 
by reason of possessing one or more of the other qualifications 
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mentioned in the statute. Any person qualified as aforesaid to 
vote at any school meeting can vote upon all questions brought 
before the meeting for consideration including propositions to 
raise money by tax, ete., ete. 

1 further state that it is the duty of any legal voter at any school 
meeting when any person, whom he knows or has reason to be- 
lieve, is not a legal voter, offers his or her vote, to challenge such 
vote; that it is then the duty of the chairman of the meeting to 
require the person so offering to vote, to make the declaration con- 
tained in section 12, article 1, title 7, of said Consolidated School 
Law of 1894. Ifthe person makes the declaration his or her vote 
must be received; but if the person refuses to make the declara- 
tion his or her vote must be rejected. Any person who will- 
fully makes a false declaration shall be deemed guilty of a mis- 
demeanor. 

It does not appear from the papers herein that any person offer- 
ing to vote at such special meeting was challenged. This Depart- 
ment has held that a party knowing a person to be unqualified and 
permitting him or her to vote without challenge will not be al- 
lowed upon appeal, to object to the proceedings of the meeting 
because said unqualified person or persons participated in them. 

The appeal herein is sustained. 

It is ordered, That the special meeting held on September 6, 

1895, in school district No. 6, town of German Flats, Herkimer 
county, and all action and proceedings had and taken thereat be, 
and the same are, and each of them is, hereby vacated and set 
aside as illegal and void. 
‘It is further ordered, That the district clerk of said district call 
a special meeting of the inhabitants of said school district, qual- 
ified to vote at school meetings therein, and that personal service 
- of the notice of the time and place and object of said meeting, 
upon each qualified voter of said district be made at least six days 
prior to the time of said meeting, the business to be transacted 
at said special meeting being to elect a trustee of said district 
to fill the vacancy created by the resignation of said James 
Golden. 
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No. 4403 
In the Matter of the Appeal of Gxoren S. Gitterr and Ricnarp 
D. Osnorn, as Trustees of School District No. 11, Town of Wall- 
kill, Orange County, v. M. V. Saumaxer and G. A. Dgoxer. 


A contract entered into by a board consisting of two trustees on August 2, 1895, employing one 
Armstrong to teach the school in said district for forty weeks, commencing on the first week in 
September, 1895; Held, on appeal to be a valid contract, binding upon the present trustees of 
said district and upon the district. 


(Decided November 15, 1895.) 


Henry W. Wiggins, attorney for respondents. 


The appellants herein appeal from the action of the respond- 
ents in the employment of one Harrison Armstrong as a teacher 
in school district No. 11, town of Wallkill, Orange county. 

The respondents and said Armstrong have answered the ap- 
peal. 

The following facts are established: That for the school year 
1894-5 the said Shumaker and Decker were the only acting trus- 
tees of said school district No. 11, town of Wallkill, Orange coun- 
ty, one Slauson who was elected trustee of said district for the 
term of three years at the annual school meeting held in August, 
1894, having refused to serve and no person having been elected 
or appointed during said school year to fill the vacancy 
created by said refusal of Slauson to serve as such trustee; 
that on July 26, 1895, said trustees Shumaker and Decker 
met, at which meeting said Armstrong was present, and a condi- 
tional contract was then and there entered into between said trus- 
tees and said Armstrong by which said Armstrong was employed 
to teach the school in said district for the term of forty weeks dur- 
ing the school year 1895-6 at the compensation of $10 per week, 
provided, however, that if one Haly, a former applicant for the 
school, should desire to teach the school, he (Haly) would be em- 
ployed; that on August 2, 1895, a meeting of said school trustees 
was held at which said Armstrong was present, at which a con- 
tract was entered into by which said Armstrong was employed 
to teach the school in said district for forty weeks at $10 per week, 
said school to commence the first week in September; that a mem- 
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orandum of hiring in conformity to said contract was 
subsequently signed by said trustees and delivered to said 
Armstrong; that a record was made of the proceedings 
of said two meetings of said trustees in relation to said two 
contracts; that at the’ annual school meeting. held in said dis- 
trict on August 6, 1895, the appellants Gillett and Osborn were 
elected as trustees of said district, one to fill the vacancy caused 
by the refusal of Slauson to serve as trustee as aforesaid, and one 
in place of said Decker whose term of office expired; that said 
Shumaker, Gillett and Osborn now constitute the board of trus- 
tees of said district. 

It further appears that said Armstrong, in September, 1895, 
entered into the performance of the duties of teacher in said dis- 
trict under said contract of August 2, 1895, and still is the teacher 
in said district; that drafts have been drawn in favor of said Arm- 
strong as such teacher for his services for the months of Septem- 
ber and October, 1895, and signed by said Shumaker, and the ap- 
pellant Osborn, as such trustees of said district and delivered 
to said Armstrong. 

Under subdivision 9, of section 47, article 6, title 7, of the Con- 
solidated School Law of 1894, trustees of school districts cannot 
make any contract for the employment of a teacher or teachers 
for more than one year in advance. On August 2, 1895, Shu- 
maker and Decker as said trustees of said district employed Arm- 
strong as a teacher in said district for the period of forty weeks 
commencing on the first week in September, 1895. That said 
trustees had legal authority to make such contract, and such con- 
tract is binding upon the present trustees of said district, and 
upon said district. 

' The appeal herein is dismissed. 
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No. 4404 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Apoten Bavscx and others, from 
Proceedings of Board of Education of Union Free School Dis- 
trict No. 22, Town of Oyster Bay, Queens County, in the election 
of William Smith as a member of said Board. 


One of the members of a board of education of a union free school district, which board consisted 
of nine members, resigned, and his resignation was duly accepted by the board. Ata meeting 
held to fill the vacancy created by such resignation eight members of the board were present ; 
that several ballots were had for member of the board without resulting in any election. when 
a recess was taken. When the meeting was called to order after such recess, only four mem- 
bers of the board were present; that a ballot was then taken to fill such vacancy ; whole num- 
ber of votes being four, of which one Smith received three, and Merritt one, and thereupon 
said Smith was declared by the chairman of said board elected as a member thereof. On 
appeal; Held, that said election was illegal and void, there being no quorum of the board pres- 
ent. Also, Held, that it being shown that the members of said board cannot elect any person 
to fill said vacancy, that a special meeting of the voters of the school district be called for the 
purpose of filling said vacancy. 


(Decided November 16, 1895.) 


In the above-entitled matter Adolph Bausch, Thomas J. Tal- 
bot, William Denton and Joseph H. Doud, four of the members 
of the board of education of Union Free School District No. 22, 
town of Oyster Bay, Queens county, appeal from the proceedings 
and action of Amos G. Sullivan, George H. Fuechsel, Philip 
Ketcham and Peter V. Ketcham, the other four members of said 
board, had and taken on October 18, 1895, in the alleged election 
of one William Smith as a member of said board. 

Amos G. Sullivan, George H. Fuechsel and Peter V. Ketcham, 
three of the members of said board, and said William Smith, al- 
leged to have been elected a member of said board, join in an an- 
swer to said appeal. Said answer has annexed thereto an affi- 
davit of Philip Ketcham, a member of said board, in which he al- 
leges that no copy of the appeal herein had been served upon him. 

The appeal has annexed thereto copies of the record of pro- 
ceedings of said board, held on October 18 and 238, 1895, and to 
the answer are annexed copies of the records of proceedings of 
said board on October 1 and 15, 1895. 

The following facts are established: 

That prior to October 1, 1895, the board of education of said 
union free school district consisted of nine members, to wit: John 
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P. Heyen, Amos G. Sullivan, Peter V. Ketcham, Philip Ketcham, 
George H. Fuechsel, Adolph Bausch, Thomas J. Talbot, William 
Denton and Joseph H. Doud; that at a regular meeting of said 
board, held on October 1, 1895, said John P. Heyen presented, in 
writing, his resignation as a member of said board, which was 
duly accepted, and that by said resignation and the acceptance 
thereof, a vacancy occurred in said board, which said board had 
the legal power to fill; that a discussion was held relative to filling 
such vacancy, and the matter was laid over until October 15, 
1895, to which date said board adjourned its meeting; that at said 
adjourned meeting on October 15, 1895, a quorum of the mem- 
bers not being present (only four members being present) no meet- 
ing was held; that a special meeting of said board was held on 


- October 18, 1895, at which all of the eight members of said board 


were present, and a Mr. Merritt and a Mr. Smith were each nomi- 
nated as candidates to fill the vacancy existing in said board; that 
five ballots for a member of said board were taken, each result- 
ing in four votes for Merritt and four votes for Smith; that a re- 
cess of five minutes was then taken, and the chairman, after 
waiting about ten minutes, called the meeting to order, but only 
four members of the board were present, the other four members 
of the board (the appellants herein) having left said meeting; that 
a ballot was then taken for member Of said board to fill such va- 
cancy and four votes were cast of which William Smith received 
three and J. C. Merritt one, and thereupon said William Smith 
was, by the chairman, declared elected as a member of said board. 

It is clear that after the recess taken at said meeting of said 
board on said October 18, 1895, there being no quorum of the 
board present, the only business that the four members then pres- 
ent could legally do was to adjourn; and that the election of Wil- 
liam Smith, as a member of said board, a quorum of the mem- 
bers of said board, viz: five members, not being present, was ille- 


gal and void. 


Boards of education of union free school districts are severally 
created bodies corporate. Section 7, article 1, title 8, of the Con- 
solidated School Law of 1894, Bassett v. Fish, et al. 75 N. Y. 30. 
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The corporation so created takes, not only the powers given ex- 
pressly by the statutes, but such other powers as are necessary 
to its life and well being, and which such entities have at com- 
mon law or by other statutes; it must act also, and can act only 
in the mode and by the means appropriate to a corporation. Bas- 
sett v. Fish et al. 75 N. Y. 303. 

By the General Corporation Law.of this State, chapter 687 
Laws of 1892, section 29, ict is enacted that “Unless otherwise pro- 
vided by law a majority of the board of directors of a corporation 
ata meeting duly assembijed, shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum for the transaction of business, and the act of a majority 
of the directors present at a meeting at which a quorum is pres- 
ent shall be the act of the board of directors.” 

The Consolidated School Law does not state how many mem- 
bers of a board of education of a union free school district shall 
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business; but at com- 
mon law, and by statute (General Corporation Law cited) a ma- 
jority of the members of said board, respectively, shall be neces- 
sary to constitute a quorum of any such board for the transaction 
of business. 

The four respondents herein, by their action in attempting to 
fill the vacancy in said board, seem to have assumed that there 
having been a quorum of said board present on October 18 up to 
the time of the recess, that such quorum continued after the re- 
cess and after the appellants herein, the other four members of the 
board, had left the meeting. This theory is not sound. To law- 
fully transact business a majority of the members of the board 
must be present at any meeting thereof, duly assembled, and con- 
tinue to be present until such meeting adjourns to constitute a 
quorum; otherwise a majority, present when the session com- 
menced, might be reduced by the members leaving the meeting, 
until no one remained except the chairman and clerk who, under 
the contention of the respondents herein, could transact any bus- 
iness of the board. Merely to state such contention is sufficient 
to show its absurdity. 

It appears from a copy of the minutes of the meeting of the said 
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board, held on October 23, 1895, that the said William Smith who, 
it is claimed by respondents, was elected a member of said board, 
was present and acted, and that a vote to approve the minutes of 
said meeting of October 18, 1895, against the protest of the ap- 
pellants herein, was declared carried by the votes of the four re- 
spondents herein and the vote of said Smith. It is clear that as 
said Smith was not legally elected a member of said board he had 
no legal authority to act as such member at said meeting, or to 
vote upon questions arising at said meeting; that any and all ac- 
tions or proceedings had and taken, or motions or resolutions 
adopted, at said meeting, by the vote of said Smith are, and each 
of them is, void. 

As it is apparent that the present members of said board of 
education cannot fill the vacancy existing in said board it becomes 
my duty, under the provisions of subdivision 12, of section 15, 
article 4, title 8, of the Consolidated School Law of 1894, to order 
a special election to be held in said union free school district for 
the purpose of filling such vacancy. 

The appeal herein is sustained. 

It is ordered, That all proceedings had and taken at the meeting 
of the board of education of Union Free School District No. 22, 
town of Oyster Bay, Queens county, held on October 18, 1895, after 
the recess and after Messrs. Bausch, Talbot, Denton and Doud, 
members of said board had left said meeting, relative to the elec- 
tion of a member of said board to fill a vacancy therein, and espec- 
ially the ballot then had and taken to fill said vacancy, be, and 
the same are, and each of them is, hereby vacated and set aside as 
illegal and void. 

It is further ordered, That all proceedings had and taken at the 

-meeting of said board, held on October 23, 1895, recognizing in 
any manner whatsoever, one William Smith as a member of said 
board, be, and the same are, and each of them is, hereby vacated ° 
and set aside as illegal and void. 

It is further ordered, That said board of education, with all 
reasonable despatch, call a special meeting of the inhabitants 
of said Union Free School District No. 22, town of Oyster Bay, 

16 
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Queens county, qualified to vote at school meetings therein, for 
the purpose of electing a member of said board of education to 
» fill the vacancy existing in said board by reason of the resignation ~ 
of John P. Heyen as a member of said board. 


No. 4406 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Witt1am Minpiemist from Pro- 
ceedings of Annual School Meeting held on August 6, 1895, in 
District No. 10, Town of Andes, Delaware County. 


The hour for holding the annual and special school meetings must be strictly observed. No 
legal authority exists for holding such meeting before the hour designated by the schoo] law, 
or by, or in the notice of the meeting served, and no legal obligation rests upop the qualified 
voters who may have assembled at the proper hour to wait for others before organizing and 
commencing proceedings. When itis established by the weight of evidence presented that 
the annual school meeting was organized and much of its business transacted before the hour 
of 7.30 in the evening, the action and proceedings of said meeting will be vacated and set 
aside as illegal and void. 


(Decided November 25, 1895.) 


Wagner & Fisher, attorneys for appellant. 
E. E. Conlon, attorney for respondents. 


This appeal is taken from the proceedings of the annual school 
meeting held on August 6, 1895, in school district No. 10, town of 
Andes, Delaware county. The appellant alleges, in substance, 
the following grounds of appeal: 

That said meeting convened and much of the business thereat 
was transacted before the hour of 7:30 P. M.; that the trustee, 
who, it is claimed, was elected, if elected, was elected before 7:30 
P. M.; that no suitable ballot box was provided for said meeting 
and no inspectors of election were appointed to receive the votes 
cast for district officers, and to canvass such votes; that a major- 
ity of the legal voters of the district who attended at the time 
and place specified in the notice of said meeting, were deprived 
of a vote on account of said meeting being prematurely called to 
order, and the business rushed through before the time specified 
in the notice of said meeting. 
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The appellant, also, upon information and belief, alleges that 
persons were allowed to vote at such meeting who were not qual- 
ified voters at said meeting. 

The pleadings herein consist of the appeal, answer, reply and 
rejoinder, to which are annexed respectively, affidavits in sup- 
port of the allegations contained in such pleadings respectively. 

The burden is.upon the appellant to sustain his appeal by a 
preponderance of proof. A preponderance of proof does not 
necessarily mean the greater number of witnesses. In the con- 
sideration of the weight of the evidence produced, due regard 
should be given to the kind and quality of the evidence, the de- 
gree of credibility to which the testimony of the witness is en- 
titled, the apparent probability or improbability of its truthful- 
ness, and the interest of the witness in the matter at issue. 

It appears from the proofs herein that at the time of said an- 
nual meeting in said district, and for some time prior thereto, 
dissentions existed in said district, causing factional quarrels 


and litigation, and that the qualified voters therein were divided, 


about equally, into two factions, one known as the “Middlemist,” 
and the other as the “ Titch ” faction or party. It is evident that 
both of said parties were deeply interested in the action to be 
taken at said annual meeting, and each party intended to be 
present in full force for the purpose of controlling the adminis- 
tration of school affairs in said district for the present school 
year. Ail of the persons whose affidavits have been annexed 
to the pleadings herein, containing allegations material or rele- 
vant to the issues presented for decision in the appeal herein, 
were interested parties in this appeal, with the possible excep- 
tion of those of Anthony Huntly, White Hanmer, Wilbur Voor- 
hees and William Scudder, each of whom alleges that he at- 
tended at the meeting only as a spectator and had no interest 
in the proceedings. It does, however, appear that each of the 
above-named affiants came to the meeting in company with some 
of the “Middlemist party,” and it does not affirmatively appear 
that said affiants were wholly indifferent as to which party 
should control said meeting, or were impartial spectators of the 


~ 
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action there taken, or, in other words, are disinterested witnesses 
in this proceeding. 

I am of the opinion, from the proofs presented, that the ap- 
pellant has failed to sustain the allegations made by him in his 
appeal that no suitable ballot box was provided and used in the 
election of district school officers, and that no inspectors of said 
election were elected or appointed. There isa conflict in the 
proofs as to what business was being transacted when the per- 
sons belonging to the “Middlemist party,” or some of them, en- 
tered the schoolhouse. The witnesses for the respondent allege 
that a ballot was being had for a trustee of the district and the 
witnesses for the appellant allege that the result of a ballot for 
collector was being announced. The witnesses for the appellant 
state “that there was no ballot box,” “that no ballot box was 
to be seen,” “that no inspectors were canvassing the ballot,” 
“neither was there any inspectors who received and canvassed 
the votes.” ‘The witnesses for the respondents state that a suit- 
able ballot box was provided and used, and such ballot box was 
placed and kept on the teacher’s platform in front of the room; 
that Lillie D. Titch and Annie T. Gavett were appointed in- 
spectors of election and had charge of said ballot box, and re- 
ceived the votes of the persons present and voting, and when 
each ballot. was closed canvassed the votes received and an- 
nounced the result to the chairman of the meeting, who an- 
nounced the result to the meeting; that thé sworn copy of the 
record of said meeting shows that two inspectors of election were 
appointed and that the name of each person who voted for dis- 
trict clerk, trustee and collector was entered, as they voted re- 
spectively, by the clerk of the meeting. The Consolidated School 
Law requires that the trustee or trustees of each school district 
shall, at all elections of district officers, provide a suitable bal- 
lot box, and this Department has held that where the trustee 
has failed to provide a suitable ballot box, a hat or other recep- 
tacle for the ballots cast, in which the ballots may be safely kept 
apart from all other ballots and papers until canvassed by the 
inspectors of election, will be deemed a suitable ballot box un- 
der the school law. 
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I am also of the opinion that the appellant herein has failed 
in sustaining the allegation made in his appeal, upon informa- 
tion and belief, that persons were allowed to vote at such meet- 
ing who were not qualified voters at said meeting. 

This Department has uniformly held that it is incumbent, in 
the case of an appeal from the proceedings of a school meeting 
on the ground that the votes of persons not qualified to vote were 
received, for the appellant, not only to allege the illegal voting 
or the disqualification of certain persons whose votes were re- 
ceived, but to show by evidence the lack of qualifications in such 
* terms as necessarily to exclude every presumption that such 
voters could be qualified under any of the heads stated in the 
section of the school law prescribing the qualifications of voters 
at school district meetings. This the appellant herein has 
failed to do. 

Section 11, article 1, title 7, of the Consolidated School Law 
of 1894, prescribes the qualifications necessary to be possessed 
by a person to entitle him or her to vote at school district meet- 
ings. Every person, to be entitled to vote at school district 
meetings, must be of full age, a resident of the district and must 
have resided therein for a period of thirty days next preceding 
any meeting held at which he or she offers to vote, and a citizen 
of the United States. In addition to the foregoing qualifica- 
tions he or she must own real property, or hire real property, or 
be in the possession of real property under a contract of pur- 
chase, which real property must be situate in the school district, 
and subject to taxation therein for school purposes; or must be 
the parent of a child or children of school age, some one or more 
of whom shall have attended the district school in said district 
for a period of at least eight weeks within one year preceding 
such school meeting, and in such case both the father and mother 
can vote; or must, not being the parent, be a person who shall 
have permanently residing with him or her, a child or children 
of school age some one er more of whom shall have attended 
the district school in said district for a period of at least eight 
weeks within one year preceding such school meeting, and in 
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’ guch ease the words “him or her” limits the right to vote to one 
person only, i. e., the head of the household; or must own per- 
sonal property assessed on the last preceding assessment roll of 
the town, exceeding fifty dollars in value exclusive of such as is 
exempt from execution. 

The appellant claims that certain persons who were present 
and voted at said meeting were not qualified voters, for the rea- 
son that their names do not appear upon the tax-list of the 
school district, and that they have not paid school taxes. A 
person may be a qualified voter in a school district notwithstand- 
ing his or her name is not upon the tax-list of the district, and 
he or she has not paid a school tax. If such person owns real 
property subject to taxation for school purposes in the district, 
or hires real property subject to taxation, although the trustee 
has omitted to place the real property upon the tax-list, he is 
qualified to vote in the district. If A, a citizen of the United 
States, of full age, and a resident of a school district, owns real 
property situate in said district, which property is subject to 
taxation for school purposes in said district, and leases said 
property to B, a citizen of the United States, of full age, and a 
resident of the district, both A and B are qualified voters of the 
district, A as the owner, and B as the lessee of real property sub- 
ject to taxation for school purposes in the district, although such 
real property has been omitted from the district tax-list, and 
neither has paid any school tax thereon. The governing fact 
is the ownership or hiring of real property subject to taxation. 
Such ownership or hiring must be bona fide, not a mere colorable 
transaction to enable a person to claim a right to vote at a school 
meeting. The appellant alleges that five persons who voted at 
said school meeting were not, nor was either of them, a qualified 
voter at such meeting. 

The courts of the State have held that an election will not be 
vitiated by illegal votes unless a different result would have 
been produced by excluding such votes. It appears that at the 
annual school meeting on August 6, 1895, there was but one can- 
didate for each of the offices of district clerk, trustee and col- 
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lector; that the whole number of votes cast for district clerk 
was eight, for trustee nine and for collector eight, all being for 
Titch as clerk, Titch as trustee and Gavett for collector. Ad- 
mitting, for the purpose of argument only, that said annual 
meeting was duly and legally held, and that five of the persons 
who voted for said officers respectively, were not qualified voters, 
still Titch for clerk received three legal votes. Titch for trustee 
received four legal votes, and Gavett for collector received three 
legal votes, each respectively receiving all the legal votes cast, 
were each elected. 

' Under the school law it is the duty of any qualified voter at a 
school district meeting, when a person offers to vote thereat 
whom such qualified voter knows, or has good reason to believe, 
that the person.so offering to vote is not qualified, to challenge 
such person. When a challenge is made it is the duty of the 
chairman of the meeting to require the person so challenged to 
make the declaration contained in the school law, and if the 
party makes the declaration his or her vote must be received; 
but if such person refuses to make the declaration his or her 
vote must be rejected. Any'person so challenged who shall 
willfully make a false declaration of his or her right to vote at 
such meeting shall be deemed guilty of amisdemeanor. A party 
knowing or having reason to believe a person to be unqualified, 
and permitting him or her to vote without challenge will not be 
allowed, upon appeal, to object to the proceedings of the meet- 
ing because such unqualified person participated therein. 

The main contention of the appellant herein is, that said an- 
nual school meeting in said district, convened, and much of the 
business transacted thereat was had and done, prior to the hour 
of 7:30 P. M. 

By section 8, article 1, title 7, of the Consolidated School Law 
of 1894, it is enacted that the annual meeting of each school dis- 
trict shall be held on the first Tuesday of August in each year, 
and unless the hour and place thereof shall have been fixed by 
a vote of a previous district meeting, the same shall be held in 
the schoolhouse at 7:30 o’clock in the evening. In the notice 
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of the annual school meeting in district No. 10, Andes, as given 
by the clerk of the district, named the schoolhouse in said dis- 
trict as the place, and the hour of 7:30 in the evening of August 
6, 1895, as the time for holding said meeting. 

The hour for holding the annual and special school meetings 
must be strictly observed. No legal authority exists for hold- 
ing such meetings before the hour designated by the school law 
or by, or in, the notice of the meeting served, and no legal obli- 
gation rests upon the qualified voters who may have assembled 
at such time to wait for others before organizing and com- 
mencing proceedings. The affidavits filed by the appellant and 
respondents relative to this main contention of the appellant are 
conflicting and contradictory. The appellant has filed the affi- 
davit of himself and nine other persons, all of whom claim to be 
qualified voters in said school district, and who allege that they 
attended said meeting for the purpose of participating in the 
proceedings thereof, that they arrived at the schoolhouse where 
the meeting was to be held, on said August 6, 1895, before 7:30 
P.M. The appellant in his affidavits alleges that he arrived at 
the schoolhouse with one George Shaver and others at 7 15 P.M. 
and found some nine persons therein, Harvey Titch, presiding, 
and that as near as he could ascertain, such persons there pres- 
ent were electing a collector of the district; that after he ar- 
rived there was no action taken to elect a trustee. One Edward 
B. Scudder alleges in his affidavit that he was the clerk of said 
district for the school year of 1894-95; that he left his home on 
the evening of August 6, 1895, to attend the annual school meet- 
ing at a quarter before seven and arrived at the schoolhouse at 
about 7:15 P. M., but alleges positively that it was before 7:30 
P. M. when he arrived at said schoolhouse; that he found eight 
or nine persons in said schoolhouse and the chairman was then 
announcing the election of Jacob 8S. Gavett as collector of the 
district; that at about the time he entered the schoolhouse, and 
within five minutes thereof, some seven other voters of the dis- 
trict entered said schoolhouse, and soon after two other voters 
of the district arrived. In the affidavit of John Smith, Hiram 
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Shaver, Agnes Middlemist, John Scudder, Ella Scudder, George 
Shaver and Calvin Smith, it is alleged that they are qualified 
voters of said district and each and all of them arrived at said 
schoolhouse on the evening of August 6, 1895, before 7:30 P. Mi; 
that they found the meeting had been organized and the persons 
present were electing a collector of the district ; that no election 
of a trustee was had after their arrival at the schoolhouse; that 
about the time said affiants entered the schoolhouse, the affiant 
George Shaver looked at his watch and said, “Tt is only a quarter 
past seven now, you had better hold on.” Anthony Huntley and 
three others, in an affidavit, allege that they are not voters in 
Said district, but attended said meeting as spectators only; that 
they went to the schoolhouse with other persons, and arrived 
there at about 7:15 and found nine persons present; that after 
they arrived the election of Jacob Gavett as collector was an- 
nounced by Harvey Titch as chairman; that no election of a 
trustee was had by the meeting after the affiants entered the 
schoolhouse; that after the affiants and others arrived at the 
schoolhouse it was stated by one George Shaver that it was only 
a quarter past seven o’clock. 

In answer to the statements contained in the above-mentioned 
affidavits the respondent, Harvey D. Titch, has filed the affidavits 
of himself and seven others present at said schoolhouse on the 
evening of August 6, 1895, in which it is alleged that they are 
qualified voters of said district and were present and organized 
a school meeting at 7:40 P. M. by the election of said Titch as 
chairman, and the district clerk being absent, Lola R. Titch was 
elected clerk of the meeting; that the report of the trustee was 
read and accepted; that the report of the collector was read and 
accepted; that a ballot was taken for a trustee and Harvey D. 
Titch, having received nine votes, being all the votes cast, was 
declared elected; that a ballot was taken for district clerk and 

_ Lola R. Titch, having received eight votes, being all the votes 
cast, was declared elected; that a ballot was taken for collector 
and Jacob S. Gavett, having received eight votes, being all the 
votes cast, was declared elected. Said Harvey D. Titch further 
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alleges that he arrived at the schoolhouse at 7:20 P. M. and the 
meeting was organized at 7:40 P. M. by his watch; that Annie 
T. Gavett and Lola R. Titch, present at said meeting, each had 
a watch and each of said watches was compared with the watch 
of said Titch and that said watches were about three minutes 
faster than his; that when the appellant and others entered the 
schoolhouse it was 7:50 P. M. by his watch, and the ballot for a 
trustee was then being taken, and that when George Shaver said 
“You are rushing things, it is only half past seven now,” said 
Titch replied, “You are mistaken; it is ten minutes to eight.” 
It is also alleged by Clarence Shaver, in an affidavit made by him, 
that he went to the schoolhouse about 7 P. M. on August 6, 1895, 
and that all of the Titch party were not in the schoolhouse, some 
of them were tying their teams; that there were no seats in the 
schoolhouse, but the persons there were laying boards upon 
blocks for seats; that he remained in the schoolhouse but a few 
minutes and when he went out a part of the Middlemist party 
were on the highway near the schoolhouse coming to the school- 
house from the direction of Calvin Smith’s house; that he went 
down the road and met, about forty rods from the schoolhouse, 
three more of the Middlemist party going to the schoolhouse. 
John G. and William Scudder and Wilbur Voorhies allege, in 
an affidavit, that they went to the said schoolhouse near 7 P. M. 
and found said house locked; that they went to the house of Cal- 
vin Smith, about forty rods from said schoolhouse, and waited 
for the Titch party to come and open the schoolhouse; that they 
saw the said Titch party going past the house of Smith to the 
schoolhouse, and the affiants started and walked to the school- 
house, arriving there about five minutes after the Titch party. 

Jacob 8. Gavett, on the part of the respondent, alleges he saw 
Clarence Shaver at the schoolhouse when he (Gavett) and others 
were fixing seats in the schoolhouse and saw said Shaver leave 
the schoolhouse and start across the fields towards the house of 
Calvin Smith; that soon after said Shaver left, he saw a number 
of men and boys pass by the schoolhouse, down the highway, and 
he recognized John G. Scudder as one of them. 
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In my opinion Harvey D. Titch was in error in stating that he 
did not arrive at the schoolhouse until 7:20 P. M., and that the 
meeting was not organized until 7:40 P.M. It was, to state it 
mildly, an unusually rapid dispatch of business, between 7:20 
and 7:50 P. M. to arrive at the schoolhouse, light up, arrange 
seats, choose a chairman and clerk, read an act upon the report of 
the trustee and collector, appoint inspectors of election, and bal- 
lot for a trustee, a district clerk and collector. 

From a careful examination of the papers presented herein, 
and a due consideration of the weight of the evidence presented, 
and its apparent probability, I am of the opinion that the appel- 


_ lant herein has sustained his contention, that said school meet- 


ing on August 6, 1895, was organized before, and much of its 
business transacted before the hour of 7:30 P. M., and for that 
reason the appeal herein should be sustained. . 

The appeal herein is sustained. 

It is ordered, That the action and proceedings had and taken 
at said school meeting, held in school district No. 10, town of 


Andes, Delaware county, on August 6, 1895, be, and the same are, 


and each of them is, hereby vacated and set aside as illegal and 
void. 

It is further ordered, That Edward B. Scudder, the district 
clerk of said school district for the school year of 1894-5, be, and 
he hereby is, authorized and directed, without unnecessary de- 
lay, to call a special meeting of the inhabitants of school district 
No. 10, town of Andes, Delaware county, qualified to vote at 
school district meetings therein, for the purpose of transacting 
the business of the annual meeting of said district; that full six 
days’ notice of the time and place of said meeting, and of the 
business to be transacted thereat, be given by him to each inhab- 
itant of said district claiming to be a qualified voter in said 
district, as stated in section 2, article 1, title 7, of the Consoli- 
dated School Law of 1894. 
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No. 4407 
In the Matter of the Appeal of Cnartes W. Durcugr from Pro- 
ceedings of Annual School Meeting held on August 6, 1895, in 
Union Free School District No. 3, Town of East Chester, West- 
chester County. 


Where at an annual school meeting in a union free school district a vote is cast upon each of 
certain resolutions involving the expenditure of money or authorizing the levy of tax or 
taxes by the secretary or some other person, under a motion adopted by the meeting upon a 
viva voce vote, whether such motion is declared to be adopted unanimously or not, it is not a 
vote upon such propositions or resolutions as is required by the provisions of the school law, 
and upon appeal such action and proceedings will be vacated and set aside. The fact that the 
votes of persons not qualified were received at a school meeting in any ballot taken thereat will 
not vitiate such ballot; but to warrant setting aside said ballot it must appear affirmatively 
that the resolution balloted for received a sufficient number of improper votes for it to reduce 
such vote to a minority if they had been rejected, otherwise the vote adopting the resolution 
would stand. It is incumbent upon the party appealing, not only to allege the illegal voting 
or the disqualification of persons who voted upon such resolution, but to show by evidence the 
lack of qualification in such terms as necessarily to exclude every presumption that such 
voters could not be qualified under either of the heads stated in the sections of the school law, 
describing the qualifications of voters at school meetings in the respective school districts of 
the State. 


(Decided December 2, 1895.) 
William P. Fiero, attorney for appellant. 
Jared Sandford, attorney for respondents. 


The appellant in the above-entitled matter appeals from the 
proceedings of the annual school meeting, held on August 6, 1895, 
in Union Free School District No. 3, town of East Chester, 
Westchester county, first, in the election of W. F. Jeffers-as a 
trustee, on the ground that his election was not in accordance 
with the provisions of the school law. Second, in voting to ap- 
propriate the sum of $25,000 for the purchase of a new school- 
house site and the erection of a new schoolhouse in Waverly-on- 
the-Hill, same to be raised in annual installments, on the ground 
that persons not qualified voted upon said proposition. Third, 
in voting to appropriate $1,500 for the building of an addition 
to school building No. 2, Upper Tuckahoe, and in appropriating 
$5,000 for a site and new school building in the vicinity of the 
Harlem Railroad depot, on the ground that the votes thereon 
were not taken by ballot or ascertained by taking and recording 
the ayes and noes of the voters attending and voting; that the 
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new sites voted for were not described by metes and bounds; that 
the board of trustees failed to cause to be published an account 
of moneys received and expended, as required by section 18, arti- 
cle 4, title 8, of the Consolidated School Law. 

Annexed to the appeal and in support of the allegations there- 
in are the affidavits of two persons who allege that the state- 
ments in said appeal, are, from the recollection of the affiants of 
the occurrences and proceedings at said meeting, true. 

The five persons constituting the board of education of said 
school district have answered said appeal, and annexed thereto 
are the affidavits of Matthew Horan, the chairman of said annual 
school meeting and four other persons in support of said answer; 
that also annexed to said answer and forming a part thereof, is 
annexed a copy of the proceedings of said annual school meeting 
as recorded in the records of said district certified by the clerk 
of the board of education of said district. 

From such appeal and answer the following facts are estab- 
lished: 

That at said annual meeting Matthew Horan was elected 
chairman and that two persons were appointed inspectors of 
election; that William Rickard and Walter F.. Jeffers were placed 
in nomination for the office of trustee to succeed William Rick- 
ard, whose term of office expired at the time of said meeting; that 
Rickard declined the office and no other nominations being made 
a motion was adopted that the secretary cast one ballot for said 
Jeffers for trustee; that said secretary thereupon cast one bal- — 
lot for said Jeffers for trustee for the term of three years, and 
the result of the ballot being announced the chairman declared 
said Jeffers elected as such trustee; that a resolution was sub- 
mitted to the meeting that there be appropriated the sum of $25,- 
000 to be levied and raised by tax on the taxable property with- 
in school district No. 3, town of East Chester, for the purchase 
of a new site in Waverly-on-the-Hill, and for erecting, completing 
and furnishing a new school building therein; and that said sum 
be raised by annual installments, the last installment to be paid 
in the year 1916, and a vote thereon was taken by ballot, the re- 
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sult thereof, as declared, being as follows: Whole number of 
votes cast 129, of which eighty-nine were for the resolution and 
forty against the resolution; that a resolution was adopted 
that the board of trustees of said district be authorized and em- 
powered to purchase a new site on which to erect a new school- 
house, and that we recommend the selection for said site the 
following described lot or premises, to wit: 200 feet front on the 
old White Plains road adjoining and north of Matthew Horan’s 
property, and 500 feet deep, known as the Morgan property; that 
a resolution was adopted that $1,500 be raised by tax, in annuai 
installments, the last installment to be paid in the year 1916 for 
the purpose of building an addition to schoolhouse No. 2, Upper 
Tuckahoe, and that the vote thereon was taken by the secretary 
casting one ballot for the resolution, under a resolution to that 
effect adopted by the meeting; that a resolution was offered to 
raise by tax the sum of $5,000 in annual installments, the last 
installment to be paid in the year 1916, for the purchase of a site 
in the vicinity of the Harlem Railroad depot, and for the ereet- 
ing, completing and furnishing thereon of a new school building, 
said site to be thereafter designated; that the appellant herein 
moved to increase the amount to $10,000, and one Mulvy moved 
to amend the amendment that only the amount advertised be 
voted on, which was adopted, and the vote upon said resolution 
was taken by the secretary casting one ballot for the resolution, 
under a resolution to that effect adopted by the meeting; that a 
resolution was adopted that. the board of trustees of said district 
be authorized and empowered to purchase a new site on which 
to erect a new schoolhouse in the vicinity of the Harlem Rail- 
road depot. 

It appears that two persons were put in nomination for the 
office of trustee of the district for three years, and one of them 
declined to be a candidate, thus leaving but one person in nomi- 
nation before the meeting. The appellant alleges that after 
the declination of Rickard one R. T. Young was attempting to 
place in nomination another person for trustee, but was pre- 
vented by the summary action of the meeting. After the de- 
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clination of Rickard, there being but one person put in nomina- 
tion, a motion was made and unanimously adopted, by a viva 
voce vote, that the secretary be directed to cast one ballot for 
Jeffers (the only nominee before the-meeting) and the secre- 
tary cast such ballot and the result of the ballot was announced. 

This Department has held, in some special cases, in which it 
- was indisputably established that it was the unanimous wish 
of the meeting that’a certain person nominated for a district 
office should be elected, that a vote cast by the clerk, or some 
other designated person for the meeting, should be sustained. 
I do not, however, approve of such method of electing district 
officers, and in my opinion such method is not a compliance with 
the provisions of the school law, in the election of school district 
officers. Under said law, a ballot for each officer should be had, 
and if after the ballot has commenced it appears all present are 
favorable to the election of the person or persons being voted 
for, and no other voter present desires to vote, the ballot may 
be closed and the votes cast be canvassed and the result an- 
nounced. In this appeal I sustain the action of the meeting in 
the election of Jeffers, as it is not affirmatively shown that any 
qualified voter present was opposed to such election or desired a 
ballot. No other voter of the district has appealed from such 
election, and the appellant does not allege that he was opposed 
to Jeffers, or to the motion that the secretary cast the ballot for 
Jeffers. Upon the proofs presented I am of the opinion that the 
resolutions alleged to have been passed at said meeting raising 
by tax the sum of $1,500 and $5,000 respectively, were not, nor 
was either of them, passed in accordance with the provisions of 
the school law. All propositions arising at a school meeting, 
involving the expenditure of money or authorizing the levy of a 
tax or taxes in one sum or by installments the vote thereon shall 
be by ballot, or ascertained by taking and recording the ayes 
and noes of such qualified voters attending and voting at such 
meetings. A vote cast for such resolutions, or either of them, 
by the secretary or any other person, under a motion adopted 
by the meeting upon a viva voce vote, whether such motion is 
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declared to have been adopted unanimously or not, is not a vote 
upon such propositions or resolutions as is required by the pro- 
visions of the school law. 

Under the school law the designation of a site or sites must 
be made by the district meeting. Such meeting cannot delegatethe 
selection or designation of such sites to the board of trustees. 


Such designation must be made at a district meeting and bya writ- — 


ten resolution or resolutions, containing a description thereof 
by metes and bounds, and such resolution must receive a major- 
ity of the votes of the qualified voters present and voting at 
such meeting, to be ascertained by taking and recording the ayes 
and noes. The action of said annual meeting relative to new 
school sites at Waverly-on-the-Hill and the Harlem Railroad de- 
pot was not a legal designation of school sites, and such action 
can only be held to be an expression of opinion of the voters pres- 
ent at said meeting in relation thereto. It is clear that it will 
require the further action of a district meeting, in accordance 
with the provisions of the school law, to designate new sites in 
each of said localities. The appellant alleges that the report 
of the trustees of said district, required by section 18, article 4, 
title 8, of the Consolidated School Law of 1894, was not pub- 
lished. Whether such report was or was not published is not 
material as to the legality of the annual meeting, or the validity 
of the proceedings of said meeting. 

The only other ground of appeal herein remaining for consid- 
ration is, that in the vote of said meeting appropriating the sum 
of $25,000, to be levied and raised by tax for the purchase of a 
new s:te in Waverly-on-the-Hill and for erecting, completing and 
furnishing a new school building thereon, the votes of persons 
not qualified were received. The appellant alleges, in sub- 
stance, that the persons favoring the purchase of said new site 
and the erecting of such new schoolhouse, “packed and crowded 
said school meeting, as the appellant is reliably informed and 
believes, and from an examination of the alleged voters at said 
meeting he is satisfied, with non-residents of said district and 
with seventy-four voters out of a total of one hundred and twen 
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_ ty-nine voting at said meeting who were not then and there le- 


gally entitled to vote thereat upon the question of bonding afore- 
said cr otherwise.” The respondents deny this allegation, and 
allege that the persons who voted at said meeting were residents 
of said district and entitled to vote upon all matters presented 
thereat upon which a vote was required. 

The burden is upon the appellant to sustain his appeal by a 
preponderance of proof. This the appellant has failed to do 
with regard to his allegation that the votes of persons not quali- 
fied to vote were received. 

The fact that the votes of persons not qualified were received 
in the ballot had upon said resolution will not vitiate such bal- 
lot. To warrant setting aside said ballot, it must appear affirm- 
atively that said resolution received a sufficient number of im- 
proper votes for it to reduce such vote to a minority if they had 
been rejected; or otherwise the vote adopting the resolution 
stands. It is incumbent upon the appellant in this appeal, not 
only to allege the illegal voting, or the disqualification of persons 
who voted upon such resolution, but to show by evidence the 
lack of qualifications in such terms as necessarily to exclude 
every presumption that such voters could not be qualified under 
either of the heads stated in the section of the school law pre- 
scribing the qualifications of voters at school meetings in said 
district. 

No evidence is produced by the appellant showing that any 
one of the one hundred and twenty-nine persons who voted upon 
said resolution was not qualified to vote thereon, and hence has 
failed to establish affirmatively, that said resolution received a 
sufficient (or any) number of improper votes for it to reduce such 
vote to a minority for such resolution if such improper votes, if 
any, had been rejected. 

I find and decide, That so much of the appeal herein as is taken 
from the action and proceedings of the said annual meeting, held 
in said district as relates to the appropriation of $1,500 for the 
addition to a school building in Upper Tuckahoe, and the ap- 
propriation of $5,000 for a site and new school building in the 
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vicinity of the Harlem Railroad depot, and as relates to two sites, 
is sustained; and as to all other matters, the appeal herein is 
dismissed. 

It is ordered, That the action and proceedings had and taken 
at the annual school meeting, held August 6, 1895, in Union 
Free School District No. 3, town of East Chester, Westchester 
county, appropriating $1,500 for an addition to school buiiding 
No. 2, Upper Tuckahoe, and the appropriating of $5,000 for a 
site and the erection of a new school building in the vicinity of 
the Harlem Railroad depot, be, and the same are, and each of 
them is, vacated and set aside. 


No. 4408 


In the Matter of the Appeal of T. W. Maxniean v. Epwiy Wicks, 
Trustee, School District No. 15, Town of Diana, Lewis County. 


Trustees under the school law are required to prefix to their tax-list a heading, showing for 
what purpose the different items of the tax are levied. Such heading is necessary to give 
validity to such tax-list, and a tax-list which does not show such items will be set aside upon 
appeal. Every taxpayer is entitled to see the tax-list, which would show him the purposes 
for which the tax is levied, the items on the tax-list which are ordered or authorized by a dis- 
trict meeting should be so designated, giving the date of the meeting which authorized the 
levy. Items which the trustees are authorized by law to insert without any vote of thé dis- 
trict can be included in the same heading and inserted in the same tax-list. A trustee of a 
school district cannot legally receive pay for services done and performed by him as a trus- 
tee and required to be performed by him under the school law. When a tax-list and warrant 
has been delivered by the trustees of a school district to the collector. such trustees have no 
legal authority to recall such tax-list and warrant from the collector, and make any alterations 
or changes therein without the permission of the State Superintendent of Public Instruction. 


(Decided December 3, 1895.) 


This appeal is taken from a tax-list and assessment made by 
Edwin Wicks as trustee of school district No. 15, town of Diana, 
Lewis county, and delivered, with the warrant of the trustee, to 
the collector of the district on or about September 30, 1895; and 
from certain acts done by said trustee. 

A copy of the appeal was personally served upon said trustee 
on October 24, 1895. No answer has been made by said trustee 
to said appeal. <A copy of said tax-list and assessment as it was 
on October 14, 1895, is annexed to said appeal. 

The appellant alleges that the annual meeting in said district 
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voted that but one tax-list be made for the present school year 
and that the expenses for school purposes for said school year 
to be raised by tax be included in said tax-list; that on or about 
September 30, 1895, the said trustee, Edwin Wicks, delivered to 
the collector of the district, a tax-list and warrant, and that in 
the heading prefixed to said tax-list it was stated that the ag- 
gregate sum of $148.87 was to be raised, whereas the aggregate 
amount assessed in the tax-list was the sum of $131.57 ; that said 
heading contained the following items: “Copying assessment roll 
and making teacher’s wages, $127,” and “rate bill, $1.50;” that on 
or about October 16, 1895, the said trustee, without permission 
from the State Superintendent of Public Instruction, recalled 
said tax-list and warrant from the collector and altered the items 
in said heading, viz.: “Copying assessment roll and making 
teacher’s wages, $127,” by altering said amount to $109.70 ; that 
the land owned by non-residents of the district, and which is not 
occupied by an agent, servant or tenant residing in the district, 
is not described in said tax-list and assessed as required by law; 
that’on or about October 2, 1895, Miss Foley, the teacher in said 
district, received from the supervisor of the town of Diana, the 
sum of $14 or more, upon an order drawn by said trustee for 
wages due Miss Foley, at which time Miss Foley had not veri- 
fied the entries made by her in the school register, and that on 
October 18, 1895, such entries still remained unverified. 

No answer having been made by said trustee Wicks to the 
appeal herein, the allegations contained in the appea! are deemed 
admitted by him. 

Section 62, article 7, title 7, of the Consolidated School Law 
of 1894 requires the trustees of school districts to prefix to their 
tax-list a heading showing for what purpose the different items 
of the tax are levied. Such heading is necessary to give validity 
to such tax-list, and a tax-list which does not show such items 
will be set aside upon appeal to the State Superintendent. Every 
taxpayer is entitled to see the tax-list, which should show him 
for what purposes the tax is levied. The items on the tax-list 
which are ordered or authorized by a district meeting should be 
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so designated, giving the date of the meeting which authorized 
the levy. Items which the trustees are authorized by law to 
insert without any vote of the district can be included in the 
same heading and assessed in the same tax-list. 

In the copy of the tax-list and heading annexed to the appeal 
is as follows: “Copying assessment and making teacher’s wages, 
$127.” This item is not properly stated. There should be an 
item showing the amount assessed for teacher’s wages, and the 
trustee has no legal authority to assess any sum for copying the 
assessment. 

A trustee of a school district cannot legally receive pay or be 
paid for services done and performed by him as trustee, required 
to be performed by him under the school law. The office of 
trustee of a school district is an honorary one. It is clear that 
some part of the item of $127 is for copying the assessment roll 
and he cannot legally receive pay for making such copy. The 
heading also contains the following item: “Rate Bill, $1.50.” 
Rate bills in common school districts were abolished by law 
many years ago. If the trustee by this item intends the item 
for his services relating to said tax-list it cannot legally be as- 
sessed against the district. 

It appears that after said Trustee Wicks made out the tax-list 
and warrant and delivered the same to the collector, he recalled 
the same from the collector and made alterations in the heading 
to the tax-list. This he had no legal authority to do without 
permission from the State Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
under the provisions of section 84, article 7, title 7, of the Con- 
solidated School Law. When a tax-list and warrant has been 
delivered by a trustee or trustees, of a school district to the col- 
lector, such trustee or trustees has or have no legal authority to 
recall such tax-list and warrant from such collector, or make 
any alteration or changes in such tax-list without the permission 
of the State Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

Land situate in a school district, owned by non-residents of 
the district, and which shall not be occupied by an agent, servant 
or tenant residing in said district, shall be assessed as non-resi- 
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dent, unoccupied and unimproved land in like manner as by law 
town assessors assess non-resident land, and a description of 
said land shall be entered in the tax-list, but in a part separate 
from other assessments. It is clear that said Trustee Wicks has 
failed to legally assess the non-resident lands situated in said 
school district No. 15, town of Diana. y 

Section 53, article 6, title 7, of the Consolidated School Law 
of 1894, requires the teachers in each school district to enter 
upon the school register the attendance of pupils at the school 
taught by them respectively as stated in said section, and to veri- 
fy such entries by his or her oath or affirmation. Said section 
forbids a trustee to draw any order upon the supervisor, collector 
or trustee in favor of any such teacher for any portion of his or 
her wages until such teacher shall so make and verify such en- 
tries in such school register. 

It appears that said Trustee Wicks has been guilty of a viola- 
tion of the said provisions contained in said section 53, above 
cited. 

The appeal herein is sustained. 

It is ordered, That the tax-list and assessment made by said 
Edwin Wicks as trustee of school district No. 15, town of Diana, 
Lewis county, and delivered by him on or about September 30, 
1895, with his warrant, to the collector of said district, and on or 
about October 16, 1895, recalled by said trustee from the hands 
of said collector, and said tax-list or the heading prefixed there- 
to, altered and changed by said trustee without the permission of 
the State Superintendent of Public Instruction, be, and the same 
is, hereby vacated and set aside as illegal and void. 

It is further ordered, That the said Edwin Wicks, without de- 
lay, make out a new tax-list with a proper heading prefixed there- 
to, in accordance with the provisions of law and the foregoing ~ 
decision; that in making such tax-list he omit therefrom any 
sum or sums for his services in copying such tax-list or for rate 
bill. 
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No. 4410 
In the Matter of the Appeal of Micuart Dippotp and others, from 
Proceedings of a School Meeting held on August 7, 1895, in Dis- 
trict No. 3, City of Kingston, Ulster County, in the election of 
S chool District Officers. 

Where at the annual election of school district officers in a common school district having more 
than 300 pupils therein, the trustees, as inspectors of election, appointed one Powers, a quali- 
fied voter of the district, to take the votes from the voters and deposit such votes in the ballot- 
box, no other power or duty intrusted to said inspectors by law being delegated, or given to, 
or exercised by said Powers. Held, that such appointment was an irregularity on the part of 
such inspectors, which is not approyed by this Department, but does not warrant the setting ~ 


aside of said election. Irregularities, mistakes or omissions on the part of election officers will 
not vitiate the election or defeat the will of the electors as shown by their votes. 


(Decided December 18, 1895.) 
Erinnier & Newcomb, attorneys for appellants. 
G. D. B. Hasbrouck, attorney for respondents. 


The appellants in the above-entitled matter appeal from the 
election of officers of school district No. 3, city of Kingston, at a 
meeting held in said district on August 7, 1895, but from an ex- 
amination of the appeal and the statements contained in the affi- 
davits annexed thereto, it is in fact an appeal from the election 
of Henry Beck as a trustee of said district. 

The grounds upon which the appeal is brought, in substance, 
are, that the trustees of the district, although present, did not 
act as inspectors of such election, nor did they designate any one 
of their number to act as chairman or to receive the votes cast; 
that they did not act as inspectors and receive the votes as re- 
quired by statute, nor lawfully appoint or designate any 
other person to act as inspector and receive the votes; that one 
Henry Powers, the principal of the school in said district, un- 
lawfully acted as an inspector and unlawfully received and re- 
jected votes; that said Powers refused to receive the votes of 
persons duly qualified to vote, and refused to permit persons 
offering to vote to make the declaration under the law, and threw 
ballots to the number at least of from forty to sixty, handed him 
by legal voters, upon the floor, refusing to deposit such votes in 
the ballot box; that at least seventy-five to one hundred illegal. 
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votes were received and counted for Henry Beck, who was un- 
lawfully and fraudulently declared elected as trustee. 

The affidavits of five persons other than the appellants in sup- 
port of some of the allegations contained in the appeal, and the 
affidavits of forty persons, each of whom alleges that he or she 
was a qualified voter in said district and who offered to vote and 
was not permitted to vote or swear in the vote, are annexed to 
the appeal. 

Trustees Beck and Weiss, two of the three trustees of said 
district, with sixty-eight qualified voters of the said district, 
have filed an answer to said appeal, and to which answer are an- 
nexed the affidavits of Martin J. Sweeney, Henry Powers, George 
M. Zellmar and seventeen others, qualified voters of the dis- 
trict, in support of the statements contained in said answer. 

The proofs filed herein establish the following facts: 

That an election of a trustee, clerk, and collector of school dis- 
trict No. 3, city of Kingston, Ulster county, was held on August 
7, 1895, between the hours of 12 o’clock noon and 4 o’clock P. M.; 
that Messrs. Beck, Weiss and Mulholland, then trustees of said 
district, and George M. Zellmar, then district clerk, assembled 
at the place designated for holding said election just prior to 
12 o’clock noon, and said Trustee Weiss was selected as chair- 
man of the board of inspectors of election; that said trustees or 
a majority of them, acting as such inspectors of election, ap- 
pointed Henry Powers, a qualified voter of said district, to as- 
sist them in said election by receiving the ballots from the voters 
and depositing the same in the ballot box provided by the said 
trustees; that at 12 o’clock noon, the said trustees, or a majority 
of them, being present and acting as inspectors of said election, 
and the district clerk being present, opened the poll of said elec- 
tion and received the votes, the said Powers receiving the votes 
of each voter and depositing the same in the ballot box, under 
the instruction of the said trustees as such inspectors of election, 
the district clerk recording the name of each person whose vote 
was received until 4 o’clock P. M., when the poll was closed 
and said inspectors of election proceeded to canvass the votes 
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cast, first counting the ballots to find if they tallied with the 
number of names recorded by the clerk; that the whole number 
of votes cast was 737, and the poll list kept by the district clerk 
contained the names of 737 persons as having voted; that Henry 
Beck received 429 votes for trustee for three years and Michael 
Dippold received 308 votes, and the result of the ballot was an- 
nounced by the said inspectors of election, and the result of such 
ballot and election as announced by said inspectors of election 
was recorded by the district clerk. 

It also appears that said trustees, or a majority of them, acting 
as inspectors of election, decided all questions arising at said 
election relative to the qualifications of voters, and as to whether 
any vote should be received or refused, and as to all other ques- 
tions which arose, and that said Powers took no part whatever 
therein, but simply received such votes as said inspectors di- 
rected them to be received and deposited such votes in the ballot 
box. 

The burden is upon the appellants to sustain the allegations in 
their appeal by a preponderance of proof. The answer and affi- 
davits annexed to the appeal deny that said Powers refused to 
receive the vote of any person or refused to permit persons whose 
votes were challenged to make the declaration required by the 
school law, or threw any ballot of any person whose vote was 
received, upon the floor, except under the direction of said in- 
spectors of election. The proofs on the part of the respondents 
deny that said Powers said in substance, “that he was running 
the meeting to suit himself.” 

The forty affidavits annexed to appeal of persons who allege 
that their votes were rejected were verified the latter part of 
August, 1895, but not one of them alleges that he or she was a 
qualified voter in said district on August 7th. Neither does any 
one of them state the facts relative to his or her alleged qualifi- 
cations as a voter so that it can be ascertained whether he or 
she possessed on August 7, 1895, any one or more of the qualifi- 
cations required by the school law, Fourteen of these affiants 
state that they are taxpayers in the district, twelve that they are 
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householders in the district, seven that they have children who 
attend school, but do not state that such children have attended 
school for eight weeks during the year prior to said election. The 
affidavits of Sweeney and Powers, annexed to the answer, which 
affidavits are not answered, show that the names of those claim- 
ing to be “taxpayers or freeholders” are not, nor is either of them, 
upon the tax-lists of said districts for the years 1894 and 1895. 
The affidavit of Powers shows, from an examination of the school 
register for the year preceding the election, that none of the per- 
sons claiming to vote by reason of sending children to school in 
the district had any child or children of his or her own, or re- 
siding with him or her, who attended the school in said district 
for the period of eight weeks within one year previous to said 
election. 

Admitting that each of these forty persons were qualified vot- 
ers and each had voted for Dippold, still Beck would have been 
elected by eighty-one majority. The allegation in the appeal, 
that from seventy-five to one hundred illegal votes were received 
and counted for Henry Beck is indefinite and uncertain. The 
appeal does not give the name of any one of the seventy-five or 
one hundred that it is alleged voted illegally, nor do the appel- 
lants show by evidence the lack of qualifications of any one or 
all of said seventy-five to one hundred, in such terms as necessari- 
Jy to exclude every presumption that such persons could not be 
qualified to vote under the provisions of the school law. This 
allegation is not supported by any evidence whatever. . 

The rule is well settled that an election will not be vitiated by 
illegal votes unless a different result would have been produced 
by excluding such votes. To warrant setting aside an election, 
it must appear affirmatively that the successful ticket received a 
number of illegal votes which, if rejected, would have brought 
it down to a minority. 

The election in said school district on August 7, 1895, was 
held under the provisions of section 15, article 1, title 7, of the 
Consolidated School Law of 1894. Such section provides who 
shall be inspectors of election. It does not permit, neither does 
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it prohibit, such inspectors from appointing a person simply to 
perform the mechanical act of receiving votes from persons 
whom the inspectors have decided are entitled to vote, and de- 
positing such votes in the ballot box. The trustees or inspectors 
of election, it seems, expected from the interest taken in said 
election that a large vote would be polled, and in order to enable 
them to act upon questions that might arise relative to the elec- 
tion and the qualifications of voters, they appointed Powers, a 
qualified voter of the district, to take the votes from the voters 
and deposit such votes in the ballot box. No other power or duty 
intrusted to said inspectors by law was delegated or given to 
or exercised by said Powers. It was an irregularity on the part 
of said inspectors which I do not approve, but one which I do 
not think warrants me in setting aside the election. Irregulari- 
ties, mistakes or omissions on the part of election officers will not 
vitiate an election, or defeat the will of the electors as shown by 
their votes. 

The appellants have failed to sustain their appeal by a pre- 
ponderance of proof and the appeal should be dismissed. 

Appeal dismissed. 


No. 4414 


In the Matter of the Appeal of Cassrus B. Lynpr from Proceedings 
of Annual School Meeting held August 6, 1895, and Special 
School Meeting held August 31, 1895, in District No. 7, Town 
of Antwerp, Jefferson County; and acts of Arthur Gleason as 
trustee. 


Where at an annual meeting in a common school district in the election of a trustee thereof no 
person received a majority of the votes cast in the ballot taken for said office, but the chair- 
man of the meeting declared the person receiving the highest number of votes elected trustee, 
and a special meeting of the district having been called upon the assumption that there was 
no valid election of a trustee and which meeting assumed to elect a trustee ; Held, that it was 
error on the part of the chairman of the meeting in declaring the person having a plurality of 
the votes only as elected trustee. That such meeting should have proceeded to ballot until 
some one received a majority of the votes cast. That such special meeting was null and void. 
That the tax-list and assessment made and issued by the person claimed to have been elected 
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trustee at such meeting be vacated and set aside, and that a special meeting of the district be 
called for the purpose of electing trustee and district clerk. 
(Decided December 18, 1895.) 


A. W. Orvis, attorney for appellant. 


At the annual school meeting held on August 6, 1895, in school 
district No. 7, town of Antwerp, Jefferson county, a ballot was 
taken for trustee of the district for the school year of 1895-6, and 
said ballot resulted as follows: Whole number of votes cast 
twelve, of which H. H. Kelsey received 6, Milo Paddock 3, and 
Frank Hicks 3, and said Kelsey was declared elected; that a bal- 
lot was then taken for district clerk, which resulted as follows: 
Whole number of votes cast twelve, of which Arthur Gleason re- 
ceived six, Frank Hicks four, and George Wood two, and said 
Gleason was declared elected; that after such meeting James 
McRobbie, the trustee of the district for the school year 1894-5, 
delivered to said Kelsey the books and papers pertaining to said 
office of trustee; that a few days after said annual meeting, a 
special meeting of the inhabitants of the district was called for 
the evening of August 31, 1895, the notices for said meeting 
being given by Kelsey, the clerk of said district for the school 
year 1894-5, with the consent of said McRobbie; that at said 
meeting on August 31, 1895, a ballot was taken for trustee that 
resulted in Arthur Gleason receiving a majority of the votes 
cast; that a ballot was taken for district clerk that resulted in 
George Wood receiving « majority of the votes cast; that the 
said Gleason received from Kelsey the books and papers, and 
assumed to act as trustee of said district; that on November 7, 
1895, said Gleason delivered to the collector of said district a 
tax-list, with the warrant, for the collection of the taxes assessed 
therein. 

The appellant herein has appealed from the tax-list issued by 
said Gleason, assuming to act as trustee of said district. An 
answer by Gleason has been filed in which the material facts in 
the appeal are admitted. 

Sub division 4, of section 14, article 1, title 7, of the Consolli- 
dated School Law of 1894, enacts that in the election of school 
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district officers the person having the majority of votes, respect- 
ively, for the several offices, shall be elected. It is the majority 
of the votes cast for a school officer that elects such officer, not 
the declaration of the chairman of the meeting. 

It is clear that at the annual school meeting in said district 
there was no election of a trustee or district clerk for said dis- 
trict. It was the duty of the meeting to have balloted until 
some one received a majority of the votes cast for trustee and 
clerk respectively, and the meeting having failed to do so, the 
trustee and district clerk in office at the time the said annual 
meeting convened respectively, continued to hold office until 
their successors should be elected or appointed. The special 
meeting held in said district on August 31, 1895, at which it 
is claimed said Gleason was elected trustee, and said Wood was 
elected district clerk, was illegal and void. There was no va- 
cancy then existing either in the office of trustee or clerk of said 
district that a special meeting of the district could supply. 

I find and decide that said Arthur Gleason is not legally a 
trustee of said district, not having been legally elected to said 
office; that for like reasons George Wood is not legally the dis- 
trict clerk of said district; that the tax-list and warrant issued 
by said Gleason is illegal and void; that James McRobbie is the 
legal trustee of said district and that H. H. Kelsey is the legal 
clerk of said district. 

It also appears that said McRobbie, as trustee of said district, 
prior to August 6, 1895, employed one James O’Brien to teach 
the school in said district. 

I find and decide that said McRobbie, as such trustee of said 
district, had authority, under subdivision 9, of section 47, arti- 
cle 6, title 7, of the Consolidated School Law, to contract for the 
employment of said O’Brien as a teacher therein, if such em- 
ployment was not for more than one year in advance; and that 
such contract is binding upon the successor or successors in office 
of said McRobbie and upon said district. 

As it appears, the qualified voters of said district have been 
misled by the action of the chairman of said annual meeting, and 
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the provisions of the school law, a special meeting of such dis- 
trict should be called for the purpose of electing a trustee and 
district clerk of said district. | 

The appeal herein is sustained. 

It is ordered, That the tax-list and warrant made and delivered 
to the collector of said school district No. 7, town of Antwerp, 
Jefferson county, on or about November 7, 1895, by Arthur Glea- 
son, assuming to act as trustee of said district, be, and they are, 
hereby vacated and set aside as illegal and void. 

It is further ordered, That the action and proceedings had and 
taken at special meeting of said district, held on August 31, 1895, 
be, and they are, hereby vacated and set aside as illegal and void. — 

It is further ordered, That James “McRobbie, trustee of said 
district, be, and he is, hereby authorized and directed to call a 
special meeting of said district for the purpose of electing a trus- 
tee and a district clerk of said district for the present school year. 
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NORMAL SCHOOLS 


eee REPORES OF .LOGCAL.«:BOARDS 


STATE NORMAL COLLEGE 
ALBANY 


Srxrx Annuat Report or tHe Execurive ComMrrrEr oF THE 
State Norma CoLLece For THE YEAR Enpine Jory 31, 1895 
To the Superintendent of Public Instruction : 
Sir.—The executive committee of the New York State Normal 
College, in accordance with the requirements of law, herewith 
submits its sixth annual report: 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


Several changes have occurred since the last report in the per- 
sonnel of the executive committee. Mr. Crooker, who was chair- 
man ex officio, retired to give place to Hon. Charles R. Skinner, 
who was elected Superintendent of Public Instruction and who 
therefore became chairman ex officio; Mr. Robert C. Pruyn and 
Mr. Frederick Harris resigned in January, 1895, and their places 
were filled by the appointment of Mr. Charles L. Pruyn and Mr. 
William Bayard Van Rensselaer. The committee as it is con- 
stituted at present is: 

Hon. Charles R. Skinner, Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion, chairman, ex officio, Watertown; Samuel B. Ward, M. D., 
Ph. D., Secretary and Treasurer, Albany; Charles L. Pruyn, A. 
M., Albany; Marcus T. Hun, A. M., Albany; William Bayard 


Van Rensselaer, A. M., Albany. 
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FACULTY 


The changes in the Faculty since the last report are as follows: 
Professor Floyd J. Bartlett, A. B., resigned, and his place was 
filled by the appointment of Professor Leonard Woods Richard- 
son, A. M., formerly professor in Trinity College, Hartford, 
Conn.; Miss Eliza D. Payntar was engaged as assistant in the 
grammar department of the model school; Miss Aurelia Hyde as 
assistant in the primary department of the model school; and 
Miss Anna E. Husted as assistant in the high school department 
of the model school. 

The Faculty as at present constituted is as follows: 

William J. Milne, Ph. D., LL. D., President, Professor of Phi- 
losophy of Education and School Economy; Albert N. Husted, 
A. M., Professor of Mathematics; William V. Jones, A. M., Prin- 
cipal of High School Department (Model School), Professor of 
German; Leonard Woods Richardson, A. M., Professor of An- 
cient Languages; Edward W. Wetmore, A. M., Professor of the 
Natural Sciences; Samuel B. Belding, Professor of Vocal Music; 
Miss Kate Stoneman, Teacher of Drawing and Penmanship; 
Miss Mary A. McClelland, Teacher of English Grammar and His- 
tory; Mrs. Margaret Sullivan Mooney, Teacher of Elocution, 
Rhetoric, and English Literature; Miss E. Helen Hannahs, A. M., 
Ph. D., Teacher of Psychology and French; Miss Clara M. Rus- 
sell, Elementary Methods and Criticism; Miss M. Harriet Bishop, 
Elementary Methods and Criticism; Miss Edith Bodley, Secre- 
tary; James Robert White, Pd. B., Principal of Grammar De- 
partment (Model School); Miss Anna E. Pierce, Principal of Pri- 
mary Department (Model School); Miss Ida M. Isdell, Principal 
of the Kindergarten; Miss Helen L. Sewell, Assistant in the 
Kindergarten; Miss Anna E. Husted, Pd. B., Assistant in High 
School Department; Miss Eliza D. Payntar, Assistant in Model 

School; Miss Aurelia Hyde, Assistant in Model School. 


ATTENDANCE 


The following tables show the attendance during the past year 
and a comparison with the attendance of the previous year shows 
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a gratifying increase. People are becoming aware that the col- 
lege offers a thoroughly practical training for teachers, and that 
competent graduates are in great demand, consequently a con- 
siderable growth is noticeable and it will undoubtedly be consid- 
erably greater in succeeding years. 


The whole number of students during the year is as follows: 


Peeper mere ry TL EUMIEE Goce uu ares Mare Kini S A ors 6 lets Seas Bea 266 
2 ES) GST oT eR ge gr 359 
Rererer ECO OCPALUIMEN C. <<. secs he ok hos ck ay ieee eae 23 

NONTETST a Tages ANE Soa a i en 648 


The average number of students during the year has been as 
follows: 


Rte RAMA CIINOTG 5: <<esds a Sisee oon 5 casei mw eed 6 Wiebe wd wisi as 233 
SNORE MMP PAVIA DICT EG cit) eGei thats ia os ral alensniehi'e ws & Fie) ise w Olele bo 339 
ehoipdercarten department. 6... 2. weak ewe ceases ensues 19 

RRR eae earn tile, ena anes k siya aes Ristars edie s es Fu sides 591 


The average age of students in the normal department at the 
time of entering was: 


CRIN SMC ee eA or mA, Cations fates oeeaae betel oat mn ishoe 24.5 


GRADUATES 
The following table shows the number of graduates for the 
year and from the origin of the normal school: 


Males Females Total 
Number graduated June, 1895.....-.-- 13 72 85 
Total from origin of the college ...... 1,215 2,780 . 3,995 


GRADUATES, JUNE 21, 1895 
Collegiate Course 


Name Post Office Connty 
Nathan Beckwith, A.B......--.----- isSIDO as shi J Dutchess. 
Fred» W. Brown, B.S., A.B -.-------- Brownsburg, Ind... 
Sarah Ellen Hawley, A.B....-------- Saratoga Springs. . . Saratoga. 
Carrie May McFadden, A.B.......--- West Chazy. .--- .. Clinton. 
Fred: J. Perrine, A.B..-:.-2--.---+-- Kingstone ~.)25 225: Ulster. 
Joy Ashton Reed, A.B ..--..-------- Womkergsi.. 2i.: ss Westchester 
Geo. Coombe Strasenburgh, B.L., B.S. Rochesier-..--.--- Monroe 


~ 
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Classical Course 


Name Post Office County 
Henry i. Blessittg<.. .-. cesses eee Guilderland -...-.- Albany. 
Harriet Wright: Burton... boa.s41. Sc): Alaiye eat oes Albany. 
Jessie Chambers 25. 2.5.cc0 give am oe oie Dion Aros 2 36 meters Herkimer. 
Diane aTlesple= Merona «neem csyeraee ae ANDANY nears hone Albany. 
Laura Edith Holliday..:.2.......2-- Canaseraga ....... Allegany. 
EVTa Bs ERUSLC Ck Gn neg eee eens ASS tae oe ote Albany. 
ETS DOO UL d OSU a ae casks, ore -tokey a pee tee Rochester... -2.:- « Monroe. 
Josephine: Keeny 2 aoe. .5 ase Bolivat=:3'3- ...-Allegany. 
Charlotte Elizabeth Lansing......... Cl bany Fe eee oe Albany. 
Jann O, Ale Laury ose. Sem acre North Kortright. . . . Delaware. 
Hobly Po Orchardo i a2 sees eee Beekmate ss) =. Tutchess. 
Praziett: Janes Misk ) screate slots a sees Palatine Bridge... , Montgomery. 
Anna Jeannette Robeson ...........- Newburgh ........ Orange. 
Iona Lakue Shipleye sass: 6 ose Spencer 2, . 2e2 62a. Tioga. 
dithiaeMary mith sen oe dees 5 Lys S525. 5.  e Wayne. 
Anna Isabella Thompson............ Canandaigua ....-. Ontario. 
iKAtberine lool yar 1. or mas are Schuylerville...... Saratoga. 
Mary Marie VanArsdale... ......... Castile): <2 2cs4saes Wyoming. 
Milen: Walle: in. : al ee aoe ee eee Albany. 3s scare Albany. 
Minnte-Mstelle- Waites... 2.2 o.<ses Watertown........ Jefferson. 
chemmenaenes \Wileyc. waa sec eee East Albany ...... Rensselaer. 
English Course 

Morparet: Aitken scx soe dce eee Johnstown ........ Fulton. 
Carrie: Cecil Balcom= <3. sat aaaigeea- Oxford 20sec ee Chenango. 
Maude Nadeau Beaudry .......-..... Westchester... .--. Westchester. 
EdnavAleie: Bliss, Ph.Bi geese. Alfred: -tti23 teens Allegany. 
ate: Wurman mpi 2s eet, Cees Rochesters: . 25.62 Monroe. 
Marian Christine Chubbuck ........-. Wellsville: 5-3 Allegany. 
Roberta M..Qochranes.2 5-5 <.- ..- 2.0. Pladson==2— tac sore Columbia. 
Louise May Coughtry ............... Slingerlands. ....-. Albany. 
Elizabeth Wrighte Courtney.......... Newburgh.c: ate% Orange. 
lille May. DeWitt1. 2:32 coo. 2. etree Chittenango. ...... Madison: 
Alice Evanell R. Duckworth ......... iene 2 eae Herkimer. 
Garoline= Damn ji. sent & clown Geeks Pataukunk.-.....-. Ulster. 
Annie Ti, Pintierans st os<.c vo. ees «+. Waterville .......-. Oneida. 
Nelhe Stacey < Mish. ce 9.co 2 tee cast Saratoga Springs. . . Saratoga. 
DeeL Lary WLOMrOstOr 2 hale érse hy. he ae tte Batale «ccc he Erie. 
nna . POON OA sin vicaute oie as ei eet Schenectady-...--. Schenectady. 
bari otte: Wells Howe: \o.csmeascnee. Prattsburgh ....... Steuben. 
hairy, ESS ELA coe koe rai cee, re ee Wpencer< 2 sje. aae Tioga. 
@urelia “Hyde. os Can ok up e eee Poughkeepsie ..... Dutchess. 
Katharine Cecelia Kennedy.......... Oohoes . 20 yas Albany. 
Margaret A. King, Ph. B... ........ Oairo vs <2 itceks ities Greene. 
palervin, Losey. «tise. pases teiclemicg cee Woedliall.: 538298 Steuben. 
Mary Genevieve Manahan............ Saratoga Springs... Saratoga. 
Mary Laetitia Marsh ic). ion. 00 i... Ballston Spa...... Saratoga. 
Agnes MeCnllough pinches. soe Newburgh........ Orange. 
Mary sNiGNeil... sso cuaeaee eects Argyle. 4022 sean Washington. 


Mary Frances Meagher .............. Amsterdam ....... Montgomery, 
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Name Post Office County 
REN MELOR TS ea a ke oe kee teats. ce eee a ce Oneida. 
MARU A UNGUMORD 5 fi eis 2 risis in Sacn aie Cold Spring Harbor.Suffolk. 
ISS CICS: Re a ee FUMB ROTOR, cote scarce Allegany. 
RES ECE ATRIOS Gc 5 oe we wk we fe AUS he a2 ee oa Albany. 
Helen Cecelia Sheehan. ...........- reyes hcl aves Rensselaer. 
Margaret Edith Stevens .,.........-- Bridgewater. ...... Oneida 
SESS ee res SHCA CE eas Wayne. 
Eiiesenee: Van Dizer. 220.1 si 2 ee 8 Newburgh). .5.‘/.-< Orange. 
Pee NPS W ALMCON swe eb ne Cais tie Schenectady ...... Schenectady. 
Celia Augusta Williams............. Coming 72.7722. Steuben. 

Special Course 
rere ane PIP PANS 1s 5 hci. we ac os eo Paarvert ce< 15°. as: ~ Monroe. 
Seeraey ty Durkee: > 525... 4-2 Se vs Fort Edward .....- Washington. 
PehanH enty Good sc... 405 6:5 hi. 48 Holley i045 ss-<6<% Orleans. 
Pano wired lamb. 2s .s/n5.2. a. LES Tee Wises i as aed Oneida. 
eros ORI S =e nnn Se = Springville: -~- 5-1 Erie. 
William Ainsley McConnell......---- Palteneyc..-i: <<. Steuben. 
Martha Sibyl Putnam -....-.<....--- Johnsburgh ......- Warren. 
fiabeth TF. Regan ..:.-<-....<--+- Wellsville: 3... Allegany. 
Katherine DeWitt Romeyn ....-..--- Inston r= ts oe Ulster. 
Peickicls.- Wil hams |. = =a os~ sane ts +% West lilay,<.3 ..<%5 Yates. 
Kindergarten Course 

wenny Jallian Arrison.....--..-..--- O59 (05.6 Bere ee ie Chenango 
imme Harcourt Charles. ..-......-.~< Albany! sare ss - Albany 
Prmeed! Ostet. <8 ot 0. neo Soils Atbanyics. Alvad ae Albany. 
PS el ee ee UAB Yc <n in oe Albany. 
Mastha Logan Martin.........-----.- Albany. <5. = Albany. 
Mary ‘Katherine Pease... .-....-.----- Milbatiyie.<. 2082 ae Albany. 
SESE DES 20 Sg FT Se a en ae TOR Set onc aaa 8 Rensselaer. 
Amelia Marcena Simmons.....--.---- CONOR aes sere oe Albany. 
ienrea UM. Sutherland../..:.-.....-.- Cohoer soso: kek Albany. 


The graduates mentioned above represent thirty-three (33) 
counties of the State, namely: Albany, 16; Allegany, 6; Chenan- 
go, 2; Clinton, 1; Columbia, 1; Delaware, 1; Dutchess; 3; Erie, 2; 
Fulton, 1; Greene, 1; Herkimer, 2; Jefferson, 1; Madison, 1; Mon- 
roe, 4; Montgomery, 2; Oneida, 4; Ontario, 1; Orange, 4; Orleans, 
1; Rensselaer, 3; Saratoga, 5; Schenectady, 2; Steuben, 4; Suf- 
folk, 2; Wayne, 2; Westchester, 2; Wyoming, 1; Yates, 1. 


Courses OF INSTRUCTION 
English Cowrse—Admission 
Those who seek admission to this course must be at least sev- 
enteen years of age, and greater maturity is desirable. 
Candidates for admission must pass satisfactory examinations 


~~ 
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upon the following subjects: Arithmetic, Algebra through 
quadratics, Plane Geometry, Grammar, Rhetoric, English Liter- 
ature, Political and Physical Geography, American History, 
General History, Botany, Physiology, Zoology, Physics, Chemis- 
try, Astronomy, Geology, Book-keeping, Civil Government, and 
Elementary Drawing. 

Those who present the following evidences of proficiency 
will be admitted without examination, viz.: State certificates, 
diplomas from colleges, universities, the Regents, normal schools, 
high schools, academies, and academic departments of union 
schools, provided they cover the subjects prescribed for examina- 
tion in the preceding paragraph, but pass-cards in advanced 
arithmetic and advanced grammar will be required in addition to 
the attainments certified by the Regents’, or other academic di- 
plomas. Statements from principals of schools, setting forth 
the superior qualifications of candidates in advanced arithmetic 
and advanced grammar will be received as evidence of proficiency 
and will exempt applicants from examination in those subjects. 

Examinations for entrance will be held at the college at the 
beginning of each term. It is not necessary that all the exam- 
inations be passed at one time; they may be distributed through 
two years, if the candidate prefers. Admission to the college 
can not, however, be granted until the examinations are success- 
fully completed. 

A full preparatory course in Latin or Modern Languages may 
be substituted for other subjects prescribed for entrance, but it 
can not be allowed for any subjects except those commonly called 
advanced studies. 


CoursE or Stupy 
First Year—First Term 

Psychology, Philosophy of Education. 

Methods of teaching the following subjects: Number, Arith- 
metic, Geography, Grammar, Composition, Reading, Vocal 
Music. Daily discussion of educational themes. Essays upon 
educational subjects. Preparation of devices for teaching. 
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Second Term 


Methods of teaching the following subjects: Algebra, Geom- 
etry, Physics, History, Drawing, Botany (Elementary), Zoology 
(Elementary), Physiology, Object Lessons, Civil Government, 
Penmanship. Daily discussion of educational themes. Essays 
upon educational subjects. Preparation of apparatus and speci- 
mens. 


Second Year—First Term 


Methods of teaching the following subjects: Chemistry, Book- 
keeping, Physical Geography, Botany, Zoology, Mineralogy, Ge- 
ology, Physiolegy, Rhetoric, Familiar Science, Solid Geometry, 
English Literature, Astronomy. Daily discussion of education- 
althemes. Essays upon educational subjects. Preparation of 
apparatus and specimens. 


Second Term 


School Economy, Elocution, School Law, History of Educa- 
tion, Kindergarten Methods, Methods of teaching Political 
Economy, Teaching in Model School, Sanitary Science, Physical 
Culture. 

Those who complete the above course successfully will receive 
a diploma, which will be a license to teach in the public schools 
of the State for life. No degree will be conferred upon gradu- 
ates from this course. 


° 


CLASSICAL CoURSE—ADMISSION 


Those who desire admission to this course must be at least sey- 
enteen years of age, but no one will be graduated from the course 
who is not at least twenty years of age. 

Candidates for admission must pass satisfactory examinations 
upon all the subjects required for entrance to the English course, 
and in addition thereto Solid Geometry, Plane Trigonometry, 
Caesar, three books; Cicero, six orations; Virgil’s Aeneid, six 
books; Latin Prose Composition; Xenophon’s Anabasis, three 
books; Homer’s Iliad, three books; and Greek Prose Composi- 


tion. 
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Instead of the requirements in Greek the candidates may offer 
a two years’ course in French or German. ~ 

Those who present the following evidences of proficiency will 
be admitted without examination, viz.: diplomas from colleges, 
universities, the Regents, normal schools, high schools,academies 
and the academic departments of union schools, provided they 
cover the subjects prescribed for examination in the preceding 
paragraph, but pass-cards in advanced arithmetic and advanced 
grammar will be required in addition to the attainments certified 
by the Regents’, or other academic diplomas. Statements from 
principals of schools, setting forth the superior qualifications 
of candidates in advanced arithmetic and advanced grammar 
will be received as evidences of proficiency and will exempt ap- 
plicants from examinations in those subjects. The Regents’ 
eighty-count diploma admits without conditions. 

Examinations for entrance will be held at the college at the 
beginning of each term. It is not necessary that all the exam- 
inations be passed at one time; they may be distributed through 
two years, if the candidate prefers. Admission to the college 
can not, however, be grauted until the examinations are success- 
fully completed. 


CouRSE OF SruDY 
First Year—First Term 


Psychology, Philosophy of Education. 

Methods of teaching the following subjects: Number, Arith- 
metic, Geography, Grammar, Composition, Reading, Vocal 
Music. Daily discussion of educational themes. Essays upon 
educational subjects. Preparation of devices for teaching. 


Second Term 


Methods of teaching the following subjects: Algebra, Geom- 
etry, Physics, History, Drawing, Botany (Elementary), Zoology 
(Elementary), Physiology (Elementary), Object Lessons, Latin. 
Daily discussion of educational themes. Essays upon educa- 
tional subjects. Preparation of specimens and apparatus. 
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Second Year—First Term 

Methods of teaching the following subjects: Chemistry, Phys- 
ical Geography, Zoology, Mineralogy, Geology, Physiology, Rhet- 
oric, Solid Geometry, Greek or French or German, English Liter- 
ature, Astronomy. Daily discussion of educational themes. Es- 
Says upon educational subjects. Preparation of specimens and 
apparatus. 

Second Term 


School Economy, Elocution, School Law, History of Educa- 
tion, Kindergarten Methods, Methods of teaching Political Econ- 
omy, Teaching in Model School, Sanitary Science, Physical Cul- 
ture. 

Those who complete the classical course successfully will re- 
ceive diplomas licensing them to teach in the public schools of 
the State for life, and the degree of Bachelor of Pedagogy will 
also be conferred upon them. 


SUPPLEMENTARY OOURSE 
First Term 


Carpenter, Mental Physiology ; Spencer, Education ; Hickok, 
Moral Science; Compayré, Elements of Psychology; Frébel, The 
Education of Man; Stanley, Life of Dr. Arnold; Mahaffy, Old 
Greek Education; Bain, Mental Science; Bain, Education as a 
Science ; Rousseau, Emile; Radestock, Habit in Education ; Me- 
Arthur, Education in Relation to Manual Industry ; Fitch, Lee- 
tures on Teaching. Discussion of current educational themes. 


Second Term 


Guimps, Life of Pestalozzi; Payne, Contributions to Education- 
al Science; Rosenkranz, Philosophy of Education; Winchell, 
Doctrine of Evolution; Hill, True order of Studies ; Parsons, Sys- 
tems of Education; Klemm, European Schools; Bowne, Intro- 
duction to Psychological Theory; Brown on Art; Jevons, Princi- 
ples of Science; Whewell, History of the Inductive Sciences ; 
Quick, Educational Reformers; Browning, History of Education- 
al Theories ; Rosmini, Method in Education; School Supervision ; 
Schools for Professional Training. Discussion of current edu- 
cational themes. A thesis. 
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Graduates from the English course will receive the degree of 
Bachelor of Pedagogy upon their completing the supplementary 
course. 

Graduates from the classical course will receive the degree of 
Master of Pedagogy upon their completing the supplementary 
course. 

Those only who have completed either the English or the clas- 
sical course in the college can pursue the supplementary course 
and receive the pedagogical degrees. 


CouRSE FOR COLLEGE GRADUATES 


Many graduates from literary colleges are of the opinion that 
the instruction given in the Normal College consists simply of a 
review of the subjects taught in our secondary schools, and they, 
consequently, feel that a year spent in such work will be of little 
value to them, not to say unnecessary, but in fact the instruction 
given is of a very different kind from that, and it is of a character - 
which will prove of the utmost value to them in the profession of 
teaching. 

A person who has completed a course at a college often deems 
himself qualified to teach, and the conviction is even more gen- 
eral that tact in managing pupils combined with good scholar- 
ship is all that is necessary to attain the highest success in the 
profession. Such ideas are obstructive of the best results in 
teaching, and the prevalence of them often prevents the best 
scholars and those who have the greatest natural endowments 
from seeking to learn the principles of their profession and the 
best way of applying them. If college graduates who have ex- 
cellent attainments in scholarship and natural aptitude for teach- 
ing would acquaint themselves with modern methods of teach- 
ing, and the established principles and the generally accepted 
theories of education, and if they should become skillful in ap- 
plying them practically in the schoolroom, they would adyance 
rapidly to the front rank in the profession. 

Graduates of colleges and universities will be allowed to se- 
lect (with the approval of the faculty) from the curriculum of 
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study a course which may be completed in one year. Upon their 
completing it successfully and showing their ability to instruct 
and manage pupils properly, they will receive diplomas which 
will be licenses to teach, and the degree of Bachelor of Peda- 
gogy will also be conferred upon them. 


SpEcIAL CourRsE 


It is often the case that persons who have been teaching for 
several years realize very keenly the need of professional train- 
ing, but they feel that they can not spend the time necessary to 
complete a full course, nor can they afford the expense which 
such a course would entail. A special course is offered to such, 
in order that they may gain a knowledge of the philosophy of 
education and acquire a reasonable degree of familiarity with 
modern methods of teaching. The demand for teachers of ex- 
perience in the mangement of schools who have skill in employ- 
ing rational methods of instruction is very great, and the oppor- 
tunity offered to such candidates by the college for equipping 
themselves to do the best work will, it is believed, enable mature 
and competent instructors to obtain a good knowledge of the 
philosophy and history of education, and to improve their meth- 
ods of teaching, so that they will materially increase their sal- 
aries and obtain more desirable positions than-they have held 
hitherto. 

The basis for a successful application of the principles of edu- 
cation to methods of teaching is broad and accurate scholarship, 
consequently, none who have not studied what are ordinarily 
termed the higher subjects in our high schools, and who have 
not scholarly tastes and habits will be allowed to pursue this 
course. 

Persons who have at least the scholarship required for admis- 
sion to the English course, and who have a first grade teacher’s 
certificate, and who bring testimonials from school commission- 
ers, boards of education, or superintendents of schools, to show 
that they have taught successfully for three years or more, will 
be allowed to complete a special course in one year. 
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If they succeed in doing the work of the course in a satisfac- 
tory manner, they will be granted a diploma which will also be 
a license to teach for life in the public schools of the State. 

This course will include substantially the subjects prescribed 
in the first and last terms of the English course. 


ELECTIVE COURSES 


Persons of maturity who have had large and successful ex- 
perience in teaching, but who have not the attainments in schol- 
arship required for admission into the regular courses, and those 
that have the qualifications for entrance who wish to pursue 
elective courses, will be permitted to enter the college and pur- 
sue such courses as the faculty may approve, but they will not 
be granted diplomas, nor will degrees be conferred upon them. 


CouRSsE FOR KINDERGARTNERS 
Admission 


Applicants must be at least eighteen years of age. They must 
be graduates from some high school, academy, academic depart- 
ment of a union school, or other higher institution of learning, 
that they may be mentally fitted to comprehend and apply under- 
Standingly the truths underlying the Frébel system. They 
should have a-natural love for children so that they may enter 
into childish joys and sorrows in a sympathetic manner. They 
should have the consciousness of a high moral purpose and a 
love for nature; they should also possess good health, industry, 


and a cheerful and contented disposition. They should be able- 


to play the piano, and have a true ear and voice for singing. 
Those who desire to enter this course must have good scholar- 
ship and the ability to understand and appreciate the principles 
upon which the kindergarten system is based. Fondness for 
children is very desirable and intellectual ability is absolutely 
necessary to attain success. Young people who have the idea 
that kindergarten work means simply amusement for the young 
will find that they are in error, for only those who are earnest 
students ynd who have natural aptitude for such work can hope 
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to secure a diploma which certifies to their ability to take charge 
of a kindergarten. 


Course of Instruction 


This will include lessons on the use of the following articles 
and occupations in developing the child’s mind:- Ball, sphere, 
cube and cylinder, blocks, tablets, slats, sticks, rings and peas- 
work; pricking, sewing, drawing, lacing, weaving, paper-cutting, 
and paper-folding. 

Systematic instruction will be given upon the principles and 
philosophy of training which underlie the kindergarten idea. 
Lessons on the care of children and on story-telling will also oc- 
cupy the attention of the students during a part of the course. 

Instruction in the normal system of music will be given, so 
that the kindergartners may be able to teach the rudiments of 
vocal music to children. 

Lessons in physical culture and kindergarten music and games 
will form a part of the course. 

Lessons in botany and natural history will be given, with meth- 
ods of presenting them to little children. 

Instruction in free-hand drawing and in modeling in clay will 
be given during the year. 

Students will be required to prepare pattern books of weaving, 
sewing, pricking, paper-folding and paper-cutting, and they will 
be expected to invent new forms for themselves in accordance 
with the principles underlying all the work. 

Students will be required to observe for a time the work done 
in the kindergarten, from nine until twelve. They will after- 
wards write out their observations and submit them to the class 
for approval and criticism. As soon as the students are quali- 
fied to enter upon the work of instruction, they will be given prac- 
tical work with the children. ~ : 

A course of reading prescribed, including such books as Auto- 
biography of Frébel, Reminiscences of Frébel, Education ‘of Man, 
Emile, Leonard and Gertrude, Baldwin’s Psychology, and othe 
works upon education. Frequent essays upon the various 
phases of the instruction and training of children, and abstracts 


of the books read are required. 


~_ 
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A diploma will be given at the end of one year to those who 
complete the course satisfactorily; but it will not be a license to 
teach in the schools of the State. 

Those who desire to enier the course for kindergartners must 
present themselves at the beginning of the school year in Septem- 
ber, because only one training class will be organized during the 
year. 

Only a limited number of kindergartners can be trained in the 
college, consequently application for appointments should be 
made as early as possible. 


KINDERGARTEN ASSOCIATION 


The city of Albany has a large number of earnest and enthusi- 
astic kindergartners. They have frequent meetings for the pur- 
pose of discussing questions pertaining to their special work, 
and they have sustained at a large expense courses of lectures 
by the best kindergarten experts in America. The students in 
attendance at the Norma! College are allowed the privilege of at- 
tending these lectures and of getting the inspiration that comes 
from meeting with and hearing those who have devoted them- 
selves to the work of training the young. 

During the past two years courses of lectures have been given 
by the following eminent kindergartners and specialists: 


Mrs: \duncretiay Waillard.’T reat: 4.2 ..-hen eae kee Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Migs Sarachcc Walisioss.< 20 ae on aoe Boston, Mass. 
Mrs. Kate Douglas Wiggin-Riggs..............-- New York City. 
Miss Lucy Wheelock:2: ayv ies Coreen Boston, Mass. 
DraW to: Sheldon, s:. 24/ocecie.c 2 ls Oe eee ea eee Boston, Mass. 
Miss inilie Poulson: Sa. occces oe eee Seem Boston, Mass. 
Miss Angeline: Brooke: Ue a2 ©. Save ee ee ee New York City. 
Miss Amalie Hofer.......... ee ee Chicago, Il. 
Bliss Brances NOWiGN Ga.) .% sn 2 qe age ee Chicago, Ill. 
Prot. EB We Wetmore. Po ks tose eon oe © eee ee Albany, N. Y. 
Prof... He /P. IW arretiss. ote ken te ee ior a Albany, N. Y. 
Prot ds: Ca neither ce ke aoe lees Albany, N. Y. 


nie Wie reip ir SUL sede eee eee Albany, N. Y. 


Moprt Scuoou 


A model school is organized and maintained that students may 
have an opportunity for observing the successful application of 
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the methods of teaching, and that they may have an opportunity 
to display their knowledge of the subjects taught and their skill 
in teaching and managing pupils. 

The school has four departments: Kindergarten, primary, 
grammar and high school. The courses of study cover the sub- 
jects necessary for preparation for business, for college, or for 
entering the Normal College. It is designed to make the school 
what its name signifies, a model which graduates may follow 
advantageously in methods of teaching and in discipline. 

The teaching in this school is done chiefly by pupil teachers, 
though model lessons are given from time to time by the teachers 
in charge, so that those who are preparing to teach may have il- 
lustrations to guide them in the application of the principles 
underlying education. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
Appointments 

All persons desiring admission to the college should apply to 
their school commissioner or city superintendent for an appoint- 
ment. The appointments will be sent by him to the Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction, who will send them to the presi: 
dent of the Normal College. 

Students from any part of the State may receive appointments 
to membership in the college, and school commissioners and city 
superintendents are not restricted as to the number of appoint- 


ments issued. 
Declaration 


Before being admitted to the college, students will be required 
to sign the following declaration: We, the undersigned, here- 
by declare that our object in entering the New York State Nor- 
mal College, is to prepare ourselves to discharge in an efficient 
manner the duties of a teacher; and we further declare that it 
is our intention to devote ourselves to teaching in the schools 


of the State. 
Expenses 


There will be no charge for instruction to those who are resi- 
dents of the State, and text-books will be loaned without expense. 
19 
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Persons not residents of the State will be charged twenty dollars 
per term for their tuition and the use of books. The amount of 
fare necessarily paid in coming to the college by public convey- 
anee will be refunded to those residents of the State who are 
present at the beginning of a term and remain till its close. 

Kindergartners are required to pay ten dollars for materials. 

Board can be obtained in respectable families at rates varying 
from $3.50 to $4 per week, exclusive of washing. Those who wish 
to board themselves can rent furnished rooms for from $1 to 
$1.25 per week for each person when two occupy a room. 

All boarding-places are visited by some member of the faculty, 
who inspects the house and its surroundings, and examines into 
the sanitary condition of the premises. Students are required 
to board at such places only as are approved by the faculty, and 
no change of boarding-place may be made without the consent 
of the authorities of the college. 

It is much better for students not to engage boarding-places 
before their arrival in the city, but those who are specially anx- 
ious to have rooms secured before they come should address Mrs. 
Margaret S. Mooney at 465 Madison avenue, who will give them 
as much assistance as possible. 

Upon arriving in the eity students should go directly to the 
college buildings upon Willett street, where they will find a mem- 
ber of the faculty, who will direct them to suitable boarding- 
places. Checks for baggage should be retained until rooms are 
secured. 

Situations for Graduates | 

Teaching as a livelihood has not been affected by hard times 
and general business depression. With the constantly increas- 
ing demand for professionally trained teachers of superior quali- 
fications have come higher financial rewards. To the young man 
or young woman, whose health, disposition, and mental endow- 
ments are good, who has received a collegiate or an academic 
education, and who is wise enough to know that it pays a young 
person to give an additional year or two to obtain a more ade- 
quate preparation for his life work—to such a person there is 
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every inducement to enter upon a course of professional training 
that will fit him to teach in the best schools of the country. 

Inquiry is often made as to whether graduates of the college 
are furnished suitable positions when they have completed a 
course of instruction. ‘The reply to such an inquiry must be in 
the negative, because school trustees and boards of education are 
the only persons authorized by law to select teachers for the 
schools. However, no pains are spared to secure suitable and 
remunerative positions for graduates, and those whose attain- 
ments in scholarship, ski)] in instructing, and tact in managing 
are excellent need have no fear of being without employment, 
for the demand upon the college for such teachers is always 
much greater than can be supplied. No graduate of the college 
has ever been idle because he could not find employment. 


General Suggestions 

1. Those who propose to pursue a course of study here should 
possess good health. Those who are exhausted by over-work 
should not think of entering the college until they have recov- 
ered their physical and mental vigor, for, while the work re- 
quired here may not be too great for a person in good health, a 
person in a feeble physical condition will be likely to find it too 
exhausting. 

2. The classes in every subject are the same for every term, 
so that students who have not sufficient means to enable them 
to complete a course by continuous residence at the college, may 
leave the college for a term, or longer, and return at the begin- 
ning of a term and continue their work. 

3. Thorough scholarship is necessary as a preparation for the 
successful study of methods of teaching. If students have not 
recently passed examinations in the subjects prescribed for ad- 
mission, it will be well for them to review the studies thoroughly 
before entering. 

4. Persons who are unable to express themselves in correct 
English, read with fluency, write legibly, and spell with reason- 
able accuracy, will not be graduated under any circumstances, 
no matter how capable they may be in other respects. 
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5. It will be advisable for students to bring with them any 
text-books they may have. They will be useful as reference 
books during the course. 

6. The college opens on the first Wednesday of September and 
the first Wednesday in February, and all applicants for admis- 
sion should present their credentials on those days. Those who 
are to be examined should also be present at the beginning of 
each semester, so that they may be examined promptly and as- 
signed to the proper classes. 


Location of the College 


The college buildings are situated in the most beautiful and 
attractive part of the city of Albany. They front upon Wash- 
ington park, which is a model of beauty and taste. The park 
ig not a part of the college property, but it is quite as valuable 
to the students as though it were. It comprises about one hun- 
dred acres of hill and valley, and lake and plain, adorned with a 
variety and profusion of trees and shrubs and flowers, with 
statues and fountains and everything to render it attractive. 
This park is thought by many to be one of the most attractive 
in America, and its proximity to the college makes it a source 
of profit and of delight to the students. The lake is within five 
minutes’ walk of the college, and in summer and winter alike it 
gives pleasure to all who frequent it 

The college is about a mile and a half from the railway sta- 
tions, but it may be conveniently reached by those who arrive 
by train, either by the Belt Line electric cars from Maiden Lane 
on North Pearl street, or by the Pine Hills or Madison avenue 
cars. which start from the foot of State street. They each run 
within a half block of the college. 


Libraries 
The college has a good collection of works of reference to which 


the students have access daily. Besides this, the State Library, 


the Young Men’s Association Library, the Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association Library, and the Public Library, are open daily 
for readers and for drawing books. In these libraries almost 
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any work upon any subject can be found, so that the students 
may pursue their investigations with the greatest success, and 
also become acquainted with all the current literature. 


_ Reading Rooms 

The reading rooms afford unusual opportunities to the stu- 
dents to acquaint themselves with current literature and current 
events. Every periodical of value that is published in this 
country or foreign countries may be found on the tables of the 
public reading rooms. Daily, weekly, and semi-weekly papers, 
magazines reviews, and quarterlies upon literature, science, art, 
religion and the trades, are open to the inspection of all readers 
daily. The reading room at the college is open every afternoon, 
and those of the State Library, the Young Men’s Association, 
and of the Young Men’s Christian Association are open through- 
out the day and until 10 o’clock in the evening. 


Museum of Natural History 

In this institution the State has provided, at an expense of 
nearly a million and a half of dollars, the means for studying 
geology, botany, zodlogy and entomology. The collection of 
specimens exhibited there is hardly equaled in the country, and 
it is believed that for educational purposes it can not be sur- 
passed. An opportunity will be given the students to acquaint 
themselves, as far as possible, with the specimens and the relics 
and curios which are found in the museum. 


Dudley Observatory 
No astronomical observatory in America is better known than 
this, and it justly stands high, not only on account of its appli- 
ances for observing and studying the heavens, but also because 
of the ability of the director and his assistants. The students 
of the college will have the opportunity of visiting the observa- 
tory and learning of the practical workings of astronomical ap- 


paratus. 
Gymnasium 


There is in connection with the Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation a superior gymnasium fitted up, at large expense, with all 
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the most approved appliances for securing proper physical de- 
velopment. The members of the classes are examined by the 
director of physical culture, and such exercises are prescribed 
as will strengthen them in the direction in which strength is 
needed. All the training and exercises are supervised by the 
professor in charge, and care is taken to secure health and ac- 
tivity rather than mere sirength. 


Lectures and Entertainments 
A course of lectures by distinguished specialists is maintained 
at the college, to which students are admitted without charge. 
The following was‘ the course for 1894-5: 


Albany Camera Club . : : ; : . 12 Exhibitions 
India : : ; Prof. Myron T. Scudder 
Twelve Masterpieces of Painting : : : Mrs. Dr. H. ©. Farrar _ 
The Study of Entomology .. : : ; . Dr. J. A. Lintner 
Tennyson and his Poetry. : ; : Prof. James G. Riggs 
The New Capitol (illustrated) . : : Hon. H. D. Cunningham 
Recital, Winter’s Tale : : . _..J« Miss Jean Stuart Brown 


In addition to the course at the college, two courses of lectures 
and entertainments are provided each year—one by the Young 
Men’s Christian Association at Jermain Hall, and the other by 
the Albany Business College. For these lecture courses no pains 
are spared to secure the best talent available, and the large au- 
diences which crowd the halls attest the approval by the public 
of these means of education. | 

There are also frequent opportunities to hear concerts given 
by the most eminent musicians, addresses by the most distin- 
guished speakers, and other entertainments by the best talent in 
the land. 

Professor Samuel B. Belding, the professor of music, gives to 
the students every term a complimentary organ recital. In these 
recitals he always calls to his aid the best vocal talent in the 
country, so that the students are rendered familiar with what 
is best in those departments of music. 


Iystirurions REPRESENTED 


Graduates from twenty-four colleges and ‘universities, both 
from this country and abroad; eight normal schools situated in 
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this and other States; and from 203 high schools and academies, 
lave been received into the college upon diplomas. 


Conclusion 


All letters with reference to the courses of study, conditions 
of admission, or other matters connected with the institution, 
should be addressed to the President of the College. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
The following statement exhibits the receipts and expend- 
itures during the year ending July 31, 1895: 


Receipts 


1. Amount in hands of executive committee Au- 
MN OM ETS. Gris ered hE a nies FSU av te aiasiv dey $1,746 23 
2. Amount received from the State during the year 
commencing August 1, 1894, and ending July 
31, 1895, from appropriation for maintenance.. 25,989 99 
3. Amount received for tuition in several depart- 
: ments during said year: 


CRO ORIN Neer tth okt in ovules $3,535 00 

Pe IRONIC, cig ke cio bao 2,195 00 

LS Gee ec pe ie os 1,027 50 
ee 6,757 50 

4. Amount received from all other sources during 
Siete RVI IN Sate. crtig Aart aicects 2 ofS hk elalale’ slew « 11 93 
5. Seta) Batrar eae teeth aoa ictalE Sainte paris a ates shi ie + xiao $34,505 65 


Payments 


6. Amount paid for teachers’ salaries in the several 
departments during the year commencing Au- 
gust 1, 1894, and closing July 31, 1895: 


BUOEMIA LS fess, oe aliiant a ss ar ole Se 4/55 $15,950 00 
PEGHMCHY UM cee ont te ooo ae ae 2,000 00 
Intermediate .......... ae eeaes 1,000 00 
BEPAIUATY egies. ches aacaveiads Fee 2,100 00 
————— $21,050 00 
7. Amount paid for salaries of janitors........... 1,599 84 
8. Amount paid for mileage of pupils............ 843 80 
9. Amount paid for library, text-book, apparatus. 1,310 59 
10. Amount paid for repairs and improvements on 


buildings and improvements on grounds....... 1,732 38 


ban igs. 
7 cy 
= ‘ 
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11. Amount paid for incidentals, and all other ex- 


penses not above enumerated ................ $6,151 86 

12. Amount in hands of executive committee July 
SL, LSO6 eo. kh se 5 Cec scahe aah a eee a 1,817 18 
13. Total; so: Sais es eee eee cee $34,505 65 

Estimates for 1896-7 

Salaries of teachers v.11. cha an oa eee enna ae ee $23,550 00 
PANO Bs. seas oa sas eee ee ee ee CRI aL eee ee 1,600 00 
PUTCO Cot ans Sed iy Adon, eeaye evant ear egar ty a a 1,000 00 
Library, text-books and apparatus................ 1,500 00 
Repairs and, improvements! >..2.% 2) m.isens a een os 2,000 00 
BON 7a) Ao. sre capeln dle eaters ha eae a are ee 1,700 00 
CURT ERP CN SCS is: 54.10 kanal: Wie ee oe: eee 4,500 00 
$35,850 00 
Hess estimatee tuition feed, ot) ee ee 7,350 00 
$28,500 00 


STATE OF NEW YORK, " ane 
Crry AND CouNTY oF ALBANY, § aes 


Samuel B. Ward, being duly sworn, says that he is secretary 
of the executive committee of the State Normal College at Al- 
bany; that the foregoing is the annual report of said executive 
committee to the Superintendent of Public Instruction and the 
Regents of the University for the year ending July 31, 1895 ; that 
the same is true. SAMUEL B. WARD. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 
18th day of December, 1895. 


A. R. Macponatp, 
Notary Public, Albany County, N. Y. 
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BROGIPORT 


TuHrirtieTH ANNUAL Report or THE LocAL BOARD OF THE STATE 
NoRMAL AND TRAINING ScHOoL AT Brockport. 


Hon. Cuaries R. Skinner, Superintendent of Public Instruction : 

Sir.—The local board of the State Normal and Training School 
at Brockport hereby respectfully submits its annual report for 
the year ending July 31, 1895. 

The local board is at present constituted as follows: Elipha- 
let Whitney, chairman pro tem.; Daniel Holmes, secretary; John 
H. Kingsbury, treasurer; Elijah Chriswell, Edgar Benedict, John 
D. Burns, Henry 8. Madden, Henry Harrison, Thomas H. Dob- 
son, Edward Harrison, 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT - 


SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 


Receipts 

In hands of local board August 1, 1894 ........... $0 15 
Received from appropriation for maintenance..... 20,001 88 
Received from special appropriations............. 5,082 20 
eC UOC RCEOU SCUUIOU vier cnn vce iels ths @ gars 8% wre Vers 1,505 63 

$26,589 86 
Seemed COTS. AAIABICS,..<)< over~ siancyele als so siee's chaise sa $16,700 00 
For salary of janitor and office clerk............ ‘ 1,050 00 
PpEMMUICASE. OF PUPILS. vee oeciee cee crs s de de caase 446 67 
For library, text-books and apparatus............. 1,064 93 
For repairs and improvements................0.5 3,003 44 
For incidentals and all other expenses............ 4,319 04 
mimount-on hand July 3!) (895.......0...5<.. -. 5 78 


$26,589 86 


—— 


~~ 
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Estimate of the necessary running expenses for the year nding July 


31, 1896 

For payment of teachers on present basis: 4 $17,250 00 
For janitor and engineer.........++++seerereeees 1,300 00 
For ‘miledfe. «..c008 hoes be eta re eee ae 300 00 
For ordinary repairs and improvements........--- 2,500 00 
For library, text-books and apparatus........---- 1,500 00 
For insurance (one-third of three years’ rate)....... 333 33 
HiT: CL el Sse ce es acoso cece tore uw aieont oe obese Me lore tewemete ice mae 2,000 00 
For water and gas.........se cece cecereceecceees 450 00 
For office clerk and assistant librarian..........-- 400 00 
For other incidental expenses..........0++eeeeees 600 00 

$26,633 33 
Deduct average tuition moneyS......-.+++++++--> 1,500 00 


$25,133 33 
FACULTY, ETC 
The changes in the corps of instructors for the ensuing year 
are as follows: Miss Fannie L. Avery has been elected critic in 
the primary department in place of Miss Josephine Twitchell, re- 
signed, and Miss Sara A. Saunders, teacher of methods in place 
of Mrs. Sara D. Jenkins. The revised list of instructors is as 
follows: Charles D. McLean, Principal and Didacties; William 
H. Lennon, Sciences; Charles D. Seely, Latin and Greek; Charles 
W. Smith, Mathematics; Arthur Tooley, Principal of Academic 
Department; Miss Mary P. Rhoades, Preceptress, Rhetoric and 
English Literature; Miss C. Minerva Chriswell, Grammar and 
Geography; Miss Jane E. Lowery, Mathematics and Latin; Miss 
Sara A. Saunders, Methods; Miss Elizabeth 8S. Richmond, Vocal 
Music; Miss Flora C. Willsea, German and History; Miss Bertha 
H. Coleman, Drawing; Miss L. May Nash, Physical Culture and 
Elocution; Miss C. Leora Read, Principal of Intermediate Depart- 
ment; Mrs. Louise C. Williams, Principal of Primary Depart- 
ment; Miss Mary O. White, Critic in Intermediate Department; 
Miss Fannie lL. Avery, Critic in Primary Department; Miss Eliza- 
beth B. Allen, French; H. 8. Griggs, Janitor; W. P. Elwell, Engi- 
neer; Miss 8. Janette Reynolds, Office Clerk and Assistant Li- 
brarian. 


ae 
ae 
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Locan Boarp 


During the past year has occurred the death of Horace Belden, 
and the following memorial was adopted by the board, May 20th, 
1895: 

“The members of the local board of the Brockport State Nor- 
mal School desire to record their sincere sorrow occasioned by 
the death of one of their number. There comes to all at the 
appointed time the end of earthly things, when the cares and 
burdens of life are removed and we enter into eternal rest. The 
dread summons that called our late companion was not wholly 
unexpected, but was none the less sudden and painful to us, so 
greatly was he respected and endeared. 

“Horace Belden became a member of this board in August, 
1892. A life-long resident here, he was always interested in the 
cause of education, and was familiar from the outset with the 
general management of this school so that his presence at once 
became an important acquisition. His excellent judgment, his 
careful deliberation, his wise counsels were most thoroughly ap- 
preciated. In all his official relations to the Normal School he 
was earnest, resolute and progressive, and was faithfully de- 
voted to the advancement of its interests. 

“An enterprising citizen, a man of sterling integrity, a valued 
friend and a Christian gentleman, we sincerely deplore the great 
loss we have sustained. To those who were nearest and dear- 
est we tender our heartfelt sympathy in this sad hour of their be- 
reavement.” 

Mr. Belden’s successor has not yet been appointed. There are 
no other changes in the board. 


REPAIRS AND IMPROVEMENTS 


The last Legislature appropriated to this normal school for 
“maintenance, general repairs, alterations and improvements to 
buildings and grounds” the sum of $19,850. 

Of this sum the board has expended $8,215.71, the items of. 
which, for the portion expended up to July 31, 1895, appear in 
the preceding financial statement. The remainder of the ap- 


~ 
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propriation will be expended during the coming school year. The 
expenditures are made under the direct superintendence of the 
building committee of the board, who have charge of the same. 
The improvements completed and projected, or now in process 
of completion, comprise the following: A new stone, slate-roof 
boiler house, costing, with additional] machinery, about $4,500; 
new floors throughout the main building, with wocd ceilings and 
wainscoting; painting of exterior and interior woodwork; new 
front stone entrance; an extension of water system; new stone 
walks; a refitting of the laboratory with slate floor; school fur- 
niture of the latest improved designs, and a large addition to 
the library, text-books and general school apparatus. 


STATISTICAL 
Whole number of pupils registered in each of the departments 
respectively during the year: 


IN OPM fee nce 6 ooo she eye SOOT Te A eee 440 
A CACOTHIO Te eee t lot Vceale eal Oo ee ee eee a ee 102 
Internvediate. |; .e1tte. ines oie eva berncdicta eee en ete eee 130 
Primary as 4s hey sks aol Cosh ns ete ro tees Oye ee eee 158 

TOU wise eee. 55 ok aru see cles RESTONS Calas CRO eee ke Sats eT CR RTO CE ee 830 

Average number in attendance during the year: 

Normal edie cos he oe ee ienen, Nes ee SOI Dee 331 
TAC CAGOmMIG ia Bik tN as Ve dire aed ae etre eee 58 
Intermed igte.cis sc havens ucuecdeeotieuate cts ue ae trae tena seam neue are nena 118 
Primary yh Te ee Sac cee hee eye ieee te eee 114 

Total © ..3 ecicisiwiearet bes rete ae oe of eran eee ei ee 621 


Average age of pupils in normal departments at the time of 
entering: 
Male josie cis VS siete Maleate ce a eas OWNS Wee eee 18.61 


year: 


Malema sicdatere ik ata aes ec wales Bade te Se ee eee ve 


TOUT ce ethernet eerie eros PPM Pa sich ck 5 Seem 51 
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Whole number of graduates from normal department since the 
school was established: 


STEP (ac 8 2 PRINS Sa 148 

Se I Gen aM: SMA WTSI ey a a i gigi one derma big 591 

OE SLEALD Rig cs G8 ea SRG ese cate a 739 
GRADUATES 


The following is a list of graduates for the past year, with 
residence, grade of diploma and title of commencement essay or 
oration: 


Class 1895. Fifty-fifth Term. January 29th 
NORMAL DEPARTMENT 
CLASSICAL COURSE 


Helen Allen Barnard, Albion, “Only a Girl.” 
Elbert Grant Soper, Wayne Centre, “The Signs of the Times.” 


ENGLISH COURSE 


Volney Earl Braman, Brockport, “Religion and Science.” 

Alice Estella Chase, Henrietta, “Drawing in the Public 
Schools.” 

Edith May Coleman, Manning, “The Wee Ones of Japan.” 

Flora Rosetta Kimball, Oneida, “Genuine Charity.” 

Maude Rachel Thayer, Rochester, “The Indian and the Col- 
onist as Shown by Cooper.” 

Edith Margaret Van Etten, Lyons, “The Summer Visitor.” 

Kate Onnolee Ward, Rochester, “ Miles Standish: The Man and 
the Soldier.” 


Olass 1895. Fifty-sixth Term. June 25th 
NORMAL DEPARTMENT 
CLASSICAL COURSE 


Luella Virginia Allis, Syracuse, “Shall We Read Novels?” 

Edith Irene Benedict, Brockport, “In the Tower of London.” 

Lulu Scott Brown, Brockport, “The Science of Cooking.” 

Mabel Conover, Amsterdam, “The Social Problem in ‘Mar- 
cella.’ ” 

Carolyn Louise Francis, Honeoye Falls, “The Kindergarten 
and the Primary School.” 

Burt Andrew Hayner, Middleport, “A Plea for the Genuine.” 

William Alexander Heath, Brockport, “The Ku Klux Klan.” 

Emma Isabel Hixson, Clarkson, “Our National Sanitarium.” 


~~ 
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Albert Harrington Kneale, North Bergen, “The Blind Parti- 
san.” 

Anna Elizabeth Moore, Brockport, “The American Short 
Story.” : 

Aria Benedict Morehouse, Brockport, “The Trained Nurse.” 

Emma Rosalie Munger, Warsaw, “The Fall of the Aztec Em- 
pire.” 

Mary Louise Pallace, Brockport, “Cheerful People.” 

Mary Boyle Pelton, Attica, “Ruskin as a Friend.” 

Elizabeth Smith, Brockport, “Patriotism in Our Schools.” 

John Walter Tracy, Parma, “Manual Training and the Pub- 
lic.” 

Grace Louise Williams. Brockport, “Napoleon Successful and 
Unsuccessful.” 


ScIENTIFIC COURSE 


Elizabeth Boyd Dean, Bath, “Napoleon in Social Life.” 
Elizabeth Welch Reynolds, Lyndonville, “Our Thoughts.” 


ENGLISH COURSE 


Lulu Anna Barber, Albion, “The Politics and Religion of the 
Puritans.” 

Eloise Canfield Bates, Brockport, “Boarding School or Col- 
lege?” 

Lucy Helen Booth, Shortsville, “The Present Aspect of Wom- 
an Suffrage.” 

Ellen Regina Brennan, Adams Basin, “Lessons from Louisa M. 
Alcott.” 

Kate Rose Byrne, Pompey, “The Successful Teacher.” 

Florence Rebecca Cochrane, Andover, “Home Life.” 

Margaret Winifred Flanagan, Seneca Falls, “Imitation Every- 
where.” 

Grace Foster, Hemlock Lake, “Enthusiasm an Element of Sue- 
cess.” 

Edith Rundel Higbie, Penfield, “The Study of English as a 
Means of Culture.” 

Lizzie Edith Jackson, Rushville, “Difficulties Develop Re- 
sources.” 

Mary Winifred Keenan, Rochester, “The Tombs of Egypt.” 

Bertha M. E. King, Brockport, “The Objects and the Methods 
of the Kindergarten.” 

Ellen Marie Malone, Spencerport, “What Is Extravagance?” 

Julia Irene McGuire, Bergen, “Peary’s Arctic Expedition.” 

Loren Stiles Minckley, Constableville, “Moral Courage.” 

Helen Adelaide Moore, Brockport, “Ingratitude.” 


‘i 
Me 
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Katherine Veronica O’Connor, Mendon, “The Power of Sym- 
pathy.” 

Cora Estelle Punnett, Rochester, “Outdoor Sports for Our 
Girls.” 

Ethel Ross, Spencerport, “The Art of Good Talking.” 

Charlotte Elizabeth Royce, Canandaigua, “How to Broaden 
the Student’s Life.” © 

Edna Mary Salisbury, Maple Street, “Scottish Character as 
Shown by Barrie.” 

Cora Mary Shank, Auburn, “Dialect Stories.” 

Harriet Luella Thayer, Lake Side, “How to Teach Geography.” 


ACADEMIC DEPARTMENT 
Course Preparatory for College 


Austin Morris Harmon, Brockport, “Cicero, the Orator.” 


Music CouRSsE 


Emma Barrows Bates, Morton. 
May Jane Gallup, Brockport. 
Aliee Louise Harrison, South Greece. 


COMMENCEMENT HOoNoRS 


For Teaching—Eloise Canfield Bates, Charlotte Elizabeth 
Royce, Mabel Conover, Mary Boyle Pelton. 

For Scholarship—Emma Rosalie Munger, Carolyn Louise 
Francis, Luella Virginia Allis, Anna Elizabeth Moore. 

For Rhetorical Work—-Albert Harrington Kneale, Burt An- 
drew Hayner, Elizabeth Smith, Lizzie Edith Jackson. 

Miss Bates had also the highest rank in scholarship. 


STATE OF NEW YORK, } .. 
CouNTY OF MONROE, is 


Daniel Holmes, secretary of the local board, being duly sworn, | 
says, that the foregoing report is true, to the best of his knowl- 
edge, information and belief. 

DANIEL HOLMES. 


Sworn to before me this 23d day ! 
of September, 1895. 
JoHN H. KINGSBURY, 
Notary Public. 


~~ 
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BUFFALO 


TWENTY-FouRTH ANNUAL ReEpPoRT oF THE LOCAL BOARD OF THE 
Sratzs NoRMAL AND TRAINING ScHoot At BuFFALO 


Hon. Cuares R. SkrnnER, State Superintendent of Public Instruction: 

Sir:—In accordance with the law, the local board of the Normal 
and Training School at Buffalo submits its twenty-fourth annual 
report for the year ending July 31, 1895: 

LocaL Boarp oF MANAGERS 

Since the last report Mr. George C. Greene has resigned from 
the board. No appointment has yet been made to fill the vacancy. 

The board now consists of seven members organized as follows: 

Hon. David F. Day, President, Buffalo; Thomas Lothrop, M. 
D., Vice President, Buffalo; Pascal P. Pratt, Secretary and Treas- 
urer, Buffalo; Henry Lapp, M. D., Clarence; Charles W. Good- 
year, Buffalo; William Hengerer, Buffalo; Hon. D. H. McMillan, 


Buffalo. 
FAcuLTY 


At the close of the school year Miss Anna A. Kimber tendered 
her resignation as teacher of methods in the Normal School and 
head critic in the School of Practice. Miss Gertrude M. Bacon, 
who has been Superintendent of the School of Practice for several 
years was appointed to fill the vacancy, and Miss Edith L. Huson, 
who has been a critic in the School of Practice for the past nine 
years, was appointed Superintendent of that school. 

The department of instruction for the year 1895-96 will be con- 
stituted as follows: 

James M. Cassety, A. M., Ph. D., Didactics; Mark M. Maycock, 
Drawing, Physical Geography and Librarian; Marcus A. G. 
Meads, Mathematics and Astronomy; Irving P. Bishop, Natural 
Sciences; William L. Sprague, Latin and Greek; Joseph Mischka, 
Vocal Music; Gertrude M. Bacon, Methods and Head Critic; Mary 
Wright, Arithmetic and Algebra; Isabella Gibson, Algebra and 
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General Assistant; Helen L. Dunston, Grammar and Composi- 
tion; Laura E. Sprague, Rhetoric, English Literature and History; 
Mary E. Nye, Elocution and Physical Culture; Clara Osthues, 
French and German. 


. SCHOOL OF PRACTICE 


This school during the next year will be organized as follows: 

Superintendent with charge of Ninth grade, Edith L. Huson. 

Assistant Superintendent with charge of First grade, Carrie 
Benson. 

Eighth grade, Birdie P. Alberger; Seventh grade, Hattie C. 
Manson; Sixth grade, Helen F. Burke; Fifth grade, Mary H. Fow- 
ler; Fourth grade, Cora B. Gaskill; Third grade, Annie E. Davies; 
Second grade, Ernina S. Smith; Kindergarten, Loie S. Palmer. 


IMPROVEMENTS 


The Legislature of 1895 appropriated fifteen hundred dollars 
for fire escapes for the school building and five hundred dollars 
for heating apparatus. These improvements have been made 
during the past summer and will add greatly to the safety and 
comfort of the building. 

The plumbing has also been thoroughly repaired and put in the 
best condition. 

The school is lacking in furniture, but the last Legislature did 
not see fit to grant the appropriation asked for to purchase ad- 
ditional furniture. 


ATTENDANCE 
The attendance during the past year has been up to the full ca- 


pacity of the school buildings. The whole number registered in 
each of the departments respectively was: 


oy awe ye (Re Tas SONI RR Ce eet tears rk Nga Mek CR ca oa 445 
oes, OTOL nO RT ep te tO, en Oe ee 12 
Ie O TALE in. fae eee es os tote ris een ee eae eet ess 226 
Primary and Kindergarten. ...-...-.+-+++++seeererereeses 251 

“QTERED Yo Sa Ged See Rent 0 Da Gr Lh ir RCO Sm De aC 934 
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The average attendance in each of the departments was: 


Normal 20s a is a Stee ere eT Oran Met Tete emret ones 344 
A CAGeMIC {h.04 fic PEEE lee O58 eerie See cua cee Rn 9 
Intermediate ss c.g. 4%. « <tera Seas aco meere sole ee ea rk ene 190 
Primary and Kindergarten ....2......000 3dew. os > sees 164 


3:1 (Soe a Ne ie AME Be EFA, FO Bore Ba ei OO CRM cher 20.2 


GRADUATES 


The number of graduates during the year from normal courses 
was sixty-six, and three from academic courses. 

The whole number of graduates from the school since it was 
established is: 


Erom: normal Courses ee <a cs suey conor tea a ae eee 816 
rom ACAGEMIG COULSES yc cie cae cele ieee ee einen 64 
otal oe eee ee ee ore ey re 880 


The following is a list of the normal graduates of the past year, 
with places of residence and grade of diplomas: 


Criass OF JANUARY 29, 1895 


Olassical Cowrse 


Tiga bel MSH Taser vtcc,o.aeccare cucrorsrerer see ee tere ee Buffalo. 
English Course 

Beatrice. Gurr sc.stc.c.. cons Sree Sin are Soetoro ee Buffalo 

SS BarbardaSaxtom css eee a ce ee eee eee South Alabama 

Millen de otrickland yo sce ae See eee eee Otto. 

Mary: Ay Young 02.) /..05 8 «45.0 ew ee ee Buffalo. 


CLass oF JUNE 25, 1895 


Classical Course 


J.) Perrine eAlbbottena. asen a ae otaiey S oes Stel cm ritieerer eae Orchard Park. 
Jessie S. Auld tise ce tantra. crtatit Stee ae eee Buffalo. 
Ida Marty. Barker yo. ’ci.os, cae neers ee ee Buffalo. 
Maria: ©... Barrett; is gc'eese 5 cretion ecto eG ae Buffalo, 
May A. Birdsoye.2. 2 cnn «eee es Gee ee Oneida. 


Sophie L, Blakeslee... 4a. fence wee eee Buffalo. 
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LINES ORAL go 8s cas SR gk Buffalo. 
Prarraretr dy MOWIEr. «2%. fe us caw ee ee eee es North Tonawanda. 
LSC DLE SRS te a a ee Buffalo, 
EIR TGGGGNEIE fhe Nes @ ste icicl eerie’. wine ae Alden. 
Onremeeabella: Hurlburt 5. <<... iinest vaame ees seer Artport. 
COR SS UALS oe ee eee ee Naples. 
Bairro bse MONON iam 5 cin <ce' oa Sine in ee eye's Big Flats. 
Bir eden a UCKGD mek k Race ocn Beast aah ins a Alden. 

Scientific Course 
LeRoy Babcock. .........--------2++--- 22 -eee: Alden. 
Avotus) ©. Burroughs. «.. 2.0.5.6 .-e ens fe ones eo New Albion. 
DN, CABY Soo 0 os ain s 5 Se ces eee nes emo Springville. 
alias (AY. ~<--% soo sees + eee eae Vion Pees Savannah. 
MUCANIIGH 226 5 ce xe eccrine sk bs aS ee Clyde, O. 
MAME TUNG «2c ea eee ws wee nt pee ee oe Suspension Bridge. 
English Course 

Nellic G. Blaok.......-. ..---- -+-+-+--+-+-++-+-+- Liverpool. 
ieen eR OCk = So caine Sees acini es Buffalo. 
Irene Louise Bundy. .-....--.--------------+------ Angola. 
Margaret T. Carmody.-..-...--------+++-+--20--- Batavia. 
Agnes V. Collins..-.-.----------++--+--+---5 . Buffalo. 
Wihare COMmstOCK . 253 <2 5<2. Sees oss sete Lockport. 
Meme Et. Wook eek == hrc sce soe oe ee eet StS Buffalo. 
Mary Elizabeth Daily......--.---------+-------- Batavia. 
Marne DOAD So os. < fece - famine ee doe eee Bees Buffalo. 
Francis A. Dewey --------------+-2e-- seer cree: East Aurora. 
Winifred A. Drury........-.------------+- +++: West Bergen. 
Sianra Louise Fennell ..-..-.-....--<--+-----+-5+> Buffalo. 
peppers Prater eae 65. oo ele ee we x8 eo Buffalo. 
Bere) GOrdOn «acc 2 og ee nhs ee eet se See eee ees Oxford. 
Eugenie M. Haag ..-..--.-----------+2+2- 220-7? Buffalo. 
Pe FL a WEIS ace «cts cine So ee oie eS ain winnie Buffalo. 
Mommas Wr Latris-< - 6. os nr. oe ee cs eee ee ene Buffalo. 
dit Nina EL@1MS. 5.6 snc oon nee a ens einen esses Ransomville. 
“Siegel gl 20) ES eee ee eee a Buffalo. 
Katherine Jennings......----------+---+++-ee07? Naples. 
Dicer arty RINGAGUEL, yo oc oie :-mie lore d Sin = 72 9 2 aie Hus en Se Gowanda. 
Margaret D. McClelland......----.-----+-+---- _.- Buffalo. 
Poehler Melirea.. sono ssc inci eee ee ee eee oe: Buffalo. 
Beale) MCHRCN oss se = a8 2 opine e's North Tonawanda. 
Detie Li) Maddever. <2. 2-3-2 <2. et ene = Niagara Falls. 
Miando J. Mitehell_--<..5 2. 6 ue ee eee ee eee Wabaunsee, Kansas. 
Porat Belle Mook: .=..-<~2s2.56--i 22226. 00- ++ -+%> Buffalo. 
Ree Nal alts 2 Sinta ccs a 50, oen nto SE + Sette os eee Batavia. 
Georgia Majorie Norton....---  .--+--+-++-+-+7--> Alabama. 
Perirgde es OFVISs ss <o5 2 <= ade Rer Sais slow AR es Oe Orchard Park. 
Pe ggeHlG METALS cn cncce sacs edd = Me euler eee see Buffalo. 
gees teandolph.s-.... 2-2-2 3-9 2-8 se Niagara Falls. 
Caroline B. Ruge......-----------ee rere Buffalo. 


Rimreame Sloat .. ~via ee ss ees se settee lett Buffalo. 


~ 
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Jennie M? ‘Taylonst vos cece a aaste oe  e e Buffalo. 

Carrion hl J Vrain ats: 3c bike ohn eg ee North Collins. 
Ada Van" Karenutl. <2 . 222 SPR ery re eee, 2 Youngstown. 
ihian Ws Walkers os. 2 caviar 40 a eee Buffalo. 
Margaretia TiiuWiardss 259 52. ge eat eee ee North Tonawanda. 
Jsennie.O, Wightman. Aovss 2665s a3 a2 sees .... Buffalo. 

hizabeth MOY oune. 10. <2) oe en eee eee Buffalo. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


Receipts 

Balance on hand, August, i892"). 5,37 ee $211 69 
Received from State (veneral): .i2sc.. 4 2. ele e 19,956 96 
- Co) SPMIELOR 68, eae eoeea i ere 1,971 00 
- oy OtHEL “SOURCES AN i .fcdnie apts te 2,000 00 
$24,139 65 

Expenditures 
Beachers, SAlaPICS uy 2. aAccch. eae pate eee AE $16,800 00 
SAVIOR sccpel atc atsy oy on eel os ont atadeterh Waa ee ae eo 799 92 
LADVALY 02 3a tottroda vce eters anda ATT A ea ee 57 00 
PERE DOOM Sehreshkt wa,6 ky eerste Seeetanete pst gee 325 05 
Repairs and improvements ...............0.0-00. 922 51 
MileaserOl PUPNS cies cee Seen ae AOR 430 97 
Buel ane MSWEs 4:/8 seo vores cee) ee ade ee ee 1,238 75 
Incidentals: io. vausan at dec ok a ee 3,447 18 
$24,021 33 
Balan Ce ON NAMGL &.x.2,m- 6h ater sae ete Ome 118 32 
ELOCRT US sacs Santen coc. ear es ere one saan ee $24,139 65 


Estimated expenditures for salaries and maintenance for the 
year ending July 31, 1897. 


Mor salaries of teachers ..... «caus «eek oe oe $16,000 00 
POL Wages OF JAMIORs.. dda BRON eee ee ee 800 00 
POP TOL. |. a5 gedhg CN Ove ee etl ale ae ee ee 1,400 00 
For text books and reference library.............. 500 00 
Kor Ordinary s/POPairns wns crs o< ed coe 800 00 
For supplies and miscellaneous expenses.......... 1,500 00 

DOURL, ss Uictagals Sac wk «ak ae tele ace ieee $21,000 00 
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STATE OF NEW YORK, 
Sans 
ERIE Counrvy. 

The president and secretary of the State Normal and Train- 
ing School at Buffalo, being duly sworn, say, and each for himself 
says, that the foregoing detailed statement of the receipts and 
expenditures of the said board has been approved by the auditing 
committee of said board, and that he believes such statement to 


be correct. 
DAVID F. DAY, 
President. 
PASCAL P. PRATT, 
Secretary. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me, 
this 9th day of September, 1895, 
H. T. RAMSDELL, 
Notary Public. 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 


PASCAL P. PRATT, 
Secretary. 


~ 
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CORTLAND 


'TWENTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL Report oF THE LocaL BOARD OF THE 
Srare NorMAL AND TRArnING ScHooL at CorrLanD, N. Y. 


Hon. Cuarutes R. Skinner, State Superintendent of Public Instruction: 

Sir—Pursuant to the statutes of the State of New York, the 
local board of the State Normal and Training School at Cortland, 
N. Y., through you and subject to your approval, hereby respect- 
fully transmits to the Legislature of said State its twenty-seventh 
annual report, showing the condition of said school under its 
charge for the year ending July 31, 1895. 


LocaL BoarpD 


Hon. William H. Clark, Cortland, N. Y., Chairman; John W. 
Suggett, Cortland, N. Y., Secretary; Hon. Lawrence J. Fitzger- 
ald, Cortland, N. Y., Treasurer; James 8. Squires, Cortland, N. 
Y.; Hugh Duffey, Cortland, N. Y.; Hon. Orris U. Kellogg, Cort- 
land, N. Y.; Theodore H. Wickwire, Cortland, N. Y.; Hon. Israel 
T. Deyo, Binghamton, N. Y.; Salem Hyde, Syracuse, N. Y. 

FACULTY 

The faculty for the coming year, beginning September, 1895, 
will be as follows: 

Francis J. Cheney, A. M., Ph. D., Psychology and the History 
of Education; Darwin L. Bardwell, A. B., M. A., Sciences; J. Ed- 
ward Banta, A. B., M. A., Latin and Greek; William A. Cornish, A. 
B., Mathematics; Clara J. Robinson, Methods and Superintend- 
ent of the Schools of Practice; Mary F. Hendrick, Elocution, 
Rhetoric and Literature; Clara E. Booth, French, German and 
Physical Geography. (Given a leave of absence for one year and 
Harriet A. Hamilton employed during her absence.) Helen M. 
Goodhue, Drawing; Caroline M. Curry, Science and Latin; Minnie 
M. Alger, Music; Julia A. Norris, Physical Culture and Office 
Work; Mabel C. Hurd, English and History; Grace K. Duffey, 
Principal, Intermediate Department; Maria W. Bishop, Critic, 
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Intermediate Department; Mary L. Eastman, Principal, Primary 
Department; Ella Gale, Critic, Primary Department; Emily C. 
Ormsby, Critic, Primary Department. 


GRADUATES oF 1895 
Normal Graduates—Classical Course 


Beha, Ottilia Margaret, Constableville, Lewis Co., N. Y. 
Clark, Lillian Wheeler, Homer, Cortland Co., N. Y. 
Conway, Mary May, Newark Valley, Tioga Co., N. Y. 
Dalton, Lena Elizabeth, Cortland, Cortland Co., N. Y. 
Howes, Mabel Sarah, Cortland, Cortland Co., N. Y. 
McConnell, Ella Amelia, Niagara Falls, Niagara Co., N. Y. 
Ryan, Frances Bridget, Syracuse, Onondaga Co., N. Y. 
Sharp, Anna Maria, Cortland, Cortland Co., N. Y. 
Stackhouse, Hariet Lois, Syracuse, Onondaga Co., N. Y. 
Townsend, Margaret Lulu, Moravia, Cayuga Co., N. Y. 
Turton, Lillian Mabel, Freetown, Cortland Co., N. Y. 
Wilcox, Mary Ellen, Trumansburg, Tompkins Co., N. Y. 
Webster, Harriet Viola, Cortland, Cortland Co., N. Y. 
Walker, Mary Lapham, Glens Falls, Warren Co., N. Y. 
Wright, Margaret Squires, Cortland, Cortland Co., N. Y. 
Brown, William Edward, Jr., Dryden, Tompkins Co., N. Y. 
Bell, Jesse Clarence, Munnsville, Madison Co., N. Y. 
Buckley, Michael A., Marathon, Cortland Co., N. Y. 
Clark, Almond Lucian, Cortland, Cortland Co., N. Y. 
De Coudres, Thomas Hart, McLean, Tompkins Co., N. Y. 
Miner, Carroll Peres, Cortland, Cortland Co., N. Y. 
Shea, Francis Edward, Fabius, Onondaga Co., N. Y. 


Scientific Course 


Alexander, Lena May, Cortland, Cortland Co., N. Y. 
Conable, Nellie Lauvilla, Cortland, Cortland Co., N. Y. 
Peck, Cora Etta, Cortland, Cortland Co., N. Y. 


English Course 


Allen, Nettie Flaville, Delphi, Onondaga Co., N. Y. 

Angell, Adella, Cortland, Cortland Co., N. Y. 

Bosely, Nellie Eva, Slaterville Springs, Tompkins Co., N. Y. 
Banta, Fannie Myrtes, Binghamton, Broome Co., N. ie 
Burghart, Fannie Amelia, Center Lisle, Broome Co., INSY 
Butler, Anna Grace, Cortland, Cortland Co., N. Y. 

Cooke, Jennie Christie, New York City, N. Y. 

Clock, Jennie Elizabeth, Brookton, Tompkins Co., IN. 
Crumb, Glenn Agnes, Brookfield, Madison CowiNin. 


~ 


319) DerpartTMENT oF Pusiic INsrRucTrION 


Fletcher, Caroline Belle, Cortland, Cortland Co., N. Y. 
Fletcher, Anna Elizabeth, Cortland, Cortland Co., N. Y. 
Feller, Cloe B., Port Gibson, Ontario Co., N. Y. 

Finch, Elizabeth, Cortland, Cortland Co., N. Y. 
Fitzgerald, Bertha Philomena, Elmira, Chemung Co., N. Y. 
Folts, Althera, Moravia, Cayuga Co., N. Y. 

Hoffman, Elizabeth Cutler, Niverville, Rens. Co., N. Y. 
Keeler, Alta Marion, Cuyler, Cortland Co., N. Y. 

Kinner, Harriet Maria, Cazenovia, Madison Co., N. Y. 
McGarry, Mary Alethea, Moose River, Lewis Co., N. Y. 
Matthews, Sarah Jane, Walden, Orange Co., N. Y. 
Middaugh, Nellie, Ellis, Tompkins Co., N. Y. 

Mooers, Clara Sara, Maine, Broome Co., N. Y. 

Sebring, Elizabeth, Lodi, Seneca Co., N. Y. 

Shea, Adelaide Mary, Syracuse, Onondaga Co., N. Y. 
Smith, Linda May, Borodino, Onondaga Co., N. Y. 
Snyder, Edna Mabel, Etna, Tompkins Co., N. Y. 

Taylor, Mary Elizabeth, Alexandria Bay, Jeff. Co., N. Y. 
Titus, Julia Alice, North Spencer, Tioga Co., N. Y. 
Wilber, Daisy, Preble, Cortland Co., N. Y. 

Wooster, Katherine Edith, Amsterdam, Mont. Co., N. Y. 
Babcock, Calvin Gaylord, Newport, Herkimer Co., N. Y. 
Livermore, John Eber, Whitney’s Point, Broome Cos Nove 
Lusk, Clayton Riley, Lisle, Broome Co., N. Y. 

Morey, Benjamin Isaac, Nassau, Rens. Co., N. Y. 

Oday, Harry Alanson, Blodgett Mills, Cortland Oos IN. Ye 
Sears, Albert James, Cortland; Cortland Co., N. Y. 
Spaulding, eat Reid, Munnsyville, Mediven Cou. Xe 
Wright, Charles Smith, Preble, Cortland Co., N. Y. 


ACADEMIC GRADUA'TES 
English Course 


Graham, Nellie Amelia, Cortland, Cortland Co., N. Y. 
Cowles, Grove Albert, Cortland, Goriana Co., N. ae? 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
RECEIPTS 


1. Amount in hands of Local Board, August 1, 

LBD Ms ob aceicsnlath faa Wee i $1,770 36 
2. Amount received from the State during the 

year commencing August 1, 1894, and end- 

ing July 31, 1895, from appropriation for 

maintenance SALia ke Ela a6 EU ga 23,249 85 


f¢ 

8. 

9 
10. 


of. 


12. 


13. 
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Amount received from State from special 


appropriation, for same time............. $10,449 25 
Amount received from all other sources 
LEI RESALO OAT 6 crac el save oa hye dio ies Au0d hoo 144 838 
LOCA Se Soy see's MERA PutERIR COMt ede ere ets 8%. $35,614 29 
PAYMENTS 


Amount paid for teachers’ salaries in the 
several departments, during the year com- 
mencing August 1, 1894, and closing July 
31, 1895: 


INOEINGH eit tira iin ie aie ees aes $13,550 00 
PIVCC POU LAU 1G hteey aenin 2e (ons hs a4 1,300 00 
PERMIT coh Re er aled eae hs 1,500 00 
a $16,350 00 
Amount paid for salary of janitor.......... 1,375 00 
Amount paid for mileage of pupils.......... 727 37 
Amount paid for library, text-books and 
PEERED eee te eee stares oe Ae ee es 5,626 78 
Amount paid for repairs and improvements 
on buildings and improvements on grounds 5,826 57 
Amount paid for incidentals, and all other 
expenses not above enumerated.......... 4,027 82 
Amount in hands of Local Board, July 31 
DO heat an enact opus MES hae oes Te 1,680 75 
ADEN tt ee) Se call Saag ie pease sel Reina Nae ries a ee $35,614 29 


An estimate of the probable expenses necessary for the support 


and maintenance of the State Normal and Training School, Cort- 
land, N. Y., for the next fiscal year: 


PePROPIe NOL THEEDUCEORS on. ohare bso niece eis 0 86 aoe eo. $20,000 00 
My CONE SA ATIBUOE osteo oa nie. d foo. e siie-a) aisles oe 0O on oles a9 5 1,500 00 
Library, text-books and apparatus................ 1,500 00 
OE TELM Sh 2S, Re ee ee ee ae 1,600 00 
mIRC WN ALOE cachet Gia ce diac ola Wate 8k «Asn eT 500 00 
RN One oat Whe: sc bof GE nae dane bis Sule ny 90 8% 800 00 
UO LRNITIS Se iia ls rc tn sen ea a 500 00 
UES Sc a ea IRC RO ee Depo a a 1,000 00 


$27,400 00 


~ 
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STATISTICAL 
1.” Value of: lot and buildings: . °22. °c asa. $202,914 84 
2. Value. of furnitures. ...c.0.- see 25,852 89 
3. Value of library and apparatus belonging to 
the: schools, 5 <:0siw.d)., « aie eta cle one eee 14,583 89 
POUAL me. 5 she secatase ce) tvs 2 er «hace faaalos 9 rare ieee $243,351 62 


4, Whole number of pupils registered in each of the depart- 
ments, respectively, during the year commencing August 
1, 1894, and ending July 31, 1895: 


IN ORT occa o-oo athe Sroederccnoes ial aeons EE CRE: Ree ee 550 
EN CACEMIG 2: ciaaerecke Suncre oke e ee e ee ereree 42 
INtETMECCIACE. se.ccatac wet ao se eae eer ee ee ee eee 199 
PYIMALY ss 5 bcin.6 cise eos. s Bee i ee a ee 212 

Potals sh ydoctetas, Hee Co ned ey Re ee eee 1003 


5. Average number of pupils in attendance for each of the de- 
partments, respectively, during said year: 


IN GEMMA: a: < Seiaysanis Whekeys euenct Stee ees Hee ee 450 
ACAGCEMIC«.. dae ase eiwe ERA Oe ee eee 29 
intormediate. (58 vsseckee se OS eee 167 
PRIMAL: sie Soyer es Baars c Rear tea ee hedece eccee Cee eee 185 


6. Average age of pupils in Normal Department at the time 
of entering: 


Li eet Pee Pers eee a Ea 19.9 

PPCTME TE? oie a «oe Se eens 1s pte RT RUT are ee 19.9 

¢. Number of graduates from Normal Department during said 
year: 

DEANE. oe soci Vie WG vx oie Bere el eS ee 15 

BOI Ae 5 Sea u: ews secs bn cao wig AN pe ere ene ee 48 

tt) rr ene CE i 63 


8. Whole number of graduates from Normal Department 
since the school was established: 


Males os viicis oa dates coe Us Se ORR Ne Ee el 224 
Memale 25 .\.0a't ia Giinisie's se Ok cle ela ae 913 
Dota: <.. we sia ie’e aighs-wik s ofeke: ot «cr iehOn hia teh teapot 1137 


oa a 
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The amounts given in answer to questions 1, 2, and 3 differ from 
those reported last year because of the improvements and re- 
pairs made to lot and buildings and the large additions made to 
furniture, library and apparatus. 


STATE OF NEW YORK, 
CoRTLAND COUNTY. 

William H. Clark and John W. Suggett, being duly sworn de- 
pose and say, and each for himself says: that he, said Clark, is 
Chairman, and he, said Suggett, is Secretary of the Local Board 
of the State Normal and Training School at Cortland, N. Y., and 
that the foregoing detailed statement of the receipts and expen- 
ditures of said Board on account of said Normal School, is true 
and correct to the best of his knowledge and belief. 

WM. H. CLARK, 
JOHN W. SUGGETT. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me ) 
this 28th day of August, 1895. 4 
F. J. BERGGREN, 


Notary Public. 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 
JOHN W. SUGGETT, 
Secretary. 
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FREDONIA 


ANNUAL Report oF THE NORMAL AND TRAINING SCHOOL AT FRE- 
ponia, N. Y., FOR THE YEAR ENDING JULY 3l1sr, 1895 


Hon. Cuaries R. Skinner, Superintendent of Public Instruction : 

Sir.—The local board of the State Normal and Training School 
at Fredonia, respectfully submit, in accordance with law, the fol- 
lowing report for the year ending July 31, 1895. 


Loca Boarp 

Hon. L. Morris, President; Hon. Louis McKinstry, Secretary; 
P. H. Stevens, Charles L. Mark, Hon. M. M. Fenner, F. C. Chatsey, 
Frederick R. Green. 

FACULTY 

Francis B. Palmer. A. M., Ph., D., Principal, Philosophy and 
History of Education; M. I. Dana, Ph. B., Vice President, Mathe- 
matics; Andrew Y. Freeman, Sup’t of Methods and Practice; 
Theodore C. Burgess, A. B., A. M., Ancient Languages; Franklin 
N. Jewitt, A. B., A. M., Natural Sciences; Homer lL. Holcomb, A. 
B., Intermediate Department, History and German; John P. Har- 
ter, Vocal Music; Miss Anna McLaury, B. S. Preceptress, Rhet- 
oric, Literature and Essays; Mrs. Leontine I. Newcomb, Kinder- 
garten Methods; Miss Julia Shepard, Drawing and Manual Train- 
ing; Miss Nellie F. Palmer, Principal of Primary Department; 
Miss Forella Hovey, Reading and Elocution; Miss Minnie Archi- 
bald, Critic in Intermediate Department; Miss Ruth English, 
Critic in Primary Department; Miss Grace McKinstry, Academic 
Classes; Miss Edith N. Curtis, Painting; Miss Edna Fuller, Phys- 
ical Training; Miss Maud Skidmore, Piano; Miss Adelaide L. Her- 
rick, Kindergarten. 

BuILpINGs AND GRouNDS 

Besides the repairs necessary to keep the buildings in good re- 
pair, heat has been introduced into the building from the Holley 
System of the Street Railway Company; the building has been 
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wired for electricity, and two outside fire-escapes have been erect- 
ed, the expense of which was met by the appropriation of last win- 
ter. The improvements have been highly satisfactory, and espec- 
ially the system of heating is worthy of mention, having made 
the entire building comfortable during the whole of the severe 
period last winter, when so many schools were closed in conse- 
quence of the cold. 
Booxs anp APPARATUS 

Both the library and the physical laboratory received very val- 
uable additions during the year by purchases made from the 
appropriation of two years ago. Also the Alumni Association 
and members have contributed nearly three hundred dollars for @ 
Richardson Memorial Library, in recognition of the esteem in 
which they held their late teacher, Miss Elizabeth Richardson. 


GRADUATES uF JAN. 267TH, 1895 
Classical 
Carrie Louise Harper, Brant, N. Y. 
English 


Agnes Emma Aldrich, Fredonia, N, Y. 
Lulu Emery Matthews, Laona, N. Y. 


GRADUATES OF JUNE 18ruH, 1895 
Olassical 


Arthur J. Austin, Otto, N. Y. 

Dean Banton, New Berlin, N. Y. 

Clarissa Mary Bailey, Silver Creek, N. Y. 
John Livingston Campbell, Portland, N. Y. 
Irma Campbell, Portland, N. Y. . 
Elizabeth Adaline Comstock, Smyrna, N. Y. 
Robert D. Eddy, Otto, N. Y. 

Helena W. Gilbert, Ellington, N. Y. 

Horace H. Howe, San Mateo, Cal. 

Mary L. Isbell, Sherburne Four Corners, N. Y. 
Rose Forrester King, Port Alleghany, Pa. 
Edgar Cary Markham, Elkdale, N. Y. 

Rob’t Alexander Wilcox, Findley’s Lake. 
Ella M. Wells, Leon, N. Y. 

Samuel Reuben Town, Leon, N. Y. 

Kate Polly Sanford, Forestville, N. Y. 
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Isabelle H. Shepherd, Titusville, Pa. 
Elizabeth May Shooke, Smethport, Pa. 
Cora Isabel Rutherford, Columbus, N. Y. 
Louia Arch Paschke, Fredonia, N. Y. 
Emma Dora Page, South Edmeston, N. Y. 


Scientific 
Bertha Maude Goodrich, Fredonia, N. Y. 
English Course 


Jennie Elizabeth Bidleman, N. Hartland. 
Harriette E. Blood, Fredonia, N. Y. 
Henriette Eunice Blanden, Trewsburg, N. Y. 
William Edmonds, Fredonia, N. Y. 

~ Amy Ann Grannis, Brant, N. Y. 
Grace Rebecca Markham, Elton, N. Y. 
Grace Adele Bolster, Fredonia, N. Y. 
Hannah A. Sullivan, Stockton, N. Y. 
Nettie Speeda Wilson, S. Dayton, N. Y. 


Academic Graduates’ Course 


Bertha Adelle Cowles, Landor, Pa. 
Elizabeth Pauline Eddy, Belmont, N. Y. 
Jessie E. Morrison, Dunkirk, N. Y. 
Flora Lois Thrasher, Dayton, N. Y. 
Alice May Wetzel, Titusville, Pa. 


FINANCIAL REPORT 


Receipts 

Amount'on hand August 1, 1894.................. $121 54 
Amount received from State (general)............. 22,000 00 
Amount received from State (special).............. 7,785 97 
Amount received for Indian: pupils: cs: 35 eee 275 00 
Amount received fran tnition{s.<cc eo ee 1,731 75 
Amount received from other sources............... 34 40 

OA ise aa )aeank ve ee hee Teen eee $31,948.66 

Expenditures 

Teachers’-salaries: \...b, Uocge decree ae ee $17,235 00 
Sanitor sos y..c ce seth nape eee kee eee ee 800 00 
Library, text-booksy)..-:0...5 405 | chk aie eee 2,681 92 
Apparatag—.< .0l. acid son ad Abe eee ee 1,514 32 
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Be eee Meee POT eae vn as ates aie CL eas cs veNens oe $385 98 


ME IORS SLO INE eo is ne eae a oie SEs ca wis 4s bee ees 2,184 22 
Incidentals and other expenses................... 2,290 97 


$31,948 66 


Estimates of expenses of State Normal School, at Fredonia, for 
year 1896-97: 


em CH Ore SEALAP ICH och. . saan C2 ax (sel oe wo daca $16,600 00 
SRE Ce EARY) roc nk lots SUE Cdl che Co alts 3% 800 00 
OLS Lecue hat i 2 TRAC gp Ri er ane a 2,000 00 
ENE RCE Sof nO ry oy od gaa rar 350 00 
RUPP ROR EG cic usbretys so iud aS lebipareee foo Secis \ aS ivwiecee « 150 00 
EE SONS SSS Ro pec ee ee 500 00 
Pett NOOKS ANU APPALALUS. .oiokcs Pub cud aioalee ese ose 1,000 00 
Repairs, supplies and incidentals.................. 1,500 00 
PE SG BG eh wea ie a Selcroiae mee ies Role va iss $22,900 00 
Pee AMEE SEMICON Sila sigoe oS 4 08 Finke Rae sie odo 900 00 
Appropriation required as last two years........ $22,000 00 


L. McKINSTRY, 


Secretary of Local Board. 
STATE OF NEW YORK, 
CHAUTAUQUA CouUNTY,  gs.s 
Philo H. Stevens, President pro tem., and Louis McKinstry, 
Secretary of the Local Board of Managers of the State Normal 
School at Fredonia, being duly sworn, do say, and each for him- 
self says, that the foregoing report of transactions of said school 
during the year ending July 31, 1895, is true to the best of his 
knowledge and belief. 
P. H. STEVENS, Pres. pro tem. 
LOUIS McKINSTRY, Secretary. 


Sworn to before this 11th day 
of December, 1895. 


B. F. SKINNER, 
Notary Public. 


~ 
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GENESEO 


Twenry-rourtH AnnuaL Reporr or tHE LocaL Boarp oF THE 
Srate Normau AND TRrRAmINtNG ScHooLt ar GENESEO 


Hon. Cuartes R. Skinner, State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction : 

Sir.—The local board of trustees of the State Normal and 
Training School at Geneseo, N. Y., in accordance with the re- 
quirements of law, herewith transmits its twenty-fourth annual 
report: 

ATTENDANCE 

The whole number of students enrolled in the various depart- 

ments of the school during the year ending July 31, 1895, was as 


follows: 
wormal department |! ii stats tone kale teeta oe 730 
Academie. Gepartiient: 5. <ct ws ok case ae See ek ee 70 
School of practice: 
Intermediate department .- 20.5%. <2... oe eee eee 183 
Primary department. ca. ee ee eee 19% 


GRADUATES 


The whole number of persons who have received diplomas from 
the school is as follows: 


DL OLOG | seo ce 65,07 abe ace. Saas euatOWke ae ee Ae ERR nee eae 2138 
BOMales Cisccsans Gewnia pac dee pales eae Oe eee 894 
DOTA «2 5 .sediesehcecvecg. «Ow vrs Suelo carer 1,107 


Males. oa Si evn «O02 Sd aloes Ee Cee 20 
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GRADUATES OF 1895 
Classical Course 


Marie Coon Allen, Alfred, Allegany County. 

J. Leslie Armstrong, Lakeville, Livingston County. 
James W. Alexander, Dansville, Livingston County. 
Almira G. Byam, Mumford, Monroe County. 

Emma M. Bolton, Sidney, Delaware County. 

Bertha Bergman, Friendship, Allegany County. 
Alexander T. Claffee, Honeoye Falls, Monroe County. 
Frank K. Cook, Garbutt, Monroe County. 

Ella I. Crandall, Bolivar, Allegany County. 
Elizabeth S. Carpenter, Dansville, Livingston County. 


William J. Connor, Avon, Livingston County. 


Eva A. Fox, Geneseo, Livingston County. 

Nellie Donovan, Campbell, Steuben County. 

Jennie O. Glennie, Geneseo, Livingston County. 
Williard P. Greene, Hemlock Lake, Livingston County. 
Charles M. Guldner, Honeoye, Ontario County. 
Myrta A. Hooker, Palmyra, Wayne County. 

Marion A. Hebbard, Mumford, Monroe County. 
Ethel A. Haven, Leonardsville, Madison County. 
Carrie E. Jones, Geneseo, Livingston County. 
Margaret C. Johnson, Mt. Morris, Livingston County. 
Grace M. King, Patchogue, Suffolk County. 

Jennie R. King, Patchogue, Suffolk County. 
Elizabeth C. Knappenberg, Tuscarora, Livingston County. 
M. Ray Lowry, Geneseo, Livingston County. 
Patrick H. Leahy, Canadice, Ontario County. 

Harry B. Lamson, Geneseo, Livingston County. 
Emmeline Moore, Batavia, Genesee County. 

Amy E. Mason, Palmyra, Wayne County. 

Fannie S. Mills, Mt. Morris, Livingston County. 
William C. Metcalf, Geneseo, Livingston County. 
Ernest W. Pedley, North Rush, Monroe County. 
Margaret V. Rorbach, Geneseo, Livingston County. 
Herbert F. Reynolds, Whitesville, Allegany County. 
Mary Ryan, Scottsville, Monroe County. 

Walter J. Randolph, Cohocton, Steuben County. 
Verne A. St. John, Wayland, Steuben County. 

U. Grant Stout, Ovid, Seneca County. 

Nora E. Stainton, Perry, Wyoming County. 

M. Alberta Smith, Canandaigua, Ontario County. 
Anna R. Silvers, Marion, Wayne County. 

Eda May Sackett, Addison, Steuben County. 


21 
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Eva B. Thompson, Perry Center, Wyoming County. 
Isabel E. Van Eps, Stanley, Ontario County. 
Mabel W. Voorhees, Corning, Steuben County. 
Myrtis Wellman, Honeoye Falls, Monroe County. 
Emma F. Wendt, Utica, Oneida County. 

Edward R. Wise, Geneseo, Livingston County. 
Gertrude E. Witter, Cuba, Allegany County. 


Scientifie Course 


Minnie M. Atwater, Elba, Genesee County. 
Florence H. Bowerman, Farmington, Ontario County. 
Katherine Fisher, Clarence, Erie County. 

Eliza C. Harvey, Wheeler, Steuben County. 

H. Louise Lee, Attica, Wyoming County. 

James R. Martin, West Rush, Monroe County. 

Carrie E. Palmer, Geneseo, Livingston County. 

Ola A. Rowe, Dansville, Livingston County. 

Isabel L. Smith, Geneseo, Livingston County. 
Gertrude N. Trunkey, Geneseo, Livingston County. 
George W. Witherell, Canaseraga, Allegany County. 


English Course 


Cassie E. Brown, Victor, Ontario County. 

Edith M. Bass, Fairport, Monroe County. 

Georgia Bennett, Savona, Steuben County. 

Eleanor F. Baker, South Livonia, Livingston County. 
Julia Graig, West Galway, Saratoga County. 

Mary J. Costich, Irondequoit, Monroe County. ’ 
Ella G. Cronin, Portville, Cattaraugus County. 
Maude C. Clarke, Lima, Livingston County. 

Mary A. Cragg, Rochester, Monroe County. 

Teresa M. Davitt, Bolivar, Allegany County. 
Elizabeth T. Dwyer, Geneseo, Livingston County. 
Celia Davitt, Bolivar, Allegany County. 

Hattie B. Deal, Allen’s. Hill, Ontario County. 
Gertrude L. Empie, Three Mile Bay, Jefferson County. 
Louise C. Engler, Rochester, Monroe County. 

Fanny E. Fox, Geneseo, Livingston County. 

Adaline 8. Grant, Stanford, Delaware County. 

Zilla M. Greene, Greigsville Livingston County. 

Sarah Hanna, Dansville, Livingston County. 

Bertha B. King, Belfast, Allegany County. 

Sarah J. Leighton, Avon, Livingston County. 

Caroline E. Lavey, Rochester, Monroe County. 

Kate Morrisey, Caledonia, Livingston County. 
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Mary L. Martin, West Rush; Monroe County. 

Mary J. Malone, Lima, Livingston County. 

Evelyn M. Nash, South Livonia, Livingston County. 
- Helen D. Nelson, Attica, Wyoming County. 

Jessie M. Osborne, Dansville, Livingston County. 

Maude Osborne, Stanard’s Corners, Allegany County. 

Helen L. O’Connor, Geneseo, Livingston County. 

Nellie B. O'Neil, Belfast, Allegany County. 

Carolyn M. Parnell, Riga, Monroe County. 

Blanche L. Powers, Savona, Steuben County. 

Margaret Quigley, Geneva, Ontario County. 

Katharine Reed, Caledonia, Livingston County. 

M. Elizabeth Reese, Cayuga, Cayuga County. 

Josephine Rourke, Schuylerville, Saratoga County. 

Maud I. Rogers, Lyons, Wayne County. 

Wilmina Rogers, Lyons, Wayne County. 

Emily E. Spear, Hornellsville, Steuben County. 

Florence M. Stubbs, Geneva, Ontario County. 

Charles V. Stocum, N. Hector, Schuyler County. 

Clara Louise Truesdell, Rochester, Monroe County. 

Grace C. Taylor, Rushford, Allegany County. 

W. Arthur Turner, S. Livonia, Livingston County. 

Stella A. Waite, Painted Post, Steuben County. 

Carrie H. Wedd, West Henrietta, Monroe County. 

Helene Watrous, Cuba, Allegany County. 


AcApDEMIC GRADUATES 
Preparatory Collegiate 
Ray C. Bateman, Scottsburg, Livingston County. 
Edward R. Bolton, Moscow, Livingston County. 
Oscar L. Howk, Ontario, Wayne County. 
Persis E. Mather, Hemlock Lake, Livingston County . 
Harry H. Rowland, Geneseo, Livingston County. 


Locat Boarp 

No change has occurred in the Local Board of the Geneseo Nor- 
mal School since the last report. 

The names of those who compose the Local Board are as 
follows: 

Hon. Soloraon Hubbard, President; William A. Brodie, Secre- 
tary; Charles W. Fielder, Treasurer; Adoniram J. Abbott, Hon. 
James W. Wadsworth, Col. John Rorbach, William A. Wads- 
worth, Col. John R. Strang, Dr. Walter E. Lauderdale. 


~ 
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Facutty 

Since the last report two changes have occurred in the faculty 
as follows: 

Dr. R. A. Waterbury resigned his position as Professor of 
Mathematics to accept the principalship of a State Normal 
School in Johnson, Vermont, and the vacancy was filled by the 
election of Edward D. Graber, M. S., C. E., of Des Moines, lowa. 

Miss Hester P. White resigned her position as Critic in the 
Intermediate Department, and the vacancy was filled by the elec- 
tion of Miss Ethel A. Haven of Leonardsville, Madison County, 
INESY 3 

The names of those who compose the present faculty are as 
follows: 

John M. Milne, A. M., Ph. D., Psychology and Didactics; Hu- 
bert J. Schmitz, Ph. D., Natural Sciences; Frank E. Welles, A. 
M., Ph. B., Ancient Languages; Edward D. Graber, M. S., C. E., 
Mathematics; Myra P. Burdick, Rhetoric and Literature; Julia 
R. Bailey, Methods; Emiline S. Curtiss, Grammar and History; 
Mary E. Burns, Botany, Geography and Composition; Mabel M. 
Hayward, Drawing and Painting; Sarah Parry, Elocution; Louise 
M. Abbott, French and German; Bertha E. Paine, Pd. B., Latin 
and Algebra; Grace P. Taintor, A. B., Latin and Rhetoric; Phebe 
B. Hall, Superintendent of Intermediate Department; Elizabeth 
McBride, Critic in Intermediate Department; Ethel A. Haven, 
Critic in Intermediate Department; Sara A. Goheen, Superintend- 
ent of Primary Department; Elizabeth V. Rorbach, Critic in Pri- 
wary Department; Orphe O. Milmine, Critic in Primary Depart- 
ment; Mary E. Parks, Vocal Music; Harriet J. Fraley, Instru- 
mental Music. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


Receipts 
Amount in hands of Local Board, August 1, 1894.... $148 01 
Amount received from the State for maintenance... 24,867 29 
Amount. of tuition, recelptss is «.nan a ocean 1,435 90 


Total ...ss.s sad Coat pagiaseate dean "$26,451 20 
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Payments 

Amount paid for teachers’ salaries................ $17,800 00 
Amount paid for salaries of janitors................ 1,185 01 
Amount paid for mileage of pupils................ 1,431 90 
Amount paid for library, text-books and apparatus. . 978 85 
Amount paid for repairs and improvements........ 576 69 
mmount paid:for incidentals. ... 3.0.60. cece eee es 4,334 84 
Amount in hands of Local Board, July 31, 1895...... 143 91 

2 IUSTOS SEIS TR oe ee a $26,451 20 


An estimate of the necessary running expenses for the year end- 
ing September 30, 1897. 


For payment of teachers on basis of present appoint- 


RR eee CE re le cae Mngt ier tect rec, sitters ox 6 Gu. hae $17,800 00 
For additional teacher of Mathematics (male)...... 1,400 00 
For two additional teachers in training school...... 1,200 00 
For payment of janitor and assistants............. 1,250 00 
FDS) ITASCA a ane a rag Le me 1,600 00 
Me TOEUIIEY TENOITS oo. cocks ecco a SSS vec ba dees 1,000 00 
Hor text-books and apparatus. ... 2.2.60... 06.0085 1,400 00 
PRN MPR OMIGE ee og ei e's Val it. wats. Ltwctle oxen 350 00 
eRe TAN AI). WALTER co. 6 ao; a aa Selienss bp bas 2,250 00 
For other expenses incidental .................... 2,650 00 
For increase in salary of teachers.................. 600 00 

et UMM Rei Gon a Petts x haan! bie da Ss vs $31,500 00 
Peauct possible TUIMIONS’ . Sasa. snee es eal Ose 1,400 00 
Amount of appropriation needed.................. $30,100 00 


STATE OF NEW YORK, pies 
CounTY OF LIVINGSTON, §°""’ 


William A. Brodie, secretary, being duly sworn, says for him- 
self, that he has examined the foregoing statement of receipts 
and expenditures, and that he believes the same to be correct. 


WILLIAM A BRODIE, 


Secretary. 


Sworn to before me this 21st day of ) 
August, 1895. 


SAMUEL H. BLYTH, 
Justice of the Peace. 
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NEW PALTZ 


: 3 
Tewro ANNUAL Report or THE Locat BoarRD OF THE STATE 
NorMAL AND TRAINING ScHooL aT New PALTZ 


Hon. Cuarres R. Skinner, State Superintendent of Public Instruction : 


Sir.—The local board of the State Normal and Training School 
at New Paltz, Ulster county, hereby submits its tenth annual 
report for the year ending July 31, 1895. 


LocaL BoarpD 


No changes have occurred in the local board. It is composed 
of the following gentlemen: 

Hon. Albert K. Smiley, president, Mohonk Lake; Solomon 
Deyo, secretary, New Paltz; Dr. Charles W. Deyo, treasurer, 
Kingston; Hon. Jacob Le Fever, New Paltz; Hon. George H. 
Sharpe, Kingston; Hon. Alton B. Parker, Kingston; Josiah J. 
Has Brouck, Esq., New Paltz; Hon. Jacob D. Wurts, Kingston ; 
Lambert Jenkins, Esq., Forest Glen. 


FAcULTY 


Miss Kate M. Denison and Miss Mina S. F. Powers resigned 
their positions, to take effect at the close of the school year. 

The following nominations to fill vacancies were made and ap- 
proved: 

Elmer James Bailey, Ph. B., and Mary E. Harris. 

The schedule which follows contains the names of the present 
instructors and the departments to which they have been as- 
signed. 

Frank S. Capen, A. M., Ph. D., Principal, Psychology and Di- 
dactics; Henry L. Griffis, A. M., Natural Sciences; Walter | 
S. Lattimer, A. M., Mathematics; Villa F. Page, Meth- 
ods, Elocution and Superintendent of Schools of Practice; 
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Elmer James Bailey, Ph. B., English Language and Literature; 
K. M. Gage, A. M., Ancient Languages; Mary E. Babbitt, Ph. B., 
Pd. B., Modern Languages and History; Anna M. Morgan, Draw- 
ing and Physical Culture; Jeanette E. Graham, Pd. B., English 
and Latin; Mary E. Harris, Methods and Principal of Interme- 
diate Department; France M. Witter, Methods and Principal of 
Primary Department; Anna M. Reed, Vocal Music and Criticism; 
Charlotte E. Reeve, Critis in Intermediate Department; Ella A. 
Fallon, Critic in Primary Department; Josephine Lindholm, In- 
strumental Music. 


ATYENDANCE 


The whole number of students enrolled in the various de- 
partments during the school year ending July 31, 1895, was as 


follows: 

Ie NARUINONG Socata <a css ob Kee tle ws eves Gees 317 

neeTRERCOE UE UIIENG oe ee) tie gah A omenees Gis w vse, oe nae ® 21 

Deore CR ATEMOCI 28 hoe eet cinta Sil etaedie not: » pts 159 

EIR PC UIET EIGN ors ogee sink his else Was 35's aber wae wa 115 
Rie rer et any err rau Mees Sigadies <p we eoee ge hes 612 


Average number of students in attendance for each depart- 
ment during said year: 


“SON EERIE bere he ASS SEO aOR eee ce 255.58 
EX ODVESTINE SS eS OF BE IR COOr te tS Oo eae nae ear e 14.21 
A YaAeCS TEEN OGHE TE Cea ete chee Pete lS Resi to ta Neila se Gane wt altbsh: aureo'ous,"o a8" 115.31 
AMARANTE Val ote lectoe stan ia Alri Daan er Races Sie od www 84.61 

469.71 


Average age of pupils in normal department at the time of 
entering: 
vscpese age Ua Fe ea i rot eee ee 20.1 


~ 


828 Department oF Posiic InstRucTION 


CoMPARATIVE TABLE SINCE THE SCHOOL WAS ORGANIZED IN 1886 


NoRMAL ACADEMIC Practice | Toray NUMBER 
STUDENTS STUDENTS SCHOOL oF STUDENTS Z 
>) ) >) ) = 
2 £3 Be Rs a £3 a] AS | g 
We eed ee ete eel ba oie Roch) | 
4 <q ° 4 4 q 4 4 A a a 
—— 1886-. 39 37 22 20 28 23 89 SON] ate ek eee 
1886-1887. - 80 63 31 24 | 76 | 49 187 136 5 | $79 38 
1887-1888. . | 113 78 31 18 270 181 414 277 23 131 95 
1888-1889. -. 125 95 31 23 274 183 | 430 301 41 257 36 
1889-1890. . . 139 106 18 14 273 190 430 310 30 310 63 
1890-1891. 191 147 18 13 208 145 | 417 305 31 478 11 
1891-1892... 227 171 16 13 277 180 520 363 42 501 68 
1892-1893... 209 174 29 22 272 188 510 384 29 | 468 28 
1893-1894. . . 263 213 30 23 253 166 | 546 402 57 555 72 
1894-1895... 817 256 21 14 274 200 | 612 470 47 614 14 
GRADUATES 
Number of graduates during said year: 
Normal department:2"\ <:20. tute cadeae ce sae ae 47 


The whole number of persons who have received normal di- 
plomas from the school is as follows: 


MICS IR etal. te alae oid acy ee eal RI ek 1 ee ee 48 
Females .... sig al Sue @ abe" 2 CORO ERE IG se wate Ge eaaaee ee ea 238 
Total” cas oes oT Fee ee eee 286 


GRADUATES OF 1895 


Classical Course 


Name and County. Theme. 

Alice Brower, Queens ............ Literature for Children. 

Harriet Fraser, Orange ........... The Necessity of a Classical Edu- 
cation. 

George Balthaser Germann, Kings. . The New Education. 

Martin Has Brouck, Ulster ........ The Effect of the Present School 
System on Individuality. 

Carrie Bennett Kniflin, Orange... . . Imitation a Factor in Progress. 


Ira Deyo Minard, Ulster .........:'The Appian Way. 
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Advanced English Course 


; Name and County Theme 
Jessica Anderson, Richmond........ The Future Foreshadowed in Child- 
hood. 
Katharine Claire Bannon, Orange ...The Society of Solitude. 
May Augusta Berns, Orange... ..... What Next? 
Jane Philip Clum, Columbia ...... Froebel as an Educator. 


Margaret Lounsberg DeWitt, Ulster... The Language of Children. 
Katharine Wolcott Egbert, Richmond. The Blighting Effect of Distrust. 
Katharine Agnes Heitlinger, Rockland. The Practical Value of Education. 
Mabel Tilton Horton, Dutchess ..... A Liberal Education Should Pre- 
cede a Professional Training. 
Estella Wagner Huestis, Dutchess...How We are Deceived by Our 


Senses. 
Grace Lucinda Hulse, Suffolk....... The Newspaper as an Educator. 
Ora Jansen, Ulster......  ........ The Poet and Story-Teller, Edgar 
Allan Poe. 
Adele Marquart, Ulster ............ Correlation of Subjects. 
Augusta Susan Meeker, Suffolk .. --- The Social Aspect of Kindergartens. 
Margaret Mills, Westchester........ Reading as an Aid to Moral Training 


Elizabeth Rochford Monsell, Suffolk .‘Uhe Influence of Hawthorne’s Early 
Life on his Writings. 
Mary Elizabeth Oelhafen, New York. Nature as a Teacher of Childhood. 


Edith Payne, Queens.............- After Many Days. 

Glennie Merrello Pine, Ulster. ...... How to Use Amusements. 

Frances Purdy, Ulster.......-..... One Method of Teaching Geography. 
Laura Bell Tuttle, Westchester ..... Work of a Practice Teacher. 
Eleanor Thompson Wilber, Orange . . Influences of Comenius. 

Adelaide Wixon, Dutchess........-.. Life and Influence of Savonarola. 


Elementary English Course 


Minnie Bernard Atkins, Ulster... ... The Power of Conscience. 

Daisy Henderson Alcock, Orange ...The Popular Field of Education. 
ametia birch, Orange. ...2........- What is a Liberal Education ? 
Caroline Birdsall, Westchester ....-. Art of School Management. 

Mary Frances Clemens, Dutchess. ... Work in Summer Schools. 
Katharine Agnes Cunniffe, Orange. ..Small Beginnings. 

Janet Gertrude Dittess, Orange -..- . The Synthetic Method of Reading. 


Lila Adelaide Ferris, Westchester. ... Hypnotism an Important Factor. 


Clara Wibert Foote, Westchester ....To-day’s Good Things. 


Nellie M. Frazer, Orange.....-..... Almanacs. 

Margaret Jennie Gerow, Orange.....Elements of Savagery in Modern 
Civilization. 

Alice Maie Gilbert, Putnam ......-- Sincerity. 

Marcia Jessie Kirke, Cortland... ...Art in the Public Schools. 

Isabelle WilmaryMcQuade, Richmond . Imagination. 

Weweus Myer, Ulster®..'. ...-.-.... The Arithmetic of Life. 

Nancy M. Nichols, Monroe ....-.-. -- Word Pictures. 


Virginia Cecelia Wheeler, Richmond.'True Education. 

Phebe Elizabeth Whittem, Chenango. Necessity of Pubic Libraries. 

Anne Dix Willis, Greene .........- French Writers of the Nineteenth 
Century. 


~ 
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ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
(Organized June, 1889.) 


Officers, 1894-1895 


George B. Germann, president; Mabel Elting and Joseph W. 
Moule, vice-presidents; Jane Hayden, secretary; Easton Van 
Wagenen, treasurer; Amelia Coe, Mabel Elting, Jacob Dealy, 
Charlotte E. Reeve, Mary V. Delamater, Laura Has Brouck, Mary 
Minard Has Brouck, Albert J. Eau and Ida E. Mosher, executive 
committee. 

Literary Exercises, June 24, 1895 


Music—At the Race Course—Purmer ....-.--------- Normal Orchestra 
President's A.ddrecsiic 2... . eeicenie ee een -Mr. George B. Germann 
Recital—Rosalind in the Forest—As You Like It—Miss Abigale F. 
Halsey. 
Vocal Solo—Selected......-.....----424- 42>; Mr. Harry Millspaugh 
Poem— Afterwards, wx . 6p cc cas «on 2s a rs ee Mary M. Romeyn 
Piano Duet—Féte Militaire—Leybach ....Misses Anderson and Howard 
Recital—Mrs. Leo Hunter—Pickwick Papers -...Miss Evelyn F. Fisher 


In Memoriam—Kate Gasé x= -=...-2 ot 24-2 = eee Miss May A. Berns 
Alusic—Selectad —<tey ce 2 Peeters aie She = oe sie) ae) ee Clef Club 
Oration—A, Political Problem .. 2... --s28<--\--< Mr. Albert C. Mayham 
Atdmit (Odes, nads< a aint ype neo ot een ree Mr. Harry Millspaugh 


Officers of 1895-1896 
Theron Potts, president; Jane A. Scofield and Joseph W. 
Moule, vice-presidents; Magdalena Harcourt, secretary; Mary 
Minard Has Brouck, treasurer; Charlotte E. Reeve, Mary 
V. Delamater, Laura Has Brouck, Mary Minard Has Brouck, Al- 
bert J. Eau, Ida Mosher, Jane D. B. Has Brouck, Ira D. Minard, 
and Gertrude Van Orden Du Bois, executive committee. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


Receipts 
In hands of local board July 31, 1894.............. $364 03 
Received:for maintenance... cis. ws. sh ee ok ee 19,000 C0 > 
Received Lor: Tuition vse cee Steen ets Mee 927 00 
Received from isupervis0t & wikscue, ves see eee 623 80 
Received from State for Indian pupil ............. 56 25 
Received from all other sources ................-- 18 58 


Total «cv .is-05 eb. Witte ce stiles, bnae CRT $20,989 66 
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Payments 

Baja ror teachers’ salaries 0... ed. Pee e ccs s $14,200 00 
ou) CURE Sy OTR Sie ga 800 00 
Paid for mileage of normal pupils ............... 614 14 
Paid for library, text-books and apparatus ........ 698 21 
Paid for repairs and ‘improvement ............... 230 61 
Eaid forall other expenses. 2.205666... 5 0c ccc es 4,411 11 
In hands of local board July 31, 1895............. 35 59 

SAE gaia ae ear ea ata eo $20,989 66 


Estimate of the necessary current expenses for salaries and for 
maintenance for the year commencing August 1, 1896: 


Perr snlaried Of Tedehers.<. cs. obs <sia a Wonca hea cot $15,200 00 
For salary of engineer and janitor ............... 800 00 
For books, apparatus and periodicals ............. . 700 00 
For repairs and improvements .................. 500 00 
For furniture and repairing same ................ 500 00 
Hor tuel, lights and water rent wos. ......0..620%4 1,200 00 
PETE Ce) er cn eu sa Ss ohe gw cule oa-eiw 4 ve Co 715 00 
PeUmEO OES CR PENGOCR f7 sie s. CE Rian oe ee 4,400 00 
LECTED A Ce ge a ae aa i $24,015 00 
Less estimated amount of tuition ................ 900 00 
$23,115 00 


STATE OF NEW YORK 
County or ULstTEr, bes. 

Albert K. Smiley, president of the local board, and Solomon 
Deyo, secretary, being duly affirmed, say, and each for himself 
says, that he has examined the foregoing exhibit of receipts and 
expenditures, and that he believes the same to be correct. 

ALBERT K. SMILEY, 
Affirmed before me, this 29th President. 
of August, 1895. ) 
Sanrorp A. Cross, 
Notary Public. 
SOLOMON DEYO, 


Affirmed before me, this eee Secretary. 
of August, 1895. 
Cuas. J. ACKERT, ¥ 


Notary Public. 


~ 
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ONEONTA 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE LOCAL BOARD OF THE STATE NORMAL AND 
TRAINING SCHOOL AT ONEONTA 


Hon. Cuartes R. Skinner, Superintendent of Public Instruction: 


Sir.—The local board of the State Normal and Training School 
at Oneonta, in accordance with the requirements of law, respect- 
fully transmits its annual report for the year ending July 31, 
1895. 

Locat Boarp 


During the year, Mr. Charles D. Hammond, of Albany, an efii- 
cient member of the board, resigned, and Mr. George Kirkland, 
one of the leading citizens of Oneonta, was appointed in his place. 
The board as at present constituted consists of the following 
members: William H. Morris, president, Oneonta; Hon. Hart- 
ford D. Nelson, secretary, Oneonta; David Whipple, treasurer, 
Oneonta; Hon. Walter L. Brown, Oneonta; Hon. James Stewart, 
Oneonta; George I. Wilber, Oneonta; Eugene Raymond, One- 
onta; Willard E. Yager, Oneonta; Reuben Reynolds, Oneonta; 
George Kirkland, Oneonta; Frederick A. Mead, Albany; Hon. 
Hobart Krum, Schoharie. 


FacuLty 


At the end of the school year, Miss Elizabeth Weingand, one 
of the original members of the faculty, resigned the position of 
teacher of methods, and in her stead was appointed Miss Kate M. 
Denison. Recognizing the efficient services of Miss Weingand, 
the local board unanimously passed the following resolutions: 


Resolved, That it is with sincere regret that we accept the 
resignation of Miss Elizabeth Weingand, who, as a member of 
the faculty for the past six years, has rendered devoted and un- 
selfish service to all the interests of the school; 

That Miss Weingand’s efficiency, loyalty and devotion have 
taught a lesson that will last for generations in the lives and 
hearts of her pupils and associates. These characteristics meet 
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with the approval of this board and form a tribute more lasting 
than any form of words. 

Early in the year, Miss Gertrude M. Stewart resigned her posi- 
tion as principal of primary department to become Mrs. George 
Hyde. ; 

The following resolutions were adopted by the local board: 


Resolved, That the local board in accepting the resignation of 
Miss Gertrude M. Stewart, desires to convey to her their full and 
hearty appreciation of her faithful service, unquestioned loyalty 
and rare ability, and to wish her a large measure of happiness, 
and hereby to extend to her sincere congratulations. 


Miss Cora H. Pettit was appointed to the vacancy caused by 
Miss Stewart’s resignation, and there were also added to the 
faculty for the ensuing year, Helen E. Scramling, formerly a 
valued teacher in the school, and Genevieve Ingersoll. The 
names of the faculty and departments to which they have been 
assigned are as follows: 

James M. Milne, A. M., Ph. D., Didactics; Arthur M. Curtis, 
A. B., Mathematics; Edwin F. Bacon, Ph. B., Modern Languages; 
Frank D. Blodgett, A. B., Ancient Languages; Howard Lyon, 
A. B., M.8., Science; Kate M. Denison, Methods; Anna Gertrude 
Childs, A. B., A. M., Music, Latin and Criticism; Grace Bell Lati- 
mer, B. S., M. S., Mathematics, Science and Criticism; Harriet A. 
Gates, Drawing, Methods and Criticism; Winifred E. Parsons, 
Physical Culture and History; Helen E. Scramling, Expression 
and Reading; Charles A. Schumaker, Ph. D., Physical Culture 
and Principal in Intermediate Department; Frances A. Hurd, 
Botany, Penmanship and Criticism; Cora H. Pettit, Principal in 
Primary Department; Florence M. Matteson, Physical Geog- 
graphy and Criticism; Genevieve Ingersoll, Grammar and Crit- 
icism. 

GRADUATES 
The graduates during the year were as follows: 


Classical Course 
Name Post-oflice Address ; County 
Edith Westervilt Banker ...-.-..-- (Oye ice eee ee Seneca 
Cora Emogene Barker. .-- - EP OREENEOS. 45 5.0 0 30> 2 4's Jefferson 


_ 
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Name Post-office Address County 
Frederick Hall Beals.......--.--- Oneonta) fe Otsego 
Hidith Manila; Brett), ¢2.... fers ae Albany decease tans Albany 
May Oakley Brown. ....-.-.---- Deposit a eee ae ar Broome 
Waintived Brown <2 3 2 e-em poe ames Ori! See eee Otsego 
Giitterd Wdwards\ s. 0. c4 2 ers Nantigoke™. 5. -2.35 5 Broome 
Ellen Margaret Gallagher........ Deposit 2.0 osc eee Broome 
HidiiH Goble. vec ewes a aoa Oneonta 25 ee ire eee Otsego 
ilizabeta Green sect ae es ne David's Island << ~ =. .2 Westchester 
Harriet Robinson Harris .-..-.-.... Delhi vrien-pu cma ee acts Delaware 
Agnes Clara Hayes ..--.-.-.----- Bainbridge. ..--% 22> = Chenango 
Grace Bell Hooker... 2224. 5.524 South Edmeston ...-..-- Otsego 
Genevieve Ingersoll............. WGmnon ma 5th 20S eae Oneida 
Tiled. BLay, rel ania». ne romtareie ats Unadilla, as: Socios oa Otsego 
Katharina Morison Ives.....-...-- Mount Vernon. ....-..- Westchester 
Alma Eloise Jackson.......-,. ae UOOIEA, Sra teins e oes Otsego 
Edward Samuel Kerr........-... Davenport Center. ..... Delaware 
Trelen Wath, Homes. jsa:c— 10 aera Windsor. oo 2 ae Broome 
Mary Huntington Langworthy....Oneonta .........-... Otsego 
ereba: Lost Lag 2. goatee > evan Waterloo ic.2225 4-5. Seneca 
David Robert Lloyd ............ HollandPatent.. .2 225 Oveida 
Minna Hall Lockwood .... ...... Gilbertsvitle =. saa Otsego 
Leshe. Otis: Ibynegh. 2a). dart Winder J2o +2: seas Broome 
Myrtle Babbitt McKenney ....... Oneonta’. So eet oe Otsego 
Harriet Adeli Mallory..........-. Deposit ...... Bers ary Broome 
Marys Munro atin. eet eoee + pelle Isle’. ..2: 2: aaoes Onondaga 
Eleanore May Owens.-........ ., West Winfield 7.2222 Herkimer 
Blanche Emogene Page ..... .-- South Edmeston ....... Otsego 
Sarak’ Patrick? 2229/26 aes Howe's Gaye .iics 24 a2 Schoharie 
Carlton John Patton .......5.... Oneonta — 2.1. ace aloes Otsego 
Leonard Merrick Patton.......-.. OHGONASe. ra52 5 mote oe Otsego 
Frederick Arthur Peck -... ..... Burlington Flats.....-- Otsego 
Emery Bemsley Pottle........... Naples saceted: saoee Ontario 
NaN OV OG Sel A anteme, ooae REMSEN: <5. poe oe Oneida 
Percy Aplington Rowe .......... ARON Wc, cc <0 ele eee Chenango 
IbaunaSanterd iwi aces. olde Addigon'2.5. Luee oes Steuben 
Godfrey Charles Schaible........ Deerfield ioc cores Oneida 
Ella May Schermerhorn ......... Oneonta)... =>. does Otsego 
Jessica Adelia Smith............ Babytens: o.oo Suffolk 
Ruby, Oneta Sunitha.s 2.0) So. Port Jefferson ......... Suffolk 
Lillian Ethel Strait..........<.. Oneonta. cts woaiee Otsego 
Julia Harriet Tanner............ Qneunitaes «ot. ae nce Otsego 
Leila Owens Tanner ............ Queontely)s socieee tio. Otsego 
Edith Sophia Thomson .......... Holland Patent... ...-. Oneida 
HvexMae. Vincentscc. ls qe ceaen ORGOD Ea wane io eaantceas Otsego 
Frederic Volna Webster ........: Westlatd.c...< ca. oc Otsego 
iba 0 NWO uRGy ceo era ee Portland yill6s «one cad Otsego 
Clarence Ashton Wood.......... SOUENOIG «ccc ccna teen Suffolk 
Minna Helen Wood............. West Winfield ........ Herkimer 

Scientific Course 

Grace Belle Chaphe ............ Siloaw:: en cee Madison 
Qalista Belle Dann ........:.... Downaville=. 7s Delaware 


oY 
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s Name Post-office Address County 
Emma Montgomery Dann......-. Downsville: st ssc ose Delaware 
William: Henry Lisk ...........: AWRLBTIOO. «6 a Bete e's e2 Seneca 
Reuben Alonzo Mabie.....-.. «-.pouth Westerlo......... Albany 
Alice DeEtta Pratt ............. INOW DOP TID fica ans lacs ars te Chenango 
Grace Angelina Wood. .......-.-. RSTOMO Yat o nace aioe ae Ba, 5 Delaware 

English Course 
Wilhelmina Lulu Abeling......-. Canajolarte ¢ iss 222s Montgomery 
NAS ee a reer Vaid Spine. 5. ess .. a5 Putnam 
BSeLOB GO WOR facie mais o> xine on Sse « PAL tia Mette tater Se arn ois Warren 
LAE TA CON OONL ANS ere. 5 hfe eco Otsego 
Catherine Cornelia Cooke.....-.. Hast Springfield .....-. Otsego 
ies Docketader 20. 22... 2.2258 GHA, oz as. 5 ais oco:n 5 Se Fulton 
Jenney May Firman............ OOM oc sa 2 een Otsego 
Dees ee inks Lae. the Rhode "oc. ene .. Warren 
UNTO Gs ee ner ae ive lin oeroag ee e Ulster 
Katherine Anastasia Hewitt ...... (Gorona eee. ae Queens 
iertha May Ivish..........-.... Oneontn sas -.0ceer ts Otsego 
Edmund Johnson Irish ........-. ROOM ae cemeiie be hs oa ae Otsego 
Elizabeth Minna Kales ...... .. Sanitaria Springs ....-- Broome 
BY EMICO AKG cies 22s clo sees - == SHOW GON sete sox etd Otsego 
Charlotte Forbes Lakey ......... Palwyral. ose vase es Wayne 
wos May MoKenzie... 2... ...... Nlount, Vernon... 22s. Westchester 
tecniee McKown .2:.2.-.-.-.-+. McKownville ......--.Albany 
Charlotte Agnes Marshall........ Hamilton 25 oo. a-e Madison 
mine May Mason .........->--. Batchellerville. ......- Saratoga 
Harmet May Miller .....-=....:- Mount Vernon. ........ Westchester 
Grace Minna Olive ...-2..2s.-+- Springfield Center... ... Otsego 
Ada Ophelia Randall............ Middle Island. ......... Suffolk | 
Margaret Teresa Reilly.....-..-- CLES 4 AOU EA eee sence Columbia 
Elizabeth Ellen Reynolds. ..-.-.--. New Berlin. .><'a. aes Chenango 
Marion Dye Sawtell .-....--.-.- South New Berlin. .-.-.-- Chenango 
Minna Eliza Schermerhorn. ..-.-. Oneonta. S2J=..s e502 Otsego 
Minna Wilena Sitter. ..-.-....... Spencertown ......---. Columbia 
Harriet Lucretia Stewart. ..-.-.-- IMO WRC Lens cham es oss Chenango 
Sabra Helen Swezey ........-..-- Middle Island ..... --- Suffolk 
Elizabeth Christina Taylor ......- IGOR, Comcrg oe ine SEN Delaware 
Paul Emmons Taylor ...... Ai we CHIC ODL AN a = te ees Otsego — 
Edna Sylvia Van Deusen...-...-. West Taghkanic. ...--- Columbia 
PPA VOsDUreh ..- js ace ee ee ae ole ds Palatine Bridge .....-. Montgomery 
CRN OLECTE nrc Se = orn = os 4 aye Smithtown Branch ....-- Suffolk 
Bread W EGOS 2a e nem ease oben OE OIG en ice 5 hake Se ax Suffolk 
ACADEMIC GRADUATE 
Scientific Course 

Beulah James Carpenter. -.---.-- OMGOtd onc. temas Otsego 


ATTENDANCE 


The whole number of students enrolled in the various depart- 
ments of the school during the year ending July 31, 1895, was 


as follows: 


~ 
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Normal department) ~ «nite ais wey os ee app eee 511 
Academic department. <...-)cn 7s 5. ose oe ee een 42 
Training department: 
Intermediate departiient. eos 2 eee Se eee 147 
Primary. department 5.5 «ius ane ee eee eae ee ee 99 
TOTAL wi. ovsun San hs tel Gece oe 799 


The average attendance for each of the departments for said 


year was as follows: 


INOPIAl SUUGEHtS, 15 ).0. 5 sens to more ere ie ee ae 425 .37 
AA CAGCTOVE SU CRUS se... ar. cae pre eeiak ee eee ee 31.08 
Training department: 
Intermediate pupils’ 3). 4: cancdas to. -n.. eee ee 109.68 
Primary - pupils ed -si03% Siccic genes wes ones Gicese tape ee 70.54 
TOT re Fe Sea cd Sens oe See eatene ta aan ee 636 .67 


Male on. ra. 502 a belo eens wee Cae et es ee 21.34 


Financial Statement for the Year ending July 31, 1895 


RECEIPTS 
Amount in hands of local board August 1, 1894..... $2,321 64 
Amount received from appropriation for mainte- 

TAT OE iano ss shee a, vie, 0,58 6-9 oie ex OMS een a ee ete eee 22,321 53 
Amount received from special appropriations...... 139,985 51 
Amount received for tuition in all departments.... 1,726 50 

SPOUCRIED «og 6 pace. «on. areca, Caer antec one cates $166,355 18 

PAYMENTS 

Amount paid for teachers’ salaries ............... $17,100 00 
Amount paid for salaries of engineer and janitor... 1,400 00 
Amount paid for mileage of pupils................ 2,076 88 
Amount paid for library, text-books and apparatus. 2,805 35 
Amount paid for repairs and improvements........ 136,794 33 
Amount paid for intidentals ....cs0.5 6+ coe 4,073 66 
Amount in hands of local board July 31, 1895...... 2,104 96 


= 
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Listimate of Expenses for the Year Commencing August 1, 1896 


For salaries of teachers .............0e.ceecceee. $18,000 00 

_ For salaries of engineer and janitor .............. 1,600 00 
mon mileage Of students... 0... sas ces ccc cece c cae. 2,200 00 
For library, text-books and Apparatus o..i3.. cas. . 1,000 00 
For repairs and improvements ................... 1,000 00 
Seemed Tatler Nel Ne. teen ee ee SS, 2,000 00 
per mneidental expenses=. . 26.0.6 6. .0k boven oc avs 1,500 00 
QUO ors SS SS Cn ne $27,300 00 

Less estimated amount of tuition ................ 1,800 00 


$25,500 00 
STATE OF NEW YORK, Sy 
SS. 

County oF OTSEGO. 

William H. Morris, president of the local board, being duly 
Sworn, says, that he has examined the foregoing statement of 
receipts and expenditures and that he believes the same to be 
correct. WILLIAM H. MORRIS, 

President. 
Sworn to before me, this 23d 
day of October, 1895. 


Hartrorp D. NeEtson, 
Notary Public, Otsego County, N. Y. 


22 
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OSWEGO 


AwnnuaL Report or tHe Locat Boarp or THE OswEGo STATE 
Norma, anp Traininc Scooot at Oswego FOR THE YEAR 
Enping SEPTEMBER 30TH, 1895 


Hon. Cuarzes R. Skinner, Superintendent of Public Instruction: 

Sir.—The Local Board of the Oswego State Normal and Train- 
ing School herewith submit to you their annual report for the 
year ending September 30, 1895. 


Loca Boarp 
Since the last annual report a serious loss has come to the 
board in the death of Hon. Benjamin Doolittle, one of the oldest, 
most honored and useful members. The following resolutions 
were adopted at the time of his death: 


“The Local Board of the Oswego State Normal and Training 
School has learned with sincere regret of the death of their friend 
and late associate in the membership of this board—The Hon. 
Benjamin Doolittle. 

“Personally well known to the members of this board from his 
carly manhood, during all of which time he was prominently 
identified with the business, educational and religious interests 
of the city, they desire to testify to the high character for personal, 
business and official integrity always maintained by him and 
which secured to him in an eminent degree the confidence and es- 
teem of his fellow citizens. 

“That confidence and esteem were especially shown in the num- 
ber and variety of the public offices he was called upon to fill; as 
alderman and Mayor in our city government; as a member of its 
Boards of Education, of Police Commissioners, of Fire Commis- 
sioners; as Member of Assembly and Senator in the Legislature 
of the State. Nearly his whole life in our city was connected with 
one or another position of public trust. He was a member of this 
board from its organization. In all these places he performed his 
duty faithfully, conscientiously, successfully. 
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“To the private citizen and to the public officer gone to his re- 
ward, as well as to our personal friend, we desire to pay this trib- 
ute of our respectful remembrance, and direct that this memorial 
be entered upon the records of this board and that a copy thereof 
be furnished to the family of the deceased.” 


Mr. Washington T. Henderson was subsequently appointed to 
fill the vacancy occasioned by the death of Mr. Doolittle. 

The following are the names of members as the board is at pres- 
ent organized: 


Gilbert Mollison, president; John Dowdle, secretary; Theodore 
Irwin, treasurer; Frederick O. Clarke, Alanson 8S. Page, John C. 
Churchill, 8S. Mortimer Coon, Abner C. Mattoon, Lawrence Clancy, 
Edwin Allen, George B. Sloan, John A. Place, Washington T. 
Tienderson. 


STaNDING COMMITTEES 


Committee on rules and regulations—Messrs. Coon, Mattoon, 
Clancy. 

Committee on text-books—Messrs. Churchill, Page, Henderson. 

Examining committee—Messrs. Page, Place, Clancy. 

Committee on library and apparatus—Messrs. Mattoon, Dow- 
dle, Coon. 

Committee on boarding house—Messrs. Clark, Churchill, Mat- 
toon. 

Committee on teachers—Messrs. Sloan, Irwin, Churchill. 

Committee on buildings and grounds—Messrs. Irwin, Allen, 
Sloan. 

Executive committee—Messrs. Allen, Clarke, Dowdle. 

Committee on accounts—Messrs. Place, Clarke, Henderson. 


Facuity 


The following is a list of the names of the faculty as at present 
organized: 

Edward A. Sheldon, A. M., Ph. D., Hamilton College, Oswego 
State Normal and Training School, Didactics. 

Isaac B. Poucher, A. M., Hamilton College, Albany State Nor- 
mal School, Arithmetic, Algebra, Geometry and Trigonometry. 
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Charles S. Sheldon, Oswego State Normal and Training School, 
Botany, Zoology and Chemistry. 

Charles B. Scott, A. M., Rutger’s College, Geology and Min- 
eralogy, Physical Geography, Astronomy and Methods in Nature 
Study, and Supervision of same in the School of Practice. 

Richard K. Piez, Baltimore Manual and Training School, Draw- 
ing and Manual Training, and Physics. 

Margaret K. Smith, Normal School of New Brunswick, Canada, 
Oswego State Normal and Training School, Philosophy and His- 
tory of Education, Methods of Teaching Grammar and Reading. 

Caroline L. G. Scales, Wellesley College, History, Literature, 
Rhetoric and Composition. 

Lydia E. Phoenix, Oberlin College, Emerson College of Physi- 
cal Training, Mansfield, Pa. Normal School, Reading, Vocal 
Music, and Physical Culture. 

Amos W. Farnham, Oswego State Normal and Training School, 
Superintendent of School of Practice, and Methods of Teaching 
Arithmetic and Geography. 

Mary H. McElroy, Oswego State Normal and Training School, 
Assistant Critic in the School of Practice, Principal of the Senior 
School of Practice, and Assistant in Composition and Rhetoric. 

Elisabeth Salmon, Oswego State Normal and Training School, 
Principal of Junior School of Practice, Critic in Drawing and Color 
Work in the School of Practice, and Teacher of Constructive and 
Perspective Drawing in the Normal Department. 

Amanda P. Funnelle, Oswego State Normal and Training 
School, Principal of Kindergarten Training Department. 

Josephine C, Bunker, Oswego State Normal and Training 
School, Assistant in Kindergarten Department. 

Anna J. Flynn, Oswego State Normal and Training School, 
Principal of Primary Department of School of Practice, and 
Critic in Music and Physical Culture. 

Annie L. Harwood, Oberlin College, Oswego State Normal and 
Training School, Assistant in History, Literature and Rhetoric, 
and especially with reference to these lines in the School of Prac- 
tice. 
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Mary L. O’Geran, Oswego State Normal and Training School, 
General Assistant in the School of Practice, Teacher of Penman- 
ship in the Normal Department and Criticism of the same subject 
in the School of Practice. 

Edward D. Griswold, Assistant to Mr. Piez in the Department 
of Manual Training. 

M. Estelle Horton, Assistant in Office. 


J ANITOR 
Frederick H. Cyrenius. 
GRADUATES 

The number of graduates from the normal department 

CLAP ST PES Sp es (ae a a oe a a ee 51 
Total number of graduates since the organization of the 

SLND oS Si ie are SE a a 1,831 
Number of graduates from the kindergarten department 

RePERM CHO ROA ING ajo ora ss ky, Uae ese ONS Cty wee WSs 20 
Total number since the organization of the school....... 110 


List of GrapUATES FOR THE TERM ENDING JuLY 2, 1895 
English Course 


Alice C. Campbell, Anna E. Manktelow, 


John 'T’, Dunbar, 
Mary V. Dowdle, 
R. Corinne Gaskill, 
Susan P. Graham, 
Samuel Kelinoi, 
Charles E. King, 
Edith S. Lawrence, 


Edith A. Cregier, 
Mary K. Delaney, 
Grace Downey, 
Anna M. Flannagan, 
Anne C. Giles, 


Annie L. Harwood, 
Helen E. Jones, 
L. Mabel Maltby, 


Marie Elise Murphy, 
Louisa Pierce, 
Anna H. Quennard, 
Louise C. Robb, 
Anna Scanlon, 
Ellen E. Small, 
Mary E. Tibbits, 


Mary Etta Tyler. 


Kindergarten Course 


Josephine H. Grant, 
Mary H. Haslam, 
Alice Lee Hyatt, 
Anita I. Weeks, 
Blanche H. Wilkinson, 


Classical Course 


Anna Rose Mills, 
Grace Morrow, 
Smith Murphy, 


Scientific Course 
Mary Janet Horrocks. 
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English Course 


Grace Abbott, Kate B. Osterhout, 
William H. Allen, Grace E. Rich, 
F. Inez Baldwin, Bertha I. Runyan, 
Arthur C. Chaffee, Bianca Schiller, 
Lida B. Earhart, Frederick R. Shavor, 
Elizabeth H. Farrell, Anna R. Slattery, 
DeEtta A. Fisher, Dora E. Smith, 
Ruth E. Folger, Elizabeth B. Stewart, 
Ida M. Foskett, M. Millie Torrance, 
Marcella Fox, C. Ralph Van Alstyne, 
Netta E. Mattison, Minnie A. Van Petten, 
Albert M. Merrill, Florence L. Ward, 
Josephine F. Mullin, - Alice G. Worden. 
Kindergarten Course 
Jessie B. Drury, Emma M. Lendrum, 
Mary E. Eaton, Caroline E. Sleeper, 
Mary Elting, Phebe E. Smith, 
L. Grace Ferguson, Harriet G. Turner, 
Jennie L. Helmer, Bertha Wisemiller. 
ATTENDANCE 

The number of pupils registered during the past year in 

the"nornial departavent’ 16) .c1..5 20. Se eee ee ee 329 
The average attendance has been.................000. 300 
The number of pupils registered in the school of prac- 

tice Nas. DeGN . 4. sec iagh es «seca e Cee are ee 513 
The average attendance in the department has been..... 408 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


Leceipts 

Amount received from State (general)............. $25,000 00 
Amount received from State (special)............. 6,500 00 
Amount received from tuition.................... 2,815 50 
Amount received from Regents of University 

KHDEATY) i" is Gc fac cs Sak Cemee ee. cee eek Seen 100 00 

OTB] sccninimcns pees eegtmenniane Saige Spee Pena $34,415 50 

Disbursements 

Peachers’ Salaries, «sss suas aiees eee eee eee $16,987 O08 
WATIUGTS,, CLOG sci sila as hs coatucg a incore meet ens a create ae 1,148 10 
Library and apparattie:; .. Poo... cvs ee 2,183 82 
Repairs and improvements.....................0. 7,684 90 
Mileage of pupils, sata tu uk ee eee eee 1,125 72 
Incidentals::ic 3,25 a5)¢ Sais Dae Ai oe eee ee 5,285 &8 


$34,415 50 
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An estimate of the necessary running expenses for the year ending 
September 30, 1897 


For payment of teachers based on present appoint- 


Wee PNG aP ae Ranta a Vs Sls Roa ark Goin as 4 Kae « $17,475 00 
For payment of assistant in office................ 400 00 
EMEA TIEN ECOL, MANIUOP Sc. Seis Outed esse Oe eo us 584 00 
For repairs and improvements ................5.. 1,184 90 
For library and apparatus, including text-books.... 2,183 82 
Pers IMMOBAe, OF DUDIIG... bo ieceniiias lee Ha MAA KSI 1,125 72 
For other incidental expenses, including fuel, insur- 

NCC WALET OAR VADOP, CLC wis:6 4.4 5 a5 '8 6 ase ces 5,285 88 

MEE Noha Pas SN tech tk ga 0 8 rh false al wk ietesanl Pe 4G ws ane BF $28,239 32 
Deduct possible tuitions ...... EI sss eee oe 2,815 50 

1 STS SES OA eR Eee ie 0 Ie a ee $25,423 82 


GILBERT MOLLISON, 
President. 


JOHN DOWDLE, 
Secretary. 


STATE OF NEW YORK, ss. 
C1TY AND COUNTY OF OSWEGO, ‘ 


Personally appeared before me Gilbert Mollison and John Dow- 
dle and made affidavits that they signed the above statement, and 
that it is correct. WILLIAM H. QUIGLEY, 

Commissioner of Deeds. 


~ 
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PLATTSBURGH 


Kirra Annuat Reporr or tHE Loca BoARD oF MANAGERS OF 
THE State NORMAL AND ‘I'RAINING ScHUOL AT PLATTSBURGH 


Hon. Cuas. R. Sxinner, State Superintendent of Public Instruction : 
Sir.—The Local Board of Managers of the State Normal and 

Training School at Plattsburgh, as required by law, respectfully 

transmits its annual report for the year ending July 31, 1895. 


LocaL Boarp 


No change has occurred in the membership or officers of the 
Local Board during the year. The Board as at present organized 
comprises the following members: 


Hon. John B. Riley, president, Plattsburgh, N. Y.; Hon. Ever- 
ett C. Baker, secretary, Plattsburgh, N. Y.; Hon. George S. Weed, 
treasurer, Plattsburgh, N. Y.; Hon. Alexander Bertrand, Platts- 
burgh, N. Y.; Hon. Henry G. Burleigh, Whitehall, N. Y.; Hon. 
Alfred Guibord, Plattsburgh, N. Y.; Charles F. Hudson: Platts. 
burgh, N. Y.; Hane S. Alonzo Kellogg, Plattsburgh, N. Y.; David 
Sherwood Kellogg, A. M., Plattsburgh, N. Y.; Hon. Rowland C. 
Kellogg, Elizabethtown, N. Y.; Hon. Stephen Moffit, Plattsburgh, 
N. Y.; Hon. Lucien L. Shedden, Plattsburgh, N. Y.; Hon. Wil- 
liam C. Stevens, Malone, N. Y. 


INSTRUCTORS 


The corps of teachers for the past year remained the same as 
for the two preceding years. At the close of the year, however, 
Miss Kate S. Woodruff, teacher of Drawing and Penmanship, and 
Miss Eleanor A. M. Gamble, teacher of Ancient Languages, re- 
signed. Miss Josephine A. Greene, for several years the teacher 
of Drawing in the Clinton Liberal Institute at Fort Plain, was 
chosen to succeed Miss Woodruff and Prof. D. A. Lockwood was 
transferred from the position of Teacher of Methods to that made 
vacant by Miss Gamble’s resignation. Miss Eliza Kellas has 
been transferred to the position of Teacher of Methods and Mrs. 
Sara F. Bliss, recently at the head of the Training Department 
of the Rhode Island State Normal School, has been appointed to 
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the principalship of the Practice Department. Following is the 
list of teachers with their respective departments for the ensu- 
ing year: 


Edward N. Jones, A. M., Ph. D. (Hamilton), Didactics ; George 
H. Hudson, Sciences; George K. Hawkins, A. M. (Union), Mathe- 
matics; David A. Lockwood, Ph. B. (Illinois Wesleyan), Ancient 
Languages; Eliza Kellas, Methods; Helen M. Palmer, Modern 
Languages; Theodora Kyle, A. B. (Wellesley); History, Rhetoric 
and Literature; Josephine A. Greene, Drawing and Penmanship; 
Alice L. O’Brien, Elocution and Physical Culture; S. Mae Hap- 
good, Music; Sara F. Bliss, Principal of School of Practice; Lucy 
K. Tracy, Critic, Geography Methods; Louise A. Perry, Critic : 
Anna J. O’Brien, Assistant Secretary and Librarian. 


GRADUATES 


Thirty-one students were graduated from the school during 
the year, as follows: 


Cass or 1895 
Classical Course 


Alice Ida Adams, New York County. 
Frances Emily Ackert, Rensselaer County. 
Maud Agnes Taylor Dobie, Clinton County. 
Alice Maria Dougan, Washington County. 
Arthur Clarence Haff, Clinton County. 
Daisy Esther Hollister, Washington County. 
George Merrill Lassell, Clinton County. 
Marion Edith Monroe, Washington County. 
Mylo Elgin Ryan, Clinton County. 

Archie Clayton Taylor, Essex County. 


Scientific Course 


Adelaide Maria Parsons, Clinton County. 


English Course 


Margaret Aloysia A’Hearn, Saratoga County. 
Florence Eliza Barbour, Saratoga County. 
Laura Henrietta Barrett, Saratoga County. 
Margaret Veronica Burns, Saratoga County. 
Alta Reedea Cole, Clinton County. 

Jessie Davenport, Otsego County. 

Edith Lida Deuel, Saratoga County. 
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Cecelia Anjelica Jones, Saratoga County. 

Anna Maria Lynch, Clinton County. 

Grace Zelima Mason, Washington County. 
Agnes Winifred McDonald, Washington County. 
Charlotte Thompson McRae, Saratoga County. 
Abbie Cecile Miner, Saratoga County. 
Katherine Mullin, Franklin County. 

Caroline Louise Pierce, Clinton County. 

Vina Jane Pierson, Saratoga County. 

Helen Maria Pratt, Washington County. 

Nellie Agnes Smith, Saratoga County. 
Amanda Josephine Schwarte, Saratoga County. 
May Elizabeth Wever, Essex County. 


ATTENDANCE 
Whole number of normal students. .. .<..4...20-o. user 225 
Average attendance of normal students.................. 170 
Whole number of model school students.................- 180 
Average attendance of model school students............. 130 


STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 
RECEIPTS 


Amount in hands of Local Board, August 1, 1894.. $1,608 37 
Received for maintenance, year ending July 31,1895 20,800 00 


Received from special appropriation ............. 1,000 00 
ATMOUNU-OF TULMON cs nent a. setae case ame cee ae 882 00 
40) 621) UR ae eR ROAR HOR IN Ser tm SC RIES. $24,290 37 
PAYMENTS 
Amount paid for teachers’ salaries................ $14,500 00 
Amount paid for salary of Librarian.............. 500 00 
Amount paid for salary of Janitor................. 730 00 
Amount paid for mileage of pupils................ 577 50 
Amount paid for library, text-books and apparatus. . 1,521 10 
Amount paid for repairs and improvements on build- 
ing and grounds ‘¢ \ivewices Chau Come cee aaa 1,191 22 
Amount paid for incidentals and other expenses not 
above enumerateds ... cen ccs ee ue eee 2,858 08 
Amount in hands of Local Board, July 31, 1895... .. 2,412 47 
Total 


aks hone eigenen ee ae seedless $24,290 37 
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Estimates For 1896-97 


Beer ROS RAIATIC HI, OUR ark hey Biers kOe ead sas $15,000 00 
ARON oe Nt er a cs ae ae wa 500 00 
SOEUR SRC awh, ACG Wine oN wane Kaew a 800 00 
Oo BOGS OA ChIEG IS ane On a 300 00 
OLS praca ine Sra Re hi covet) a Cae ere eee 1,500 00 
ee ee rer fait arg Sanat ster aloha k oa vies 400 00 
RRL CEN SC ew a Sua Ss i Be ei we Whe ei ae wis as 250 00 
SE ER ee ee 600 00 
Library text-books and apparatus ................ 1,000 00 
Repairs, supplies and incidentals................. 1,500 00 
TN Re St ae a ae ra a 1,000 00 
ere teh cit SOL ew OL Oe Tet cnet eee $22,850 00 
Less estimated amount of tuition................. 850 00 
$22,000. 00 


STATE OF NEW YORK, 

COUNTY OF CLINTON. 

John B. Riley, president of the Local Board, and Everett C. 
Baker, secretary, being duly sworn, say, and each for himself 
says, that he has examined the foregoing statement of receipts 
and expenditures, and that he believes the same to be correct. 


JOHN B. RILEY, 
President. 


EVERETT C. BAKER, 


Secretary. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me, 


this 4th day of November, 1895. 
R. KE. HENLEY, 
Notary Public. 


~ 
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POTSDAM 


TwENTYy-stxtH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE LOCAL BOARD OF THE 
SratE NoRMAL AND TRAINING ScHooL aT PoTsDAM 


Hon. Cuarues R. Sxrnner, Superintendent of Public Instruction : 


Sir.—The local board of the State Normal and Training School 
at Potsdam respectfully submits herewith its annual report for 
the year ending July 31, 1895: 


LocaL Boarp 


The local board remains without change and is composed of 
the following gentlemen: Gen. Edwin A. Merritt, LL. D., presi- 
dent; Hon. John G. McIntyre, A. M., secretary; George H. Sweet, 
A. M., LL. B., treasurer; Jesse Reynolds, M. D., Hon. John I. Gil- 
bert, A. M., LL. D., Rev. A. G. Gaines, D. D., LL. D., William R. 
Weed, Hon. John A. Vance, Thomas Spratt, Esq. 


FAacuLty 


Soon after the opening of the fall term, 1894, the school suf- 
fered the loss of one of its most efficient teachers, Miss Amanda 
A. Woodard, principal of the intermediate department, teacher 
and critic of geography methods, who died November 14th, after 
a brief illness. 

The following memorial was.prepared by Miss Morey and Miss 
Steyer for the faculty: 


“Though inscrutable to us, it has pleased an all-wise Father to 
suddenly call to the higher life our friend and fellow laborer, 
Amanda A. Woodard. Esteeming it a privilege to express our 
regard for her, and our appreciation of her devoted life, as well 
as our sincerest sympathy for her immediate friends, we, the 
faculty of the Potsdam Normal and Training School, recognize 
in the death of Miss Woodard the loss of a friend whose ready 
sympathy and kindly nature endeared her to us all; of a teacher 
whose constant aim was the highest welfare of her pupils, their 
lives being a lasting testimony to her unselfish labors in their 


Normau Scuoors—Porspam 349 


behalf; of a woman whose upright and noble life commanded our 
sincerest respect and admiration. 

. “We mourn deeply the loss of such a friend, such a teacher, 
combining in herself in a high degree the virtues and graces of 
a true Christian womanhood. 

“While our heartfelt sympathy is hereby extended to her sor- 
rowing family and immediate friends, we can but feel that upon 
this completed and unselfish life rests the glorious benediction, 
‘Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord; that they may rest 
from their labors and their works do follow them.’ ” 


The vacancy occasioned by the death of Miss Woodard was 
temporarily filled by Miss Delia D’Ette Dorchester of the class 
of ’86, who was taking a graduate course at the school, and who 
continued in charge of the department until the close of the term, 
January 29, 1895. 

Mrs. Nellie Lang Bartlett, a classical graduate, class of ’93, and 
a teacher of experience and marked executive ability, was elected 
to the position at a special mecting of the board, held January, 
1895, and began her labovs with the opening of the spring term, 
February 6, 1895. 

The following is a list of the names of the faculty, with their 
respective departments: 


Thomas B. Stowell, A. M., Ph. D., Principal, History and Phi- 
losophy of Education; Amelia Morey, Preceptress, English Lan- 
guage, Methods; Warren Mann, A. M., Natural Science, Methods; 
Edward W. Flagg, A. M., History, Rhetoric and English Litera- 
ture; Ida B. Steyer, French and German; Jane F. Butrick, Prin- 
cipal of Primary Department, Primary Methods; Julia Ettie 
Crane, Vocal Music, Methods; Freeman H. Allen, Ph. B., Arith- 
metic, American History, Civics, Methods; Sarah V. Chollar, 
Arithmetic, Botany, Composition, Physiography; James M. 
Graves, Composition, School Law, Preparatory Department, 
Methods; Stansbury Norse, Industrial Drawing, Methods; Willis 
E. Bond, A. B., Mathematics, Geology, Astronomy; Ola Esterly, 
‘Reading, Physical Culture, Methods; C. A. Rosegrant, A. B., 
Greek, Latin, Methods; Nellie L. Bartlett, Principal of Interme- 
diate Department, Geography, Methods; Henry A. Watkins, 
Leader of Orchestra; F. E. Hathorne, Piano, Organ and Har- 
mony; Mrs. F. E. Hathorne, Assistant Piano; Harriet Crane Bry- 
ant, Voice Culture, Theory and Criticism; Edith M. Austin, Musi- 
cal History, Analysis, Sight-singing. 
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GRADUATES 


The number of graduates during the year is 103. 


Classical Course 


Name Post oftice Address County 

Henry Murray Andrews. ...------ South Rutland. .... Jefferson. 

Fannie Jane Beaman.......-.--- Gouverneur....... St. Lawrence. 
Mary Hannah Coolidge. ......-.--- Philadelphia ....-. St. Lawrence. 
Nelly Ruth Cramet-\ife 24-2 3-6 South Rutland . .. . Jefferson 

Hagopos Toros Daghistanlian. - - -. Potsdam. eecee St. Lawrence. 
William Chalmers Davis.......-- Norwood < ... 322.5 St. Lawrence. 
Mabel Katherine Dixon.... ...-- Madrid 2. 22c¢ies) St. Lawrence. 
SusiesLura Hastman.-- 2). ..e.9 Potedam=.5 <2 re St. Lawrence. 
William Edward Fisher.........- Madrid=2s.. <2 hate. St. Lawrence. 
Milton Harvey Freeman........-- Grary’s Milla... 2. - St Lawrence. 
Margaret Alice Gaynor... ....--.- Potsdam... #250 St. Lawrence. 
Matilda Lucie Jackson. .-......-. Potsdamt..2 26-4. St. Lawrence. 
MMaryp bigaw Joy: setae oe Potsdam sa4 jae St. Lawrence. 
Minnie Everett Kirby....-........ Potadare..6206 ee As St. Lawrence. 
Lucy Loretto McCarthy........-. Ogdensburg ...... St. Lawrence. 
Leonard Jessie Reynolds......... Potsdam v255 353" St. Lawrence. 
Helen; Marta Stoty siecitwic oe a3 chek Potedata: seq etek St. Lawrence. 
Lena Estella Schwarz...........-. Pheresa S .3 sae crete Jefferson. 

Metta Virgil Strough ............ Clayietis x. aoe der Jefferson. 


Scientific Course 


George Herbert Covey..-...-.... Potsdam 43s asceee St. Lawrence. 
Predérickt Kiveretis.-s=rssss 0 ee iPotsdamaer ee St. Lawrence. 
Gustavus’. Pardy. 2.2 223.2458 Copenhagen ...... Lewis. 

Elizabeth Leary Geicicn ce: ae ee Gouverneur ......-. St. Lawrence. 
Ellen Agnes Leary. .o2s-'s5. 2.2. Colton acscyalt St. Lawrence. 


Bessie Evangeline Andrews. . - . -.. Pierrepont. ...... St. Lawrence. 
Susan Gates Armstrong .......... Wihtiar oi. ua ee Jefferson. 
JuligeAnnis; Beamens ates ote oe Gouverneur. ...... St. Lawrence. 
Henry Martin Bodman........... HeROGats Oosawa Jefferson. 
Mary Lucinda Benson............ Rotsdammeecacuer St. Lawrence. 
Harriette Belle Bradley.......-... Madtidwid scans St. Lawrence, 
Nellie Augusta Buss. .....2:..-4- Haminond. ecg. e* St. Lawrence. 
Margaret Jean Craig ............ South Colton...... St. Lawrence. 
Cressida: May’ Olark il. ee ooo Fort Jackson...... St. Lawrence. 
Solon Ellsworth Crane.......... North Stockholm ..St. Lawrence. 
Delia D’Ette Dorchester ......... Ricelar ees ie ae Jeflerson. 
Jessie Mania Dondi aqeaees aoe West Stockholm. ..St. Lawrence. 
Grace Hannah Dryden........... Copenhagen ...... Lewis. 
Minnie Louise Davis............. Malone ..........Franklin. 
Joanette E. Douglass............ Raymondville ....St. Lawrence. 


Flora L, French... .... i cReranaeeeere Potsdanneeeee ». ...9t. Lawrence, 
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Name Post-oftice Address County 
Florence Imogene Freeman. ...... Crary’s Mills...... St. Lawrence. 
Nellie May Fullerton............ INOHOLK e525. 4: St. Lawrence. 
Minnie Avildah Gary............ Vint RO pone ees St. Lawrence. 
Katherine Johanna Gill.......... Porb<ttenry. 2g. <a Essex. 
Arthur Benson Hale: ............ GEOR Ss .° Sik oe St. Lawrence. 
Myrtle Myra Howard............ Pierrepont .....-.. St Lawrence. 
Mary-Agnes Haley............:. Stockholm Centre. .St. Lawrence. 
E lizabeth Laura Healey ......... Crary’s Mills...... St. Lawrence. 
A my Bateman Hildreth. ......... Wantonecsert ls 5 St. Lawrence. 
D eFrance Milton Hodge......... Adams Centre. .. . . Jefferson. 

M da Louise Hooper............. Ticonderoga ...... Essex. 

Juia Martha Hourihan........... 0c St. Lawrence. 
Agnes Julia Jordan............. J eee ere Franklin. 
Minnie Hivira Joy ..........2.2: Raymondville ....St. Lawrence. 
Elsie Anna Kearns.-.........--... Harisvilles <5" 2. Lewis. 

aie Wibbe... 25... - Bena Ss South Bomba,y.... Franklin. 
iaith- Mabel Lent. ....-....<es: Rensselaer Falls... St. Lawrence. 
Clara Georgena Loope .........-. Crary’s Mills...... St. Lawrence. 
Katherine Louise Leahy.... .-.... Gouverneur . ......St. Lawrence. 
William Merton McNeil........-. Philadelphia ...... Jefferson. 
Harry Zalmon Mayne........-.-.. Katonah ws 2. <5 Westchester. 
Joseph Wheeler McDoniels. ...... Picea es. 3 St. Lawre nce. 
Nellie Frances McGill........... Norwood). 2h .2 ses, St. Lawrence. 
Clara Louise Miller.............. Lestershire .....-. Broome. 
Plorence May Myers .......-.--... Morley a 22> ein St. Lawrence. 
Erm Oy NOMON. 2.5.5 sce... MONG yi2 oc, ese: St. Lawrence. 
Elizabeth O’Connor.. ...-....- Williams Bridge .. . Westchester. 
Johannah Margaret O’Leary..-... Crary’s’ Mills. .2.... St. Lawrence. 
George Mortimer Perry ..-......- Potsdam: oes. ts St. Lawrence. 
Jennette Maria Purves........... Madrid. oi wsic< s St. Lawrence. 
Hroten Mar Radford.............. Forts Byron 4. > 32 Cayuga. 
Katherine Beatrice Regan.......- Botadam’.:: <2: .- St. Lawrence. 
Nellie Catherine Sullivan ........Potsdam ......-.. St. Lawrence. 
Mary Belle Sherman .-.......... East Thompson. ... Windham, Conn. 
William Adoniram Torrance. ... -- DAV ec cee eee Essex. 
Martha Adelle Wiggins.......... Point Peninsula . . . Jefferson. 
Fiven Irene Ward.......... ..---North Wilna.... . Jefferson. 
Arloine May Walton............ Alexandria Bay . . . Jefferson. 
Jennie Marie Wellings....... sees ORGU ATs Sst sit St. Lawrence. 
Dora Ethelyn Wheelock..-..... MGA iene = Essex. 

Tacie Lewella Wood ........-.... Massena. ....«-: « - - St. Lawrence. 


William Wesley Wright........-. Philadelphia...... Jefferson. 


Academic Classical Course 
Mary Frances Batchelder. ...-.-.. Pousdant oie 208 fs St. Lawrence. 


Academie English Course 


D’Ette Brownell, M. D.....-...<- Westhoro......... Worcester, Mass. 
Katherine Agnes Donovan... ..-.-- Potsdam ...< ~~... St. Lawrence. 
Carlton Eugene Smith........... 1 er St. Lawrence. 


William Daniel Witherbee....... otedammeryscesia- 2: St. Lawrence, 
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Music Teachers’ Course 


Name Post-office Address County 
Edith Clark Bower.....-.....2<2: Waddington ....-- St. Lawrence. 
Elizabeth Margaret Brown ....... Fort Covington. - . - Franklin. 
Ethel Imogene Chaney.-..--.-.----. Potsdaui -2-/-2- :.. St. Lawrence. 
Nelly Ruth: Cramer): —. 32 maeer South Rutland. .... Jefferson. 
Minnie Louise Davis -..----.-..- Malone 2222-8 Franklin. 
George Clayton Flint.....-..-.-- Potsdam sa canes St. Lawrence. 
Kathryn Fuller Lockwood. .-.-..--- Potsdam-9: = i427 St. Lawrence.. 
Hatty -CuMoGany. 2 esee erence Watertown ......- Jefferson. 
dAcine “Mane yas i ats eaceicesate eae Watertown ....-.- Jefferson. 
Jan stte: Rules. cock Seu vets ae Mets Waddington .....- St. Lawrence. 
Minnie May. Stone:. «5.0 .cninie as Potetana 2.5 3-2 ses St. Lawrence. 
Mary Charlotte Wells............ Madsid sss. 26- 3 St. Lawrence. 
Helen Margaret Young.......--.. Parishville....-.-... St. Lawrence. 


Singing Course 


Fannie Louise Towne... ...- Fer ot, AS Potsdam esse ene St. Lawrence. 


MiabelebithelAWeniercsasce) eae ara Malone. cee Franklin. 

iva tirances, Bemise secre ae INorighkix. cts eee St. Lawrence. 
Beilavk OWemes tyne ete ate Rovsdames sees eae St. Lawrence. 
Nellie Parker Packard......-.... SHODOMIS hee erste Snohomish, Wash. 


Total number of graduates since the organization of the 
school: 


Male eos i a oo ee SR ce Sie Seong ted Sie 221 

Bem ale? Fe Pee ae eae Saran heen oe ee ie eee 687 

OCR a ccsrccreveee cre ree ec oe erates ee ee 908 

Advan Cede Courses ec ecnth ciire hess ceo haan oe he AO 722 

Elementary course ..« J Aivceth ease ven cvs saben ere nemien 186 
ATTENDANCE 


The whole number of pupils registered in each of the depart- 
ments respectively during the year ending July 31, 1895: 


Male Female Tota 
Nofmal=2¢4e 5 point Sot ae ee Sec hee ene 157 337 494. 
AGademicr.. 228250 ae a ee ees 44 116 160 
Intermediate. 324s +4 aaa eddne eee 62 65 a eye 
Primary 725 Goes ce ee eee eee 63 78 141 
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The average attendance: 


area Ieee Ati We eetrae cove cil PeG.dce BE clas haeg NCR 403.76 
RRR RO EN Fe od ter SS hao omc, kas PALS ANT 
NM Oa tee ET eo GI ere Soi og seth oa ne 104.00 
EOLA GS atin cP a Ae, 116.82 

PN eoe PERE oltre k eee a, what stoe xe eiee 745.69 


LEUE GEO WR le eee an LOG 
8 OL Peas see eal Ste a pe See Sar a 20.33 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR THE YEAR Enprne Jory 31, 1895 
RECEIPTS 
Amount in hands of local board August 1, 1894.... $410 15 

Amount received from State, year ending July 31, 

Set Ea enh nasal eM, catcieeen Se alae ie o's, cee a 23,500 00 
Amount received from special appropriation ...... 6,100 00 
Amount received from tuition, academic department 1,921 50 

EG ee ee Sass lois GN ea a ORES Uae oo $31,931 65 
EXPENDITURES ‘ 
Amount paid for instruction in the normal depart- 

PERERA UIUEIN VOCAL. co ei ehe aS oie SNS a vino ss cc moe He $17,200 00 
mAmount paid for salary of janitor ..:............. 800 00 
Amount paid for mileage of pupils ............... 857 77 
Amount paid for library, text-books and apparatus. 1,280 92 
Amount paid for repairs and improvements ....... 629 47 
Amount paid for incidental expenses ............ 3,993 78 
Amount paid for text-books, apparatus and repairs, 

PE CHM SADT OPLIAtION © ..65 cies < «46.0 sidid ld ow v9 0" 6,100 00 
Amount in hands of local board July 31, 1895...... 1,069 71 

5 HOA ahaa cael NO a tk eae tod mE $31,931 65 


THE Tuomas S. CLARKSON PRIZE IN PEDAGOGICS 
“With a desire to foster pedagogical research, and to intensify 
interest in teaching, last February a prize of one hundred dol- 
lars, known as the Thomas S. Clarkson Prize in Pedagogics, was 
offered for the best essay on Pedagogics written by a member of 
the graduating class. 
23 


~ 
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The conditions attached were that the essay should contain not 
less than three thousand words, nor more than five thousand; 
and that the award shouid be based upon “historical research” 
sufficient to establish a principle in pedagogics; upon “experi- 
ential matter” which should corroborate the principle announced, 
and upon “literary finish.” 

The theses were submitted upon prescribed paper and were 
signed with a nom-de-plume, which nom-de-plume with the real 
name of the competitor was placed in a sealed envelope accom- 
panying the thesis. 

The theses announced were “The Personality of the Teacher,” 
“The Influence of Normal Training Upon the Development of 
Character,” “The Culture of the Imagination in Children.” 

The prize was awarded to Miss Metta Virgil Strough, of Clay- 
ton, N. Y. 


Ture THomas 8S. CLarKson MemorraAt ScHoot or TECHNOLOGY 


There is in process of erection in our village, near the normal 
grounds, a large and commodious building, for the purpose of 
manual and technological training. This school building will 
consist of a main building, 80x56 feet, and three stories high, 
flanked on either side by workshops cach 180 feet long and 36 feet 
wide, with capacity for 500 pupils. The material used in the 
construction is the celebrated Potsdam red sandstone. The 
interior was planned by the ablest manual training educators, 
and when finished and fully equipped will be a model for man- 
ual training school buildings. It is expected that this school 
will be opened for the admission of pupils September 1, 1896. It 
is understood that such relations will be established that all nor- 
mal pupils who desire a general or special course can have the 
privilege of doing so. The details have not yet been arranged. 
In view of the establishment of this school we do not now ask for 
an appropriation for manual training supplies. 

The special appropriation of $1,800 made by the last Legisla- 
ture enabled the board to make necessary improvements and re- 
pairs, which are now in progress, a detailed account of which 
will be rendered in the next annual report. 
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There is at present a growing demand for increased facilities 
to accommodate the large attendance and to furnish accommo- 
dation for a kindergarten department, and also for a gymnasium. 
We feel impelled to apply to the Legislature for an appropria- 
tion to meet these as well as other necessities for increased ac- 
commodations. 

Estimates 

We herewith append our estimates of the necessary expenses 

for the next fiscal year: 


EOE PEIOS OL IDMLFUCTORA: 6.5 is 2 «a aceeles Ca cw $19,000 00 
Bee tOR OT FAD ICONG, <5 os sw ane oak oe SEO as 1,000 00 
Library, text-books, and apparatus .............. 1,500 00 
RR NEON eo nee ai Ese oie aa xi5 aoa 2,000 00 
LG TES SI Sa ia ea a a 900 00 
EOE Se ara 1,000 00 
RRP PULCH crc OC ait 8S eae ACRE TS ee 1,500 00 

ALES 2 eg CR a og or $26,900 00 
Less probable receipts from tuition............... 1,200 00 
Appropriation needed ........ Sy CRE) arr eet $25,700 00 


STATE OF NEW YORK, 
ST. LAWRENCE COUNTY, 


EK. A. Merritt, president, and John G. McIntyre, secretary of 
the local board of the State Normal and Training School at Pots- 
dam, being duly sworn, each for himself, says that he has exam- 
ined the foregoing report, and believes the same to be in all re- 


spects correct and just. 
KE. A. MERRITT, 


President. 
J.G. McINTYRE, 
Secretary. 
Subseribed and sworn to before me, 
this 30th day of September, 1895. 
ORVIS WITTERS, 
Sek. 
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5. MINUTES OF NORMAL PRINCIPALS’ COUNCIL 
For tHE YRrar 1895 


Hon. Cuaries R. Skinner, Superintendent of Public Instruction : 


Sir.—The council met at Brockport May 15th and 16th, and at 
Buffalo November 6th and 7th. 

At the Brockport meeting it was reported from Superintendent 
Skinner that 30 and 40 count Regents’ certificates should be ac- 
cepted for entrance to the schools, and also that it was considered 
desirable to raise the standard of admission. A committee was 
appointed to confer with the Superintendent in regard to the 
matter of raising the standard, and after consultation it reported 
to Dr. Cassety that the questions for the September ex- 
aminations should be made more difficult than heretofore. 
It was also voted that one term of German or French should 
be required of pupils presenting pass cards for two years of Re- 
gents’ work. 

Also a committee was appointed to consult with the Superin- 
tendent with regard to a lack of uniformity in the presentation of 
the subject of drawing by the normal schools and teachers at 
institutes. 

It was moved and carried that Principals Cheney, Cassety and 
Capen prepare a resolution setting forth the opinions of the mem- 
bers of this Council in regard to recent legislation on temperance 
instructioa. Principal Capen moved the following resolution, 
and that it be sent to Superintendenr Skinner by telegraph: 

Resolved, That the Normal Principals’ Council now in session 
at Brockport, by resolution unanimously disapprove of the 
amendment to the law on instruction in the nature and use of 


alcohol, etc., and that individually and collectively we believe 
that the amendment ought not to receive executive approval. 


Adopted. 
Dr. Cheney reported as follows for the committee on recent 


temperance legislation: 


~ 
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The Normal School Principals of the State of New York in 
council assembled, although in hearty sympathy with all proper 
instruction upon the subject of temperance in the schools of the 
State, most emphatically condemn the bill concerning temper- 
ance instruction now in the hands of the Governor, for the fol- 
lowing reasons: 

1. It will be difficult if not impossible to enforce it, and will 
undoubtedly lead to attempts to evade it. 

2. It requires more time than can profitably be given to it as 
school work. 

3. It necessitates a harmful change in the character of well- 
approved methods of instruction. 

4, It makes a large and unnecessary expense for introduction 
of text-books, probably iggregating hundreds of thousands of 
dollars, to all schools which furnish free text-books. 

5. It puts an additional and unjust burden upon parents of 
children who have to buy their own books, as it would seem to 
require the purchase of sveral additional books. 

6. We believe that the purpose of temperance instruction will 
be better served by the existing law than by the proposed amend- 
ment, and that the educators of the State are substantially unan- 
imous in their opposition to the amendment. 


Adopted. 


At the Buffalo meeting it was moved by President W. J. Milne 
and seconded by Principal E. N. Jones that this Council meet in 
Albany whenever the law for temperance instruction may be 
brought up before the Legislature the coming winter, and pre- 
sent to the proper committee their objections to the law. 
Among the features of the law disapproved of by the Council 
were the use of text-books, the requirements for the preparation 
of text-books, and the amount of instruction required. 

A letter was read from the principal of the Normal School at 
Emporia, Kansas, asking for a union of normal schools in an 
effort to secure the appropriation of public lands for the benefit 
of normal schools, as other institutions have been similarly aided. 
The letter was referred to Superintendent Skinner and Dr. 
Sheldon. 

The committee on drawing reported that in accordance with 
a suggestion of the Superintendent a meeting of the Normal 
School Principals and Institute Conductors was asked for at the 
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time of the State Teachers’ Association in Syracuse, and at that 
meeting the differences and difficulties were discussed and finally 
referred to the November Council. 

The question of raising the standard by adding subjects to 
those already required for entrance was discussed and it was 
agreed to add United States History, Civics, and Physiology and 
Hygiene, but Algebra through quadratics may be accepted in- 
stead of Civics and Physiology and Hygiene. 

Dr. Bickmore met with the Council and proposed to give, in- 
stead of two sets of slides as formerly, five sets, with seventy-two 
slides each, one-half colored, if the schools would take the same 
sets as the city schools. It was voted to ask the Superintendent 
to allow each school to take its choice of methods, with the right 
to make its own selection of slides up to the value allutted to 
each. 

The Superintendent being present granted the request. 

It was voted to allow any school to substitute ten additional 
weeks of Physiology instead of Zoology. 

Superintendent Skinner presented a plan of raising the stand- 
ard of admission as follows: 

1. That minimum requirements should be those of second 
grade certificates. 

2. That all examinations should be conducted by the Depart- 
ment. 

3. Questions should be prepared by the same persons as Uni- 
form Examination Questions. 

As the Council had already voted substantially the same stand- 
ard, the discussion was on the question of discontinuing all en- 
trance examinations at the schools, and it was finally voted to 
ask for a continuance of the present practice in this respect. 

Respectfully submitted, 
F. B. PALMER, 
Secretary. 
FREDONIA, N. Y., November 14, 1895. 
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6. ENTRANCE EXAMINATION PAPERS 


[Prepared by a Committee of Normal Principals, and published by the State 


Department of Public Instruction. ] 


ENTRANCE EXAMINATION, FEBRUARY, 1894 


First Day 


Write the subject of the examination, your name, and the date at the head of your papers. 
The work should be written out in full in the answers. 


Correct answers will receive 10 credits each, and a proportionately less number will be allowed 


as the answer approximates correctness or shows knowledge of principles. 


In order to secure admission, candidates must gain an average of 70 credits in the thr 


branches, and not fall below 60 credits in any one of them. 


amrwn hh 


10. 


np. 


a) 


Sant an 


10. 


Use care in spelling, writing and general neatness of appearance. 


Arithmetic 


. Define concrete number ; abstract number. 

Give the principles used in expressing numbers by the Roman notation. 

. What is a decimal fraction? What part of a decimal fraction is written ? 

A cistern measures 4 ft. 6 in. square, and 6 ft. deep; how many hhds. of water will it hold? 

. Find the interest of $37.85 for 1 yr. 9 mo. 28 days at 6%. 

What should be the face of a note at 60 days, without grace, to realize $450 when discounted 
at 10% per annum at a bank ? 

. When wheat is worth $1.00 per bu. the baker's loaf weighs 12 oz.; what shouldit weigh when 

wheat is worth 60 cents ? 

. 72/5 hhd. cost $250.75 ; what cost 5¢ hhd.? 

. Divide 1000 between 4 men in the ratio of 3, 4, 5 and 6. 

Find the square root of 2809. 


Grammar 


‘* And thou hast walked about (how strange a story!) 
In Thebes’s streets three thousand years ago, 
When the Memnonium was in all its glory, 
And time had not begun to overthrow 
Those temples, palaces, and piles stupendous 
Of which the very ruins are tremendous!” 


. Which are principal, and which are subordinate clauses in this sentence ? 


. What are the subject and predicate of each of the several clauses ? 


- What is the tense of the different verbs in the selection, and what is the part of speech of to 


overthrow ? 
. What is the antecedent of the pronoun which ? 


What instance of false syntax is in the sentence ? 
. Decline thou, it, story. 


- What is the case of the several nouns and pronouns in the sentence ? 


. Give a synopsis of the verb go. 


- Make the verb sit in the future perfect tense; and the verb break in all the tenses of the 


potential mood and passive voice. 


Jompare strange, and stupendous ; and make a list of all the adjectives and all the adverbs in 
the sentence, and classify them. 


Px 
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Geography 
Answer any ten of the following : 

1. Name the oceans and principal gulfs and bays that lie around North America. Name the 
principal seas in and around Europe. What islands are between North and South 
America ? 

- What effect has the Rocky Mountain System on the climate of the continent? 

. Where are the densest fogs in the Atlantic ocean ? 

- How does Labrador compare as to climate with European countries in the same latitude ? 

- Name the capitals of the several states of tho Union, and of the different countries of 
Europe. 

6. What bodies of water does the St. Lawrence River System comprise ? 
7. What countries of Europe lie around the Baltic sea? around the Mediterranean ? 
8. Name the principal peninsulas, seas and bays around the coast of Asia, and the principal 
groups of islands. 
9. What causes the fertility of the valley of the Nile, the Amazon, and the Mississippi ? 
10. Give the form of government of each of the following countries: Canada, Mexico, Brazil, 
Japan, India. 

11. Where are Pekin, Mecca, Calcutta, Honolulu, Havana, Buenos Ayres, Baton Rouge? 

12. In what direction, and through what waters, would you sail from New Orleans to Yoko- 

hama? 


OO 


Srconp Day 


Questions Prepared by a Committee of Normal Principals, and Published by the State Depart- 
ment of Public Instruction. 


Write the subject of the examination, your name, and the date at the head of your papers. 

The work should be written out in full in the answers. 

Correct answers will receive 10 credits each, and a proportionately less number will be allowed 
as the answer approximates correctness or shows knowledge of principles. 

In order to secure admission, candidates must gain an average of 70 credits in the three 
branches and not fall below 60 credits in any one of them. 

Use care in spelling, writing and general neatness of appearance. 


Arithmetic 


. Find the L. C. M. and the G. C. D. of 720, 336, and 1736. 
. Multiply 457.0486 by 14.8634. 
. Divide .0302 by 763.43. 
. Paid $6 per bbl. for flour; for what shall I sell to gain 20% ? 
Find the interest of $285.37 @ 6% for 3 yr. 2 mo. 12 da. 
. Sold a cow for $60 that cost $75; what was the loss % ? 
. If a pasture feed 18 cows for 32 days how long will it feed 24% Solve by Proportion. 
. Buffalo is 78° 55’ west, and the city of Rome is 20° 30’ east longitude, what is the difference in 
time ? 
9. Substract .0625 bu. from 3/ pk. 
10. Find the square root of 1444. 


OW Tm wr 


Grammar 


“But the good Peter rode through these towns with a smiling aspect, waving his hand with 
inexpressible majesty and condescension ; for he verily believed that the old clothes which these 
ingenious people bad thrust into their broken windows, and the festoons of dried apples and 
peaches which ornamented the fronts of their houses, were so many decorations in honor of his 
approach.” —IRVING. 


1. Write and number all the propositions (or clauses) in this sentence, and say which are inde 
pendent and which dependent. 


364 DepartTMENT oF Pusuic INstRUCTION 


arNnoaw1r 


ie 


. Write the subject of each proposition, with all its modifiers. The predicates with their 


modifiers. 


. Write a list of all the verbs in the sentence, stating which are transitive and which are in- 


transitive. 


. Give the mood, tense and veice of the several verbs. 

. Parse were, waving, verily, ingenious, that, for, which, in, many, these. 

. Compare good, old, smiling. 

. Give a synopsis of, or conjugate, the verb Be. 

. Write four sentences, using the verbs sit, set, rise, fall, in the past and the past perfect tenses 


of three different moods. 
Decline J, story, chimney, and leaf. 


. Tell the class of each of the nouns. 


Geography 


Answer any ten of the following: 


1, 
. Define a circle, a meridian, a parallel, the equator, the axis of the earth, the poles. 
. To what government does Iceland belong? And of what race are the people ? 

. Where are the cotton States, and where the wheat-growing States of the Union ? 


Where are the limits of the five climate zones? And how are those limits determined ? 


Where arethe islands of Cuba, Hawaii, New Guinea, New Hebrides, Sumatra? 


. Wkat is the cause of the desert condition of the Sahara, the plateau of Arabia, and Thibet? 


7. Where is the highest point of Europe ? 
8. Where is the home of the great seal herds ? 


. Find the value of — 


. What mountain ranges are comprised in the Appalachian System ? 

. What mountain ranges are comprised in the Rocky Mountain System? 

. What lakes and rivers are comprised in the Mackenzie River System ? 

. Give the boundaries of New York State, and name the internal lakes and rivers, the chief 


cities and the highest mountain. 


. How would you reach Seattle by water ? 


ENTRANCE EXAMINATION—SEPTEMBER, 1895 


First Day 


Arithmetic 


. Represent by figures. — 


(a) One billion ten million one hundred one thousand ten. 
(b) Seven thousand, and two ten-millionths. 

Express in words: 

(c) 10012002.003008001. 

(ad) 1.25%. 


- How much must be paid for plastering the walls and ceiling of a room, 30 tt. long, 24 ft. 


wide and 15 ft. high, at 25 cents per square yard, allowance being made for 3 doors, each 
7 ft. by 3 ft. 8 in., and for 4 windows, each 6 ft. by 2 ft. 10 in? 


, By selling pine apples for 7 dollars per hundred, ; of their cost is gained. For what price 


per hundred must they be sold to gain 3 of their cost? 


. A man gave } of his estate to his son John, } to his son William, } of the re-nainder to his 


daughter Mary, and the balance to his wife. Mary received $2243.26 less than John. 
What was the value of the estate and what did his wife secure? 

2.5 + .075 + .8—1.2 

OOD a 


. If 100 men can do a piece of work in 10 days, working 8 hours per day; in how many days 


can 12 men do the same work if they work 9 hours per day. 


is 


8. 


10. 


To 


bed 


sal tye 


Bat ee tt) 


hae 


10. 


NO mp we 
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What is due September 1, 1895, on a note given April 3, 1892, for $560, at 5 per cent simple 
interest? 

What must be given for stocks paying 12 per cept dividend, in order that the investmen} 
may pay 8 per cent interest. 

A town levied a tax of $5125, which sum included the amount voted for building a school- 
house and the collector's commission at 2s per cent. How much was the collector's 
commission ? : 

A hogshead of molasses was bought for a certain sum ; but 15 gallons having leaked out, the 
remainder was sold at $2.21 a gallon, and thereby the loss was 5 per cent on the cost. 
‘What was the cost? 


Grammar 


‘“To a man whose pleasures are not many, and rather small, the loss of such an event as 
saying farewell and wishing godspeed to a friend going to Europe is a great loss. It was so 
to me, especially, because there was always more to me in every departure than the parting 


- and the farewell. I was gradually renouncing this pleasure, as I saw small prospect of end- 
- ing before noon, when Titbottom, after looking at me for a moment, came to my side of the 
. desk, and said, 


‘Ishould like to finish that for you.’” 


Write in a column and in order the simple propositions. 


. Write in a column and in order the subordinate connectives, telling to what each joins its 


clause. 
Select an expletive and show its influence on the sentence. 
Parse “ going,” 1, 2. 
Select: 
(a) A clause of cause. 
(b) A clause of comparison. 
(c) A clause of time. 
Why are the quotation marks used in the last sentence ? 
Explain fully why, ‘‘ He had ought to go” is incorrect. 
Analyze sentence one in above selection by any method familiar to you. 
Write a sentence containing a substantive clause, and tell what is the office of the clause. 


. Write a letter to a friend, giving your reasons for wishing to attend a Normal school, and 


describing your journey. 


Geography 


. Give the parallels of latitude which mark the limits of the suu’s vertical rays upon the earth. 


Give the width of each zone in degrees. 
What waters are connected by the Erie Canal? Name four cities on or near the canal. 
What range of mountains extend (a) from the Black Sea to the Caspian Sea; (d) between 
France and Spain? Norway and Sweden? 


. Name three seas that border upon (a) Turkey, (0) on the British Isles. 
. Name and give location of the four largest cities in the United States. Also name and give 


approximate population of largest city in the world. 


. Mention two routes by which a person can go from New York city to Chicago. 
. What is the chief source of wealth of (a) Great Britain? (b) Of United States? (c) Ot 


France ? 


. Give reasons why there should be so much difference in the climate of Great Britain and the 


United States in the same latitude. 


. What is the outlet of Lake Champlain and into what does it flow ? 


Where is Gettysburg—West Point—Calcutta—Tokio—The Thousand Islands—Victoria 
Falls ¢ 
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Srconp Day 


Arithmetic 


1. Write the table of Surface, or Square Measure. 

2, The longitude of Paris is 2° 16’ east, and of Washington 77° 17’ west; what time is itin 
Washington when it is 1:10 o’clock P. M. in Paris ? 

3. Two ferry-boats make the same number of trips during the summer. One carries 6,923 pas- 
sengers and the other 5,719. Each boat carries its full number of passengers each trip, 
How many trips do the boats make and how many more passengers does the larger boat 
carry than the smaller one? 

4. Bought a horse and carriage for $250, and paid for a harness y; as much as I paid for the 
horse. The carriage cost }} as much as the horse. What was paid for each? 

5. What principal will gain $36 in one year 2 months and 12 days at 7 per cent? 

6. Required the face of a note which, when discounted at the bank for 120 days, will give 
$540.50 ? 

7. What interest is made on an investment in 4% stock at 20% discount ? 

8. If, by selling cloth at $7 per yard, I gain 75 per cent., do I gain or lose by selling it at $3 per 
yard and how much per cent. ? 

9. My house is worth $6,370. For how much must it be insured at 2 per cent. to cover both 
property and premium ? 

10. Paid $53.76 duties at the rate of 8 per cent. on 60 casks of raisins, after the deduction of 12 
lbs. to a cask for tare. Allowing the gross weight of each cask of raisins to have been 112 
lbs., what was their invoice value per pound. 


Grammar 


‘* For those of us whom Nature means to keep at home she provides entertainment. One man 
goes four thousand miles to Italy and does not see it, he is so short-sighted. Another is so far- 
sighted that he stays in his room and sees more than Italy.” 


1. Write in a column and in order the prepositions in this quotation so as to show the antecedent 
and subsequent terms of relations; e. g. 
(a) Ran to house. 
(6) Came from town. 


2. Select a clause of result and show what it modifies. 

3. Select a clause of comparison and show what it modifies. 

4. Parse ‘‘another,” 1. 3. 

5. What is the case of ‘‘miles,” 1. 2? with the reason for your answer. 

6. Decline: I, brother-in-law, and chimney. 

7. Formulate, by any method with which you are familiar, the last sentence. 

8. In the sentence, He thought of the days when he was young, (a) Give the subordinate 
clause; (6) What is its office? (c) What does the clause denote? (@) Parse “when.” 

9 


- Select a transitive verb; change the sentence so that the verb shall be in the passive voice, 
and explain the change. 

10. Write a letter to a friend giving your reasons for wishing to attend a Normal School, and 

describing your journey. 


Geography 


1. Name the straits and rivers which connect the great lakes with one another and with the 
ocean. 

. Why should the temperature decrease with the altitude? Why is California warmer than 
the corresponding latitude of the Atlantic coast? 

3. What waters does the the Suez Canal connect? ' 

4. Name in order the States which border on the Atlantic ocean with their capitals. 


re 
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what do the following rivers flow? Danube; Volga; Thames; Niagara; Genesee ; 
Nile; Niger. ; 

bout how long does it take to go by rail from (a) New York to Buffalo? (b) From New 
_ York to San Francisco? (c) By steamer from New York to Liverpool? 

3. Under what form of government are the following comitries: Russia; England; France; 
: Turkey; Germany; Mexico? Give the title of the ruler of each. 

9. Name the States which border on (a) British America; (b) bound Maryland. 

10. Define a water-shed, and name one, Give location of Toronto; Boston; Philadelphia; 
Mobile. 


EXHIBIT No.5 


_ AMERICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY. 


Report or Prorrssor Ausert 8. Brokmore 


f 
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AMERICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY 


REPORT OF PROFESSOR ALBERT 8, BICKMORE 


Hon. Cuartes R. Sxinnur, State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction : 

Sir—I have the honor to submit the following report for the 
present year in relation to the instruction provided for by chap- 
ter 6, of the Laws of 1893, and chapter 362, of the Laws of 1895. 

The number of teachers attending the lectures, which I have 
the honor to deliver at this institution under your auspices has 


_ constantly been so large that we have continued to follow the 


plan of dividing our audiences into two sections, “A” and “B.” 
The first comprises those teaching in the odd-numbered schools 
of our city, as Nos. 1, 3, 5, 7, ete., and half of the teachers of the 
neighboring counties; while section “B” is composed of those 
from our even numbered schools as 2, 4, 6, 8, etc., and the remain- 
ing instructors in the free public schools in this part of the State. 
At the beginning of each school year we issue a circular letter to 
the principals of the different departments of our city and cor- 
porate schools announcing the topics of the lectures during the 
season and asking those teachers who desire tickets to sign their 
names on postal cards which they return to us. We thus keep 
an exact record of all the teachers who apply directly to us for 
our assistance in their daily work in the public schools. To pro- 
vide for Brooklyn and the neighboring cities and villages we 
forward to their superintendents of schools and commissioners 
of education the number of tickets required, which they dis- 
tribute from their own offices. 

The localities represented in our regular attendance, extend 
up the river to Sing Sing, in Westchester county to Mount Ver- 
non and White Plains, southward to Staten Island, and on Long 
Island as far as Jamaica. 
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We also send tickets to the superintendents of schools and 
commissioners throughout the State. inviting them, if they shall 
visit our city on any of the dates of the lectures to favor us with 
a call, and see our methods and their results. 

Prominent educators from neighboring States who are pass- 
ing through our city frequently come to see our system of illus- 
trated instruction. 

Our geographical studies of Great Britain, begun in the au- 
tumn of 1894, was completed at the commencement of the pres- 
ent year, the regular series of ten lectures in the spring course 
ending with four on human anatomy and physiology upon the 
following dates: 

SPRING OF 1895 


(Continued from the Autumn Course of 1894) 


Geography and ZLovlogy 


No. 176, January 19.—Northern England—the Lakes and 
Stratford-on-Avon. 

No. 176, January 26.—Repeated. 

No. 177. February 2.—English Universities and Cathedrals. 

No. 177, February 9.—Repeated. 

No. 178, February 16.—Southern England—London. 

No. 178, February 23.—Repeated. 


Human Anatomy and Physiology 

No. 179, March 2.—The Skeleton and Muscles. 

No. 180, March 9.—The Arteries and Veins. 

No. 181, March 16.—Digestion and Respiration. 

No. 182, March 23.—The Nervous System. 

At the close of my last report, page 443, I gave the official 
minutes of the action taken by the Council of Superintendents 
of Cities and Villages, at the annual session held at Buffalo, Oc- 
tober 18, 1894, in which they expressed their high estimation of 
our methods of visual instruction and requested their committee 
on legislation to use every means in their power to secure an ap- 
propriation from the next Legislature for the extension of our 
system into their schools. 

In accordance with the above request the committee matured 
the following bill, which was unanimously passed by both 
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branches of the Legislature and promptly signed by the Gov- 
ernor. 
Chapter 362 of the Laws of 1895 

AN ACT to provide that additional facilities for free instruction 
in natural history, geography and kindred subjects, by means 
of pictorial representation and lectures, may be furnished to 
the free common schools of each city and village of the State 
that has, or may have, a superintendent of free common 
schools. 


‘ BEcaME a law April 19, 1895, with the approval of the Governor. Passed, 
three-fifths being present. 


The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and 
Assembly, do enact as follows : 


Section 1. The State Superintendent of Public Instruction is 
hereby authorized to furnish additional facilities for instruction 
in natural history, geography and kindred subjects, by means of 
pictorial representation and lectures, to the free common schools 
of each city and village of the State that has or may have, a su- 
perintendent of free common schools. The local school authori- 
ties may, in their discretion, cause the aforesaid illustrated lec- 
tures to be repeated to their artisans, mechanics and other citi- 
zens on the legal holidays and at other times. Any institution 
instructing a teachers’ training class, or any union free school 
may have the free use of the apparatus provided by this act upon 
the payment to the superintendent of schools loaning the same 
of necessary expenses incurred in such use or for any loss or in- 
jury to said property. 

Said superintendent may, ffom time to time, establish the 
rules and regulations and make and enter into the contracts 
necessary for carrying out the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 2. The annual report of each school superintendent to the 
Department of Public Instruction shall contain a full statement 
of the extent to which the instructions described may be given, 
and his judgment of the usefulness of the same. 

Sec. 3. The sum of twenty-five thousand dollars is hereby ap- 
propriated, from any moneys not otherwise appropriated, for the 
preparation for and the support and maintenance of said instruc- 
tion for the year beginning on the first day of January, eighteen 
hundred and ninety-five, payable by the treasurer upon the war- 
rant of the comptroller, upon vouchers approved by the Super- 
intendent of public instruction and audited by the comptroller; 
and the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars shall be appropri- 
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ated annually thereafter, in the general appropriation bill, for 
the preparation for and the support and maintenance of said in- 
struction for the term of four years from the first day of January, 
eighteen hundred and ninety-five. 

Sec. 4. This act shall take effect immediately. 


On the 10th of May, at your invitation, a large representation 
of the superintendents of schools assembled in Albany to ma- 
ture plans for carrying out the purposes of the foregoing statute. 
I was present at your request and submitted for the considera- 
tion of the members of the council a course of study for the four 
years provided for by the law. 

The whole matter of aiding me in choosing the topics for the 
lectures; selecting the slides to illustrate each subject, and other 
similar details, was referred with power to a “permanent com- 
mittee on advice,” consisting of Superintendents Charles W. Cole 
of Albany, Charles E. Gorton of Yonkers and James Godwin of 
New York, who approved the following schedule, with such 
changes to be hereafter made as may from time to time be deemed 
advisable. 

First Year 

Manhattan Island and the Highlands of the Hudson. 

The Catskills and the Adirondacks. 

Central New York and the Erie Canal. 

Niagara Falls. 

Second Year 

The Connecticut Valley and the White Mountains. 

The Coast of New England and the St. Lawrence River. 

Pennsylvania and the District of Columbia. 

The Mississippi Valley and Gulf States. 

The Rocky Mountains and the Great Basin. 

Third Year 

The National Yellowstone Park. 

California and the Yosemite Valley. 

Alaska and British Columbia. 

EKgypt—Cairo. 

Palestine—Jerusalem. : 

Fourth Year 

Mexico. 

Central America and the West Indies. 

South America. 

Greece—Athens. 

Italy—Rome. 
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In accordance with the recommendations of the above com- 
mittee on advice you authorized me to procure the necessary 
slides and apparatus and to arrange for giving instruction in the 
management of the outfit. 

On the 17th of June an agreement was signed between the 
Department and the Museum, and I immediately secured the 
necessary assistants and began the new and widely-extended 
work. The Museum having prepared a small lecture hall that 
could be used at any time, we issued a circular letter inviting 
each superintendent to call or send some one representing him, to 
receive full instruction in the management of the oxy-hydrogen 
apparatus. A few members of the Council not being able to 
come to New York during the summer, I secured a convenient 
room in Newburgh, and made provision that instruction should 
be given while the Council was in session in that city. I have 
also issued an invitation to all who desire any further advice to 
visit the Museum during the coming holidays or whenever it may 
be convenient. 

We have forwarded the full set of apparatus to the sixty-six 
superintendents, and have their receipts on file that it has been 
received in good order. We have also sent them seventy-two 
slides on Niagara Falls, of which nineteen were colored. These 
illustrations were followed with a pamphlet on the great cata- 
ract by Professor G. K. Gilbert, of the United States Geological 
Survey, because my own lecture on that subject could not be 
given here and stenographically reported before the 10th of this 
mouth. The lecture on “Manhattan Island and the Highlands 
of the Hudson” is now well advanced, and we shall send out the 
beautifully colored flowers prepared by Mr. and Mrs. Cornelius 
Van Brunt and most of the plain slides illustrating that topic 
before the holidays. We experience the greatest difficulty in 
finding those who can make and color the slides as rapidly as 
we desire, and at the same time keep up to the high standard 
of artistic excellence which we absolutely require. We have 
now all the skillful artists we can learn of engaged in this work, 
but hope to find more who shall prove to possess a successful 
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aptitude for it. The cordial reception that has attended the 
opening lectures by the superintendents is shown by the follow- 
ing letters, among many others, which we have already re- 
ceived: 

Bineuamton, N. Y., Vovember 9, 1895. 
Professor A. §. Brcxmorrn, Vew York City: 


I exhibited the slides with the new stereopticon outfit to the 
teachers and the board of education, and although the afternoon 
was rainy a large number came out and were delighted with the 
views. All expressed the greatest satisfaction and enthusiasm 
for the work, and the only regrets were that they (the teachers 
and the board) could not be young once more and go through 
again. Thanking you, I am, yours very truly, 


(Signed.) E. B. WHITNEY. 


Grneva, N. Y., December 3, 1895. 
My Dear Dr. Bickmore: 


We have greatly enjoyed the “Niagara and St. Lawrence” pic- 
tures, and we are expecting another set before Christmas. 


Very respectfully, 
(Signed.) W. H. TRUESDALE. 


Oaprnsgure, N. Y., December 10, 1895. 
Dr. A. 8. Bicxmorn, American Museum Natural History, Central 
Park, New York City: 


Dear Dr. Bickmore: As I wrote you, I gave the lecture to the 
pupils of the fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth years. The results 
were more satisfactory than I anticipated. They were delighted. 
The teachers of these grades, the next day, required the pupils 
to make a written statement of the views and what they repre- 
sent, and of the lecture as given. 

These productions revealed a clear conception of the views and 
an intelligent understanding of the lecture. To test the results 
of these lectures upon the pupils in the grades, as upon the high 
school pupils, I gave the lecture the same in each case. My 
judgment is that the pupils in the grades had as good, or nearly 
as good, an understanding of the lecture as a whole as the high 
school pupils, and that they actually received more benefit than 
the pupils in the academy. 

I am asked to give this lecture in several different places. 
Please send me all reports and synopses of the lectures as you 
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give them from time to time. Accept my thanks for those al- 
ready sent. I will also regard as special favor any suggestions 
as to helps in giving of lectures. Sincerely yours, 


(Signed.) BARNEY WHITNEY, 


* Porr Ewen, N. Y., December 10, 1895. 
Dr. Axsert S. Bicxmorn, Vew York City : 


Dear Sir: Supervisor Downing has loaned me a set of views 
of New York State. I have the oil lantern from the State Nor- 
mal School at New Paltz. 

Friday afternoon I gave a talk in the Port Ewen School. 
Ninety pupils were present, and three teachers, Attention very 
good. Monday evening I gave a talk in a rural district. Forty- 
two (42) pupils present, one teacher, and twelve patrons of the 
school. 

The day following my talk I ask the teachers to have their 
pupils write a composition, telling what they have seen. From 
these compositions Iam more.than paid for my work. The com- 
positions point out the weak points in our schools and in the 
leaching. I believe this composition work shows more of the 
true condition of our schools than can be shown in any other 
way. ‘They are very interesting. 

In enclose a small ticket which I send to the teachers. I will 
report further if you desire. Very respectfully, 


(Signed.) MILLARD W. BALDWIN, 
School Commissioner, Second District, Ulster County, N. Y. 


Asany, N. Y., December 12, 1895. 
Dr. A. 8S. Bicxmors, Vew York City: 


_My dear Dr. Bickmore: Professor A. F. Onderdonk of our 
high school gave the lecture on Niagara on Monday, December 
2, to five hundred pupils of the ninth year, the highest grammar 
grade, and two hundred and fifty pupils of the first year in the 
High School, and their teachers, in all about eight hundred. He 
repeated the lecture on Tuesday, December 38, to the five hundred 
eighth year grammar school pupils and all the public school 
teachers, making about cight hundred in all. The lecture and’ 
the illustrative slides were received with enthusiastic delight, 
our teachers reporting that they are sure that the whole line of 
lectures will be of great value in connection with their class 
work in Geography and History. 

We hope to receive the slides for the other lectures soon, as 
the teachers and pupils are now eager for more mental food of 
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the kind already furnished. Professor Onderdonk introduced 
Niagara by showing some fifteen slides of other renowed water- 
falls. He also made a great hit by giving an idea of the magni- 
tude of Niagara, by using city blocks for comparison in width, 
and our City Hall tower for height. He will visit you soon and 
will be pleased to tell you all about it. 

Of course, I enjoyed my visit at your institution and shall be 
glad to go again and often. Sincerely yours, 


(Signed.) CHARLES W. COLE, 
Superintendent of Schools. 


: Yonxers, N. Y., December 18, 1895. 
Dr. A. 8. Bickmore: 


Dear Sir: Ihave exhibited the views of Niagara Falls and the 
St. Lawrence River several times to the older pupils in day 
schools and evening schools also. The lecture has been given 
afternoons in an assembly hall which can be darkened in a few . 
minutes at any time, and in the evening teachers and the par- 
ents of pupils have attended in considerable numbers. Next week 
I shall show these views in our largest hall, which will seat more 
than a thousand, and shall invite the parents and friends of the 
school as well as the older children. 

Everybody is charmed with the views, which, by the way, I 
show on a screen much larger than the one you sent. My screen 
is about 17 feet square, and the lantern is quite powerful enough 
for the purpose. Very truly yours, 


(Signed.) CHARLES E. GORTON, 
Superintendent of Schools. 


Chancellor Day of Syracuse University having aided us in the 
passage of the new law, I sent him, at my own expense, three 
sample slides and asked if he and his faculty would be willing 
to aid the superintendents in his vicinity if they were solicited 
for assistance, and he makes the following cordial reply: 


Syracuse, N. Y., Vovember 28, 1895. 
Dr. Atzert 8. Bickmorn, Vew York: 


My dear Dr. Bickmore: Yours of the 25th, also the slides 
which you have kindly sent, received. Accept my most cordial 
thanks. I expect to be in the city during the holidays and shall 
surely come to the Museum and find you. I want to talk over with 
you some practical thoughts that you have put into my head by 
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sending me these slides. I assure you that we will do all that 
we can to assist Superintendent Blodgett in the remarkable work 
which you have projected. -I am sure that all of our professors 
will be in lively sympathy with him and will aid when possible. 
Count on me always. Very truly, 


(Signed.) JAMES R. DAY. 


As an illustration of the complimentary applications that have 
been received from many of the most prominent educators in 
other States, who desire to add to the present means of instruc- 
tion in their free public schools the system which we already en- 
joy, I add the following letter from the Secretary of State 
Board of Education in Massachusetts: 


State Housx, Boston, October 26, 1895. 
My Dear Prorrssor Bickmore: 

I expressed so strongly my appreciation of your geography 
work while I was with you in New York city that I have taken 
more leisure for that more formal expression of my -satisfac- 
- tion which it has been my purpose to send you. 

Your views are wonderfully beautiful, and your idea of awak- 
ening a public interest in such things as the basis for a more 
scholarly interest to follow, seems to me to be pedagogically 
sound. I should like to obtain sets of your slides, particularly 
of those used in the public lecture which I heard, and the private 
lecture which you were so kind as to give me. Shall I make 
formal application to Superintendent Skinner for sets, or will 
you do so in my behalf? 

Again thanking you for courtesies extended to me while in 
New York, I remain cordially yours, 


(Signed.) FRANK A. HILL 


Through the assistance of Dr. Thomas B. Stowell, principal of 
the State Normal School at Potsdam, and of Superintendent 
Charles W. Cole, of Albany, we have received bids from Mr. J. 
-R. Clancy, 247--249 North Salina street, Syracuse, and Mr. Mat- 
thew McCarty, 26 William street, Albany, offering to refill the 
gas cylinders for the superintendents at two dollars and fifty 
cents, which is just half of the usual price. 

We understand they will also take the cylinders from the rail- 
road or express offices in their cities and return them to those 
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offices without charge. We are now endeavoring to find an- 
other firm in either Buffalo or Rochester who will make a sim- 
ilar liberal offer for the benefit of the superintendents in the 
western part of the State. As the most important part of my 
work for the State has come to be rendering aid to the superin- 
tendents in accordance with the provisions of the new law, I have 
taken the same subjects as mentioned above for my own lectures 
here at the Museum, and our autumn course just ended and its at- 
tendance have been as follows: 


Date Subject 
No. 183, October 5.—The Atmosphere. Section A. 500 
No. 183, October 12.—The Atmosphere. Section B. 600 


—— 1,100 
No. 184, October 19.—Manhattan Island and the 
Highlands of the Hudson. Section A... 900 
No. 184, October 26.—Manhattan Island and the 
Highlands of the Hudson. Section B... 920 
— 1,820 
No. 185, November 2.—The Catskills and the Adi- 
rondacks.. » Section Avw.<.25c. ke « atte he. 550 
No. 185, November 9.—The Catskills and the Adi- 
rondacks,. » Sections Bs. sgaeanwae eens 1,000 
— 1,550 
No. 186, November 16.—Central New York and the 
Erie Canals. (Section Ax cick Goce ceeds 900 
No. 186, November 23.—Central New York and the 
Erie Canal. ,Section’ Barco. (ase eee 800 
— 1,700 
No. 187, November 30.—Niagara Falls. Section A. 800 
No. 187, December 7.—Niagara Falls. Section B.. 900 
— 1.700 
Attendance. on. the ‘couse ..Jecasce vine) Uae Ce 7,870 


Our hall contains nine hundred and forty (940) seats, but only 
about seven hundred and fifty (750) auditors can command a sat- 
isfactory view of both screens, yet the above statement shows 
that our average attendance for the ten lectures was seven hun- 
dred and eighty-seven (787). 

At the opening of this course the following interesting exer- 
cises occurred: 

Professor Bickmore said: 


American Museum or Narurat History 381 


Teachers and Friends: Iam happy to greet you as we resume 
our studies this year, devoting ourselves to our own State and 
our own country. We have many views to show you of the at- 
mospheric envelope of our planet, so I shall not delay you with 
any further remarks. We have the gratification to have with 
us the State Superintendent of Public Instruction, the Hon. 
Charles R. Skinner. I know you will be happy to hear a few 
words from him. 


Superintendent Skinner was received with applause, and made 
the following address: 


Professor Bickmore, Teachers and Friends: For many years 
the American Museum of Natural History has been an object of 
interest to me in the work in which I have been engaged of co- 
operating with you, teachers, superintendents, and friends of 
education, in doing our duty of making it our great object in life 
to place the educational interests of the Empire State first among 
all the States of the Union, in order that this State may lead in 
educational as she does in commercial and financial matters. 

I have known of the zeal and industry of our friend, Professor 
Bickmore, in the work which has been inaugurated in this insti- 
tution, and it is a gratification to know that this is a part of the 
State Department of Public Instruction of the State of New 
York. Itisa great gratification to embrace this department in 
the work of our State. I congratulate you, teachers of the City 
of New York, that you are so fortunate as to live in a community 
which has the liberality to provide an educational institution like 
that in which we are now assembled. 

It is one of the proud monuments which the people of the 
metropolis have erected to education; and who can measure, who 
can imagine, the good which has flowed out from this institution 
as i cesult of the many object lessons which the teachers and the 
citizens have been permitted to see? All the world has been 
brought before you in a beautiful panorama. Men live upon 
what they feel, and also upon what they see. 

This has given you a great opportunity. We are not all able 
to travel to the summit of the Alps, nor to the Golden Gate, nor 
to the far-off countries beyond the oceans; but this system brings 
them all before us for our study—not for our amusement, but for 
our everlasting yood, as a part of the education which we are 
receiving day by day in our associations with each other and in 
our contact with the world in our daily lives. 

It is a great system and we owe very much to the industry, 
to the indefatigable work of Professor Bickmore and his asso- 
ciates, to the hoard of trustees of this institution for their lipcr- 
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ality, their attention to duty, their knowledge of the needs of 
the teachers of the city and the State, and their willingness to 
meet those needs. I congratulate you, teachers of New York, 
upon the opportunities which you have to widen and broaden 
your knowledge of the city, your knowledge of the State, your 
knowledge of the wide world in which we live and in which we 
are actors; and you, I know, will congratulate your brother and 
sister teachers, throughout the State of New York that the Legis- 
lature in its liberality has extended this system of instruction 
throughout the borders of the State of New York. 

Heretofore the lectures here have been repeated at our teach- 
ers’ institutes, held in each county of the State every year, and 
we have reached 50,000 people annually in thus reproducing the 
lectures and the views which you have seen. By a recent enact- 
ment, every city in the State, and every village in the State em- 
ploying a superintendent of schools, is entitled to the same priv- 
ilege; and so the advantages which are so liberally spread out 
before you here, my friends, will hereafter be provided for every 
teacher in the State of New York. 

And I glory in that fact more than in anything else, because, 
although we look to boards of education for direction; although 
we look to our superintendents for an intelligent direction of 
the laws of the boards of education; while we pay attention to 
our course of study in academies, high schools, and common 
schools, and much depends upon all these, yet more depends upon 
the teachers of the State of New York. Unless they are faithful, 
unless they are loyal, unless they are zealous, unless they are 
satisfied and happy in their work, and surrounded by good in- 
fluences (and aided by good salaries let me say), our work will 
never be well done. The teachers are the foundation stone of 
our educational system. 

I want—and I have no higher ambition—to encourage the 
teachers of our State to love their profession, and to teach in our 
schools because they love the profession of teaching, but, more 
than that, because they love the boys and girls in our schools 
who are to take our places. 

I thank you, my friends, for your generous welcome, and I can 
only assure you that I ask your co-operation in all that can be 
done to elevate the standard of education in our great State. 


Besides the regular yearly course of twenty lectures to teach- 
ers described above, I also give four free lectures on holidays, 
which are announced this year as follows: Free illustrated lec- 
tures to the people will be given at the American Museum of 
Natural History, Kighth avenue and Seventy-seventh street (Cen- 
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tral Park), under the auspices of the State Department of Public 
Instruction, by Professor Albert 8. Bickmore, on the legal holi- 
days, upon the following subjects: New York State: Thanks. 
giving day, November 28, 1895, Manhattan Island and the High- 
lands; Christmas, December 25, 1895, The Catskills and the Adi- 
rondacks; New Year’s, January 1, 1896, Lakes of Central New 
York and Erie Canal; Washington’s Birthday, February 22, 1896, 
Niagara Falls. Doors open at 3 o’clock. Lectures begin at 3:30 
P.M. Allare welcome. No tickets are required. 

These lectures are attended by overwhelming audiences. On 
last Thanksgiving Day after all the 940 seats in the hall were 
filled, 260 persons stood in the aisles. The record kept by our 
janitor shows that during that single week I spoke to the follow- 
ing audiences: 


To members of the Museum on Tuesday, November 26... 800 
To the people, a free lecture on Thanksgiving Day, No- 

Be MCE Re SM fre Fase iy kG OO oe GAtI Be oda los 93k 1,200 
To teachers on Saturday, November 30................. 800 
Number of different citizens present in the lecture hall of 

the Museum to listen to our instruction in one week... 2,800. 


Last Washington’s Birthday, February 22, 1895, more people 
stood before the doors were opened at 3 P. M. waiting to be ad- 
mitted than the hall could hold, and over 2,000 of our citizens 
were turned away for want of room. 

Dr. Henry M. Leipziger has applied to us for the privilege of 
purchasing for the City of New York one set of the slides of each 
of our four autumn subjects to be used in his free lectures to 
the people, which are delivered under the auspices of our board 
of education at nearly thirty different places. If his request is 
granted each lecture would be given to about 15,000 different per- 
sons, and the attendance upon the course would therefore prob- 
- ably number 60,000. 

From the fund provided by chapter 6, of the Laws of 1893, in 
addition to the lectures prepared and delivered here to the teach- 
crs of our city and this part of the State we have sent out to each 
of the five institute conductors two lectures and the following 
books: 
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Lecture on Injurious Insects and the Birds that Feed Upon Them 
—forty-seven colored slides and forty-six plain ones; 

Lecture on Mexico and the West Indies—thirty-four colored 
slides and thirty-nine plain ones. 

One copy of Insects and Insecticides by Weed; 

One copy of Insects Injurious to Fruits by Saunders; and 

Oue copy ef Handbook of Birds of Eastern North America by 
Chapmau. 

The same slides and books have also been sent to Mr. A. 8. 
Downing, supervisor of institutes and teachers’ training classes, 
and also the following works for circulation among the conduct- 
ors, viz.: One copy of Reclus Earth and Man, North America 
voluwe II; one copy of Hawks and Owls by Fisher, U. 8S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture; one copy of Warren’s Birds of Pennsyl- 
vania, and one copy of English Sparrow, U. S. Department of 
Agriculture. 

We have also had a case prepared of injurious and beneficial 
insects for Mr. Downing’s office, and for him to exhibit to our 
apriculturists. 

Governor Morton haying kindly acceded to your solicitation 
that we should be permitted to photograph his model farm build- 
‘ings and prize Guernsey cattle for Mr. Downing’s lecture before 
the annual meeting of the State Grange at Binghamton in Jan- 
uary, 1896, I have visited Ellerslie with our photographer, who 
has also made several negatives of the Governor’s poultry yard 
and is still engaged in completing the series of views which 
will, we feel assured, prove of direct practical benefit to all the 
farmers of our State. 

We have also furnished from the same fund to each of the 
eleven State Normal Schools, the Normal College in New York 
city and the Training School for Teachers in Brooklyn, the fol- 
lowing slides. 

Remaining illustrations on Forestry of lectures Nos. 122 and 
124: 


Colored. S1GOS sic cos. niscouces ee tue ecco ey ee Pee eee 40 
Plain Slides: cin ca‘. cee owe Gare cake meee erect Onto nae Sif 
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Of lecture No. 126, on Granites and Sandstones: 
Colored slides 


= Sa i ESSE ac CE i ge ML 45 
Be oe a ee aa eee Mic 27 
ae OCH ReAE th) Winer Reames Sac Ses (0% 


7 + 72 = 149 x 13 sets = 1,937 slides, of which 85 x 13 — 1,105 
were colored. 


We have also forwarded to each school the manuscript report 
of lecture No. 126. 

Summary of slides furnished this year from Fund “A,” chapter 
6, of the Laws of 1893, 


To Normal Schools— 
0 CU Be Sea a ee ee 1,937 
Of which 85 x 13 = 1,105 were colored. 


To institute conductors and supervisors: 


CULL: SEE See ay ere ee ee 2,933 
The extension of our system into all the cities and villages hay- 
ing a superintendent of schools marks an era in the history of 
this method of illustrative education and naturally suggests that 
the following statement be made of the whole series of lectures, 
since they were first placed under the auspices of the State Su- 
perintendent of Public Instruction. 

The following lectures to the teachers of the city and 
State of New York, were given under the auspices of 
the State Department of Public Instruction, at the Amer. 
ican Museum of Natural History, Eighth avenue and 
Seventy-seventh street (Central Park), New York city, by 
Professor Albert S. Bickmore. From the subjects upon which 


_the law requires that instruction shall be given in the public 


schools and normal schools of the State, the following have been 
selected by the State Superintendent of Public Instruction for 
these illustrated lectures, which are free to all the teachers of 


_ this State. 


(Note.—The first course of this visual instruction was begun in 
the autumn of 1884, and eighty lectures were delivered up to the 


25 | : 
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spring of 1888. The second course was commenced in the au- 
tumn of 1888, with lecture No. 81 to lecture No. 182, and contin- 
ued until the spring of 1895. The third course begins with lec- 
ture No. 183.) 

First Course, Autumn or 1884 


Human Anatomy and Physiology 


1, The Skeleton. 4. Nervous System and 
2. The Muscular System. Senses. 
3. The Arteries and Veins. 5. Digestion and Respiration. 
6. Hygiene. 
Mineral Kingdom—Building and Ornamental Stones 
7. Granites and Sandstones. 8. Limestones and Marbles. 
Vegetable Kingdom—Forestry 
9, Evergreens — the Pine, 10. Deciduous Trees — the 
Spruce and Cedar. Oak, Elm and Maple. 
Spring or 1885 
‘ Animal Kingdom 
11. Introductory—The Sea. 16. Crabs and Lobsters. 
12. Corals and Sea Fans. 17. Flies and Mosquitos. 
18. Oysters and Clams. 18. Butterflies and Moths. 
14. Marine Univalves and 19. Bees and Ants. 
Snails. 20. Beetles. 
15. The Nautilus and Argo- 
nauta. 


AvuTuMN or 1885 
Physical Geography 
21. The Appalachians and Niag- 26. The Yosemite Valley. 


ara. 27. Mexico and Central Amer- 
22. The Mississippi Valley. ica. 
23. The National Yellowstone 28. The Bermudas. 

Park. 29, The Andes. 


24. The Garden of the Gods. 30. The Amazon. 
25. The Canons of the Colorado. 


SPRING oF 1886 
Lovlogy— Fishes 


31. Herring and Shad. 34. Cod and Hake. 
32. Salmon and Trout. 35, Sharks and Rays. 


33. Halibut and Flounder, 


36. 


63. 


(ae 
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Leptiles 
Salamanders and Frogs. 3¢. Snakes and Lizards. 


Birds 


- Swimming Birds and Wad- 39. Pheasants and Doves. 


ers. 40. Eagles and Owls. 


AUTUMN or 1886 
Geography and Ethnology 


. The Atmosphere. 44. The Mediterranean. 
- Switzerland. 45. The Rhine. 
. Norway. 
Useful Minerals 
. Coal and Petroleum. 48. Silver and Gold. 
. fron and Lead. 


Articles of Food 


. Tea and Coftee. 50. Indian Corn and Tobacco. 
SPRING or 1887 
Geography and Lithnology 
. Hngland—London. 53. Germany—Berlin. 
. France—Paris. 54. Russia—st. Petersburg. 
Lovlogy— Birds 
. Humming Birds. 56. Birds of Paradise. 
Mammals 
- Kangaroos and Opossums. 59. Sheep and Oxen. 
. Elephants and Antelopes. 60. Swine and Deer. 
AUTUMN oF 1837 
Geography and Ethnology 
. Egypt. 66. Scotland. 
. Palestine. 67. India. 
Turkey. 68. China. 
. Greece. 69. Japan. 
. Italy. 70. Pacific Islands. 


Sprinc or 1888 
Articles of Food 
Wheat and Rice. 72. Sugar and Salt. 
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73. 
74. 
75. 
76. 


79. 


81. 


82. 


85. 


86. 


88. 


89. 


91. 
92. 


93. 
94. 


98. 
99. 
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Loblogy —Mammals 


The Whales and Manatees. 77 Monkeys of the New 
The Horse and Rhinoceros. World. 
Dogs and Seals. 78. Monkeys of the Old 
Lions and Tigers. World. 

Aborigines of North America 
Eskimos and Indians of 80. Indians of the United 


Alaska. States. 


Srconp CoursE—AvtTUMN oF 1888 


Introductory 
The Theory of Laplace— 83. The Sun. 
Nebulae and Comets. 84. The Moon and the Tides. 
The Planets. 


Geology and Loilogy—The Earth 


The Azoic Age, and the Age 87. The Age of Reptiles, and 
of Invertebrates. the Age of Mammals. 
The Age of Fishes, and the 
Age of Plants. 


Geography and Zoology 


The Atlantic Ocean—The 90. The Indian Ocean—Mau- 
Bermudas. ritius. 
The Pacific Ocean—The 
Sandwich Islands and 
New Zealand. 
Spring or 1889 


Geography and Geology 


The Palisades and the High- 95 The Falls of Niagara. 

lands. 96. The St. Lawrence and the 
The Catskills and the Adi- Saguenay. 

rondacks. 97. The Mississippi Valley 
The White Mountains. and Gulf States. 
The Lakes and Glens of New 

York. 

Botany 

The Stem and the Leaf. 100. The Forests of America. 
The Flower and the Fruit. ; : 


( 
Autumn oF 1889 
Geography and Ethnology 


101. Belgium. 103. Denmark and Sweden. 
102. Holland. 
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Geography and Geology 
104. The National Yellowstone 107. The Great Basin and the 


Park. Sierras. 

105. Colorado—Pike’s Peak and 108. California—The Yosem- 
Monument Park. ite Valley. 

106. The Canons of the Rocky 109. British Columbia. 
Mountains. 110. Alaska. 


SpPrinG or 1890 
Geography and Ethnology 
111. Oregon and Washington. 114, Chili and Brazil. 
112. Mexico. 115. The West Indies—Cuba. 
118. Central America and Peru. 
Lovlogy and Geography 


116. Sponges and Starfishes. 119. The Nautilus. 
117. Corals and Coral Islands. 120. Crabs and Lobsters. 
118. The Oyster. 


Sprina or 1891 


Course A on Geography, and B on Economic Botany and 
Economic Geology 


121A. Northern and Central 126B. Granites and Sand- 


France—Paris. stones. 

122B. Broad-ieaved Trees. 127A. Central and° Southern 

123A. Southern France — The Italy — Rome and 
Pyrenees. Naples. 

124B. Coniferous Trees and 128B. Limestones and Mar- 
Palms. bles. 

125A. Northern Italy—Veniee 129A. Tunis and Algeria. 
and Florence. 130B. Coal and Petroleum. 


Autumn or 1891 
Course A on Geography, and B on Zoblogy 


131A. Lower Egypt. 138B. Food Fishes from 
132B. Butterflies and Moths. Fresh Waters. 

133A. Upper Egypt. 189A. Greece—Athens. 
134B. Beetles, Bees and Ants. 140B. Food Fishes from the 
135A. Palestine—Jerusalem. Sea. 


136B. Flies and Grasshoppers. 
187A. Northern Syria—Damas- 
cus. 


~~ 
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Sprine or 1892 
Course A on Geography, and B on Zoblogy 
141A. Turkey—Constantinople. 147A. Southern Norway. 


142B. Reptiles. ' 148B. Birds of Europe and 
143A. The Alps. Asia. 
1448. Birds of North America. 149A. Northern Norway. 
145A. The Rhine. 150B. Birds of Africa, India 
146B. Birds of South America. and Australia. 
Sprinc or 1893 
151. Morocco—Tangier. 157. Central Spain—Madrid. 
152. Mammals of North Ameri- 158. Mammals of Africa. 
ca. 159. Southern Spain—The A1]- 
153. Northern Spain—Burgos. hambra. 
154. Mammals of South Ameri- 160. Mammals of India and 
ca. Australia. 


155. Portugal—Lisbon. 
156. Mammals of Europe and 
Northern Asia. 


AvTUMN oF 1893 
(Note.—At this date the audience had increased so that each 
lecture was repeated on the alternate Saturdays.) 
16i. World’s Fairs, from London, 1851, to Paris, 1889. 
The Columbian Exposition 
162, Its Organization and Administration. 
Useful Minerals and Foods 
163. Department of Mines and 165. Department of Agricul- 
Mining—Ivon, Copper ture — Wheat, Rice 
and Salt. and Indian Corn. 
164. Department of Mines and 
Mining—Silver, Gold 
and Diamonds. 
Spring or 1894 
(Continued from Autumn Course of 1893) 
166. Horticultural and Foreign Buildings. 
Tea, Coffee and Sugar 
167. Machinery, Electricity and 169. The Midway Plaisance, 


Manufactures’ Build- American Archaeology. 
ings. 170. Races and Foreign Build- 
168. Woman’s, Government and ings at Paris Fair of 


Art Buildings. 1889. 


eee, 


172. 
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Avurumn or 1894 
Southern Ireland — The 173. Scotland—The Highlands. 


Lakes of Killarney. 174. Scotland — The —_ Low- 
Northern Ireland—Giant’s lands. 
Causeway. 175. Wales. 


Spring or 1895 
(Continued from Autumn Course of 1894) 
Geography and Zoilogy. On alternate Saturdays 


. Northern England— The 178. Southern Hngland—Lon- 


Lakes and Stratford-on- don. 
Avon. 


. English Universities and 


Cathedrals. 
Human Anatomy and Physiology 


On Successive Saturdays 


79. The Skeleton and Muscles. 181. Digestion and Respira- 
180. The Arteries and Veins. tion. 


184. 


185. 


182. The Nervous System. 


Turrp CoursE—AvtTUMN oF 1895 


. The Atmosphere. 186. Central New York and 
Manhattan Island and the the Erie Canal. 
Highlands of the Hud- 187. Niagara Falls. 
son. 
The Catskills and the Adi- 
rondacks, 


From 1884 to 1895 inclusive there were furnished, in accord- 
ance with provisions of chapter 6, Laws of 1893, and similar pre- 
vious statutes, to the State Normal Schools, conductors of teach- 
ers’ institutes, and to the office of the Department at Albany, 33,- 
053 slides, as follows: 


Slides 
,885.—Furnished to the normal schools ,additional appa- 
geological specimens, books, a lantern outfit, and 

SSA USN ITU (CR ai acs tRNA IRA ae ry POPC ac Ca mae 3,069 


1885.—Furnished to the tormal schvols, additional appa- 


ratus, books and 3,685 slides, and to each of 160 
departments of the public schools of New York 
city a cabinet of specimens and Cassell’s Natural 
ETT OUTON SRS amet Vo cen art tame ae Reena ane 3,685 


~ 
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1886.—F urnished to the normal schools a pair of steel cy]- 
inders for gas, also other apparatus, books, slide 
boxes: and)3,060' slides. .vo. vet eee eee 

1887.—Furnished to the normal schools and to the office 
of the Department at Albany, 293 slides each; in 
all; 3 5LGsslidesiay th. aera eee ee ee 

1888.—Furnished to the normal schools, and to the office 
of the Department at Albany, 111 slides each, in 
all, 1,832 slides; also to the normal schools a col- 
lection of skins of North American birds num- 
bering 64 species. Furnished to the normal 
schools and the common schools of New York 
city 125 sets of glass tubes filled with speci- 
mens to illustrate the lectures on Food 
and* with each series the volume on 
Foods prepared by the South Kensington Mu- 
seum; also to each of the conductors of teachers’ 
institutes a complete lantern outfit and 75 slides, 
inal: 300slides 314 0 xedas eee es ee ee 

{889.—Furnished to the normal schools, with excep- 
tion of that at Piattsburgh, and to the office of 
the Department at Albany, 429 slides each; in all, 
5,577 slides; and to the new normal school at 
Plattsburgh 318 slides; also to each of the con- 
ductors of teachers’ institutes 75 slides; inall,375 
BIIGGB\ 1 voce « Sa. oon ean eee Re 

1890.—Furnished to the normal schools and to the office of 
the Department at Albany 250 slides each ; in 
all, 3,500 slides; and to each of the conductors of 


teachers’ institutes 60 slides, one-half of which - 


were-colored | in°alls24(): slidea: fe 7a. ae ene 
1891 and 1892.—Furnished to the normal schools and to 
the office of the Department at Albany, 139 slides 
each, 46 of which were colored; in all, 1,946 
BIIGES. neu encer: 8 Gis" vow NS Suk Selig BERR te eee ee 
18938.—Furnished to the normal schools a complete appa- 
ratus for making oxygen gas, and the necessary 
pump for compressing the gases into the steel 
cylinders; also to each of the normal schools and 
to the office of {he Department at Albany 131 
slides, 44 of which were colored, in all, 1,834 
slides; and to each of the conductors of teachers’ 
institutes 72 slides, 36 of which were colored, in 
all, 360 slides 


OOO (81888 OE 0:6 (0-6: Bie 0. 0 (6 le, ©1466) OLN Otel eS Br enells. 


Slides 


3,060 


3,516 


1,632 


6,270 


3,740 


1,946 


American Museum or Narurar History 393 


Slides 


62 of which were colored; in all, 720 slides: ..... 1,008 


Pola Bea te Fee 7. oe 53,053 


Under the provisions of the new law, chapter 362, Laws of 1895, 
the superintendents of schools in each of the cities and villages 
entitled to same, have been furnished with a complete lantern 
outfit, and up to this date, with 72 slides; in all, 4,896 slides. 

The slides of the five lectures on Human Anatomy and Physi- 
ology, supplied to the normal schools eleven years ago, when this 
system of visual instruction first began, having become inferior 
to our present standard of illustrations, we have had new ones 
prepared to replace those made and distributed in 1884. These 
will be sent out during the coming year. 


Respectfully submitted, 
ALBERT S. BICKMORE, 
Professor in charge of the Department of Public Instruction in 
the American Museum of Natural History, Central Park. 


New York, December 16, 1895. 
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EXHIBIT No. 6 


SCHOOL COMMISSIONERS 


Names anp Post orrick AppREssEs. 

Scuoot Comausstoner Districts. 

Department Orecunar. 

Written Reports. 

TazsuLatsep List or Scnoot Disrricrs wuich HAVE FAILED TO 
CompLy wirh THE Law in Rererence to “Hearty Anp 
Decency.” 

List or SuPERINTENDENTS AND Princrpats or GRADED ScHooLs 


oF Two or Morr DEPARTMENTS. 


SCHOOL COMMISSIONERS 


List or Scuoot Commissioners IN THE STatrE oF New York FoR 


THE TERM oF THREE YEARS, ENDING DECEMBER 31, 


1896, wire Post Orrick ADDRESSES 


(REVISED TO JANUARY i, 1896) 


£ 
5) 
COUNTIES i Names Post offices 
a2 
3) 
LOVE NB crtes ope sete sce eas 1 | Garrett P. Van Wie.............. Wemple. 

2 | George R. De Silva............... Preston Hollow. 

S|) se AMOS chop Main Je Aa Seen cee Guilderland. 
220 GYSNTN eden yf ae 1 | Frank H. Bluestone .............. Canaseraga. 

2a Stephene ollards eee bemmen esc. Belmont. 
BrODING oes ees oe 1 | aMrs. Mary L. Kniskern......... Deposit. 

2 | ErwineBs Whitney osc 9-25...>- =< Chenango Forks. 
Cahtaranpus .cs-<-222..22-+- Li atrank HecChapin cen sess cece «2 Hinsdale. 

2 | Miss Martha Van Rensselaer....| Randolph. 

WAV Uaioe Se eee Se 1 | *George A. Cooper. ---- READ Aree Martville. 

Dil NOIMOnES pAGAMBonss sass sone cc Fleming. 
Chautauqua <2. .425000. 0.0. Beir Clyde:Cills Seeesa ne eee Clymer. 

2 | *Winfield A. Holcomb.......... Fredonia. 

Sul dames) Rie Wao g's. cect sss aces o Frewsburg. 
heme ro 2.o5- ot cna aaa} .d One LD WSanitheeseece Horseheads. 
henan gor. 2) 52 1 | *Dennis Thompson Stanbro. 

. 2 | *Charles Clinton. ....- Smithville Flats. 
Chin Lone sesso eo ot AGH Sethe S.cAllonwes = wha soe, oe Peru. 

Dae Tedsle yDuiity eee eee ene eae Mooers. 

(OG ETN Capes ae a ee re Ie SOHNE = SOObbsetee ates ccs West Copake, 

2 | John D. Mickle. -....... Chatham. 
CESTULG 7 ee eee eee Sea 1 | Nathan L. Miller Cortland. 

2 | tHenry I. Van Hoesen... Truxton 
Malan ALOmet ee ie oes oy 1 |) Hrank LD. Ostrander®j-2.5. 20.5.2. Masonville. 

2uilkeeue eA daineaes Speke Secs he wid ores Davenport. 
HY CCHORN fonch, eat soe ae ns Te Lakers aW san DS sones tones ences Glenham. 

2 | Luther L. Stillman ...-... Red Hook. 
PBA Omen weeks 2c oes = ne oe 1 | *Irving D. Eckerson.- Akron. 

2 | James F. Ryther ..... ...| West Seneca. 

3 | Charles W. DTicknor............-- Springville. 
LUE OS a Se Bee eee Li Pranic Bo Wickes jc o0ee -2 5 <</s Elizabethtown. 

2) | *Charles Hi. Wilson=..-2-2s<<0. +. Schroon Lake. 
NENTS Rees Ae See 1 | *Martin H. MeClary...2.---<-s<0. alone. 

2} Willard Fe Hovd6yessss-.22— om 2 - North Bangor: 
JOULES Aa eae soca) | WALLIS Me GOS 2 cece oe cic Johnstown. 
CeneseG ieee. ote ase Se) MAN AV IEE its fam ot a ge hee ee Batavia. 

GEHON Geen o2 aue ieee gates ae 1 | Charles. “Dhomas,2s.-c2-- 5-55... Haines Falls. 

22| Hiram Bogarduss:..6.95.5.-40 122 Coxsackie. 
Hamilton == <==). <.-<0---sscer =e-|| pG@eorge A. MoCoy-- 25 22---) <<, Lake Pleasant. 
Herkimer _..c0sesassae--55- | Owen'S, Williame:.5-.-2..2-2--.-. Cold Brook. 

24 |) Bier DwMlwoodse cs case. « seee-ac lion. 

OHOES OMS esos sange eee ase 1 | b Ernest N. McKinley .-...-....-. Tremaine’s Corners. 

2.) *da Krank La Rue. .s225.se<5-.0-2% Carthage. 

3 | R. Sheridan Clark----..........-- Three Mile Bay. 
LOT) Se Se Sa  eeee .--| *Frederick C. De Mund Bensonhurst. 
HO WAB acrot eh coke wot en onc. 3 | Charles Ppriillevas cc 22/0 ser. Port Leyden. 

2 | Lewis A. Twining.........- Lowville. 

AWAD PBLON Gsm cnc ane e <=. - == 1 | *James D. Sullivan Livonia. 

2 | Samuel L. Whitlock Springwater. 
Mig@isOn cs sevem's'<l-- = 55 22=-= 5 LL eReltine Ce) Nrancis.ccsoncaccs.c ce Morrisville. 

2 | Lincoln A. Parkhurst............. Canastota. 
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List or ScHooLt Commisstonrrs—( Continued) 


CouNTIES 


INOULOO).. cer esee ames one 


Montgomery 
Niagara 


Oneida 


Putnam 
Queens 


Rensselaer. .---22- 5... 4-2---- 


Richmond - 
ech lend 


Saratoga 


Schenectady. 4..22-,450--0--- Beate 
Schoharie 


Warren 


NEONH:) WE NMHWNHRwReDe: De | Districts 


Li el Sd el 


-| *James E. Towner 


.| Jabez L. Burk 


Hiram C. Case 
Charles Rivenburg 
*Willard M. Clark 
Elbert O. Smith 
‘Arthur W. Wiltsie 
*Hanford L. Stanton . 
*Ferdinaud E. Smith 
Charles H. Parshall 
Ulysses G. Welch 


Francis R. Clair 
James 8. Cooley 
Byron F. Clark 
*Lewis N.S. Miller 
Mrs. Julia K. West 
George A. Blauvelt 
George G. Royce 
*Charles S. Plank 


*George H. West 
CJObDULS Rigsicsweeeese sae eee 
Jobn H. Veeder 


tFrancis S. Godfrey 
Edwin C. Smith 
dCharles J. Starner 
Charles Munlatt< $7. 22-.co- aon 
*Charles H. Howell 


*John: 2. Dwitchell 22.5 2e2 oc se se 
Monroe Hin Wright < --.~.c.uenn ee 
e Oscar Granger. Sie cuutee Sem eaes 
*Charles Van Marter:........-...| 


William H. Dennis .......- 
Miss Myra L. Ingalsbe..-. 
Samuel Cosad 


Walter So aierton cose. see e cee 
Farrington M. Thompson 
*Timothy C. Adams 
Merritt B. Hale 
*Frank W. 


Names Post offices 
A aWorth Palmer ia e.qsscsaeeese Fairport. 
*Chauncey Brainard......--...--. Spencerport. 
*Jobn H. Weinmann.......--.---. Fonda. 
*ATCHC. SCoby:-ssscscectece tee North Tonawanda. 
TRobertiG7 Woods eer. esa. oan se Lockport. 
Miss Cora A. Davis....--..------- W bitesboro. 
Frederick P. Piercé... -.------- = Bridgewater. 
Selden L. Harding.... ...- ---.-. Camden. 
*James McCullough.....-....-... Remsen. 
Matthew G. Frawley Baldwinsville. 
Alfred 3. Presley <.-s'- sss ci ei SkKaneateles. 
Newton F. Benedict.......-.....- Fabius. 
*e/Grand)ib.-Mors6J--- 2-6-2 -- Victor. 


Allens Hill. 
Ceutral Valley. 
Middletown. 
Kendall. 
Hanpibal. 
Central Square. 
Sandy Creek. 
Cooperstown. 
Oneonta, 
Brewster. 
College Point. 
Glen Cove. 
Hoosick Falls. 
East Schodack. 
New Brighton. 
Monsey. 
Gouverneur. 
Waddington. 
Norwood. 
Galway. 
Corinth. 

South Schenectady. 
Middleburgh. 
Cobleskill. 
Sugar Hill. 
Waterloo. 
Hammondsport. 
Lindley. 
Troupsburgh. 
Riverhead. 
Bay Shore. 
Barryville. 
Livingston Manor. 
Tioga Centre. 
Newfield. 
Freeville. 
Kingston. 

Port Ewen, 
West Shokan. 
Glens Falls. 
Greenwich. 


u | Hartford. 


Wolcott. 
Ontario. 

Mount Vernon. 
White Plains. 
Bedford Station. 
| Warsaw. 

Bliss. 

Gage. 


* Re-elected. 


+ Has had previous experience. 


Appointed i in place of John W. Kniskern, deceased. 
W. Maxson, resigned. 


4c 
ia} 


i 
a 


(f) Elected November, 1895. 


A. Edson Hall, resigned. 
Howard B. Harrison, resigned. 
Leon O. Wiswell. 


(g Appointed in place of Edward C, Douglas, resigned. 


Commissiongsr Disrriots 399 


2. SCHOOL COMMISSIONER DISTRICTS IN THE STATE OF 
NEW YORK, JANUARY 1, 1896 


= ace districts as organized in the different counties on the Ist day of January, 1896, are as 
‘ollows: 


ALBANY COUNTY: 


First District.—Towns of Bethlehem, Coeymans, New Scotland. 
Second District—Towns of Berne, Rensselaerville, Westerlo. 
Third District.—Towns of Colonie, Guilderland, Knox, Watervliet. 
The city of Albany is organized under a special school act. 

The city of Cohoes is organized under a special school act. 


ALLEGANY COUNTY: 


First District.—Towns of Allen, Almond, Angelica, Belfast, Birdsall. Burns, Caneadea, 
Centerville, Granger, Grove. Hume, New Hudson, Rushford, West Almond. 

Second District—Towns of Alfred, Alma, Amity, Andover, Bolivar Clarksville, Cuba 
Friendship, Genesee, Indepen tence, Scio, Ward, Wellsville, Willing, Wirt. 


f 


BROOME COUNTY: 


oe ae ee of Chenango, Colesville, Conklin, Fenton, Kirkwood, Stanford, 

indasor. 

Second District—Towns of Barker, Binghamton, Dickinson, Lisle, Maine, Nanticoke, 
Triangle, Union, Vestal. 


The city of Binghamten is organized under a special school act. 


CATTARAUGUS COUNTY: 


First District.—Towns of Allegany, Ashford, Ellicottville, Farmersville, Franklinville, 
Freedom, Hinsdale, Humphrey, Ischua, Lynden, Machias, Olean, Portville, Yorkshire. 
Second District —Towns of Carrollton, Coldspring, Conewango, Dayton, East Otto, Elko, 
Great Valley. Leon, Little Valley, Mansfield Napoli, New Albion, Otto, Perrysburgh, 

Persia, Randolph, Red House, Salamanca, South Valley. 


CAYUGA COUNTY: 


First District.—Towns of Brutus, Cato, Conquest, Ira, Mentz, Montezuma, Sennett, Ster- 
ling Throop, Victory. ‘Hed 

Second District.- Towns of Aurelius, Fleming, Genoa. Ledyard, Locke, Moravia, Niles, 
Owasco, Scipio, Sempronius, Springport, Summer Hill, Venice, 

The city of Auburn is organized under a special school act. 


CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY: 


First District.—Towns of Busti, Chautauqua, Clymer, French Creek, Harmony, Mina, 
Sherman. 

Second District—Towns of Arkwright, Hanover, Pomfret, Portland, Ripley, Sheridan, 
Villenova, Westfield. ‘ 

Third District.—Towns of Carroll, Charlotte, Cherry Creek, Ellery, Ellicott, Ellington, 
Gerry, Kiantone, Poland, Stockton. 

The city of Dunkirk is organized under a special school act. 

The city of Jamestown is organized under a special school act. 


CHEMUNG COUNTY: 
Comprises a single district, excluding Elmira—Ashland, Baldwin, Big Flats, Catlin, Che- 
mung, Elmira, Erin, Horseheads, Southport, Van Etten, Veteran. 
The city of Elmira is organized under a special school act. 


CHENANGO COUNTY: 


First District —Towns of Columbus, Lincklaen, New Berlin, North Norwich, Norwich, 
Otselic, Pharsalia, Pitcher, Plymouth, Sherburne, Smyrna. 7, 
Second District.—Towns ot Afton, Bainbridge, Coventry, Greene, German, Guilford 

McDonough, Oxford, Preston, Smithville. 


~ 


400 Department oF Pusuic Instruction 


CLINTON COUNTY: 


First District.—Towns of Ausable, Black Brook, ‘Dannemora, Peru, Plattsburgh, Saranac, 
Schuyler Falls. : . 

Second District.—Towns of Altona, Beekmantown, Champlain, Chazy, Clinton, Ellenburgh, 
Mooers. 


COLUMBIA COUNTY: 


First District.—Towns of Ancram, Claverack, Clermont, Copake, Gallatin, Germantown 
Greenport, Livingston, Taghkanic. 

Second District.—Towns of Austerlitz, Canaan, Chatham, Ghent, Hillsdale, Kinderhook, 
New Lebanon, Stockport, Stuyvesant. 


The city of Hudson is organized under a special school act. 


CORTLAND COUNTY: 


First District—Towns of Cincinnatus, Cortlandville, Freetown, Harford, Lapeer, Mara- 
thon, Virgil, Willett. 
Second District.—Towns of Cuyler, Homer, Preble, Scott, Solon, Taylor, Truxton. 


DELAWARE COUNTY: 


First District.—Towns of Colchester, Deposit, Franklin, Hamden, Hancock, Masonville, 
Sidney, Tompkins, Walton. 

Second District—Towns of Andes, Bovina, Davenport, Delhi, Harpersfield, Kortright, 
Meredith, Middletown, Roxbury, Stamford. 


DUTCHESS COUNTY: 


First District.—Towns of Amenia, Beekman, Dover, East Fishkill, Fishkill, LaGrange, 
Northeast, Pawling, Pine Plains, Stanford, Union Vale, Wappinger, Washington. 

Second District. Towns of Clinton, Hyde Park, Milan, Pleasant Valley, Poughkeepsie 
Red Hook, Rhinebeck. 


The city of Poughkeepsie is organized under a special school act. 


ERIE COUNTY: 


First District—Towns of Alden, Amherst, Cheektowaga, Clarence, Grand Island, Lan- 
caster, Newstead, Tonawanda. 

Second District.—Towns, of Aurora, East Hamburgh, Eden, Elma, Evans, Hamburgh, 
Marilla, Wales, West Seneca. 

aes District.—Towns of Boston, Brant, Colden, Concord, Collins, Holland, North Collins, 
Sardinia. 

The city of Buffalo is organized under a special school act. 


ESSEX COUNTY: 


First District—Towns of Chesterfield, Elizabethtown, Essex, Jay, Keene, Lewis, North 
Elba, St. Armand, Willsborough, Wilmington. 

Second District.—Towns of Crown Point, Minerva, Moriah, Newcomb, North Hudson, 
Schroon, Ticonderoga, Westport. 


FRANKLIN COUNTY: 


First District—Towns of Belmont, Brighton, Burke, Chateaugay, Duane, Franklin, 
Harrietstown, Malone. 


Second District.—Towns of Altamont, Bangor, Bombay, Brandon, Constable, Dickinson, 
Fort Covington, Moira, Santa Clara, Waverly, Westville. 


FULTON COUNTY: 


Comprises a single district, excluding cities of Gloversville and Johnstown—Bleecker, 
Broadalbin, Caroga, Ephratah, Mayfield, Northampton, Oppenheim, Perth, Stratford. 


The city of Gloversville is organized under a special school act. 
The city of Johnstown is organized under a special school act. 


GENESEE COUNTY: 


Comprises a single district—Alabama, Alexander, Batavia, Bergen, Bethany, Byron, 
Darien, Elba, LeRoy, Oakfield, Pavilion, Pembroke, Stafford. 


GREENE COUNTY: 
First District.—Towns of Athens, Cairo, Catskill, Halcott, Hunter, Jewett, Lexington. 


Second District.—Towns of Ashland, Coxsackie, Durham, Greenville, New Baltimore, 
Prattsville, Windham. 


HAMILTON COUNTY: 


Comprises a single district—Arietta, Benson, Hope, Indian Lake, Lake P] 
Lake, Morehouse, Wells. o 7m 7 Seger a te aaa 
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HERKIMER COUNTY: 
First. District.—Towns of Fairfield, Herkimer, Little Falls, Manheim, Newport, Norway, 
Ohio, Russia, Salisbury, Wilmurt. 


Second District—Towns of Columbia, Danube, Frankfort, German Flats, Litchfield, 
Schuyler, Stark, Warren, Winfield. 


JEFFERSON COUNTY: 
First District.—Towns of Adams, Ellisburgh, Le Ray, Lorraine, Pamelia, Rodman, Water- 
town, Worth. , 


Second District—Towns of Alexandria, Antwerp, Champion, Philadelphia, Rutland, 
Theresa, Wilna. 


Third District—Towns of Brownville, Cape Vincent, Clayton, Henderson, Hounsfield, 
Lyme, Orleans. 


The city of Watertown is organized under a special school act. 


KINGS COUNTY: 


The city of Brooklyn is organized under a special school act. 


LEWIS COUNTY: 


First District.—Towns of Greig, High Market, Lewis, Leyden, Lyonsdale, Martinsburgh, 
Osceola, Turin, West Turin. 


Second District.—Towns of Croghan, Denmark, Diana, Harrisburgh, Lowville, Montague, 
New Bremen, Pinckney, Watson. 


LIVINGSTON COUNTY: 


First District.—Towns of Avon, Caledonia, Conesus, Geneseo, Groveland, Leicester, Lima, 
Livonia, York. 


Second District—Towns of Mount Morris, North Dansville, Nunda, Ossian, Portage, 
Sparta, Springwater, West Sparta. 


MADISON COUNTY: 
First District—Towns of Brookfield, De Ruyter, Eaton, Georgetown, Hamilton, Lebanon, 


Madison, Nelson. 
Second District —Towns of Cazenovia, Fenner, Lenox, Smithfield, Stockbridge, Sullivan. 


MONROE COUNTY: 
First District.—Towns of Brighton, Henrietta, Irondequoit, Mendon, Penfield, Perrinton, 
Pittsford, Rush, Webster. 2 
Second District.—Towns of Clarkson, Chili, Gates, Greece, Hamlin, Ogden, Parma, Riga, 
Sweden, Wheatland. 
The city of Rochester is organized under a special school act. 


MONTGOMERY COUNTY: 


Comprises a single district.—Amsterdam, Canajoharie, Charlestown, Florida, Glen, Minden, 
Mohawk, Palatine, Root, St. Johnsville. 
The city of Amsterdam is organized under a special school act. 


NEW YORK COUNTY: 
New York city is organized under a special school act. 


NIAGARA COUNTY: 


First District.—Towns of Cambria, Lockport, Pendleton, Royalton, Wheatfield. 

Second District.—Towns of Hartland, Lewiston, Newfane, Niagara, Porter, Somerset, 
Wilson. 

The city of Lockport is organized under a special school act. 

The city of Niagara Falls is organized under a special school act. 


ONEIDA COUNTY: 


i istrict.— ns of Deerfield, Floyd, Marey, New Hartford, Whitestown. 

ened pa mae A a of Augusta, Badgewaten, Kirkland, Marshall, Paris, Sangerfield, 
Vernon, Westmoreland. i 

Third Dvrstrict—Towns of Camden, Florence, Rome, Verona, Vienna. 

Fourth District.—Towns of Annsville, Ava, Boonville, Forestport, Lee, Remsen, Steuben, 
Trenton, Western. 

The city of Utica is organized under a special school act. 

The city of Rome is organized under a special school act. 
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ONONDAGA COUNTY: 


First District —Towns of Camillus, Clay, Elbridge, Lysander, Salina, Van Buren. 

Second District.—Towns of Geddes, Marcellus, Onondaga, Otisco, Skaneateles, Spafford, 
Tully. : 

Third District.—Towns of Cicero, DeWitt, Fabius, Lafayette, Manlius, Pompey. 

The city of Syracuse is organized under a special school act. 


INTARIO COUNTY: 


First District.—Yowns of Farmington, Geneva, Gorham, Hopewell, Manchester, Phelps, 


Seneca. 
Second District.—Towns of Bristol, Canadice, Canandaigua, East Bloomfield, Naples, 
Richmond, South Bristol, Victor, West Bloomfield. 


ORANGE COUNTY: 


First District—Towns of Blooming Grove, Cornwall, Highlands, Monroe, Montgomery, 
Newburgh, New Windsor, Tuxedo, Woodbury. 

Second District.—TYowns of Chester, Crawford, Deerpark, Goshen, Greenville, Hampton- 
burgh, Minisink, Mount Hope, Wallkill, Warwick, Wawayanda. 


The city of Newburgh is organized under a special school act 
The city of Middletown is organized under a special school act. 


ORLEANS COUNTY: 


Comprises a single district.—Albion, Barre, Carlton, Clarendon, Gaines, Kendall, Murray 
Ridgeway, Shelby, Yates. 


OSWEGO COUNTY: 


First District.—Towns of Granby, Hannibal, New Haven, Oswego, Scriba, Volney. 

Second District —Towns of Amboy, Constantia, Hastings, Palermo, Parish, Schroeppel, 
West Monroe. 

Third District.—Towns of Albion, Boylston, Mexico, Orwell, Redfield, Richland, Sandy, 
Creek, Wilhamstown. 


The city of Oswego is organized under a special school act. 


OTSEGO COUNTY: 


First District.—Towns of Cherry Valley, Decatur, Exeter, Maryland, Middlefield, Otsego, 
Plainfield, Richfield, Roseboom, Springtield, Westford, Worcester. 

Second District.—TYowns of Burlington, Butternuts, Edmeston, Hartwick, Laurens Milford, 
Morris, New Lisbon, Oneonta, Otego, Pittsfield, Unadilla. 


PUTNAM COUNTY: 
Saree gue a single district.—Carmel, Kent, Patterson, Phiilipstown, Putnam Valley, South 
Hast. 
QUEENS COUNTY: 


First District.—Towns of Flushing, Newtown, North Hempstead. 
Second District.—Towns of Hempstead, Jamaica, Oyster Bay. 


The city of Long Island City is organized under a special school act. 


RENSSELAER COUNTY: 


First District—Towns of Brunswick, Gratton, Hoosick, Lansingburgh, Petersburgh, Pitts- 
town, Schaghticoke. 

Second District.—Towns of Berlin, East Greenbush, Greenbush, Nassau, North Greenbush, 
Poestenkill, Sand Lake, Schodack, Stephentown. 


The city of Troy is organized under a special school act. 


RICHMOND COUNTY: 
Comprises a single district.—Castleton, Middletown, Northfield, Southfield, Westfield. 


ROCKLAND COUNTY: 
Comprises a single district.—Clarkstown, Haverstraw, Orangetown, Ramapo, Stony Point. 


ST. LAWRENCE COUNTY: 


First District—Towns of DeKalb, DePeyster, Fine, Fowler, Gouverneur, Hammond 
Macomb, Morristown, Oswegatchie, Pitcairn, Rossie. : 
Second District—Towus of Canton, Clare, Clifton, Colton, Edwards, Hermon, Lisbon 
Madrid, Norfolk, Pierrepont, Russell, Waddington. : 
Third District.—Towns of Brasher, Hopkinson, Lawrence, Louisville, Massena, Parishville 
Potsdam, Stockholm. : 


The city of Ogdensburg is organized under a special school act. 
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SARATOGA COUNTY : 


First District—Towns of Ballston, Charlton, Clifton Park, Galway, Half Moon, Malta, 
Milton, Providence, Stillwater, Waterford. 


Second District.—Towns of Corinth, Day, Edinburgh, Greenfield, Hadley, Moreau, North- 
umberland, Saratoga, Saratoga Springs, Wilton. 
SCHENECTADY COUNTY: 


Comprises a single district excluding city of Schenectady.—Duanesburgh, Glenville, Nis- 
Kayuna, Princetown, Rotterdam. 


The city of Schenectady is organized under a special school act. 
SCHOHARIE COUNTY: 
Furst District —Towns of Broome, Blenheim, Conesville, Esperance, Gilboa, Middleburgh, 


Schoharie, Wright. 


Second District.—Towns of Carlisle, Cobleskill, Fulton, Jefferson, Richmondville, Seward, 
Sharon, Su nmit. 


SCHUYLER COUNTY: 


SE ai a single district.—Catharine, Cayuta, Dix, Hector, Montour, Orange, Reading, 
yrone. 


SENECA COUNTY: 


Comprises a single district.—Covert, Fayette, Junius, Lodi, Ovid, Romulus, Seneca Falls, 
Tyre, Varick, Waterlvo. 


STEUBEN COUNTY: 


First District,—Avoca, Bath, Bradford, Campbell, Cobocton, Prattsburg, Pulteney, 
Urbana, Wayland, Wayne, Wheeler. 

Second District.—Addison, Cameron, Caton, Corning, Erwin, Hornby, Lindley, Rathbone, 
‘Thurston, Tusearora, Woodhull. 

Third District.—Canisteo, Dansville, Fremont, Greenwood, Uartsville, Hornellsville, 
Howard, Jasper, Troupsburgh, West Union. 


The city of Hornellsville is organized under a special school act. 


SUFFOLK COUNTY: 


First District.—Towns of Easthampton, Riverhead, Southampton, Southold, Shelter 
Tslaud. 


Second District.—Towns of Babylon, Brookhaven, Huntington, Islip, Smithtown. 


SULLIVAN COUNTY: 


First District.—Towns of Kethel, Cohocton, Delaware, Forestburgh, Highland, Lumber- 
land, Mamakating, Thompson, Tusten. 
Second District,—Yowns of Callicoon, Fallsburgh, Fremont, Liberty, Neversink, Rockland. 


TIOGA COUNTY: 


Comprises a single district. —Barton, Berkshire, Candor, Newark Valley, Nichols, Owego, 
Richford, Spencer, Tioga. 


TOMPKINS COUNTY : 


First District.—Towns of Danby, Enfield, Ithaca. Newfield, Ulysses. 
Second District—Towns of Caroline, Dryden, Groton, Lansing. 


The city of Ithaca is organized under a special school act. 


ULSTER COUNTY : 


First District.—Towns vf Hurley, Kingston, Kingston City, Saugerties, Ulster. 

Second District —Towus of Esopus, Garduer, Lloye, Marbletown, Marlborough, New Paltz, 
Plattekill, Rosendale, Shawangunk 

Third District —Towns of Denning, Hardenburgh, Olive, Rochester, Shandaken, Wawar- 
sing, Woodstock. 


WARREN COUNTY: 


Comprises a single district.—Bolton, Caldwell, Chester, Hague, Horicon, Johnsburgh, 
Luzerne, Queensbury, Stony Creek, Thurman, Warrensburgh. 


WASHINGTON COUNTY : 


First District.—Towns of Argyle, Cambridge, Easton, Fort Edward, Greenwich, Jackson, 
Salem, White Creek. : 

Second District.—Towns of Dresden, Fort Aun, Granville, Hampton, Hartford, Hebron, 
Kingsbury, Putnam, Whiteball. 
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WAYNE COUNTY: 


First District.—Towns of Butler, Galen, Huron, Lyons, Rose, Savannah, Sodus, Wolcott. 
Second District.—Towns of Arcadia, Macedon, Marion, Ontario, Palmyra, Walworth, 
Williamson. 


WESTCHESTER COUNTY : 


ey District.—Towns of East Chester, Mamaroneck, New Rochelle, Pelham, Rye, Scars- 

dale. 

Second District.—Towns of Greenburgh, Harrison, Mount Pleasant, North Castle, Ossining, 
White Plains. 

Third District—Towns of Bedford, Cortlandt, Lewisboro, New Castile, North Salem, 
Poundridge, Somers, Yorktown. 

The city of Yonkers is organized under a special school act. 

The city of Mt. Vernon is organized under a special school act. 


WYOMING COUNTY : 


First District—Towns of Attica, Bennington, Covington, Middlebury, Orangeville, Perry, 
Sheldon, Warsaw. 

Second District —Towns of Arcade, Castile, Eagle, Genesee Falls, Gainesville, Java. Pike, 
Wethersfield. 


YATES COUNTY: 


Comprises a single District —Barrington, Benton, Italy, Jerusalem, Middlesex, Milo, Potter, 
Starkey, Torrey. 
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3. DEPARTMENT CIRCULAR 


COMMISSIONERS’ WRITTEN REPORTS, 1895 


STATE OF NEW YORK 


SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE 


DEPARTMENT OF PusLic INSTRUCTION | 
ALBANY, August 1st, 1895 | 


School Commissioner 


Sir.—You will please transmit to this Department, on or be- 

fore September 15 next your written report concerning the gen- 

_eral condition of the schools under your charge, touching briefly 
upon such matters as you may desire to bring to my attention. 

This report should cover the period between August 1, 1894, 
and July 31, 1895, as it is the desire of this Department to have 
all reports cover the school year. 

Your report should be comprised within four pages of legal 
cap paper, and in its preparation the following suggestions should 
be observed: 

1. Write only on one side of the sheet. 

2. Begin first sheet as indicated on blank A inclosed. 

3. Consult forty-first annual report for the general form of 
written report.. Formal introductions and conclusions may be 
omitted. 

4. Carefully revise your report, giving special attention to par- 
agraphing, punctuation, etc. 

5. Omit two lines between different topics. 

6. Do not include in body of your report any of the blanks in- 
closed except blank A. Reference may be made, however, in 
your report, to facts shown by the blanks as returned. 

7. Return the accompanying blanks properly filled out, with 
your written report. The following blanks are herewith en- 
closed: 

A. First page of report—General Statistics. 

B. List of school districts which have not complied with the 
law :n reference to “Health and Decency” by neglecting to keep 
outbuildings in “a clean and wholesome condition.” 

C. Uniform Examinations—Statistics for the year. 
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D. Uniform Examinations—List of First-Grade Certificates 
issued from August 1, 1894, to July 31, 1895. 

E. Uniform Examinations—List of First-Grade Certificates re- 
newed from August 1, 1894, to July 31, 1895. 

F. List of Superintendents and Principals of Union or Graded 
Schools. 

As commissioners’ reports must go to the printer by counties 
in alphabetical order, it is highly important that they should 
reach the Department promptly at the time indicated in order 
that the work may not be delayed. Publication cannot be guar- 
anteed any report which does not reach the Department at the 
time specified. Yours very respectfully, 


CHARLES R. SKINNER, 
State Superintendent. 
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4. WRITTEN REPORTS OF SCHOOL COMMISSIONERS 


ALBANY CO UNTY—Firstr District 


Garrerr P. Van Wir, School Commissioner 
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I take pleasure in reporting an improved condition in public 
education in this commissioner district over that of last year. 
This is due almost wholly to the increasing interest of teachers 
in their work and their manifest desire to advance the pupils un- 
der their charge. Since my last report was submitted there have 
been substantial improvements made in many of the school 
grounds and buildings and I happily report that trustees in this 
district are more willing than ever to make school property at- 
tractive and comfortable and withal to provide proper sanitary 
arrangements about the premises. 

The instruction in the line of patriotism has become pleasing 
work to the teachers and it is now a feature of the plan of study 
in all of our schools. This subject is one that should not be 
neglected, and now that we have a flag waving from every school- 
house in the State, the children who gather under its folds for 
instruction should not be deprived of a knowledge of the full 
meaning of that emblem and the sacrifices made to keep it float- 
ing to the breeze in this free country. 

The uniform examinations are more popular than ever among 
our teachers as it develops a greater desire on their part to win 
the honor for which all teachers should strive—a first-grade cer- 
tificate. 

The last institute was a very successful one. It was held at 
Voorheesville, May 27 to 31 last, and was in charge of Conductor 
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Henry R. Sanford, assisted by Mrs. B. Ellen Burke, Miss Flor- 
ence B. Himes and Prof. H. H. Southwick. There was a keen de- 
sire manifested among the teachers to take all the instruction 
possible and I can safely say that the work was of great benefit 
to the teachers. Prof. Sanford is a favorite here, and we hope 
to have him with us again this year. 

With a greater desire for the continued prosperity of our pub- 
lic schools—the defenses of popular government—l1 shall earnest. 
ly hope that the next year will find the district still further ad- 
vanced in the grand work of educating the young. 


ALBANY COUNTY—SeEconp District 


Gero. R. DrSiztva, School Commissioner 
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The schools of this district are in a prosperous condition, and 
with a few exceptions are steadily improving. Successful teach- 
ers are retained for longer periods than formerly, and many of 
them have arranged their work to correspond with the course of 
study as recommended by the Department, and examinations 
show better work than by former methods. 

The attendance has increased under the enforcement of the 
compulsory education act. Arbor Day was observed quite gen- 
erally; over a hundred trees were planted. The laws of health 
and sanitary regulations have received commendable attention. 

I have conducted seven uniform examinations with results as 
follows: There have been in attendance one hundred and twen- 
ty-six candidates, one of whom passed for first grade, thirty-five 
for second grade, and twenty-three for third grade certificates, 
while sixty-seven failed to obtain any certificate. 

The teachers’ institute conducted by Prof. Hayward and assist- 
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ants at Westerlo last May, was conceded by all to be one of the 
most successful and interesting institutes ever held in this dis- 
trict. The work presented was practical and of great value to 
the teachers. 


ALBANY COUNTY—Turep Drerrict 


James R. Mary, School Commissioner 
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The schools of this district are steadily improving. Compari- 
son of my report with the one of last year shows an increase of 
302 in the number of children attending school, and of the aggre- 
gate days attendance, 4,557. Doubtless the compulsory school 
act had much to do with increasing the attendance, still, but one 
or two arrests of parents have come to my knowledge, and there 
is great laxity in the enforcement of the law, and many children 
yet idle away their time in running the streets. Asa rule, the 
parents of such children are of an indolent and vicious character, 
and trustees hesitate about making arrests, or otherwise en- 
forcing the law through fear of injury to their person or prop- 
erty. It seems to me there should be an officer appointed in 
each school district, clothed with power to arrest truants or par- 
ents, and convey them before a magistrate to be dealt with ac- 
cording to law, and whose compensation should be paid the same 
as constables or other peace officers. 

We cannot too strongly impress upon the public the necessity 
of electing good and competent persons to the office of trustee, 
and those who have a direct interest in the school. Too often 
the office goes begging, and if perchance a stranger move in the 
district, he is at once chosen trustee, when he has perhaps very 
rittle or no knowledge of the immediate wants or needs of the 


school. 
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Again very many are chosen who think the only requirements 
or duty a trustee has to perform, is to purchase necessary fuel and 
employ a teacher at the very lowest wages possible, consequent- 
xy we often see an inexperienced teacher taking the place of one 
of a higher grade, or one who has performed excellent service for 
one, two or more years, and the result is a year lost to the pupils, 
and the finances expended or disbursed to the advantage of the 
teacher, and not in the interest or for the benefit of the pupils. 

By an act of the last Legislature the schools of West Troy (for- 
merly four districts), have been consolidated into one union free 
school district, employing upwards of thirty teachers, under the 
control or management of a board of eight commissioners, non- 
partisan in character, who were elecied at the last annual meet- 
ing in place of the former irustees. A superintendent at a salary 
of $1,500 a year has supervision over the schools, and while as 
yet there are no changes of note in the teaching force, it is con- 
fidently expected that betier results will obtain. 

We are pleased to mention that several school districts here- 
tofore without libraries have started during the past year with 
a. $20 library each, and expect to continue to add to them yearly. 
We invite others to go and do likewise, especially when the State 
is willing to contribute so liberally, and inasmuch as there is such 
a vast fund awaiting distribution. 

Our institute held at Altamont, May 6 to 10, inclusive, was one 
of the very best ever held in this commissioner district. Con- 
ductor Welland Hendrick was at his best during the entire week. 
Mrs. Burke also proved, as usual, very efficient in her primary 
work. 

Hon. Thomas E. Finegan addressed the teachers upon the 
subject of uniform examinations, giving valuable instruction. 
Principal H. H. Southwick was listened to with marked atten- 
tion, while President Milne of the Albany Normal College, who 
is always loaded with goed things, helped to make the last day as 
interesting as any. Conductor Hendrick and Professor A. C. 
Hill gave very interesting evening lectures. 

I have held seven examinations with 126 different persons in 
attendance; 53 passed for third grade certificates, 48 for second 
and one only for first grace; 36 failed to obtain certificates. 

T have recommended three young ladies to the normal schools. 
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ALLEGANY COUNTY—Firsr District 


F. H. Biuxzstonr, School Commissioner 
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The schools throughout this commissioner district are making 
marked progress in educational work. Three training classes 
have been in operation, aud have been the means of sending out a 
better class of teachers. 

Trustees are very anxious to secure these teachers, and they 
command better wages than other teachers of the same grades. 

The work of the teachers has been characterized by two essen- 
tial qualifications for success, viz.: earnestness and thoroughness. 

Three new schoolhouses have been erected and seven have been 
thoroughly repaired and reseated. 

The institute was conducted by I. H. Stout who was ably as- 
sisted by Miss Eggleston and Miss Himes. 

Their work was practical and fully met the demands of the 
teachers of this commissioner district. One hundred and seven- 
ty-six teachers were present and all seemed to be unanimous in 
declaring this the most profitable institute ever attended. 

No teacher could attend the session and not be able to do far 
better work in the school-room. 
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ALLEGANY COUNTY—Sgconp District 


SrepHen Portiarp, School Commissioner 
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The system of marking answer papers at the Department, 
which went into operation last year continues to work satisfac- 
‘torily and receives the hearty approval of teachers and trustees. 

I desire to repeat the suggestion made in my last annual report, 
that the term for which second-grade certificates are issued be 
extended to at least three years. The increased educational re- 
quirements and the impartiality with which the answer papers 
are marked make it unnecessary to put teachers to the trouble 
and expense of re-examination every two years. 

Three training classes were instructed in this commissioner 
district during the past year. The authorities of the schools in 
which these classes were organized have taken great interest in 
the work, and the instruction given has been in line with the 
spirit as well as the letter of the regulations. 

The statistics set forth ia the foregoing table as compared with 
the same for the year 1891 show an increase in number of teach- 
ers employed for the legal school year of 11, an increase in the 
number of children attending school of 212, and an increase in 
aggregate days’ attendance of 49,592. This increase has been 
almost entirely in the larger village schools. The rural schools 
show in most cases a decreasing, or at least, a stationary attend- 
ance. During the same period the value of schoolhouses and 
sites has increased from $132,773 to $185,210. The number of 
volumes in the district libraries has also more than doubled, be- 
ing now reported as 6,092 volumes, valued at $5,202. 
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BROOME COUNTY—Firsr Disrricr 


Mrs. Mary L. Knisxern, School Commissioner 
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In submitting my written report, the difficulty is not what to 
say, but what to leave unsaid. The circumstances under which I 
took up this work is known to you and the people in this district. 
As I have been doing the work of another a feeling of great re- 
sponsibility has been ever present. Having now learned some- 
thing of the duties and the true nature of the work, it is with an 
added sense in this direction that I look forward with hope to the 
coming year. 

Since entering upon my duties I have made 102 official visits, 
written 50 personal letters to trustees, and called upon 20 trus- 
tees, asking for various small improvements, and also sent out 
circular letters to all teachers. The result has been highly grat- 
ifying. 

First, Broome contains 115 districts and employs 133 teachers 
at the sametime;5,498 chiJdren have been attending these schools 
the past year with an aggregate attendance of 316,627 days. 
Since August 1, 7 examinations have been held, and 295 can- 
didates were examined; 1 first grade, 34 second grade and 55 
third grade certificates have been issued; 21 teachers have been 
licensed without previous experience. Arbor Day was generally 
observed, and 145 trees were planted. 

The school buildings, with few exceptions, are in very good 
condition. Small repairs and improvements are needed in many 
instances. Something has been done in this direction, but much 
remains for the coming year. Dictionaries and several new edu- 
cational charts have been purchased. 

The schools are fully up to the average. We have two union 
free schools in a prosperous, growing condition. It has been 
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necessary to enlarge the school buildings both at Deposit and 
Windsor. The Windsor school has the advantages of a training 
class, conducted by Principal W. S. Murray, who, with his able 
corps of teachers, is doing a good work. The Deposit schools are 
fortunate in again securing the services of their former principal, 
Geo. W. Pye, and in retaining nearly all of the teachers who have 
done faithful work in the past. 

While the present is not all that can be desired, there is much 
to encourage. In this, as in all districts, there are some teachers 
who do not seem to understand the responsibility of their posi- 
tion, ortheextent of their personal influence. They have mistaken 
their calling and are like weeds in a fair garden of flowers. When 
school patrons and taxpayers come to see that the best teachers 
that money can secure are none too good, that it is bad economy 
and worse morals to allow poor, weak teachers to have the over- 
sight of our children during their early years, there will be an 
improvement in this direction. It gives me much pleasure, how- 
ever, to report that the majority of our teachers are conscien- 
tious, faithful and progressive, and have made work their master, 
rather thau fee. They are on the hillsides and in the valleys, over 
the mountains by the winding rivers, giving to this work the 
freshness of youth and ail the strength of their young hearts. The 
ennobling power of their influence upon the rising generation 
cannot be estimated. 

The annual institute was held the week of May 27th. Nearly 
all our teachers were present, and many others interested in edu- 
cation. Conductor Hendrick gave excellent general instruction. 
The instruction in drawirg by Miss Himes was especially pleas- 
ing and helpful. Miss Eggleston gave primary work in her 
usual charming manner. Professor Bugbee was with us for two 
periods and his presence was an inspiration to better work, high 
thinking and earnest living. The evening lectures were well at- 
tended. The institute was a decided success, and its influence 
has been felt among the teachers. 

There is one department of education that is sadly neglected. 
For proof of this one has only to observe the desecration of Inde- 
pendence and Memorial Day. There is also a disposition on the 
part of many to shirk the duties of citizenship. The floating of 
the flag from our school buildings is a forward movement. Our 
boys and girls should know the story of our starry flag. They 
should be taught how its trave defenders went to danger and to 
death “to preserve our jewel of liberty in its framework of free- 
dom.” They should be made to understand that the day when 
the nation mourns for strong men fallen and brave men lost, is 
not a day for jest and carousing. 
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Our young men should be so educated that they will be able and 
willing to assume the responsibilities which citizenship imposes 
upon them, and take a healthy interest and honest pride in the 
affairs of government, both local and State. We want our boys 
and girls to become men and women of practical ability and com- 
mon sense, whose power and influence will place restrictions 
upon what is wrong, and cultivate and encourage what is right. 
The end of true education is the formation of character, and the 
work in this district for the past year has been somewhat along 
this line. Through the devotion of faithful teachers we believe 
some good seed has been sown which shall take root and by and 
by bear blossom and fruit. 

In conclusion I desire to express my thanks to teachers, trus- 
tees and the people of my district, for uniform kindness and cour- 
tesy; to the Department for many favors, and to Commissioner 
Whitney for assistance and direction in beginning this work, and 
for hearty co-operation in advancing the educational interest of 
this county. 


BROOME COUNTY-—Skgconp District 


Erwin B. Wuirney, School Commissioner 
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During the school year ending July 31, 1895, two new school- 
houses were built in this district, seven others extensively re- 
paired and twenty-seven outhouses constructed. Four hundred 
and ninety four dollars were expended for library purposes, an 
‘nerease of $354 over the preceding year. More than half this 
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amount was used in the purchase of dictionaries. Seventy teach- 
ers remained in their respective schools during the entire year, 
showing that more school officers are coming to favor continuous 
employment of qualified tcachers. Our union schools and acad- 
emies are prospering under the management of thorough and 
efficient principals, aided by able and energetic assistants. 

It is my custom after each official visit to see the trustee or 
write him a letter concerning the condition of the school, and 
offer such suggestions as seem best. In all such interviews and 
correspondence there has been on the part of trustees, a cheerful 
and earnest response to suggestions, and manifest interest in 
school matters. 

The Cemand for experienced teachers increases; and, al- 
though under existing conditions this demand cannot be fully 
supplied, the training class is becoming a prime factor in furnish- 
ing qualified instructors for the rural schools. As training class 
certificates will be given hereafter for three years and may be re- 
newed by commissioners, many young teachers will avail them- 
selves of this opportunity to procure a higher grade of license, 
and at the same time better prepare for the noble work of teach- 
ing the boys and girls. There is imperative need in this district 
of two training classes, and I trust that next year the Depart- 
ment will favor us with an appointment for the northern part of 
the county, in addition to the one at Union, where Professor Lusk 
has such a promising class. 

Our institute held at Lestershire Noy. 12-16, was a success. 
Conductor Sanford and his assistants did efficient service, which 
made the session interesting and helpful to all in attendance. The 
teachers appreciated the cordial reception given them by the 
people of Lestershire. 

The aggregate days’ attendance during the year was 19,000 
more than for the year ending July 31, 1894. This increase is 
due largely to vigilance on the part of school officers in enforcing 
the new compulsory education law. In union and city schools 
provision is made for an attendance officer to enforce the stat- 
ate, but in the rural districts its enforcement is thrust upon trus- 
tees, who are already overburdened with thankless duties. As 
a rule, the people who do not comply with the law are the very 
neighbors whose ill-will trustees are reluctant to invite. The 
statute should be so amended as to provide an attendance officer 
for each town. 

At the seven examinations held 41 candidates earned second 
grade certificates, 59 others earned third grade certificates and 
156 failed to secure a license of any grade. Several teachers who 
have done good service for a number of years are obliged to give 
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up teaching as they cannot pass the required per cent. in the uni- 
form examination. 

Bear with me if I emphasize the statement made in last year’s 
report to the effect that although the uniform system is gradually 
raising the educational standard for teachers, the best results 
cannot be attained until credit is given for successful experience 
in teaching. I would suggest that, when a teacher who has held 
one or more second grade certificates enters an examination, a 
statement from the commissioner certifying that such person has 
taught successfully for one or more years, be equivalent to at 
least five credits for each average subject. This will not lowe1 
the standard in the common school branches, and will encourage 
experienced teachers whose work has been mostly with primary 
grades. 

In the 183 official visits made since my last report, special at- 
tention has been given the subjects of reading and spelling. It 
is evident that in many schools there has been a lack of thorough- 
ness in teaching these branches. This condition is brought about 
partly by the multiplicity of studies in our modern schools, and 
partly by the employment of inexperienced and untrained teach- 
ers, who do not realize that little can be accomplished in other 
subjects until the child can read intelligently. Teachers should 
cultivate in their pupils a taste for good literature, and use every 
other means at their command to the end that the great business 
of the school may be to build character. 

It is encouraging to know that many of our teachers have a 
high conception of their calling, and understand that they as- 
sume a great responsibility on entering the school-room. Such 
are earnest and efficient in their work, and do not let pass an op- 
portunity to instill into the minds of the children the importance 
of becoming citizens worthy the Empire State; men and women 
who will stand for the right, willing to make any sacrifice in the 
cause of liberty. These teachers render the State service that 
cannot be too highly appreciated. Their influence will live in 
the hearts of the rising generation. 
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Lae CATTARAUGUS COUNTY—Firsr District 


Frank H. Cnarin, School Commissioner 
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Although the past year has been one of great depression finan- 
cially in the rural districts of this section of the State, the schools 
of this commissioner district have prospered beyond all expecta- 
tion. The increased aggregate attendance of 79,455 days, together 
with the fact that in the past year nine new schoolhouses have 
been built and over twenty refurnished with modern desks, dem- 
onstrates that the taxpayers are awake to the fact that better 
schools mean local prosperity. In a few districts there still re- 
main enough voters with the mistaken idea that a cheap teacher 
and poor surroundings are good enough for the children, to pre- 
vent any needed improvements. But we are glad to be able to 
veportthatsuch a condition of affairs is the exception and not the 
general rule. Progress is the watchword in the first district of 
Cattaraugus now. 

Under the present system of examining all papers at Albany 
we are in my opinion getting a far better grade of teachers than 
we have ever had before. To be sure, there are as yet croakers 
who can see only evil resulting from the method. But it has result- 
ed in raising the average age of teachers nearly three years in this 
commissioner district, which I deem a great benefit to the schools. 
To this fact alone is the large increased attendance attributable, 
in my opinion. There has been an increase of six teachers to the 
corps in this district during the past year, made necessary by the 
increased attendance. 
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In my official visits, of which I made 196, I found the care taken 
of the buildings in marked contrast with my previous visits. The 
school buildings in many places had been repaired, a few had re- 
ceived a much-needed coat of paint, and in many instances the 
glaring windows were shaded by curtains. The outbuildings 
especially were clean and in good repair, and the school 
grounds well cleared of rubbish. I found the teachers more care- 
ful of their appearance before the children, and more thoughtful 
of the comfort and welfare of their pupils, and the children 
seemed happy and contented. I have found the trustees as a 
general thing anxious to discuss any project that would tend to 
improve the schools. 

I am fully convinced that the trustee should receive a small 
salary for his services. I have found considerable trouble ina 
number of districts in finding capable persons to act as trustees. 
Those elected at the annual meeting would refuse to serve and in 
some instances only after great difficulty could I find any one to 
fill the office. The universal excuse offered was, that there was 
too much trouble and worry for nothing. 

I am sorry to have to report that the bulk of the library money 
apportioned to this commissioner district went to union schools, 
as I believe the district schools need it far more than the union 
schools. All union schools have quite extensive libraries already, . 
while a majority of the district schools are devoid of even a dic- 
tionary. I have issued two circulars during the past year to trus- 
tees calling their attenticn, among other things, to the library 
law, but with indifferent results. 

The teachers’ institute was held in November at Franklinville 
with Welland Hendrick, A. M., as conductor. He was assisted 
by Mrs. Eastman of the Cortland Normal School for Primary 
Work, and Professor Maycock of the Buffalo Normal School for 
Drawing, Dr. Cheney of Cortland Normal School, Superintendent 
Holden of Olean, and Principals Evans of Olean and Babcock of 
Hinsdale, filled all spare moments. The institute was voted a 
success by all the teachers present, and I think the good accom- 
plished then has been of lasting benefit. 

The text-book question is one of the most important for consid- 
eration at present in school work. The great necessity of the 
schools to-day is a uniformity in school books, for each county 
at least, if it cannot be obtained for the State. 
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CATTARAUGUS COUNTY—Seconp Disrricr 


Marraa Van Renssptarr, School Commissioner 
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We are pieased to note an increase of professional spirit among 
the teachers and greater interest among the taxpayers and 
patrons in the schools of their districts. The former is due, we 
believe, to the regulations governing teachers’ examinations and 
better preparation for their profession, together with the inspira- 
tion gained at institutes and associations. This has led to an 
increased interest on the part of the public together with the fact 
that necessary improvements have led to an expenditure of 
money, thereby causing more thought and attention to be given 
to the school. 

The Compulsory Education Law has had a marked effect in 
filling the departments of the union schools, and they have ad- 
vanced in the standard of work done. Higher scholarship has 
been attained and public interest has greatly aided in their suc- 
cess, 

Rural schools have many embarrassments with which to con- 
tend, principally a lack of suitable text-books and aids in teach- 
ing. Much credit is due the teachers for what they have been 
able to accomplish with small expenditures by the districts both 
for teachers’ wages and school appliances. 

At the beginning of the school year but few except the union 
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schools were graded, while at its close nearly all of one depart- 
ment and many of the rural schools have adopted the commission- 
ers’ graded course of study. The results have been in all in- 
stances flattering to the system. In districts where modern li- 
braries have been placed there is a decided advantage in the re- 
sults obtained, and there is no difficulty in inducing the pupils 
to read. There are a few union school libraries which are hav- 
ing a marked influence in the communities in which they are 
placed. 

The Teachers’ Association, which was organized and carried 
on through the year, has been very successful, and the institute 
held at Cattaraugus, Febs uary 11-15, was voted by the teachers 
one of unusual interest and benefit. For this thanks are due the 
conductor, A. C. McLachlan, and the assistants, Miss Rice and 
Miss Eggleston. 


CAYUGA COUNTY — First Disteicr 


Grorce A. Cooper, School Commissioner 
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During the past year, two school buildings have been thorough- 
ly repaired, and three others refurnished with new desks. Dis- 
trict No. 10 Sterling, has now a neat, comfortable, and well ven- 
tilated building. District No. 14, Ira, has enlarged the school 
grounds by purchasing additional land, moved the house back 
from the road and refurnished it throughout. This work has 
been done willingly by the people. I have only suggested the 
changes and tried to show them the benefit to come from the 


change. 
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The teaching force is becoming much better qualified for the 
work each year. One thing that has, in my opinion, helped along 
this line is that all teachers have benefited by reading the books 
on methods required by the regulations for uniform examination. 
1 would suggest that there be another book added to the list 
next year. I would ajso suggest that the regulations be 
changed so that no person shall be eligible to teach who has not 
attained the age of eighteen years. 

The compulsory law has been enforced by the union free 
schools, but not generally enforced by the common district 
schools. There has been an increase of 98 in the number of pu- 
pils attending school, and an increase of 10,448 days in the aggre- 
gate attendance over that of 1894. 

I find that the total assessed value of the district, as reported 
by the trustees is $9,328,072, while the actual assessed valuation 
of the towns composing the district is $9,526,596, leaving $198,- 
524 of property which does not pay toward the support of the 
schools. I would suggest that it be made the duty of the town 
clerk of each town to copy the assessment roll for each school 
district and deliver a certified copy to the trustee. 


) 
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In submitting my fifth annual report I desire to say that I be- 
lieve the past school year in this commissioner district has been 
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one of progress, and it is generally conceded that better work has 
been done by teachers than in previous years. 

The teachers’ institute held last October was one of great help 
and practical benefit to the teachers. The work presented not 
only aroused a lasting enthusiasm, but was presented in such a 
practical way that teachers were enabled to comprehend the 
work as suggested and place it in actual operation in their 
schools. Teachers begin to realize that institutes are not only for 
their pleasure and edification, but that they are also to use the 
knowledge here obtained to increase the efficiency of their work. 

The compulsory act which went into effect January 1, 1895, has 
been of benefit. In most cases patrons and pupils have been 
frightened into compliance with the law, and in a few instances 
where enforcement became necessary it was brought about with- 
out much trouble or opposition. In every case that has been 
brought to my attention where attendance officers and trustees 
have made an effort to enforce the law compliance has been ob- 
tained. But as a rule trustees dislike to have anything to do 
with this matter, and they ought not to be required to perform 
this duty as it engenders an ill-feeling among neighbors. As 
stated in the reports of trustees in answer to the question as to 
whether the provisions of this act have been complied with, seyv- 
enty-one answered affirmatively and forty-three negatively; of 
this number it is evident that a large majority did not understand 
the purport of the question. Sixteen either did not answer this 
question at all or so evasively that their meaning could not be 
determined. Fifty-eight is the number of pupils given as added 
to the schools in consequence of the law and twenty-nine as not 
complying with the law. The general text of this law seems to 
be what is needed, but it needs to be amended and modified, es- 
pecially in the way of simplicity.. It can be readily seen that un- 
less some action is taken by the Department or other high au- 
thority to stimulate the enforcement of this law that it will soon 
lose its terror and become as other laws of this nature a dead 
letter upon the statute books. 

The schoolhouses throughout this district are varied as to lo- 
cation, convenience and condition. It has been truly said, “That 
a people may be known by their schoolhouses and churches.” In 
a large majority of cases the districts own suitable and pleasant 
school sites, while others have little beside the roadway for a 
playground. In many disiricts they are negligent about furnish- 
ing means to keep the school property in repair until it becomes 
so dilapidated that the commissioner feels it his duty to inter- 
pose the authority vested in him to put things in order, when if 
a little had been expended each year for repairs the property of 
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the district would have been preserved and the burden of ex- 
pense greatly lessened. 

The new law in reference to instruction being given in the effects 
of stimulants and narcotics upon the human system seems to be 
a stunner to everybody, and the question, so often asked, but 
never answered, is how are the provisions of this law to be com- 
plied with? 

Teachers are more plenty this fall than at any time during the 
past five years, and still every examination is crowded with can- 
didates who have just passed the minimum age and are anxious 
to try the teaching profession. The recent change making the 
time for a third grade certificate one year has so far been detri- 
mental to the best interests of our schools from the fact it has 
retained a larger proportion of this grade of teachers. It can be 
seen, however, that this condition of affairs will not continue be- 
yond the present year. 

It is becoming more and more evident to the educators of our 
State that some sweeping changes are needed in our old school 
system, of which we have boasted so long, that it may be brought 
up to date and made to meet the requirements and conditions 
that exist at the present time. 

The rural schools are remaining in the background, while the 
city and village schools are pushing to the front. The increased 
interest and facilities to be found in these schools are attracting 
the best element from our rural schools, and the time is not far 
distant when the crying need will be to adopt some measure that 
will consolidate the weak rural districts and place them under 
the management of schoml boards, so that they may have equal 
facilities and hold out equal inducements with surrounding 
schools. 
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A comparison of the above table with a similar table of last 
year shows an increase in aggregate days’ attendance during the 
school year of 9,819 days, and an increase of $2,195.83 in amount 
of money raised by local tax. During the past year there has 
been considerable money expended for repairs on school build- 
ings and for furnishing the same with better and more improved 
furniture. All of which indicates that the people of this com- 
missioner district are awakening to the necessity of better and 
more attractive school bu‘ldings, better schools and higher edu- 
cation. 

The compulsory law has been generally enforced in this dis- 
trict; yet the duty of enforcing this law in common school dis- 
tricts should, I think, be taken from the trustee, who already 
has a long list of duties to perform for no compensation, and be 
placed upon a truant officer, elected or appointed, whose jurisdic- 
tion should extend overatownship. The teachers in the several 
school districts of the town should report all truancy to such offi- 
cer, who should take proper steps to enforce the law, and should 
receive a suitable compensation for his labors. 

There is a growing demand in this county for a uniformity of 
text-books throughout the State, and it is hoped that some feas- 
ible text-book bill may be introduced and passed the coming win- 
ter. 

I am heartily in accord with the resolutions adopted by the 
New York State Teachers’ Association, denouncing the obnoxious 
physiology law of last winter and asking for its repeal. 
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The conditions found to exist in this commissioner district 
warrant me in reporting continued progress. Both teachers and 
school officers are striving to make their schools nearer what they 
should be. An exception is found now and then, however, to 
this general rule, where a cheap teacher and small tax is the pri- 
mary object in school matters, and with these we are laboring 
and striving to educate them to a higher conception and appre- 
ciation of the value of a first-class school. 

The above table shows an increase of 28,846 days’ attendance 
over the preceding year; due in a large measure to the grading of 
the rural schools, whereby the pupils are stimulated by definite 
progress and a desire to accomplish the work prescribed. The 
Compulsory Education Law has also had its effects in increasing 
the days’ attendance. Many trustees report “No children added 
to the school, but more regular attendance” in consequence of the 
law. 

School districts No. 2, Sheridan, and No. 11, Portland, have 
built new schoolhouses and furnished them with new seats and 
blackboards. Many districts have made repairs and added new 
furniture. The sentiment for better, more comfortable, more 
pleasant and tastier school buildings is gaining ground, and we 
expect other districts to fall in line during the coming year. 

Our institute was held at Fredonia, with Professor Welland 
Hendrick, conductor, assisted by Miss Anna K. Eggleston, and 
Miss Gratia L. Rice. The work done was practical and to the 
point, and the institute pronounced one of the best ever held in 
this commissioner district. There was an increase of thirty-two 
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teachers in attendance, and an increase of one hundred and sixty- 
two days’ attendance over the previous year. 

I find in many districts that those persons best qualified for 
the office of trustee decline to have anything to do with the 
office on the grounds that they have not the time to give to it. 
Under the present conditions the trustee’s responsibilities and 
duties are not slight, and he is ofttimes made the subject of much 
criticism, even though he act according to his best judgment and 
knowledge. His time and trouble bring him no compensation 
other than criticism and complaint; he consequently has little 
inclination to serve. I therefore believe it would be wise for our 
Legislature to enact a law whereby school districts shall allow a 
reasonable compensation to be paid the trustee of the district. 
While it might lead to more candidates striving for the office, it 
would at the same time increase the attendance at the annual 
meeting, and I am convinced that we would have better trustees 
and that they would feel under obligation to exercise more care 
in the hiring of teachers, and to look more closely after the inter- 
est and success of their school. 
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A comparison of the foregoing statistics with a similar table 
for the previous year shows an advancement in nearly all of the 
items mentioned. There has been an increase of 307 children in 
attendance upon the schools, while the aggregate attendance has 
increased 54,196 days. The amount of public money received is 
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$380 greater than during the previous year, and the amount raised 
by local taxation shows sn increase of $3,686.04. The teaching 
force has also been increased from 119 to 122 teachers. 

Much interest is manifested by the teachers in their work, 
which is a source of encouragement, and the progress that is be- 
ing made in our schools is due in a large measure to their untiring 
efforts. 

The Compulsory School Law has worked well in this district, 
and has had the effect of bringing into the schools those who had 
heretofore failed to accept the offers of afree education. No ar- 
rests have been made, but by judicious management the officers 
have succeeded in securing the attendance of delinquents with- 
out resorting to legal proceedings. 

Professor I. H. Stout ccnducted our last institute, which was 
in every way asuccess. ‘The instruction was thorough, and prac- 
tical, and awakened much interest among the teachers. Every 
succeeding year proves the value and wisdom of institutes. 

An effort is being made to have a library suitable to the use of 
children placed in every school. The work is progressing favor- 
ably, and a large number of schools are already supplied. The 
educational value of these libraries cannot be overestimated. 
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During the past year the schools of this commissioner district 
have been with very few exceptions well conducted, and trustees 


Commisstonrrs’ Rerorts—CrEenango County 429 


have expressed a willingness to make needed repairs on build- 
ings. Several districts have placed new furniture in school- 
houses and officials have shown a desire to procure the very best. 
A new district has been formed in the town of Horseheads and 
a building erected to accommodate about 100 pupils, at an ex- 
pense of $10,000. 

The changes made in the regulations governing examinations 
have been very satisfactory. Now let us have one more and 
require candidates for their first certificates of either of the 
grades to pass the required subjects at three examinations, and 
also require an examination in methods for a third grade. 
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Having reviewed my school work since my last report I am 
able to compare the present condition of the schools with the 
past. I find that nearly all of the teachers are deeply interested 
in their school work, and show an earnest desire for the advance- 
ment of the pupils under their supervision. The schools of this 
commissioner district embrace the union and village schools of 
Norwich, New Berlin, Sherburne, South New Berlin; four schools 
of two departments each at Smyrna, Plymouth, South Otselic, 
and North Pitcher, and 188 schools employing one teacher each. 
The village schools of Norwich, under the supervision of Profes- 
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sor E. W. Griffith, embrace the Norwich High School, which 
ranks as one of the foremost high schools in Central New York, 
together with the several ward schools, one having been added 
during the past year. The village school of Smyrna, in charge of 
Professor H. W. Butts, has undergone many needed repairs. A 
furnace, patent desks, and a new department have been added, 
and the school is now in a more prosperous condition than it has 
been for many years. 

There are three organized teachers’ training classes in this dis- 
irict, giving instruction at the same iime. Young teachers who 
pave had instruction in a training class do much better work than 
those who have never had this advantage. A large number of 
the teachers are availing themselves of the opportunity; the good 
results of this course are scen in the improved methods of instruc- 
tion and discipline. 

The change in raising ‘he standard for teachers of the third 
grade has proved very satisfactory, as they become better pre- 
pared for the change that awaits them in obtaining a second grade 
certificate. Also the change of giving teachers the benefit of the 
six months in earning a new certificate prior to the expiration of 
the old one has given good results. 

A large number of the irustees have already complied with the 
iaw in relation to the American flag. 

The teachers’ institute held at Norwich June 7-12, under the 
efficient direction of Isaac H. Stout, Ph. D., ably assisted by Miss 
Gratia L. Rice, Francis J. Cheney, Ph. D., Miss Eggleston, 
Professor Oliver, and others, was well attended. The instruc- 
tion on child study by Miss Eggleston struck responsive chords 
in the hearts of the teachers, and many of the healthful things 
given were used in their work with great success. 
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CHENANGO COUNT Y—Seconp Disrricr 


CuHaries Ontnton, School Commissioner 
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The Compulsory Schoo} Law has been substantially compliea 
with in this commissioner district, and as a result the aggregate 
attendance of pupils has been largely increased. There have 
been three cases in the past year in which it has been necessary 
to commence legal proceedings to compel attendance at school, 
and a number of cases where a request to parents was sufficient. 

The Uniform Examination System under the present rules, is 
criticised by teachers. The examination in drawing has become 
so severe that many experienced teachers find it impossible to 
attain the required standing. In a large class at the August 
examination, the highest standing attained was only 65 per cent., 
the next 63 per cent., and so on down to 32 per cent. It is respect- 
fully submitted, that the subject is of no real value in the exami- 
nation of teachers, as they do not, as a rule, teach it in their 
schools. School commissioners should have the power to grant 
temporary licenses. Only three of these have been asked for dur- 
ing the past year, all of which have been granted, but this does 
not change the fact that commissioners should have the right to 
grant them and dispense with the Yong formula required under 
the present rules. Commissioners should mark the answer 
papers submitted by candidates, or if the taxpayers are willing 
to hire others to do this work, then help enough should be em- 
ployed to have the papers marked and the reports back to the 
commissioners within ten days from the receipt of the papers at 
the Department. The long delay in receiving the reports 
is troublesome to the teachers, trustees and commissioners. 
Successful experience in teaching ought to count in an ex- 
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amination for a license, and particularly so, in the cases of pri- 
mary teachers, as their work is far below the work required for 
a certificate. The suggestions of last year on this subject are 
again urged as proper amendments to the present regulations. 
The Teacher's Pension Law and the New Physiology and 
Hygiene Law are good specimens of poorly considered legisla- 
tion. If a person has taught successfully for twenty-five years 
there is no reasonable objection to the granting of a pension to 
such person, but this so-called pension law does no such thing. 
It only provides for the submission of the matter to the voters 
at town meetings where the pension would be voted out of sight 
every time. The law has no practical value. The New Physi- 
ology and Hygiene Law is condemned from one end of the State 
to the other, and it would be difficult to add to the just criticisms 
made against it by the teachers, school officers, and the press. 


CLINTON COUNTY—Firsr Disrrictr 


Sera §. Atren, School Commissioner 


2 (oe (See ae oie S = oy «tS 

P= = Ihc Sd 2 8 =F ae bs 
aalom lsgies | eS | ce 3 eS aa . [ee 
ae Ag jes hs) $2 s RO Es % 
TOWNS asso jasias |= gy | $2 23 oS on eee 
‘o¢ Sulo 2 s aa 3.2 wy WS om - 
DISTRICT |54|"ee|aeiag | SS] ay ue ° os ob |.8 
golgeclee|43| 8s | 32 | BB | ee a (Se 
22/2fn\Sslos8] P88 2: as aa 53 2s 
Rela a2\Suloas| faa © 2 pag 2 AS 
Naga! Sess) s8-s =o 2 oes o-4 Ei 

2q\5- ese wp a jal = seas as =] 

aA la a 4 > 4 < 4 4 
Ausable. ....-. 11 17 | 21 409 | 37,685 | $15,645 | $1,008,251 | $2,456 20 $4,349 69 | 41 
Black Brook...| 12 13 | 14 546 | 45,168 5,350 240,770 1,313 31 980 69 26 
Pema saet sees ens 18 19 | 88 563 | 48,793 | . 8,830 627,435 2,282 66 2,096 01 19 
Plattsburgh. ..| 16 52 | 38 | 2,283 |271,916 | 62,410 1,877,555 8,129 47 18,471 85 | 32 
Saranac........| 18 21 | 34 764 | 56,471 6,285 279,568 2,712 22 2,033 73 26 
Schuyler Falls.} 10 12 | 20 448 | 34,645 5,635 239,081 1,476 74 - 980 80 19 
Dannemora....| 5 10 | 10 437 | 42,855 2,025 94,027 | 1,242 07 1,940 55 9 
Total ...... 90 | 175 |144 | 5,400 |587,533 |$106,130} $4,366,687 | $19,612 67 | $30,803 32 | 172 


A large portion of the schools in this district are doing good 
work, and the majority of our teachers are faithful; earnest work- 
ers. We do not have enough teachers to supply our schools and. 
about twenty “raw recruits” are licensed each year, many of them 
with no special training for their work. Because of the scarcity 
of teachers it often happens that a trustee cannot use much dis- 
cretion in hiring a teacher, but is forced to contract with any one 
he can find. 

A number of our back districts have very poor buildings. The 
districts are poor and on account of their location have ofttimes 
to pay high wages to teachers, which makes taxes so high that it 
seems impossible for them to build new houses. 

Our institute was held ‘n October at the Normal Building in 
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Plattsburgh, with Professor Hendrick as conductor, assisted by 
Miss Rice, and Dr. Jones, Professor Lockwood, Miss Kellas, and 
Miss Tracy of the Plattsburgh Normal School. The teachers 
enjoyed the work which was practical and helpful throughout. 

I would reiterate the statement made in my last report that 
we need nothing so much as the township system. We need it, 
if for no other purpose, te correct the gross inequality of taxa- 
tion that exists under the present district system. It is neither 
just nor right that one man should pay more for public educa- 
tion than his neighbor. 

One new schoolhouse has been built and three reseated. <A 
larger number will be repaired next year. 

The Compulsory Education Act has been a success in this coun- 
ty. Two hundred and twenty-seven children were added to the 
school rolls, and the number of days attendance of 5,000 chil- 
dren, as compared with a like number registered the year pre- 
vious, was increased 18,865 days. To aid in the enforcement of 
the law, outside of the union schools, copies of the following 
blank were sent to teachers, requesting them to report to trustees 
at the end of each month and send copy of report to commis- 
sioner: 


ATTENDANCE REPORT OF 
SUE Day Cs GY ce ae a 2 a Nit SE ee er eee Oe EP 


1. Number of children in district from 8-12 ___. 

2. Numberof childrenin district from 12-14 
Totals of land 2, 

3. Number ofunemployed cairo frond 14. 16 
Tc tals of 1, 2 and 3, E { Mee eee 

4. Number days idicudance children a 8-12 

5. Number days attendance children from 12- 14, 


Totalsof4and5, .. Pi Wir Wh> ig I tw ce semen 

6. Number days attendance aneriplos Me frou 4. 16, : . eae, ee eee 
Totals of 4, 5 and 6, é : 3 dj a : A : 5 ay ES Ra 
Number of days school was actually tanghe c : A 5 ‘ ‘ 5 aa ees 


Names of Children failing to Age Name of Parent | Address of Parent 


comply with the law 


pie 
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The above report was of considerable value in securing the en- 
forcement of the law in the rural districts. We did not secure 
the attendance of every child, but feel that we have accomplished 
something and shall be able to do better next year. 

Seven examinations have been held this year which have been 
attended by 245 persons. About twenty-seven per cent. of these 
have obtained certificates. 

~The commissioner’s course of study, which was introduced into 
our schools last year, is meeting with success. The certificates 
are deservedly recognized by the principals of the union schools. 


CLINTON COUNTY—Seconp Disrricr 


F. E. Durry, School Commissioner 
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Beekmantown | 16 27 | 16 | 494] 40,563 | 6,250 | 336,977 1,954 21 | 1,59410) 15 
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One of the greatest difficulties in securing successful work from 
our country schools is the inability of our trustees to secure li- 
censed teachers. This necessitates the continuance of our fall 
or winter term at a time when the roads are frequently blocked 
by storms or when the weather is so inclement that it is impos- 
sible for children living at a distance to attend with any consid- 
erable degree of regularity. There is the same difficulty in se- 
curing teachers for the spring or summer term. Many of our 
schools are compelled to keep open until the latter part of July. 
This difficulty has seriously detracted from the attendance and 
consequently from the efficiency of our country schools for the 
past six or seven years. The prospect for the year 1895-96 is 
much brighter in this respect. We are relying upon two means 
to overcome this evil, namely: the “Mooers Summer School for 
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Teachers” and the admission of several of our principal village 
schools to the rank of regents’ schools. 

The Mooers Summer School opened July 22, 1895, and regis- 
tered fifty-nine pupils. The length of term was four weeks. 
The instructors were Miss Eliza Kellas of the Plattsburgh Nor- 
mal School, Professor Robertson and Miss Jennie C. Stiles of the 
Plattsburgh High School, Professor St. Maxon and F. E. Duy. 
At least seventy-five per cent. of those registered will be added 
to or retained in our teaching force. 

The Mooers and Rouses Point village schools have been ad- 
mitted to the rank of regents’ schools. If a teachers’ training 
class be formed in one of ihese schoo}s or in the Champlain Acad- 
emy, it will materially increase the supply of our licensed teach- 
ers. The instruction in our elementary schools is improving each 
year. 

Our institute, conducted by A. 8. Downing, A. M., was very in- 
structive and helpful. The instruction given by Miss Eggleston 
and Miss Himes was much needed, and heartily appreciated by 
all our teachers. 


COLUMBIA COUNTY—First Disrricr 


Joun W. Scort, School Commissioner 
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Weare unable to report any special advancement in education- 
al matters, but feel justified in saying that some progress has 
been made. During the year seven school districts have put in 
new or improved seats and desks, thereby showing that the peo- 
ple are interesting themselves more and more in school matters. 


~ 
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Of the seventy-three schools in this commissioner district, six 
have two or more departments each. This leaves sixty-seven 
ungraded country schools. Some of these schools are so small 
that it is impossible to arouse a healthful spirit of rivalry among 
the pupils. Under these circumstances, teachers, too, naturally 
jose a degree of enthusiasm. 

In these small country schools, we find pupils naturally as 
bright as any that can be found in the larger village schools; pu- 
pils who simply need the stimulating influence of association with 
others of their age to make them good scholars, and thus better 
prepare them to become useful citizens of the commonwealth. 
The question that confronts us is: “How can the condition of 
these country schools be improved?” The people of these sec- 
tions have as mucn right to ask the fostering care and assistance 
of the State as any class of its citizens. This question seems to 
admit of but one solution, viz.: A system of township supervision 
of schools; thus giving power and authority to provide means of 
conveyance for children living in isolated sections, to a good 
school. 

I have held seven examinations for teachers’ certificates during 
the year, at which there have been eighty-nine different candi- 
dates. Of these, nineteen secured third grade certificates, thirty- 
Six gained second grade, and three earned first grade. 
{ am of the opinion that the “regulations” ought to require for 
a third grade certificate a standing of 75 per cent. in each of the 
subjects classed as essentials, and an average of at least 70 per 
cent. in the other subjects, and that the time for which a second 
grade certificate is issued be changed to three years. The law 
ought to require that teachers should be at least eighteen years 
of age. 

A very successful teachers’ institute was held at Germantown 
September 24-28, conducted by Professor Hendrick, assisted in 
drawing by Miss Rice. Frofessor Bardwell of Cortland Normal 
School and Professor Lattimer of New Paltz Normal School ren- 
dered valuable assistance. During the session of the institute, a 
teachers’ association for this commissioner district was organ- 
ized. This association was divided into three sections or “chap- 
ters,” so that the teachers of each section might be able to meet 
often. In May the general association held a profitable meeting 
at Philmont. 

In the month of March the schoolhouse in district No. 2, of 
Germantown, burned. It was a building with rooms for two 
departments, and comparatively new. The people of the dis- 
trict have shown their enterprise and public spirit by erecting a 
fine building, larger than the one burned, and one to which they 
can point with justifiable pride. 


eC 
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COLUMBIA COUNTY—Srwonp District 


Jno. D. Micky, School Commissioner 


a las |S fee | as i SH | 

3 |S [f° |°s jae | & S es Poe ie 

ipso [Es pene |. et 5 8 oP As © 

oy i) qa mS = = _ or lol 
ag|oe stleses ee mn b= BD a3 $19 
TOWNS fegite |esiae |S yx] 83 | 22 ae ac, eric 
. | Su oO, 5 ® | an Bo we ALS (aye! > 
DISTRICT [28H es/2e/ag | SSh| ag ae ~ as oP lu8 
sollaSisa) Sal S8s | wa 3.4 Ro? st oq 
ZJefefalvsioss| se © aro a By 2a 
Esl 2lecisss £34 ch 2 pag of irs 
[SCE Asigolsa’o! Sa | oo 2 Sos 4 aa 

SEIS P ROR [Poa] ea | SA a Saar As B 

af fF lA > 4 4 4 A 
Austerlitz...-. Pl rs 0. 256 | 20,630] $38,775 $294,938 $1,188 65 $1,586 49 5 
Canaan . . Bie et) 11 | 10 819 | 26,197 5,800 1,133,227 1,242 79 2,538 20 Ki 
Chatbam 18 26 | 20 605 | 60,170} 10 880 2,255,480 2,469 42 4,277 8y 12 
Ghent. a8 10 | 19 | 20 786 | 96,167} 45,945 1,998, 034 2,739 67 9,031 84 7 
Hilladale ......|16| 16|17]| 404] 35,956] 9,590 778,473 | 1.989 01 3,264 75 | 21 
Kinderhook ...| 9 S25 95 608 | 69,206 | 21,775 2,250,956 1.954 32 4,835 82 7 
New Lebanon..| 15| 16 | 16 397 | 35,387 9,075 635,772 1,927 10 2,497 18 7 
Stockport...... 4 8] 6| 376 40.880| 6,700] 1,031/805 947 62 | 2.235 86 | 0 
Stuyvesant ....| 6 12 9 373 | 39,814 | 8,675 | 1,337,479 1,210 38 3,879 24 6 
PROCAL Sans) s 96 134 123 4,124 | 424,407 |$122,215 $11,716,164 | $15,663 00 | $34,147 27 72 


In the seven examinations held during the past year 142 can- 
didates were examined, of which number thirty-three failed to 
obtain certificates, sixty-one obtained third grade certificates, 
and twenty-five obtained second grade certificates, while twenty- 
three teachers who had previously held certificates failed upon 
re-examination. A large percentage of the last number of teach- 
ers have entered normal schools. Seven temporary licenses were 
granted during the year. 

Nearly all the schools are in a prosperous condition. One new 
schoolhouse has been built and a number have been thoroughly 
repaired and refurnished. One district has been dissolved dur- 
ing the past year, and an eifort will be made to dissolve four other 
small d'stricts during the coming year. 

The aggregate number of days’ attendance has increased nearly 
15,000. This is in part due to the Compulsory Education Law. 
The trustees, as a rule, are assisting in enforcing the provisions 
of that iaw, although it is to be regretted that the responsibility 
of its enforcement does not rest upon the commissioner. 

An effort was made during the year to introduce the graded 
system. Many teachers have earnestly co-operated. It is their 
opinion that the pupils advance more rapidly and have an in- | 
ereased interest in their work as a result. A comparison of the 
average daily attendance shows that twenty-seven districts have 
an average daily attendance of less than ten, that forty have 
between ten and twenty, and that twenty-seven have over 


twenty. 
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Fourteen districts have an assessed valuation of less than 
$25,000. Twenty-one districts have an assessed valuation of less 
than $30,000. This is in a commissioner’s district traversed in 
nearly every direction by railroads. In eighteen districts the 
amount of public money apportioned to the district exceeds the 
amount raised by tax. ; 

The teachers’ institute was held at Chatham, May 6-10, 1895, 
with Professor McLachlan as conductor, assisted by Miss Himes, 
Miss McClelland, Doctor Milne and S. Whitford Maxson of the 
board of examiners. All the teachers pronounced it the most 
practical and beneficial institute they had ever attended. 


CORTLAND COUNTY—Frirst Disrricr 


Narnuan L. Mitier, School Commissioner 
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I am able to report a gradual improvement in the schools of 
this district during the past year. The causes of this improve- 
ment are briefly these: First, a more earnest effort on the part 
of teachers to prepare themselves for their profession, caused 
doubtless by changes in the regulations governing the examina- 
tions. Second, a growing tendency toward liberality on the part 
of school officers and taxpayers in the districts. Third, a more 

uniform grading. 
' During the year a large number of schoolhouses have been re- 
paired and refurnished. District No. 3, of the town of Virgil, 
has built a new schoolhouse, and although this was done as a 
result of an order condemping the old building, yet all in the dis. 
trict cheerfully did their part towards getting the new building. 
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A marked tendency is shown also on the part of trustees to pro- 
vide their schools more liberally with proper school apparatus. 

During the year, two weak districts—No. 7, Harford, and No. 
10, Virgil—have been annulled, and the surrounding districts 
correspondingly strengthened. Nos. 4,and 5, Cincinnatus, have 
been consolidated with the Cincinnatus Academy into a union 
free school district. Other changes of this nature can still be 
made in this district to the advantage of the schools. 

A graded teachers’ institute was held in May for the two dis- 
tricts of the county at the Cortland Normal School, under the su- 
pervision of Conductors Downing and Sanford, and as a result 
ef the work of the institute, we have become satisfied in this coun- 
ty that, properly managed, the most satisfactory results can be 
secured from a graded institute. 


CORTLAND COUNTY—Seconp District 


H. I. Van Horsen, School Commissioner 
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Asa whole, the year has been uneventful. The principal event 
of interest to the teachers, was the graded institute at Cortland. 
This was a success in every sense of the word. The kindness 
of Dr. Cheney, the Normal School faculty, the local board of Cort- 
land Normal School, and the board of education of Cortland vil- 
lage, made possible the carrying out successfully the program 
arranged by Conductors Sanford and Downing. Heretofore we 
have not considered the teachers’ institute as particularly valu- 
able, but this last institute under ideal conditions has changed 


our views. 
With the scarcity of teachers during the past year, trustees 
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have been handicapped, ard many times have been compelled to 
hire teachers who did not fit their particular school, and in ad- 
dition have had to spend yaluable time in their pursuit. It would 
seem just that they receive some compensation for time thus 
spent. — 

In this district, comprising seven towns, four are heavily bond- 
ed; in one town the rate of tax being .0437, aside from highway 
and school tax. There are twenty-two school districts out of the 
seventy-eight in this commissioner district with valuations less 
than $20,000, and three with valuations less than $10,000. This 
makes it almost impossible to hire competent or experienced 
ieachers at wages such teachers should command. A teacher 
cannot fit herself properly and afford to teach for $5 per week 
and board herself, and on the other hand a district with a valu- 
ation of less than $20,000 cannot afford to pay much more, espe- 
cially in the bonded towns. The solution is beyond my com- 
prehension, unless by the Township Bill, or some modification 
of it. The real estate of this district is largely in the hands of 
tenants, and the school population as a result variable. School- 
houses are far enough separated and nothing to be gained by 
permanent consolidation. A modification of the Township Bill 
allowing districts to unite with adjoining districts for a time, with 
provision for transportation of children, would incur no greater 
expense to the State. Give us fewer and better schools. 
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By comparing the foregoing table with the similar one of last 
year it is found that the number of children attending school de- 
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creased from 6,582 to 6,211, but the aggregate days’ attendance 
has increased from 619,205 to 623,066, a gain of 3,861, which I 
believe to be largely due to the effects of the Compulsory Edu- 
cation Law. During the past year I have made 120 official visits 
to the schools and districts. 

Since my last report I have recommended twelve young people 
for appointments to normal schools of the State. The union 
schools at Walton, Sidney and Hancock continue prosperous, 
with increased attendance. Many of the school districts are re- 
pairing and putting in new furniture, which shows that the peo- 
ple in general are aware of the fact that a comfortable school- 
house is one of the first requirements of a good school. 

The only teachers’ training class that was organized this year 
was located at Franklin. Out of sixteen candidates that took 
the June examination eight received professional certificates. 

A large number of schools have adopted the graded course of 
study with good results. Jt seems almost impossible to establish 
the system thoroughly fox the reason of the smallness of schools, 
and the frequent change of teachers made in many schools. I find 
that pupils from those schools that enter the teachers’ examina- 
tion receive a much more creditable standing than those from 
schools that have not adopted the system. 
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In submitting this my second annual report, I am glad to say 
that the standing of the schools in the second commissioner dis- 
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trict of Delaware county is steadily increasing, due very largely 
to the efficiency of the teachers. This efficiency is due partly to 
the result of the uniform examinations, and partly to a more 
generous spirit among the trustees and patrons. 

The number of children attending school during the year end- 
ing July 31, 1894, was 4,478, while during the past year the num- 
ber has been increased to 5,142, showing an increase of 664 over 
the previous year. The aggregate days’ attendance of the school 
year ending July 31, 1895, exceeds the aggregate days’ attendance 
of the previous year by 13,895, which shows a promising increase 
in the interest manifested in school matters. 

This, perhaps, should be somewhat attributed to the Compul- 
sory Education Law, yet, in many districts this law has been en- 
tirely ignored. Notwithstanding this, I believe the law itself is 
a long step in advance of anything yet on the statute books of the 
State, but the only way to reap proper results is to see that said 
iaw is enforced. 

There is one department of education for the boys and girls of 
our commonwealth which is very much neglected. I refer to 
the development of a spirit of patriotism and good citizenship in 
the hearts of our children, which will lead them to maintain with 
vigor the laws of our State and nation, and to resist with firmness 
all the encroachments of socialism, anarchism and a hundred 
other foreign-born evils, which threaten our institutions. I hope 
every commissioner in 1896 may be able to report not only that a 
United States flag is flying in front of every schoolhouse, but 
that “flag day” is regularly observed and patriotic exercises held. 

Our institute was held at Delhi, N. Y., November 12-16, 1894, 
and it was generally conceded by the teachers to have been the 
most practical and instructive institute they had ever attended. 
Professor I. H. Stout was the conductor, and he was ably assisted 
by Miss Anna K. Eggleston in primary work and Miss Florence 
B. Himes in drawing. 

Since August 1, 1894, I have held seven uniform examinations, 
and in connection therewith submit the following: Total num- 
ber of different candidates examined, 426; two of whom received 


first grade certificates, 95 second grade, 104 third grade, and 225 
failed. 


q 


Commissioners’ Rerorrs—Durcorrss Country 443 


DUTCHESS COUNTY—Firsr Disrrior 


Luxe D. Wymps, School Commissioner 
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Of the 179 teachers employed last year it is safe to say that 
the greater number are progressive and desirous of improving. 
This is evinced by the fact that during the year nine meetings 
of the Teachers’ Association of this district were held, and the 
attendance of the teachers ranged from forty to ninety at each 
meeting. One hundred and forty-seven teachers in this com- 
missioner district take an educational paper. Some take five or 
more. Pawling Union Free School organized an academic 
department during the year, and that school, as well as the 
Union schools at Matteawan and Fishkill, have been accepted by 
the regents. Union Free School No. 5 of Fishkill, has enlarged 
its school building by the addition of a wing, at a cost of $2,000, 
and now has a very pretty school building of three departments. 
School district No. 8, town of East Fishkill, also thoroughly 
repaired its school building. Union Free School No. 4, situated 
at Millbrook, in the town of Washington, has been highly favored. 
One of its wealthy and philanthropic citizens, Mr. Thorne, has 
donated the whole cost of building a magnificent structure of 
brick and marble, at a cost of over $100,000, to be used as a school 
building. The building is a memorial hall and school combined, 
and will be used for school purposes after September 1, 1895. 

The foregoing statistical report shows an increase of 12,426 
days’ attendance over that of last year. This increase has been 
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supplied by all of the towns in this commissioner district, 
excepting Fishkill, Wappinger, La Grange, and Union Vale, where 
a falling off in attendance has been reported. 

The number of teachers employed this year was 179 as com- 
pared with 176 last year. School was maintained in 127 out of 
131 schools in the district. The four districts that did not main- 
tain school are weak in school population. The number of pupils 
of school age residing in each district ranging from 2 to 7. In 
my opinion there should be some action taken by our State 
legislators, tending to simplify the law in relation. to consoli- 
dating two or more weak districts, and allowing a tax to be 
raised for the transportation of pupils to some central school. 

My report shows that every school and each department of the 
graded schools has been visited by me during the year. I have 
classified the condition of the schoolhouses in this district, as 
follows: Eleven in fair condition; ten, poor condition, and 110 
in good condition. The furniture in all of the schools is fairly 
modern, excepting fourteen schools. 

Seven uniform examinations were held in this district during 
the year and 182 different candidates were examined. Of these 
five secured a first grade; forty a second; and fifty-two a third 
grade certificate. Eighty-five failed to pass. It is my opinion 
that holders of second grade certificates should be licensed for 
three years, and that candidates for a third grade be required 
to attain a standing of seventy-five per cent. instead of seventy 
per cent., as at present, and that a second grade certificate be 
issued to holders of a third grade at any time during the year, 
upon the successful completion of an examination in the remain- 
ing subjects for a second grade certificate. The Department of 
Public Instruction ought to issue an order allowing teachers who 
close their schools for the purpose of allowing the building to be 
used by the school commissioners in holding uniform examina- 
tions, to count the aggregate days’ attendance, that their school 
would be entitled to if the room was not closed. 

A teachers’ institute was held at Matteawan, May 13-17, at 
which 176 teachers were cegistered and an average daily attend- 
ance of 173 was maintained during the week. The institute was 
conducted by Prof. A. C. McLachlan, assisted by Mrs. Ellen 
Burke and Miss Gratia M. Rice. 

I would approve a plan changing teachers’ institutes to sum- 
mer schools. 


CommisstonErs’ Rerorrs—Durourss County 445 


DUTCHESS COUNTY—Serconp Disrricr 


Luruer L. Sritiman, School Commissioner 


- las to [eo 4 ao ‘ L=) ond ; LJ 

Ss toa je ("es |ee |S : 29 on |e 

Arie o |S jes |. 2 3 © F aS i 
Zelob laglo8 m = He 3 © ie 
Ba 2 la sios” |e 32 S ac aa | 8 
TOWNS (S8\v'o |gs/as |o~y| 83 32 ae 8 id 
IN Pf SH/O_|s $ ia Bo w AS Orne 7 
DIstRIcT |-8|«s8la8iag | 285] Fz ie — ob ns 
$ol%en8 u $0 Sex| SAn Sa ae PON q oq 
SalefaiS2logs| #38] Sa A Bag By «jag 
BSB B2exlsos| Gag | 8 oo o 5°86 2.2 ae 

Bosra S845 a] w8s | a8 2 aad as 5 

Aw la - < b 4 4 4 A 
Clintonee:.-..- 10 | 11} 10} 316] 31,764] $5,550] $1,062,846 | $1,273 99] 4236711 | °8 
Hyde Park..... 8| 14|/14] 513] 58519] 19,600] 1,907,639 1.877 05 5.064 07 | F9 
Mifan® = 0-25... 10| 11/10} 205] 18978] 4,250 769,479 1,192 91 1,698 18 | 18 
Poughkeepsie,-| 10 | 15 13 | 537| 55,399) 28,250] 2,816,181 | 1,817 08 6,025 91 | Iz 
Pleasant Valley) 12| 15 | 12| 354! 88175] 6,405] 1.191,059 1,516 48} 2.730 04] 12 
Red Hook...... 8| 15|16| 746] 89,737] 15,800] 2,967,627 2,119 93 6,273 86 | 9 
Rhinebeck..... 12] 18} 20] 704} 80,255] 25,285! 3,373,036 | 2,692 57 6,390 93 | 6 
Matale.: 70 | 99 | 95 | 3,375 | 372,127/$104,640) $14,077,867 | $12,400 01 | $30,550 10 | 74 

| ! | 


The accompanying statistical table shows by comparison with 
the previous year that the schools of this commissioner district 
‘fare not only holding their own, but making substantial gains. 
Two more teachers have been employed in Red Hook than during 
the previous year, and in the town of Poughkeepsie one less; a 
net gain of one. The whole number of children attending school 
has been increased by eighty-four, and the aggregate days’ attend- 
ance by twenty-eight thousand five hundred and seventy-three; 
an excellent showing. This increase is shared by five of the 
seven towns of the district, and is due in my judgment partly to 
the enforcement of the co:npulsory law and partly to the greater 
efficiency of teachers and consequent attractiveness of the schools. 
One school, No. 3, Red Hook, has recently been placed under 
the control of the regents and another in the same town, No. 4, 
is at this time of writing taking the preliminary steps to the same 
end. Several schoolhouses have been reseated with modern 
desks, and a generally increased interest in the welfare of the 
schools is being manifested. 

The Institute for this district was held at Rhinebeck, in the 
week beginning October 29, 1894, and was very successful. The 
attendance was nearly perfect, all but two teachers being reg- 
istered, and no absences recorded against those who were en- 
rolled. The professional instruction by Conductor Hendrick, 
Miss Himes in drawing, and Mrs. Burke in primary work, was of 
such a character as to be most helpful to the teachers. While 
the evening lectures by Dr. Cheney, George W. Powell, Esq., Dr. 
Wn. Milne, and the conductor, added greatly to the interest and 
profit of the institute. 
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Seven examinations have been held during the year at which 
122 different candidates were present. As a result, I have 
issued five first, thirty-four second and twenty-one third grade 
certificates. At present more teachers in the district are trying 
to secure first grade certificates than at any time before in sey- 
eral years. The opinion is becoming general that a third grade 
certificate is sufficient authority for teaching only for the time 
prescribed by the regulations to make one eligible to try the 
examination for a higher one. 
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The condition of public education in this commissioner district 


is satisfactory in all schools organized under the Free School Act, — 


but much remains to be done in the common school districts to 
place them in line with modern educational progress. The 
trouble with the common schools seems to be in their organiza- 
tion and management, and they never can be brought up to the 
standard under the present shiftless system. Some law should be 
passed similar to the township system to regulate the affairs of 
every school in the townsiip. In the country schools nothing is 
usually found but a bare and empty room, except seats, stove and 
a very small blackboard. To do good work in these schools re- 
quires good, if not better teachers than in the graded schools 
with everything at the teacher’s command. I think that the com: 
missioner’s course of study is helping the common schools, but 
much remains to be done to bring them up to the proper standard. 
Calling all the examination papers to Albany for correction 
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has increased the efficiency of the uniform system, although the 
teachers often complain of the delay which this method necessi- 
tates. 

There have been many improvements in school buildings in this 
district during the last school year, and I believe that the people 
have become awakened to the fact that it is an important factor in 
the education of their children that the school buildings be placed 
in proper sanitary condition. Arbor day was generally observed 
in this district and now many fine young shade trees adorn the 
school district sites. The uniform examinations are more popu- 
lar than ever with competent teachers in this county. The 
granting of but one third grade certificate, good for one year, I 
believe to be a very good change in the rules. 
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In submitting my second annual report I am glad to be able to 
noticeanother large increase in the aggregate attendance of pupils 
in the schools of this district, amounting to nearly 45,000 days, 
while the number of pupils in attendance has increased 174. The 
average daily attendance has increased 261, showing the effect of 
the Compulsory Education Law which has been enforced in about 
forty districts, with the result of bringing into school eighty- 
seven children and causing a more regular attendance in the 
schools generally. Trustees have acted as enforcing officers in 
most cases, without reward, and at the risk of incurring the 
enmity of recreant parents. Six more teachers have been em- 
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ployed with an increase in teachers’ wages of $3,500. The weekly 
wages of male teachers have averaged $11.38 and those of female 
teachers, $8.02. 

My first institute under the direction of Conductor A. 8. Down- 
ing, was admitted by even the most indifferent teachers to be a 
success. The interest was continued through every period. The 
attendance of teachers showed a gain of twenty-four over that of 
the previous year, and the total attendance a gain of 121 days. 

During the year I held seven teachers’ examinations and exam- 
ined 153 different candidates with a total of 479 members of all 
of the classes. One passed for first grade, thirty-one for second 
grade, eighty-one for third grade and forty failed to obtain a 
certificate. The large number passing for third grade certificates 
indicates a nearly complete change in the teaching force in two 
years, providing that three-fourths of those who pass for that 
grade obtain positions in the schools. I think requiring seventy- 
five per cent. for a third grade would be a protection to experi- 
enced teachers. The regulation allowing standings for second 
grade certificates, after the first one, to be taken from three ex- 
aminations, saved to the profession several experienced teachers 
in this district, who otherwise must have chosen some other field 
of labor. The uniform examination system is severely criticised 
on the ground that experience counts for nothing, but it should 
have great weight with intelligent trustees in the employment of 
teachers. 

The course of study prepared by the school commissioners is in 
use in all the schools in this district except four union schools. 
Examinations were held in June in all the schools which were 
in session, and by special arrangement with trustees and teachers 
several schools which had closed, were reopened for examination 
on examination days. As a result of the June examination, 1,000 
certificates of promotion were issued and fifteen diplomas given to 
those who had completed the course. Teachers would not be 
willing to abandon this good system of grading for the old hap- 
hazard system which formerly was in vogue. One just 
criticism of this system is that a diploma does not en- 
title a pupil to any further promotion. I think it can not be 
disputed that one who has fairly earned a diploma is as well quali- 
fied to enter a normal school as those teachers who fail in pass- 
ing and go to the normai schools to avoid further examination, 
and consequently a diplorna should be a passport to any normal 
school in the State. 

New school buildings have been completed in districts No. 7 
of Wales, No. 4 of Aurora and No. 8 of Evans. East Aurora 
Union School building is being enlarged at a cost of $15,000. New 
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furniture has been placed in the schools in districts No. 4 of 
Wales, and No. 9 of Evans. The old straight backed, child 
deforming, wooden seats and desks are gradually becoming a 
thing of the past. ; 
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In submitting this, my second annual report, I should be 
pleased to announce that great progress had been made, but 
I can not do so consistently. As compared with the condition of 
the schools ten years ago, great progress has been made. The 
teachers seem, however, to be gradually adopting new methods 
of teaching, and to be taking more interest in their work. 
I find that too many trustees act upon the theory that as their 
school is small, anyone who has a certificate can teach it and 
believe they are practici:g economy by employing the teacher 
asking the smallest salary. Too many “cheap” teachers are em- 
ployed, but I fear this can not be remedied by any method of 
examinations under the present school system. I believe 
thoroughly in the township system, as far as I understand it, and 
believe that by its adoption great benefit would immediately 
accrue to the schools. 

I find that the Compulsory Education Law has been of con- 
siderable benefit in this ccmmissioner district. The trustees, as 
a rule, seem to be more than willing to enforce the law, and a 
large number of children who failed to attend school before the 
enactment of the law, are now attending. 

What is known as the Temperance Law has caused much 
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annoyance in this district, the patrons of the schools strenuously 
objecting to the clause which compels them to purchase new books 
for their children. The teachers also complain that they can not 
comply with the law without repeating over and over again the 
same old story, until it becomes nauseating to the children as well 
as themselves. The repeal of the law will be hailed with delight 
by all teachers, and by prcbably ninety per cent. of the patrons of 
the schools. 

Several schoolhouses have been repaired and refurnished since 
my last report, the Springville Union school has added largely to 
its grounds and has purchased a large frame structure which is 
used as a school building in connection with the original brick 
structure. 

Arbor Day was generally observed, and great interest seems 
to be taken in the improvement of school property. 

The only additional suggestion I have to offer is that in the 
granting of certificates. some attention should be paid to a 
teacher’s experience and success in teaching, instead of making 
her ability to pass an examination the sole test of her qualifica- 
tions. 
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Frank B. Wickes, School Commissioner 
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At the seven examinations held during the year, 208 different 
candidates have been examined. Of these, two received first 
grade certificates; thirty seven received second grade; fifty-four 
received third grade, and 115 failed to receive certificates of any 
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grade. A good deal is said by candidates and others about the 
subjects of drawing and current topics, which are required for a 
second grade certificate. The following table gives the results 
for the year of examinations in these subjects in comparison with 
arithmetic, geography, grammar and orthography. 
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It thus appears that twenty-three per cent. of the papers in draw- 
ing have been marked seventy-five or more; sixty-eight per cent. 
of the papers in current topics; forty-seven per cent. of the papers 
in arithmetic; forty-one per cent.of the papers in geography; 
forty-three per cent. of the papers in grammar; and eighty per 
cent. of the papers in orthography. Our candidates have been 
strongest in orthography and weakest in drawing. In current top. 
ics, they have done better than in any other subject, except or- 
thography. It is to be remembered also that the minimum mark 
for a second grade in drawing and current topies is fifty per cent., 
while in the other subjects it is seventy-five per cent. 

Though the enforcement of the Compulsory Law has been 
neglected in some places, it has helped us somewhat, as the follow- 
ing figures tend to show: 

Number of resident children attending school during the 


pe seeming aly oh, 1894 ei osc kw Se oc wes 3,229 
Number of resident children attending school during the 

CROCS TG RETEST S G01 aod Inns 3! 5 ee an ee ae 3,291 
Aggregate resident attendance for 1893-1894.......... 281,206 
Aggregate resident attendance for 1894-1895......... 313,524 


Sixty-two more children have thus been in school than were 
there last year; and this, with the more regular attendance has 
given us an increase in aggregate attendance of 32,318 days. 

In thirty-six schools the average daily attendance was less than 
ten, including both resident and non-resident pupils; in five 
schools it was less than five. In most of these cases, however, 
the distance to other schools is so great that, if the school were 
abandoned, the children would be deprived entirely of school 
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privileges. Some of the schoolhouses in this commissioner dis- 
trict are old and dilapidated; new ones are needed. But the 
amount of property in these districts is small; the tax-rate for 
school purposes is high; and I have not felt that I should be justi-. 
fied in condemning the buildings. 

It is to be regretted that more districts do not avail themselves 
of the advantages of the library law. For the year covered by 
this report seven districts raised for library purposes $62; and 
seven districts have thus far reported $100 for the coming year. 

Our institute was held at Elizabethtown in May. The instruc- 
tors, Conductor Hendrick, Miss Eggleston and Miss Himes and 
Prof. Lockwood, of the Plattsburgh Normal School, had none of 
them been here before, and their work was fresh and valuable to 
our teachers. : 
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Since August 1, 1894, I have held seven examinations. Two 
hundred and eighty-three different candidates have been exam- 
ined; sixty-two have passed for third grade, sixty-nine for second 


grade, and five for first grade certificates; 147 failed to obtain a. 


certificate of any grade. Thirty-two teachers have been licensed 
without previous experience in teaching, which is too many. I 
am of the opinion that something should be done to lessen the 
number of third grade teachers. I would suggest that candidates 
for a third grade be allowed only two trials, and that the teaching 
age be advanced to eighteen years. I wish to renew my sug- 
gestion of last year, that second grade certificates be issued for 
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a period of three years instead of two. The new regulations rel- 
ative to training class certificates are to be commended. The 
fact that a certificate of this kind is valid for three years and 
then renewable without examination, should insure a ful] member- 
ship to these classes. 

By comparing the work of the past year with that of previous 
years, I am pleased to report a steady advancement along the 
line of the schools under my supervision. The graded course of 
study has done much toward bringing our schools to a higher 
standard. Teachers are beginning to think they can not do 
without it, and pupils are stimulated and encouraged by its use. 
To those commissioners who have not as yet adopted the system, 
I would recommend that they do so at once. 

The teachers institute was held at Ticonderoga, May 20-24 last, 
with Prof. I. H. Stout as conductor, and Miss Florence B. Himes 
and Miss Anna K. Eggleston as assistants. The instruction was 
practical and of great value. The teachers pronounced it the 
most successful and interesting institute ever held in this district. 

I wish to be recorded as one who most earnestly opposed the 
passage of the bill amending the school law in respect to teaching 
the nature and effects of alcoholic drinks and narcotics, in con- 
nection with physiology and hygiene in our public schools. 


FRANKLIN COUNTY—Frsr District 


Marti E. McCrary, School Commissioner 


' as | J ] ' u 
Suc loiomatee . eS x) =e c. |8 
o.|998 s ors od = a > as 
Se 2 (#3 me & Bes oo Chal lene) 
aalOeP jagi2oa p> oi 6 Co) ae fo) 
aelo She jes ard oe So iT) s 8 
TOWNS j|sol#e |gsias |e & os as 25 ake 3 
Pepe leecieile | oct hte fa | S's) ee |g 
- Po AC ee 3 
DISTRICT |a-7 Beale SAS sponte oa cB ohh 44 5s 
=O. N.=| Qo mS | S65 6 o 8 ev go fie 
Selseeisslous| #33 | Se | g* Beg ay iss 
Be ga 2lon oaS| Bad = oO o Eos og aa, 
BS\SFa/SelS0 a] 8a | aA D AAS As 5 
aia ila - < > 4 4 + Zi 
te 
Bellmont ------ | 14] 22] 14 599 | 43.727 | $7,880 $26 944 $1,784 73 $1,222 3 8 
Brighton ...-- | 4| 5] 4] 110] 10,411} 3,000 110,164 462 27 | (EROS || 
BBD KG ese 2 16 | 17|18) 666] 51,317! 7,680 476.610 2.201 61 | 1,898 23 | 36 
Chatenugay -.| 16 20 | 21 | 807 | 89,345) 15,595 601,634 2,791 14 4,228 19 | 16 
Wyoaniee 2-22. - wre 5.| 64-18 8.452 | 1,805 110,709 | 667 33 832 65 5 
JOE Die Ole eeeerars 12 12} 14] 379 | 30,732) 4,055 164,452 1,862 86 | 3,272 384) 9 
Aarricttstown i 2 4/13 601 | 62,583 | 21,156 525,771 1,527 47 |. 7,078 50 4 
Malone -----..-- 25 31 | 56 | 2,836 | 388,599 | 88,603 2,922.408 7,630 54 19,895 86 | 25 
| | =peeee 5 - 
Moteloes-| 2 | 93 | 116 146 | 6,135 | 685,196 $148,874| $4,938,692 $18,927 95 | $39,148 64 | 108 
{ | 


The last year has been one of fair prosperity for our schools 
despite the fact that retrenchment has been the order of the day. 
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The work of the two training classes in this district has been 
excellent and I am glad to say that two of our teachers have 
earned a training class certificate. This ought to be worth 
something to them, and what it stands for, to the schools they are 
to teach. 

The spirit of the Compulsory School Law has been obeyed in 
my district by nearly all of the school officers, as well as the par- 
ents. The effect has been to give us a better attendance and to hold 
in school about two hundred children that otherwise would have 
neglected their own welfare. If handled rightly, the law will be 
a blessing. 

In common with all Iam waiting for the new annotated code, 
with everything brought down to date. We have needed it for the 
last five years. I suggest that two copies be sent to each com- 
missioner as one copy is usually loaned for most of the time. 

So far as my knowledge goes the Empire State leads all in its 
method of carrying on institute work, and our last was the best so 
far. The institute and the training class reach rural communities 
more closely than the normal school and, to my mind the effects 
of our department in these two lines merit the thanks of the 
country districts. 


FRANKLIN COUNTY—Skgconp Disrricr 
W. F. Hype, School Commissioner 
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In submitting this my second annual report to the department, 
I can not say that all departments of the educational work under 
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my care and supervision have been up to the standard anticipated 
by me at the beginning of my work as commissioner of this dis- 
trict, but I can say with equal candor, that there has been no 
retrograding. Asa whole there has been a marked improvement 
in the work done by the teachers of this district the past vear. 

The work of grading.the schools, which was undertaken by 
me last year, has proven a great success in many of the schools in 
my district. It serves as an incentive to the pupil, to be prompt 
and regular in his attendance, and to have his lessons thoroughly 
learned, two very important points in a child’s education. But 
I think that the system does not go far enough. When the pupil 
shall have graduated in this course of study, the standings neces- 
sary for him to attain in order to secure the diploma, should be 
taken as sufficient evidence that he is prepared to enter, either a 
normal school, or a teacher's training class, as he may elect, with- 
ott further examination. Until such arrangement is made the 
system will be looked down upon by many. 

One new schoolhouse las been built in my district since sub- 
mitting my first report, and several have been thoroughly re- 
paired, painted, etc. Trustees seem to be taking more pains to 
make things comfortable for teacher and pupil, and a general 
spirit of improvement prevails. A great need in many of the 
rural schools is good and sufficient blackboards. This want'is 
being remedied to some extent, but not so much as I hope to see 
done in the coming year. Many districts have purchased maps 
and charts, dictionaries and library books, and, though the 
expense attending these improvements is quite large, still the 
burden is borne with a spirit which argues well for the schools of 
the future. 

The experiment of conducting a summer school, which was 
tried for two weeks the summer of 1894, was repeated in 1895, 
beginning July 22, and lasting four weeks. The same able in- 
structors, Miss Katherine M. Gorman, of Waddington, and Miss 
Margaret F. Haggerty, of Raymondville, had charge of the school. 
There were forty-one persons enrolled as members of the school 
and an average daily attendance of twenty-eight. The subjects 
of history, arithmetic, drawing, civil government, grammar and 
physiology were taught, by giving a thorough drill of fifty min- 
utes in some part of each subject, each day. It was in every 
sense of the word a drill school. It served as a great help to 
those about to take examinations for certificates to teach. An 
ideal state of things would do away with any color of necessity 
for such a school, but in this world of ours we have to make the 
best of things as we find them. Such a school certainly has a 
great work to do in this commissioner district, and if rightly man- 
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aged, may be of great benefit to teachers and schools. It cer- 
tainly is no longer an experiment here, but has come to stay as 
a permanent organization. Prof. A. S: Downing, Principal Ed- 
ward L. Stevens and Commissioner M. E.McClary, delivered even- 
ing lectures in connection with the school; Principals J. J. Lynch 
and L. J. Reynolds held an historical discussion one evening and 
a literary entertainment was given by the members of the school. 
It was voted a complete success. 
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| 


This commissioner district is composed of ten towns, com- 
prising the county of Fulton. It is divided into 106 districts 
(outside of the cities of Johnstown and Gloversville), and em- 
ployed simultaneously during the past school year 114 teachers. 

The commissioner district has a valuation of $3,457,020. Seven- 
teen districts have a valuation of less than $10,000, thirty dis- 
tricts less than $20,000, thirty-four less than $50,000, eleven less 
than $75,000 and fourteen over $75,000. The strongest district, 
No. 8, of Broadalbin, which includes the village of Broadalbin, 
has an assessed valuation of $218,600. The weakest district, No. 
4, of Caroga, has a valuation of $6,612. Using the town of Johns- 
town for example if the money raised in the town for school pur- 
poses during the past schcol year had been raised by a town tax, 
it would have given a rate of five and one-half mills. District 
No. 16 paid about one and one-half cents, while district No. 6 
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raised their money for the past school year with a one and one- 
half mill rate. By a careful comparison of the 114 commissioner 
districts of the State, I find but nine with a lower valuation than 
Fulton and I earnestly hope that the Legislature this winter will 
give us the township system or a more equitable distribution of 
the public money. : 

It is with earnestness that I recommend the continuance of the 
uniform system of grading common schools. We have the system 
in force in the villages of Mayfield and Broadalbin, and have held 
one examination with good results. During the present school 
year we expect to have regularly conducted examinations in every 
school district of the county. The final examination will be con- 
ducted by a committee, at appointed places in each town, or when 
convenient the commissioner will conduct the examination. 

The institute held at Northville reflects credit on the con- 
ductors and assistants, as it was pronounced by the older class of 
teachers the best ever held in the county. I was very much 
pleased with the good work and hope to have the same efficient 
corps next year. 


GENESEE COUNTY 


Wiriram J. Barr, School Commissioner 
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A live, progressive teachers’ association is a potent factor in 
educational work. In view of the manifest benefits of such an 
association, I suggest that the law be so amended that days so 
occupied, within reasonable restrictions, shall be counted the 
same as time spent at a teachers’ institute. 
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Regulations governing admission to normal schools should be 
so revised as to correspond to the requirements for entrance to 
training classes. Unless this matter shall receive early atten- 
tion the training classes will be regulated out of existence, and 
the normal schools will be clogged with immature material. 
Under present conditions there are no valid reasons why stu- 
dents who are weak in subject matter, and who are thus unpre- 
pared for che professional training, should be received by schools 
established and maintained by the State for the professional 
training of teachers. 

The first effect of the Compulsory Education Law was bene- 
ficial, but as trustees learn that their duties are rather assumed 
than real, and as delinquents find that officials are doubtful as to 
their authority, the opinion is unfortunately gaining ground that 
the law will not be enforced, although it is conceded to be 
right in principle and is strengthened by favorable public senti- 
ment. Some arrangement, such as the appointment of a town 
attendance officer, should be made whereby trustees will not be 
required to assume greatiy increased duties in this connection. 
The impression that the law is expected to regulate itself 
should be removed and the fact established that there is to be a 
judicious but firm enforcement by strong central authority. 

I desire to reaffirm my objection to the recently enacted so- 
called Temperance Instruction Law. It is a blot which should 
speedily be removed from the educational system of New York 
State. 
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Carrs E. Tuomas, School Commissioner 
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Commendable progress has been made during the past year in 
putting schoolhouses into better repair, One new building is 
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being erected in Union Free school district No. 2, Hunter. The 
old school property has been disposed of and a very attractive 
and central site purchased. Smaller improvements have been 
made in many districts; the patent seats are almost universally 
used in this commissioner district; and the schools are fairly well 
equipped. ; 

As there is too much clerical work pertaining to this office, I 
find the time that can be devoted to supervision inadequate to 
perform that duty properly. During the past year I made 113 
official visits, visiting, as nearly as possible, each teacher once. 
The hearty co-operation of parents, teachers, trustees and 
school officers with the school commissioner has done much 
to raise the standard and advance our work during the year. The 
attendance has been much more regular and considerably larger 
the past year than the year before. 

A part of district No: 7, Athens, has been annexed to district 
No. 1, Catskill. District No. 12, Cairo, has been annulled and 
annexed to district No. 8, Athens. I find a great many district 
lines are disputed, and that very few districts have a record of 
their boundaries. 

Last year I suggested that School Law be supplied in the place 
of drawing for second grade certificates. Now, 1 would merely 
suggest that School Law be supplied. I find that drawing is 
growing in favor among teachers and parents. Every change in 
the regulations has been a move the right way. Candidates for 
first grade certificates are rapidly increasing. 
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Hiram Bocarpus, School Commissioner 
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The above statement compares favorably with that of 1894, 
especially as showing an increase in the attendance, due in part, 
no doubt, to the Compulsory School Law, which has received con- 
siderable attention; although its rigid enforcement has been con- 
fined to a few of the larger districts, still the trustees in the rural 
districts are entitled to consideration for their earnest efforts ae 
secure its observance. 

There is also evidence of progress in the much needed repairs 
made to school property during the past year, in which may be 
included the new school building erected in district No. 10, New 
Baltimore, at a cost of about $14,000, which is a model of perfec- 
tion in all its appointments and reflects much credit upon the 
inhabitants of the village. 

In the uniform examinations held the past year, the percentage 
of applicants who have secured certificates has largely increased, 
showing very conclusively that the teaclters are more thoroughly 
qualifying themselves for this work, and I am happy to inform 
you that a sufficient number are now licensed to supply nearly all 
our schools. 

The training class at Greenville Academy, under the instruction 
of Prof. Stewart, is certainly deserving of notice. From a total 
of sixteen members, ten s cured training certificates, ihree regu- 
lar second grade and two third grade. Iregret it was not deemed 
advisable to establish a class there the ensuing year. 


HAMILTON COUNTY 


Gro. A. McCoy, School Commissioner 
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I am pleased to report that the schools of this county are in a 
very prosperous condition and on referring to last year’s report, it 
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will be seen that the number of children attending school during 
the year was increased five per cent. and that the aggregate days’ 
attendance was increased 7,823. 

A new school building of two rooms is being built at Blue 
Mountain Lake, at a cost of over $2.000. A great many of the 
districts during the past year have purchased modern seats, 
charts, dictionaries, etc., and the people of this county are taking 
great interest in their schools. 

At the commencement of the school year I suggested to the 
Department thatinstead of holding the usual institute, I should be 
accompanied, in my visit to the schools, by one of the institute 
conductors; this suggestion was favorably received by the Super- 
intendent and Prof. H. R. Sanford was named as one who should 
come. Ihad written every teacher at the commencement of the 
term, that the professor and myself would call on them in a few 
days. I also wrote the trustee of every district that a repre- 
sentative of the Department would visit their school, and as a 
result when we made the trip, found the schools in a far better 
condition than I had ever found them before, and that the trustees 
had placed the outhouses, etc., in better shape than if they had 
only expected the commissioner. We visited every school in the 
county; held two local institutes of one day each, and I sincerely 
believe that this visit of Prof. Sanford has been of more benefit 
to the schools of this county than any three institutes that have 
ever been held here. Besides saving one week of school in every 
district when the teachers would have been attending institute, 
had we held one, it has saved the teachers their traveling expenses 
to the institute, which in this county averages about ten dollars 
each. Ithink also it has cost the State less than it would to have 
held an institute. As to what Prof. Sanford thinks of the benefit 
attained by his visits, I refer you to his annual report to the 
Department. 
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HERKIMER COUNTY—Firsr District 


O. S. WititaMs, School Commissioner 
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In comparing the work of the year with the previous year, I 
observe that the larger schools are the ones that advance in edu- 
cational lines. Our village schoois are progressive, energetic 
and alive; while the small, weak country district schools plod 
along in about the usual channel. I believe the only way to bet- 
ter their condition is in the township system with a provision for 
conveyance to centrally located schools. 

I have held seven examinations during the year and have 
examined 173 different candidates, of which none passed for 
first grade certificates; forty-five passed for second grade and fif- 
ty-nine for third grade and sixty-nine failed; of those who failed, 
twenty-six were persons who haye held third grade certificates 
and failed to obtain a second grade; sixteen have held second 
grade certificates and failed to obtain another, and twenty-seven 
have never held certificates. 

There has been a substantial improvement in a number of the 
districts in respect to buildings, while three have built entirely 
new schovl buildings. iistrict No. 6, Wilmurt, has built a new 
building at a cost of $3,000 which is an ornament to the district. 
The school buildings are, as a rule, comfortable and are kept in 
proper condition as regards health and decency. 

A teachers’ institute was held at Herkimer the week commence: 
ing March 25, 1895, conducted by Professor Hendrick, assisted 
by Miss Himes, Miss Eggleston and others, which was as profit- 
able to teachers as any I ever attended in this district. 
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Although there were few schools in session at the time, nearly 
all teachers were present, thus showing by their presence and 
attention that they have the spirit of determination to learn how 
to teach more successfully. 
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Exxis D. Etwoon, School Commissioner 
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One of the most beneficial results of the State system of 
examinations is the greater discrimination which school officers 
use in the selection of teachers. The qualities, aside from schol- 
arship, but which are just as essential, are more carefully con- 
sidered. This works in favor of the trained teacher in all cases. 
In this district at present, more than one-fourth of all the teachers 
employed have had normal or collegiate training. On the other 
hand, out of 143 teachers regularly employed, only twenty-two 
are using third grade certificates, and twelve of the twenty-two 
are held by academic graduates. Three others have held higher 
grade certificates. The small number of third grades in use is 
partly due to the fact thai when the schedule of examinations is 
published the commissioners also publish a list of districts for 
which third grade certificates will not be issued, unless the candi- 
dates have had “successful experience or training class work or 
special preparation.” This plan brings the holders of third 
grade certificates in competition with themselves only. Trustees 
in many of the schools designated will secure a teacher with a 
higher grade certificate, and prospective teachers finding that 
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e 
the most desirable schools are not open to them continue in school 
as students longer than they otherwise would. 

The supply of teachers during the past year has been consider- 
ably greater than the demand. This has not worked to the 
advantage of the schools since too many trustees engage the 
cheapest, and consequently better teachers are left without posi- 
tions. Itis one of the discouraging features of a commissioner’s 
work that so many of the trustees annually elected consult him 
about everything except a teacher’s qualifications. As a rule 
they are more ready to consult about the purchase of a flag than 
the hiring of a teacher. Asa result, in this district, there are a 
number of misfits that could have been easily avoided. 
T would suggest that the rules and regulations be so amended 
that at least one-half of the examinations in reading be questions 
furnished by the Department. It also seems desirable that 
American history and civil government form a part of the third 
grade examination, and that the time allowed for each subject be 
fixed and the examination restricted to that time. If one candi- 
date takes on hour for a subject, when another requires three 
hours, and both attain the same standing, the results are not the 
same in an important sense, since the one indicates the important 
quality of readiness and the other the absence of it. 

Ilion Union School and Academy has organized a training class 
under the revised regulations which indicates the importance 
which the work is assuming. If no other school in this vicinity 
receives an appointment, by the co-operation of the board of edu- 
cation, principal and school commissioner, Ilion will have a class 
of twenty-five members. Under the present regulations, it seems 
desirable that a special teacher be employed for the class and that 
the State guarantee enough money to the school to pay the 
teacher. The need of trained teachers is more and more appar- 
ent. If the people are content to employ those who have not been 
trained, the State, because of the great cost of public education, 
must insist that properly trained persons be employed. I trust 
that the influence of the department will be exerted at once to 
extend to all the schools of the State the provisions of chapter 
1031 of the Laws of 1895. 

By the persons best competent to judge, with but few excep- 
tions, the district school system is voted a failure. No pro- 
gressive community would now think of adopting it. Prof. B. A. 
Hinsdale has well said: “The district system of conducting com- 
mon schools rests upon an idea, and proceeds by means of an or- 
ganization that hasnot been preserved by English speaking people 
for any other purpose save the roads. And it would be hard to say 
which are in too many cases the worse managed.” While this 
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may be an exaggeration, from the standpoint of the child, the 
failure is not less since not only hundreds but thousands of ° 
schools have too small an attendance to be called, in any practical 
meaning of the word, schools. No one doubts the principle un- 
derlying the saying that pupils in classes learn as much from their 
associates as from their teachers. The element of competition 
is as important in school work as in business. Applying it in 
school organization, a school of forty will be ten times as much 
of a school for the child as one with four pupils. 

The township system seems to be the only remedy for our ills, 
and the only plan which will give rural communities the ad- 
vantages which the children so much need. The plan should 
make provisions for the election of trustees on a ballot on which 
only the names of candidates for school officers occur. The 
power of school authorities to transport children to and from 
centrally iocated schools should also be given. Partisan politics 
and schools have no more in common than Church and State. The 
- eommon school of to-day would be very much in advance of itself 
had not partisan politics been an important feature in the one 
item of supervision. 

The kindergarten established in November, 1894, by the school 
authorities of Ilion, has taken a strong hold on the people and 
can not be easily disturbed. 

The increased attendance of this year over the preceding is due 
to the greater interest of the pupils in the schools and the partial 
enforcement of the Compulsory Law. 

The graded institute recently held created greater interest than 
any institute of recent years. Teachers who have always ad- 
’ versely criticised the institutes are now loyal supporters. 
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JEFFERSON COUNTY — Frrest Disreicr 


E. N. McKintry, School Commissioner 
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In my first report of the condition of the schools of the first com- 
missioner district I have no hesitation in saying that I think the 
schools in this district are steadily progressing. I find by com- 
parison with last year’s report, that 108 more pupils have been 
registered during this year, making a gain in aggregate day’s 
attendance of 15,500. This can be attributed mainly to the Com- 
pulsory Education Law. 

The teaching force is slowly becoming more efficient through 
the agency of the uniform examinations, teachers’ training 
classes and teachers’ institutes, also the many hints obtained from 
their educational papers. 

During the year many needed improvements have been made. 
One large addition has been added for another department at 
Black River and new furniture has been placed in many of the 
rural districts. Still, there is a chance for far more of this work 
as many of the schoolhouses in the country are in poor condition 
and need new furniture. There has been a tendency to improve 
the sites by enlarging and cleaning them. Arbor Day creates 
an interest in this, and was generally observed. 

Our institute was held at Adams, April 15-19. It was under 
the efficient charge of Conductor A, 8. Downing and Dr. H. R. 
Sanford, ably assisted by Prof. D. L. Bardwell, of the Cortland 
Normal, Mrs. B. Ellen Burke and Miss Florence Himes. The 
registration was 165 and the attendance nea rly perfect. It was 
pronounced by aJl the best ever held in the district. In my visita- 
tions afterwards che effect of such work could be seen in nearly 
every school. Iam sure it created a desire for far more profes. 
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sional training and in consequence I have thirteen attending the 
normal schools from this district. ° 

The advancing of the requirements for a third grade certificate 
was a move in the right direction. It has had a tendency to give 
us a better prepared class of teachers, and the issuing for one 
year for a particular school causes teachers to remain longer in 
the same district, a benefit plainly visible. Drawing is becom- 
ing a less objectionable feature in examinations and some are 
using it with good results in their schools, although the majority 
arenot. It seems advisable to me for the Department to furnish 
something along the lines of an examination in reading. This 
seems a very important subject with little or no attention given it. 
1 have given four examinations in it, but until the Department 
takes it and makes it general, little can be accomplished. 
Six professional training class certificates have been issued, 
also two first grade certificates, but the majority of my teachers 
are still third grade teachers. The low wages paid is a poor 
incentive for professional training, therefore they drop from the 
ranks and seek employment elsewhere. 

One great evil I find in the rural districts is the lack of uni- 
formity of text-books and the lack of blackboard space. Many 
schools have no dictionary. Most all my schools are provided 
with charts and maps of world, state and county. 
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J. F. La Roz, School Commissioner 
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The uniform system is working very satisfactorily. There is 
a sufficient number of qualified teachers to fill the schools. 
Drawing is not taught to any extent in the rural schools. 
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The Compulsory Education Law has been pretty thoroughly 
enforced in the Union Free School districts and partially so in 
the common school districts. The enforcement of the same has led 
to-a more regular attendance and a slightly increased registration. 

Asa rule the Flag Law has been received in a patriotic spirit 
and I believe that a majority of districts will cheerfully comply 
with the same. 

There is great need of an equalization of school districts. The 
work of defining boundaries, etc., should not be a duty of school 
commissioners, but should be done by a town board. 
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R. S. Crark, School Commissioner 
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As a teaching force we feel that the working educational spirit 
of this commissioner district is keeping pace with the educational 
advancement of our day. Many of our schools are attaining re- 
sults in which we have a just pride, while all, with few exceptions, 
are doing work deserving of credit. 

A great deal has been done in the line of repairing school build- 
ings. New schoolhouses, modern in every respect, have been 
built at Clayton and Lafargeville during the past season. By 
vote of district, Cape Vincent graded school is to become a union 
free school in the near future. 

Perhaps our greatest drawback has been caused by shortage 
of experienced teachers. Too many of our rural districts desire 
to employ teachers at an expense of little more than the public 
money apportioned said districts, thus abusing State aid. This 
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is encouraged by the active competition over schools carried on 
by the younger class of teachers directly after the annual district 
meeting. Teachers who have spent time and effort in prepara- 
tion cannot afford to compete with the above class on a basis of 
salary alone, and as a consequence become discouraged and drop 
out of the work. It would seem that a partial remedy will be 
found when State aid is made conditional with effort put forth 
by district. 


KINGS COUNTY 


Frep. C. DeMunn, School Commissioner 
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As compared with the reports of my fellow commissioners, that 
of Kings county seems too meagre to command any recognition, 
but as a farewell message before the county is entirely enveloped 
by the city of Brooklyn, I would like to commend the exertions 
made by both teachers and trustees. So successful have been 
their efforts that only favorable criticism has been given by those 
who are about to assume the jurisdiction of the schools. 

I wish to extend my grateful acknowledgments to the De- 
partment for the assistance Which has aided me so materially 
in my work. 

Jnustead of leaving my schools, I find them gradually leaving 
me, and in my loneliness I fail to discover. consolation even in 
the distinctive honor of being the last school commissioner of 
Kings county. 
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- Cuaries D. Hiri, School Commissioner 
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The schools in my district are generally in good condition, but 
uot so good that there is no chance for improvement. The ma- 
jovity of my teachers are a progressive, painstaking class, who 
are willing to work, and work hard, to improve the schools. 

Two new schoolhouses have been built this year. In each 
case sufficient blackboard has been provided. I advocate put- 
ting blackboard on at least three sides of the schoolroom, down 
twenty inches from the floor, and four feet wide. One board 
should reach clear across the room, being broken by no windows 
or doors. 

While commending in general the workings of the uniform ex- 
aminations, yet I believe some changes in its rules should be 
made. I believe that every certificate should be good until the end 
of the school year, thus doing away with the necessity of giving 
temporary licenses to finish a term. I believe that the term of 
second grade certificates should be lengthened to at least three 
years. J also believe that a premium should be placed, on good 
teaching, by allowing certificates of teachers doing first-class 
work to be renewed without re-examination, 
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LEWIS COUNTY—Seconp Disrricr 


Lewis A. Twintina, School Commissioner 
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{ respectfully submit my second annual report of the condition 
ot the public schools of the second commissioner district of Lewis 
county for the school year of 1894-95. 

‘The schools under my supervision are advancing in the right 
direction. The work done by school officers and teachers the 
past year in general has been very good. The teachers are pains- 
taking and earnest in their work. The teaching force is grow- 
ing more efficient in the rural schools, due largely, I think, to our 
present system of uniform examinations, the development of the 
work done by the teachers traiming classes, the improvement in 
our teachers’ institutes, the increased interest in teachers’ asso- 
ciations, and the more general reading of educational periodicals. 

Duiing the past year teachers’ training classes have been very 
ably conducted at the Lowville Academy and Copenhagen 
Union School. 

There has been an encouraging growth of interest on the part 
of irustees and residents of the school districts to improve their 
school property. Barnes Corners (district No. 1, town of Pinck- 
ney), has erected a new building with two departments, which 
will mark a new epoch in the educational progress of that place. 
Districts No. 4 Harrisburgh, No. 6 Watson, and No. 6 New 
Bremen, have erected new schoolhouses and equipped them with 
new and modern furniture. Many other districts have added 
new seats, charts and other school apparatus. 

The teachers’ institute for the second district was held at Low- 
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ville }}ecember 10-14. It was conducted by Professor I. H. Stout, 
assisted by Dr. E. A. Sheldon, Superintendent Geo. Griffith, Pro- 
fessor L. E. Rowley, Miss Florence B. Himes‘and Mrs. B. Ellen 
Jurke. Frois what I have observed in visiting schools, I believe 
it was more profitable than former institutes, the work being of 
a more praciical character, and not so crowded as heretofore, 
The class 2xercises to illustrate method were especially helpful. 
The Lewis County Teachers’ Association met at Glendale in 
January and Lyons Falls in June. Both meetings were well at- 
tended and some excellent papers presented. 
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J. D. Sutiivan, School Commissioner 
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It will be seen by the above statistical report that 123 official 
visits were made during the year. A severe and protracted 
illness tasting three months made it impossible for us to do our 
full work in visitation, 

A {eachers’ institute was held in Caledonia, November 12-16, 
1894. In the arrangement of this institute we had laid our 
plans with much t:bor and care to make it the best session we 
had yct held. But subsequent events entirely beyond our con- 
trol seemed to conspire to defeat us. On the first night, fire de- 
stroyed part of the business portion of the village, including the 
opera hall in which we were holding our sessions. Thus driven 
into the streets we took such accommodations as we could find. 
Then, too, some of cur local help unavoidably failed to keep their 
engagements, leaving a large amount of extra work to be done by 
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the conductor. And with all the commissioner was too ill to 
look after the details of the work, or in any way be of much sery. 
ice or comfort to the conductor. Yet Mr. McLachlan was not 
discouraged. He seemed conscious that the State had invested 
#300 a day in that institute, and that he was expected to make it 
worth the money—eyven agains! fire or any-other opposition, and 
hedidit. He simply gave usa great week’s work. Dr. Schmitz 
Ee the Geneseo Normal School and Miss Himes did excellert work 
also. 

Our Teachers’ Association maintained its good record in a 
two days’ meeting at Livonia. Prizes to the amount of $34 were 
given for the best exhibits of school work from one and two-de- 
partment schools. In these contests children, teachers and par- 
ents took great interest, and the exhibit, which was large. and of 
much variety, possessed real merit. It was a credit to teachers 
and pupils, and we were proud of it. Inspector Scudder, Regents’ 
Department, Superintendent Norris, Canandaigua, and Commis- 
sioner Case of Ontario rendered the association valuable assist- 
ance. 

While one year ago we were troubled to find a sufficient num- 
ber of teachers to supply our schools, this year we have a sur- 
plus, especially of the third grade class, and usually this class 
are in ready demand, and are employed, because they work for 
low wages. Asa result, we have at this time a number of excel- 
lent second grade teachers and even normal graduates who are 
without schools. With a view to correct this condition of things 
we are requiring for third grade certificates the same subjects 
required by the Department for second grades, except drawing. 
In this connection let me ask why not make second grade cer- 
tificates good for three years, as intimated last year, and then 
limit the number of second grade certificates to the same person 
to two or possibly three? This would give the candidate six or 
nine years in which to earn a first grade license. Many teachers 
who will never rise above the rank of a second grade teacher un- 
der our present regulations could and would fit themselves for a 
first grade examinatien if regulations were so changed as to re 
quire it. Such a regulation would both attract and propel the 
enterprising teacher to higher attainments, shut out the drone 
and at the same time leave us teachers enough for the schools. 

An excellent school buiiding in district No. 2, Avon, was de- 
stroyed by fire. But inside of thirty days a better one, up to 
date in modern improvements, was in its place and school in ses- 
sion as usual. Several other schoolhouses have been repaired 
and made more attractive by new paint. New and im- 
proved school furniture, charts, globes and American flags 
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placed in some schools needing. them very much, are 
mentioned with much satisfaction. Yet there is great discour- 
agement in the reflection that all we have accomplished during 
the past five years in the improvement of our district school prop- 
erties is but small compared to what must yet be done in order 
to make the average rurel school building and its surroundings 
a suitable place in which to train our children for citizenship and 
life. 
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S. L. Wurrrock, School Commissioner 
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The work of the past year has been attended with unusual diffi- 
culties in consequence of an unparalleled scarcity of teachers 
throughout the entire commissioner district, Comparatively 
few of the rural districts were able to open their schools at the 
proper time, and, in consequence, the attainment of anything like 
substantially uniform results in the various portions of the dis- 
trict could not rationally be expected. Many of our best teach- 
ers, correctly interpreting the signs of the times, temporarily 
withdrew from their accustomed fields of labor to attain a better 
preparation for their work at our normal schools. Their places 
were, in many cases, taken by comparatively inexperienced teach- 
ers. Although they strove to do their work faithfully and well, 
it is scarcely necessary to add that energy and zeal alone are not 
always a satisfactory substitute for the teachings of experience. 
Notwithstanding these :nfavorable circumstances the work of 
the teachers during the year, has, in general, been well done. Our 
teachers, as a body, are thorough, conscientious workers.  Oc- 
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easionally a “time killer’ has found a place in their ranks, but 
such cases are exceptional. Indications of professional spirit, 
and of commendable professional pride, are everywhere apparent. 

Much of this is attributable to the teachers’ institute 
which was held at Mount Morris, early in the year. This was 
pre-eminently a “teachers’”’ institute, attended by nearly every 
teacher in the entire district. The institute corps of instructors 
and their assistants, comprising some of the most prominent edu- 
cators of the day, did a glorious work, and aroused a degree of 
zeal and inierest in educational matters the results of which have 
been made manifest throughout the entire district. In this con- 
nection too much praise cannot be given to the official board, the 
teachers and the citizens of Mount Morris generally for their un- 
bounded hospitality, and ihe magnificent reception given to the 
members of the institute. 

While the number of scholars attending the schools in the rural 
districts is but slightly larger than that reported last year, there 
has been a decided increase in the aggregate number of days of 
attendance. This increase in attendance is extremely gratifying 
as an indication of a growing interest in the improvements of the 
district school, in view of the fact that so many of its better 
class of scholars are constantly leaving it to avail themselves of 
the higher educational advantages afforded by the union schools. 
The tendency of the times seems to be in the direction of concen- 
tration. Unless something can be done to improve and extend 
the general scope and efficiency of the district schools, such 
schools, except in mere matter of organization, will soon exist 
only in history. It is earnestly to be desired that the “township 
system” or something better, may soon be brought into requisition 
to remedy this state of things, and restore the district school to 
its normal condition of importance and usefulness. 

The system of “uniform examinations,” though by no means 
perfect in application, is a decided advance in the line of improve- 
ment. The standard of qualifications for teachers is gradually 
being raised, and they are beginning to realize that the require- 
ments of the system are practical rather than theoretical. They 
understand that an examination means something, and are care- 
fully preparing to meet its demands. 

The training classes, under the organization of the last year, 
have done thoroughly good work, as evidenced by the fact that 
a fair percentage of the members of the classes completed the 
course, earned their certificates, and are now enthusiastic mem- 
bers of their chosen profession. The training class course in- 
cludes many important features of the normal school, and its im- 
portance in the system of professional education can scarcely be 
overestimated. 
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The commissioner’s graded course has been introduced into a 
large number of the schools of the district, with decidedly bene- 
ficial results both to teacbers and scholars. It has stimulated 
a better attendance and developed in many of the schools an in- 
terest in study hitherto unknown. It has given teachers a bet- 
ter knowledge of the natural order of instruction and develop- 
ment, and has enabled them to lay the foundation of a broader 
and more symmetrical system of education, Wherever it has 
been introduced, the teachers have manifested for its success a 
degree of zeal and energy which augurs good results in the fu- 
ture. 

The Compulsory Atten:lance Law has been fairly well observed 
and quite a number of scholars have thereby been added to the 
schools. Additional legislation, however, seems to be necessary 
to secure the enforcement of the law and the attainment of the 
results which its originators had in view. If supported by an 
enlightened public sentiment, its enforcement will be practicable 
and productive of beneficial results. 

The union schools are the educational centers and strongholds 
of the districts. The numbers of scholars enrolled and the aver- 
age attendance are rapidly increasing, and it has been found nec- 
essary to supply additional rooms and seating capacity for their 
accommodation. Under their present management, these schools 
cannot fail to do excellent work. 

No new schoolhouses have been built in the district, but exten- 
sive repairs have been made in several of the buildings. A new 
room has been added to the Dalton Union School building. New 
seats, floors and roofs, where necessary, have been supplied in 
other districts. Occasionally a coat of paint, applied to some of 
the older buildings, has sufficed, like the mantle of charity, to 
hide a multitude of the sins of former generations. 

Arbor Day was very generally observed, and an unusually 
large number of trees, flowers and shrubs were planted. 

A teachers’ association has been organized in this district and 
two very pleasant and profitable meetings were held during the 
year. 
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In submitting this my eighth annual report to the Department 
of Public fnstruction I find but little to add to those previously 
rendered. I have, however, no hesitation in saying that during 
the past year greater advancement has been made in some re- 
spects than in any recent one. This increased efficiency is due 
in a measure to greater interest on the part of trustees and a 
disposition manifested by the taxpayers to be more liberal in 
their appropriations for needed repairs, and providing better fa- 
cilities for teaching. 

Prominent among the many improvements in the school prop- 
erty may be mentioned the extensive repairs made in the union 
school buildings at Earlville and Morrisville. 

The Compulsory Law has already had salutary effect on both 
the truant child and the indifferent parent. The average daily 
attendance for the past year in this commissioner district was 
fifty-six higher than it was the year before. 
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L. A. Parxuorst, School Commissioner 
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The condition of the schools of this district continues about 
the same as last year. With one or two exceptions the school 
property is very comfortable and convenient for the pupils; and 
in some instances important changes have been made. District 
No. 1, town of Stockbridge has erected a fine new school building 
at a cost of about $4,000; and changed from a common to a union 
free school district. Other districts have made, and are 
making, changes and improvements for the health and 
comfort of the pupils. There are also two instances where 
several common school districts are agitating the question 
of uniting and forming union free school districts, and 
it is to be hoped this will be done. Side by side with 
the improvement in buildings I believe there is an improvement 
in methods of teaching which is tending, slowly but surely, to in- 
crease the value of the country schools as an institution of learn- 
ing and development. 

But there are still other things that can and should be done to 
enhance the value of the common schools to the common people. 
Chief among them which { will mention is uniform text-books 
for at least a county, and supplied by each town. Iam of the 
opinion that a law should be passed by our legislators authorizing 
“boards of supervisors” in each county to add to the tax abstract 
of each town in the county a sum sufficient to purchase uniform 
text-books for the schools of the county. It should further pro- 
vide for a county school board of at least five (5) leading men 
and educators of the county, for the purpose of determining what 
books should be used in the county, also recommending to the 
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board of supervisors what sum of money would be necessary to 
purchase books for each Lown; and to have control of such other 
matters as affect the schools of the county as a whole. 

~ This report must necessarily be too brief to admit of my dis- 
cussing the reasons which to me makes such a law necessary; but 
I believe they will suggest themselves to the mind of those hav- 
ing had experience in the country schools. I would again earnest- 
ly call your attention to the advisability of raising the minimum 
age limit for teachers from 16 to 18 years. It often works 
Serious injury to the one who leaves school at that age to 
teach, when, if they could not teach they would stay that time in 
preparing for teaching. 

Free training Classes were instructed in this district the past 
year, one at Cazenovia Seminary by Miss Katharine Kellas; one 
at Oneida Academy by Miss Jennie Housley, and one at Yates 
Academy at Chittenango by Miss Ella Robinson. Good 
work was done, as evidenced by six out of a membership 
of thirteen in Miss Housleys’ class obtaining professional certifi- 
cates, and one a third grade license. Three out of a membership 
of ten in Miss Kellas’ class obtained their professional certificates 
and three a third grade license; and one out of a membership of 
nine in Miss Robinson’s class obtaining a professional certificate, 
making in all a membership of thirty-two, of which ten received 
professional certificates, and four a ihird grade license. 

Our institute, conducted by A. S. Downing, last October, did 
much to help and encourage the teachers of this district to do 
better work during the year. 
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During the past year 1 have visited all departments in my 
schools and in most instances have found the teachers doing ef- 
fective work. In some scnools the mistaken idea of economy has 
wasted the district money by engaging teachers corresponding 
to the low wages paid. 

No new schoolhouses have been built this year, put three dis- 
tricts have made substantial repairs, and one voted to build a new 
four-room building. 

A very successful institute was held at Honeoye Falls, con- 
ducted by A. S. Downing, assisted by Mrs. Mary L. Eastman, of 
Cortland Normal School, and Dr. James M. Milne, of Oneonta 
Normal School. 

The teachers sustain a flourishing association, which held a two 
days’ session at Webster in May, at which more than three-fourths 
of the teachers were present. It is congue on business prin- 
ciples, and is therefore a success. 

The graded course of study has been placed in nearly all the 
schools, and in the hands of progressive teachers has been of great 
assistance and promises to be a long way in advance of the lack 
of system prevalent before its adoption. I have issued twelve 
diplomas under this course. 
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There has been advancement all along the line in this commis- 
sioner district. A new site has been purchased and a fine brick 
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building is being constructed in the village of Churchville. At 
Charlotte an addition has been built at an expense of $7,000, and 
two more teachers have been employed. Schoolhouses have 
been repaired and painted and while many of them are not of 
modern architecture they are in good condition and comfcrtable. 

Union schools have been established in Churchville and Spen- 
cerport. Noschool has been kept in district No. 9, Sweden, from 
lack of pupils. Of the 116 schools maintained, 92 have flags, 86 
dictionaries and 91 librar‘es. 

The number attending school is 63 more than a year ago, and 
the aggregate attendance 15,250 greater. Five years ago there 
were 5,487 pupils registered, and the aggregate attendance was 
521,872. The past year 5,403 pupils were registered and the ag- 
gregate attendance was 555,756; a decrease of 84 in number and 
an increase of 48,884 in aggregate attendance. During the last 
five years the number of children registered each year has not 
increased, but there has been great improvement in the attend- 
ance. 

During the past year tiie average salary was $317.50, the av- 
erage term 175.5 days, the average number of pupils registered 
per teacher 30.8, and the average daily attendance 22.4. 

In 1892 I reported 142 teachers employed, forty-two of whom 
held normal diplomas, eleven first grade certificates, fifty-eight 
second grade, and thirty one third grade. Now 146 teachers are 
employed, seventy-one holding normal diplomas, twelve first 
grade certificates, three training-class, forty-seven second grade, 
twelve third grade, and one a temporary license. Those holding 
third grade certificates have all passed the second grade exam- 
ination in American history, civil government and drawing, and 
a written examination in reading. 
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J. H. Wermann, School Commissioner 


. os tH 1 ' oH mb n 
rae Sto Sot all oe sleet 3 =3 ey {2 
i) 2°82 Bb a ame fa =| oP as SS 
St plig © H a? 8 A Ss 3 
BES ° om D 2 Ss Bo = Rites 
ag|e mb la 8 o =) a) 3S as sa S 
Biv. |aaies S'S 2 52 2 wo 
TOWNS |SSitg jssias |= 8) 33 a3 woe oe Br 
IN ss ahH|o_|5 od S) Bed mee Bb 4 
pistrict |£a\aslneiag | £8 | 2 =e hae oo |e 
S2(522/952/,5'3| BSS 6s Zid gg By 28 
Belagzlsulosa| Gea | 2% g Bos ca |g 
mo} S| 8.0 aaeo oo ma Q q A gs 5 
ZalPPalSaicoal wea aa a HAS g 
aia |a - |4 > 4 < 4 A 
ee Be Le 
Amsterdam....| 11 3 | 15 693 | 81.306 | $12 400 | $2,021,487 $2.154 17 $7,875 69 7 
Canajoharie ...| 14 11 | 24 844 | 106.288 | 42,325 1 230,679 2,958 98 | 12, 579a 25 ek 
Charleston .-..| 10 8 | 10 226 | 17.385 5,350 | 575,229 1 153 65 2,356 24 
Florida... .-~ 5. DCA ey SM fal Ie 489 | 50,884 8,500) 1 214,585 2.570 43 3,829 95 26 
Glenn ee sess 9 14 | 13 528 | 58,381 | 20.300) 1,607,554 | 1,621 91 4,393 90 jee 
Minden........ 17 18 | 27 943 | 111.708 | 30,560! 2,530,212 2,164 24 9.101 77 13 
Mohawk ...---- 10 17 | 15 662 | 73,203 | 20,800 2.340,187 3 503 82 6,437 13 6 
Palatine .~... ..« 11 9 | 16 600 | 63,803 | 19,650 2,330,297 1.993 73 6,556 47 6 
ROOtscia. eee 14 13 | 14 391 | 36,643 | 10,000 1.143,114 | 1 630 23 | 3,075 oe) 27 
St. Johnsville..| 4 5 | 10 529 | 62,114 7,685 1,281,502 | 1,331 79 3,947 15 2 
(CHriy ay Gcitctin ors slmees Vsteoelll oak leeekseal| eeones So) foceeess | ester sos A Prey cite Ea Es PPS 3 
Bal. LibraMney| <= | s22-, |) <= |} eeee= |) =<==-05| =e e= NW Peers er | 189° 24 )| Cee eee 
Totaly. <<.) 112 98 |157 | 5.905 | 661,715 \$177,570 $16,274,256 | $28,854 13 | $60,153 18 | 115 


The ereatest single imorovement in the educational affairs of 
Montgomery county duriag the past year was the consolidation 
of all the districts and parts of districts within the city of Am- 
sterdam into one city school system. 

St. Johnsville is erecting a substantial two-story brick school 
building with four school-rooms on the first floor, and a large as- 
sembly room above. District No. 8, in the town of Charleston, 
has built-a new frame schoolhouse in place of the one which was 
burned. 

The Compulsory Education Law has met with general favor in 
this county, and we have had but one prosecution for its evasion. 

Onr teachers’ training classes at Canajoharie and St. Johnsville 
were well conducted; but only four training-class certificates were 
issued to the members of both classes. 

We had an enthusiastic institute with Professors Sanford and 
Downing as conductors, and Miss Eggleston and Miss Rice as as- 
sistants. 

The three meetings of onr Tri-County Educational Council and 
the three meetings of our Montgomery County Teachers’ Associ- 
ation were well attended, enjoyable and profitable. 

Fourteen students entered normal schools from this county and 
two received Cornell scholarships. Five passed the first grade 
teachers’ examinations, thirty-six the second grade and seventy- 
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one the third grade. We require third grade candidates to pass 
a special examination in “Page’s Theory and Practice of Teach- 
ing” and the “Regulations Concerning Uniform Examinations” 
in addition to the State requirements, 
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The schools of this district have made some improvements dur- 
ing the year. The teaching force has been increased in North 
Tonawanda and Middleport, by adding an extra teacher, and Gas- 
port has voted to build an annex and have an extra teacher. We 
have a good supply of teachers from Lockport Union School,North 
Tonawanda and Middleport High Schools, as well as a few grad- 
uates from the normal schools. Our institute, under the con- 
trol of Conductor McLachian, in January, 1895, was one of the 
best this district has ever had. Miss Rice gave instruction in 
drawing, and every teacher present’ was benefited more than 
can be expressed here. The work of Miss Eggleston, and 
the talks she gave the teachers, should be lasting and inspiring. 
Its effect was noticeable in our schovls. We are in favor of uni- 
form text-books, and hope the time will come when such a state of 
affairs will exist. There is no need of a person’s changing books 
when they move from one district to another. 

Some of our districts are talking of building new schoolhouses 
and I think in the near future we shail have several. 

The law requiring the United States flag to be displayed near 
the schoolhouse is being complied with. 

Our districts are raising more money this year than ever for 
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library purposes, and the appropriation from the State will all be 


used. z 
We think there should be some provision by which the Compul- 
sory Education Law can be enforced in the rural districts more 


satisfactorily than at present. 
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Rost. G. Woons, School Commissioner 
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A comparison of the above exhibit with that of last year’s reveals 
an increase in school registration of 76, and in aggregate days’ at- 
tendance of 17,732. I am of the opinion that a portion of the 
increased attendance is attributable to the passage_of the Com- 
pulsory Education Law, aithough no determined effort has been 
made to enforce the same in this district. 

Since my last annual report, I have made 205 official visits, and 
am satisfied that the schools are in a fairly prosperous condition, 
but I am unable to report any remarkable progress. The teach- 
ers and pupils are moving along much the same, I presume, as 
in other sections. I am convinced that we have too many weak 
school districts. In one town (Somerset) are four adjoining dis- 
tricts, with an aggregate enrollment of thirty-two pupils, an av- 
erage of eight to each district. These districts should be con- 
solidated, but owing to the location of highways, this is imprac- 
licable unless arrangements are made to carry the children to 
and from school. Another difficulty encountered in our school 
system is unequai taxation; e. g., district No. 6, Lewiston, with an 
assessed valuation of $172,000 employs a teacher at $5 per week, 
while district No. 10, adjoining, pays $8 per week on $76,000 valu- 
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ation. Again, district No. 1, Niagara, with an assessed valua- 
tion of $59,240 pays $7 per week, while district No. 2 pays $6 per 
week and has an assessed valuation of $248,800, the rate of 
taxation being five times as high in district No. 1 as in No. 2. 
Kyvidently some remedy should be applied, and I believe it is 
in the township system. 

Schoolhouses are generally in fair condition. There are a few 
old houses that should be replaced with new ones, while some 
others should be repaired and reseated. During the past 
year a number of districts have purchased new seats which adds 
much to the comfort and convenience of the pupils. I believe 
that a considerable number of buildings will be repaired and re- 
seated this year. 

The graded course of study has been supplied to every school 
in this district. Questions were sent to the several districts in 
February and June. Accompanying the questions was a circu- 
lar notice of instructions. 

The institute, under the efficient management of Conductor 
Hendrick, assisted by Professor Maycock and Miss Eggleston of 
Buffalo. was held in the union school building at Wilson, com- 
mencing November 19, and continuing five days. That it wasa 
success, those who have bcen fortunate enough to listen to these 
competent instructors can readily understand. The regis- 
iration and attendance were very satisfactory, showing an 
merease of eight in registration and of twelve in the aver- 
age attendance over the institutes of the previous year. Our 
next institute will undoubtedly be held at Niagara Falls, as the 
board of education has offered to close the city schools and unite 
with us in a so-called “graded institute.” 

I think it would be an advantage to our schools if the school 
law were so amended that the trustees could not engage a teacher 
for a shorter period than the school year, except for the purpose 
of filling a vacancy. This continual changing of teachers every 
ten or twelve weeks is detrimental to the pupils. One ordinary 
teacher remaining in the school for a year will do more for the 
advancement of the pupils than three superior teachers employed 
for ten or twelve weeks each. 
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During the past year in this commissioner district improve- 
ments have been made along various lines pertaining to the 
schools. The best of harmony exists, and we are working with 
the one object in view—good citizenship. 

Some of the schools have been newly painted and comfortably 
furnished, thereby lending much to their attractiveness. The 
school in district No. 7, town of Deerfield, burned July 5, and 
now a new building is being erected. District No. 11, in the town 
of New Hartford, has found it necessary to finish off an unfinished 
100m and add another teacher to its corps. During the past year 
the Oriskany Union School was admitted to the University of the 
State, and, under the efficient principalship of Professor R. W. 
Hufman, and his able assistants, is making rapid advancement. 
This district alone raised $200 last year for library purposes, and 
has already appropriated $50 more for the same purpose for next 
year. 

The teachers’ training class, conducted at Whitesboro, under 
the supervision of Professor W. D. Lewis and Miss Julia A. Doyle, 
did good work, and we regret that we are obliged to discontinue 
said class. 

Every one in this district is in sympathy with and approves of 
the enactment of the Compulsory Education Law. Trustees and 
boards of education have strenuously worked for its enforcement, 
but all are not satisfied with the results. The trustees of com- 
mon school districts complain bitterly of the amount of time it 
takes from their own work, and of the unpleasantness and en- 
mity that it occasions. Iam of the opinion that the enforce- 
ment of this important measure should be placed in other hands, 
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such as town truant officers, to make it effectual and prevent fur- 
ther displeasure and trouble. 

The institute held at Whitesboro, and conducted by Professor 
McLachlan, was a marked success, and was pronounced the best 
that had ever been held in this county. We were honored at our 
institute by the presence of our esteemed superintendent, Hon. 
Chas. R. Skinner, also by Dr. Stowell of Potsdam and Mr. Finegan 
of the State Department. 

During the past scholastic year we have had ninety-seven dif- 
ferent teachers teaching in this commissioner district. Of this 
number ten were normal graduates, one held a State certificate, 
ten first grade, fifty-seven second grade, fifteen third grade, and 
four temporary licenses. This isa better report than could have 
been presented last year. The issuance of temporary licenses I 
have discouraged and have made application for the same only 
when it was absolutely necessary. The coming year I hope to 
have none issued for this commissioner district. Of the seven 
examinations conducted by me I submit the following report: 
Two hundred and seven diferent candidates have been examined. 
As a result, three first grade certificates have been issued, forty- 
five passed for a second and twenty-one for a third, and one hun- 
dred and thirty-eight failed to obtain any grade. 
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F. P. Petree, School Commissioner 
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The schools of this district are in a prosperous condition. That 
is an easy statement to make, and is the one usually employed, as 
it is very broad and very general. It expresses, however, with 
reasonable fairness, the condition of the schools. 
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In the town of Augusta the leading school is at Oriskany Falls. 
A corps of good teachers have well cared for the large number ol 
‘scholars, and have propciJy met the demand of the community. 
in the schools at Ixnoxboro, Augusta Center and in the locality 
known as Newell’s Corners excellent work has been done. ‘Ihe 
same can truthfuily be said of a number of the smaller schools, 
und with one or two excepiions all have been satisfactorily man- 
aged, and have been a credit. to their respective trustees and 
boards of education. The reason for not including every school 
of the town in the statement rests primarily with trustees who 
were incompetent to execute so small a public trust as that given 
them without using the position for their own profit. 

In the town of Bridgewater each school was up to the standard 
of the preceding year, and in two instances, e. g., North Bridge- 
water and the Clark district, the work accomplished is worthy of 
special note. A generai tone of healthy condition could be re- 
ported for each school of the town were it not for the one at 
Bridgewater village, where politics and religion have been al- 

lowed to take too great a part in the policy of the management. 
’ The town of Marshall, taken as a whole, has splendid coun- 
try schools. Many had few scholars, but all were particularly 
fortunate in having good teachers. The village school at Deans- 
boro is surely a model one and cannot be otherwise if the pres- 
ent grade of teachers is continued. A larger building is already 
needed and must come in the near fuiure. Paris has made great 
strides in the direction of better schools. Poor seats and poor 
buildings have not prevented the maintenance of well-disci- 
plined and well-conducted schools. The old academy at 
Saquoit will be reopened as a graded school, and will, it is 
believed, fill a long standing need of that part of the town. 
Sangerfield is unfortunate in being a hop-growing town. The 
poor returns from the crop for two years has had a most disas- 
trous effect upon the schools. At Sangerfield Center the large 
school is obliged to go without proper accommodations. Other 
districts are equally affected and are without things which I am 
either unable to force the districts to provide or which would 
cause unreasonable expenditures at this time if the law were 
strictly enforced. The schools of Westmoreland are supported 
by a liberal and broad-minded class of people. In West- 
moreland village there should be another and third department. 
Kirkland and Vernon have large, well managed and vigorous 
schools. all in excellent condition, and so conducted as to meet 
general approval. These towns are wealthy and they have good 
teachers, whom they pay well and by whom good service is ren- 
dered. I have arrived at the above general conclusions from what 
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J have seen on 112 official visits, and innumerable informal ones, 
to the schools and inhabitants. In almost all of them the commis- 
sioners’ graded system is used. The close application of this 
system has worked marvelous changes in many districts, and it 
makes the schools which use it thoroughly stand head and shoul- 
ders above those which substitute for it or do not closely adhere 
to the regulations. 

The Compulsory Eduzation Law has no effect in the 
country. Trustees do not like to get into any sort of 
legal difficulty with neighbors, and rather than do so they will- 
ingly place themselves in position for removal from an office 
which at best is a thankless one. I would have gladly acted as 
truancy officer in a general way, becoming the complainant my- 
self, but was not allowed to do so. The salvation of the meas. 
ure, I believe, is in making it a duty of a school commissioner to 
become a complainant against a person in loco parentis who fails 
to comply with the law. 

The most discouraging feature of the work is the ease with 
which grossly incompetent teachers can impose upon unsuspect- 
ing trustees and secure good positions. There seems to be no 
way to shut them out hereafter or to guard against old offenders. 
Money is all they want. The more terms they teach the greater 
recommendation for a new position. Fora remedy for this evil 
I refer to my last annual report. Public sentiment will keep up 
fairly good schools, but with more extended power commission- 
ers can make much better schools than we have at present. 
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S. L. Harvie, School Commvissioner 
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I note in many of the schools in this district a decided improve- 
ment over last year, not alone in quality of work done, but in at- 
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tendance. This, of course, is due to the Compulsory Law. I 
believe another year will show still greater improvement along 
this line. 

We have had, with few exceptions, a corps of good teachers this 
year. The weaker teachers are gradually dropping out, and it 
has been hard at times to provide teachers for all of the schools. 
This year two new school buildings have been erected and several 
old ones repaired. 

A union school was formed in the town of Verona by consoli- 
dating districts 1 and 28. A fine building, with three depart- 
ments has been erected, and they are prepared to do good work 
the coming year under the leadership of Professor W. X. Crider, 
late Superintendent of Schools in Iowa. 

About one-fourth of the schools have purchased flags and by 
another year I believe a Sag will float above each school in the 
district. 

A very interesting and profitable institute was held in Camden 
October 21, conducted by Henry R. Sanford, Ph D., assisted by 
Miss Florence B. Himes and Dr. E. N. Jones of Plattsburgh. 
Ninety-nine teachers were registered, and the attendance was 
nearly perfect. 
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Teachers have been easier to obtain this fall than heretofore, 
but the number might be larger without detriment to the schools, 
as then the trustees would have a chance to reject those that are 
known to be unable to govern and control their schools. 
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During the past year the schools have advanced, and are as a 
rule in a very prosperous condition. I am pleased to especially 
mention Westernville and Holland Patent union schools, also 
the able manner in which Professor G. Newton White conducted 
the union school in Remsen. We were very much pleased with 

Professor Henry R. Sanford as conductor of our institute. 
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In submitting my second annual report to the Department of 
Public Instruction I have to say that the past year has been one 
of marked improvement and steady growth in the scholastic and 
material condition of the schools in this commissioner district. 
Many schoolhouses have been so improved as to make them better 
adapted for school purpeses. New stoves, paint, blackboards, 
charts, maps, and many other imprevements along these lines 
mark the material growth of the year. 

Arbor Day was generally observed. In many districts the 
patrons of the school showed their interest in the work by attend- 
ing the exercises. 

A teachers’ institute was held at Baldwinsville under the su- 
pervision of I. H. Stout, ably assisted by Dr. Milne, of the Oneonta 
Normal School. The instruction was very practical and the 
teachers became very much interested. Institutes conducted by 
such men as Conductor Stout cannot fail to be of much advantage 


to teachers. 
With very few exceptious all schools showed their willing- 
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ness to comply with the law regarding national flags, and al- 
ready have them hoisted above their schoolhouses. 5 

At the beginning of the year a strong teachers’ association was 
organized and is being well sustained. At its meeting the com- 
missioners’ course of study was fully discussed preparatory to its 
introduction the coming year. 
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In submitting my second annual report for the second commis- 
sioner district of Onondaga county, I am much gratified to be 
able to state that the schools are in better condition than last 
vear. This is largely owing to the greater percentage of pro- 
fessionally trained teachers employed in the schools, teachers 
with progressive ideas and those who expect to make teaching 
their lifework. Of the 127 teachers employed thirty-two are 
either normal or college graduates and twelve hold training-class 
certificates. 

During the past school year I have given particular attention 
to the schools of the rural districts, and can safely report steady 
advancement and more interest taken by both trustee and teach- 
er. All the schools that were in immediate need of repairs have 
been put in comfortable condition, seven removing old seats and 
furniture and replacing the same with new. Most of the black- 
boards have been put in proper condition to be useful to the 
schools. 

The Compulsory Education Law did not fully meet my expecta- 
tions, although there was an increase in attendance over last year 
of 228 pupils and in aggregate days’ attendance 46,027. The num- 
ber of letters received from trustees at the beginning of this 
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school year in regard to this law, indicates that trustees are look- 
ing up delinquent scholars in their districts and that many more 
will be brought into our schools. 

Two training classes were successfully maintained in this dis- 
trict during last year. Of the thirty-four candidates remaining 
in the class during the whole year sixteen secured training-class 
certificates. 

Our institute, held at Onondaga Valley, September 9 to 13, had 
the best attendance of any institute ever held in this district. The 
work presented by Professor A. C. McLachlan, as conductor, was 
of the highest order, and filled the teachers with enthusiasm for 
their work. He was ably assisted by Superintendent A. B. Blod- 
gett of Syracuse, Miss Florence B. Himes, State Instructor in 
Drawing, and by Principals Miner, Cook, Stilwell, Jewell, Rich- 
ards, Unckless and others. While our institute was a decided 
success, I feel that better results could be obtained from a graded 
institute. I would advocate uniting the three districts of this 
county into one graded institute. 
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In submitting this my second annual report, I am pleased to 
state that the schools with a few exceptions in the rural districts 
are in a highly prosperous condition. There has been an in- 
centive with school boards of union and village schools to secure 
the services of normal, college and first grade teachers, which has 
a tendency to draw largely from the rural schools to the village 
schools, where the able instruction affords them better advan- 
tages. Owing to the frequent change of teachers in not a few 
of our districts trustees are unable to get the best results from 
the opportunities afforded them by the State. The village school 
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at Fabius has organized as a union school, with academic depart- 
ment, also districts Nos. 5,6 and 18, of Pompey, have combined 
and organized a union school known as Pompey Union School 
District No. 5, of the town of Pompey. District No. 7, of the town 
of Lafayette, has just completed a new school building with mod- 
ern improvements to take the place of the one consumed by fire. 
A number of other school buildings have been thoroughly re- 
paired and old furniture replaced by new. 

Our institute, held at East Syracuse in April, with A. C. Me- 
Lachlan as conductor, assisted by Miss Rice and Miss Eggleston, 
left our teachers with an inspiration never to be forgotten. It 
was pronounced by all present one of the best ever held in On- 
ondaga county, and, judging from the good results accomplished 
by our teachers during the spring term of school, we only regret 
that the institute could not have taken place during the early 
part of the school year. 

Last year the graded course of study was adopted by nearly all 
the schools and in most instances is closely adhered to with grati- 
fying results. 

Arbor Day, with two or three exceptions, was observed through- 
out the district, much to the pleasure of those who participated. 
We find that many of the trees planted did not survive, no doubt 
for the want of proper trimming when set and for proper care 
during the dry season; however, I do not recall a single school 
yard where there are not more or less trees, and in many instances 
rose bushes and beds of beautiful flowers. 
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In comparing the statistics of this year with those in my last 
report I tind an increase of ten teachers for the legal term, one 
hundred and twenty-eight more pupils attending school, and a 
greater attendance of 33,335 days. ‘Lhe value ot school buildings 
and sites has increased $16,334, while the number of trees planted 
on Arbor Day is six less than last year. 

A new school district h:is been formed out of a portion of the 
territory formerly belonging to district No. 7, town of Geneva. 
This action was rendered necessary by the fact that the number 
of pupils had become too great to be accommodated in the present 
schoolhouse in No. 7. A new schoolhouse is now being erected 
in this new district (No. 8), which will be ready for occupancy 
about the 15th of October. The village of Geneva, Union School 
District No. 1, has voted $32,000 for the purpose of erecting two 
new school buildings, one of eight rooms and one of twelve rooms. 
District No. 8, Manchester, has in process of construction a new 
six-room building, to cost $9,000. This when completed will be 
an ornament to the village, and will afford ample room for the 
school for some time to come. A new schoolhouse is also being 
erected in district No. 5, Gorham. 

The institute, held in Geneva during the second week in April 
was a marked success in every particular. It was conducted by 
Institute Instructors Stout and Sanford, assisted by Mrs. Burke 
and Miss Himes. Dr. Cheney of the Cortland Normal School 
spent a day and evening with us. He gave excellent instruction 
during three periods of the day session and delivered an interest- 
ing lecture in the evening. With such instructors there could be 
no dull periods, and close attention was secured from the open- 
ing to the closing of the week. 

The uniform examinations give us a sufficient number of teach- 
ers with but little surplus. I am well pleased with the new 
regulations concerning training classes. I think the result will 
be that we shall have better material in the classes, and more 
trained teachers for the district schools. 

I have this year recommended a larger number of candidates ta 
normal schools than ever before, sending three to Albany, two 
to Brockport, three to Cortland and seven to Geneseo. 
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Since my last report to the Department I have made 198 offi- 
cial visits to the schools of this commissioner district. I find 
the teachers generally interested in their work, and good results 
following their efforts. That there is a decidedly growing pro- 
fessional spirit among the older teachers was shown by the fact 
that about thirty-five of them entered the first grade examinations 
in August and nine were found in the State examination. 

Our teachers’ association, which was held at Victor last De- 
cember, was a decided success. One hundred and forty-two 
teachers out of 153 teaching in the district were registered. The 
session lasted two days, and was marked by the enthusiasm 
shown during the entire meeting. 

Our institute was held in April and was conducted by Profes- 
sor I. H. Stout, assisted by Miss Eggleston and Miss Rice. Its 
effects were plainly to be seen during the spring and summer 
terms. 

Several buildings have been reseated during the past year, and 
two have been thoroughly repaired. At Allen’s Hill they have 
built an additional room, thereby insuring the employment of two 
teachers in the future as long as the number of pupils in attend- 
ance will warrant it. 

During the past year we have adopted the commissioners’ 
graded course of study in most of the schools, and I am satisfied 
that good results will be obtained from its use. 
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ORANGE COUNTY—Firsr District 


Cuaries Rivensure, School Commissioner 


ee ey oy alaet patel ie ‘ 4 
esate |oa: pea ts : = oy 8 
apes |o_jee |we | E 8 oF ice 
ag|oR jag/2o ae =e 8 Bo om +8 
= 2 2 Ag 23 xo So Ss RO as fo} 
TOWNS [S3isg,jesie* |~ 3 | 3a Es 2 » sou Vo 
- BRIO =| o Q wo ey oes om i 
DISTRICT |28|/+ae/nSlag_ | S8h| Fy a8 ~ be eR |x8 
Ssla2s\s2\o5s| SB} S2 3 Be eo oleae 
S glaa SIS lon S| SSS on 3 Bag BS Ss 
BS\/Reaouloas| mes | SY y aS) o.4 ae 
Qaelpes|S$SlSoa| wha Fale a aaa As 5 
aia eae < > 4 4 < Zi 
SS EEE ee 
BloomingGrove 12 13 | 16 | 521 | 59,797 | $19,805 | $1,393,535 | $2,088 98 | $4834 11 | 21 
Corvwall Saat. 6 17 744 | 85,528) 51,050 1.203.377 2,301 18 7,682 45 5 
Highlands ...-. 4 PBA 573 | 88,529] 29,000 614,712 1.691 86 6.763 38 5 
Monroe ...-...-- 5 9 897 | 51.762) 13,500 1,035.180 1,104 16 3,985 52 


5 | 319] 29,131] 4.090] 1,262,300 680 82 | 1,859 29 
8 | 330] 34,550} 11,60 556,705 | 1,030 27 | 3,052 36 


$15,314 18 | $44,657 00 | 75 


3 

6 

6 

7 
Montgomery ..) 13 13 | 28 | 1.088 | 137,819 | 47.800 1,840,938 

13 

9 

Poxedo-~ 2 <-5-+ teeG 6 

6 


| 8,604 56 9,069 97 8 

Newburgh... ...| 12 14 623 | 52,869} 12,430 2,055,383 | 1,679 19 4,368 53 | 14 
New Windsor..| 8 9 398 | 40,580 | 18,750 1,275.465 1,168 11 3,091 39 9 
af 

6 


Total ....-- | 70 79 |117 | 4,993 | 580,565 | $203,025) $11,237,595 | 


School affairs in general! in this district are in a healthy condi- 
tion. Walden, with her already fine school building, added a 
$10,000addition. Herentire faculty arenormal graduates. Tuxedo 
constructed a $2,000 addition. Cornwall-on-Hudson appropri- 
ated $1,500 for a school to accommodate her mountain children. 
Southfield at a special meeting voted $1,200 for a new building. 
Many needed improvements to other buildings and grounds were 
made at the suggestion of the commissioner. These improve- 
ments were made not grudgingly but with pleasure upon the part 
of the people. Several schoolhouses, from the standpoint of di- 
lapidation, should be condemned, but the burden of taxation upon 
these weak districts would outweigh the necessity for the new 
buildings. 

I find school authorities in earnest in their efforts to comply 
with the provisions of the Consolidated School Law. LExcep- 

‘tions, however, are found. Illustration: Two schools held Sat- 
urday sessions “to make up time;” one teacher a normal graduate. 

The institute at Cranstons’ Hotel, Highland Falls, in May, was 
a decided success. The Department, conductor, instructors, 
teachers, the people of Highland Falls, the hotel management, 
the press and nature united harmoniously to this end. Every 
school in the district except Montgomery Union Free School was 
represented. 

Joint district, towns of Marlborough and Newburgh, was an- 
nulled. A new district, No. 5, town of Newburgh, was created. 


82 


~ 


498 Department oF Pusuic Lysrruction 


ORANGE COUNTY—Seconp District 


Wittarp M. Crarx, School Commissioner 
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The schools in the second commissioner district of Orange 
county are, generally speaking, ina prosperous condition. ‘There 
are a few schools in this district whose advancement is hindered 
by the presence in the district of taxpayers who have no children 
to send to school and no interest except to keep down the ex- 
penses and lighten the tax, consequently those people who have 
children and who would like to have good schools, in which to 
educate their children, are compelled (being in the minority) to 
submit to cheap teachers and poor schools or to pay a tuition in 
other districts. 

The majority of our schcols are supplied with maps, charts and 
other necessary school apparatus, but I am sorry to say that but a 
few of our districts have taken advantage of the generous offer of 
the State to pay one-half of the expense of placing libraries in the 


schools. There are a few districts which appropriated money . 


for library purposes, but have not expended it yet, because they 
do not know what books tu buy, Some trustees have applied to 
me for lists. I have supplied them with lists, but I heartily en- 
dorse Commissioner Wiswell’s idea, that a more extended list, ac- 
companied by helpful suggestions on selecting and buying books 
and caring for and maintaining libraries, might very properly be 
issued by the Department. 

Our last teachers’ institute, which was held in Goshen, April 
8 to 12, inclusive, was a profitable meeting, in charge of Con- 
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ductor Welland Hendrick. Great interest was manifested by 
the teachers generally in the work placed before them, and es- 
pecially so in Miss Rice’s work on drawing. The discussion on 
corporal punishment in the schools brought out many excellent 
suggestions on school government. Our teachers were espe- 
cially interested in the subject at that time. While none of our 
teachers have been arrested for manslaughter, three have been 
arrested for assault. Two of them were acquitted by intelligent 
juries; in the case of the third, the complainant took warning by 
the decisions rendered in the preceding cases, withdrew his charge 
of assault and supplemented it with a civil damage action and a 
demand for twenty-five hundred dollars as a healing balm to the 
wounded feelings of the boy. While Iam not in favor of the ex- 
cessive use of corporal punishment in schools, I believe that there 
are cases where the rod, judiciously used, works wonders in the 
management of school. 

I held seven examinations between August 1, 1894, and July 
31, 1895, in which I had 179 different candidates. Seven passed 
for first grade certificates, sixty-one for second grade, thirty-six 
for third grade, and seventy-five failed to obtain certificates of 
any grade. 

Of the 109 school districts in this commissioner district forty- 
three reported observance of the Compulsory Act. In these dis- 
tricts 121 children were brought in and sixty-six were reported as 
not having complied with the law. 
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The number of children that have attended school during the 
year is 314 greater than the previous year, and the aggregate at- 
tendance has increased 16,505. The number of children added 
by the Compulsory Act is 281. 

I have held seven examinations, and the total number of dif- 
ferent candidates is 291. Two have passed for first grade, eighty- 
eight for second, and ninety-three for third. The number fail- 
ing to obtain certificates is 108. 

The teachers’ institute held last December, under the direction 
of Conductor McLachlan, was very successful. A deep interest 
was manifested throughout the entire session. The work pre- 
sented by Miss Eggleston drew many expressions of appreciation 
and Miss Rice did excellent work in starting the teachers on the 
road to more successful examinations in drawing. Dr. James M. 
Milne was present, and rendered valuable assistance. The teach- 
ers gave him their closest attention, and carried away many use- 
ful suggestions. 

The graded course has made progress during its first year, and 
teachers and pupils are interested in making its adoption perma- 
nent. 
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Since last report another school district of the town of Volney 
(No. 13) has been dissolved, the greater part being united to 
Union Free School District No. 1. The little schoolhonse was 
only one mile from the village school. The former pupils of 
No. 18 will enjoy the advantages of better accommodations, bet- 
ter teachers, and a longer school year. I feel that other districts 
could be consolidated with equal advantage. This is particu- 
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larly true in certain districts of Hannibal, Granby and Scriba. In 
the town of Hannibal are two schoolhouses scarcely more than 
a mile from the large village school. Schoolhouses Nos. 1 and 
14 of Granby are ridiculously near each other, and the same might 
be said of Nos. 14 and 18 of Scriba. A careful and sensible re- 
adjustment of the school districts in this commissioner district 
would save several district quotas and the schools would be the 
better. Consolidation would also reduce taxation. It is very 
hard, however, to convince people that such action is desirable, 
except where a building is condemned or to be extensively re- 
paired. 

At the suggestion of our teachers, I have detached the ninth 
grade questions and sent only those for the lower grades to each 
teacher. The ninth grade questions were sent subsequently to 
a committee of three teachers in each town. These committees 
held the graduating examinations in the several towns at school- 
houses centrally located. We did this to prevent any pupil from 
obtaining a diploma unfairly. The plan has met with approval 
and will be continued for the coming year. 

Not all trustees are making wise selections of library books. 
Many do not send their lists to Albany for approval. One trus- 
tee bought a job lot of nineteen-cent books found in a dry-goods 
store. Others have purchased subscription books of question- 
able value from local ageuts. 
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Since my last annual report there have been no marked changes 
in the schools of this district. However, it is gratifying to no- 
tice a steady improvement in the schools, and I believe that we 
have a better class of teachers at this time than ever before, ow- 
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ing chiefly to our institutes, and raising the standard for third 
grade certificates. I stated in my report two years ago that no 
person ought to receive a ccrtificate to teach under eighteen years 
of age, and I am still of that opinion. 

T have issued more first and second grade and less third grade 
certificates since January 1, 1895, than during any corresponding 
period for the past five years; consequently teachers are receiving 
better wages, and are putiing forth more exertion, and preparing 
themselres to raise their standard of qualifications. _ 

Trustees are awakening to the fact that it is nesessary to have 
comfortablc school buildings and pleasant surroundings, and 
many improvements have been made. 

I believe the apportionment of the public school fund to be un- 
just, and that some way should be provided whereby the burden 
of taxation 1n the rural districts may be lessened. It seems tu 
me the township bill would be just and proper. tam in favor ot 
a law that trustees shall hire teachers by the year, as a constant 
change of teachers works an injury and retards the rapid devel- 
opment of our schools. Trustees who are constantly changing 
teachers from term to term lose at least one year of efficient school 
work every five years. 

Our institute was held at Central Square in May, 1895. It was 
the largest held in this district for many years, and the work 
given by Conductor Hendrick, Miss Rice, Miss Eggleston, Super- 
intendent Blodgett and Commissioner Brainard was very prac- 
lical and highly appreciated by the teachers. Two hundred and 
eighteen candidates tried the uniform examinations during the 
past year; 102 received certificates and 116 failed. 


OSWEGO COUNTY—Tuirp Disrricr 


F. E. Sarra, School Commissioner 


! 


lal felas ls | % 3 eis 

Splgs |B | a 3 8 SP ES Ms 

Ble o |S |e iS) ee s B 
aglom lag 23 ae} te $ E'S om baat 
Towns {doles |aelee | a 33 3 ALS a's a 
S (Seite Jgsiga jw a] $s =s 2 Some aha 
IW (Eclesleale, [eet| ce | fe | seg | Be [Py 
DISTRICT |, 8l#ealograg | Ssh] ay =3 be oF [x8 
S2\s22/38) 83| Sas | Sa 3-4 go" i eh 
elo 2a 12 eo] Oso on a Bag BSD 2s 
86/822 Se/ SSS) Had 5 oO o eos o.8 aa 
Zaller a SSlS'5 a] wSa | ea a HES Ag Boy 

ule alee <q > 4 < < Z 
AbDIONE Eee sens 15 21) 17 455 | 45,009 | $7,550 $458,097 $2.C42 16 $2,098 34 3 
Boylston. ...... 9 18 9 227 | 15,688 4,200 168,085 | 1,021 18 735 83 12 
Mexico \cc-ean. 19 80 | 23 575 | 58,566 | 11,500 1,213,576 2,725, 04 3,217 88 uy 
Orwell......... 11} 21/12] 9824] 29.361] 5,350 351.837 | 1,418 30] 1,191.85] 11 
Redfield ....... 12 19 | 13 238 | 29,915 | 4,950 | 234,120 1,455 7L 1,383 91 ti 
Richland ...... 22 | 50°) 32 | 787] 84,606 | 20,900) 1,155,975 | 3.573 52} 4.598 39] 93 
Sandy Creek...| 14 42 | 21 472 | 74.833 | 17,800 | 838,767 | 2,340 93 3,579 51 11 
Williamstown..| 10 13 | 11 295 | 26,972 8,600 | 355,981 1,305 94 2,278 39 6 
Total -......./112 214 138 3,328 |355,950 | $80,850 $4,776,438 | $15,882 78 | $19,084 10 80 


a 


CommuisstonEers’ Rerports—Oswrao County 5038 


There have been organized during the past year two union free 
school districts. One was organized in the town of Albion from 
school district No-4 in the village of Altmar. The school building 
there has been thoroughly overhauled, and a good library added. 
They have a board of education of five members in the place of a 
soletrustee. In the town and villageof Mexicothree common school 
districts have been united into one union free school district. A 
“board” of nine trustees has been elected from the best citizens 
of the village, and a faculty of eleven teachers employed. The 
old -“Mexico Academy” building has been adopted as the school 
building for the district. We have, therefore, the pleasure to 
report that the last “academy” in our district has been changed 
into a union free school, Pulaski having been changed three years 
ago. We now have six union free school districts, employing 
thirty-six teachers. Besides these we have 106 common school 
districts. 

We held a snecessful institute at Mexico. Conductor McLach- 
lan gave good, practical work, and inspired the proper spirit of 
enthusiasm among the teachers. In fact, I think we had 
the best spirit for institute work among our teachers 
of any institute held in this district. We had six 
periods each day, and evening lectures, yet the teachers did not 
complain of weariness as in former years. I think this result 
was accomplished in part through the music as led by Professor 
Geo. E. Oliver of Albany. His selections were such as to stir the 
institute to new life and fit the minds of the teachers for instruc- 
tion, yet his songs were short ard practical, and the teachers are 
using them in their schools. All were unanimous in expressing 
the wish that Professor Oliver may be assigned to our institute 
next spring. We also wish to thank the State Superintendent 
for his presence at our institute and for his inspiring address. 

The Compulsory Attendance Law is working some good in this 

‘district. Forty out of 112 trustees report that the law was en- 
forced. The forty report that twenty-seven pupils have attended 
school as 9 result of this law. The balance of the trustees re- 
port twenty-six pupils who failed to comply with the require- 
ments of the law. The trustees who did not enforce the law, did 
not answer the last two questions on the annual report in many 
cases, so the statistics are incomplete. I have been agreeably 
surprised to find how few pupils there are in my district who do 
not attend school as required. This is especially true in the 
villages of my district. The law needs amending so that each 
township can have a truant officer, the same as union free school 
districts. 

One hundred and one out of the 112 trustees report that the law 
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of 1894, regarding “Physiology, Hygiene, etce.,” was complied 
with. The other eleven trustees were in doubt, but I know from 
inquiry that the subject was taught in most cases as required. 
The following table shows that the uniform examination has 
worked satisfactorily in our district for the past year. The only 
discouraging feature is the fact that this fall we have thirty-six 
teachers, or twenty-six per cent. of our teaching force, teaching 


upon a third grade certificate. 
Issued in Issued in 
189 


1894 

First grade certificates-;. .-. 22° 2222 ae eee 2 4 
Second srade: certificates: <2. 222k. ws. 2 argent ees 39. 54 
Third: grade certificates <2.4253c2e 25 32 Aira eee 65 49 
Three years (Tr. class) certificate..........---- teat es 9 
Total x cs ccuan oehelecstey Stee Gio gee at oh ieee ae ee 106 116 
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The condition of the schools in this commissioner district is 
generally healthful. During the past year the teaching force 
has been increased by three, making 189 teachers in all. With 
only eight children more than a year ago, the aggregate attend- 
ance has been increased nearly 20,000 days; again that speaks 
well for the new compulsory education law, and for the general 
public interest in the schools. 


je 


—e 


Commissioners’ Rerorts——Orsego Country 505, 


The buildings, on the whole, are in fairly good condition. Sey- 
eral have been repaired, added to and otherwise improved. The 
Cooperstown Union School has been enlarged by an $8,000 addi- 
tion, and the whole building modernized with new systems of 
heating, ventilation and plumbing. 

For the first time in some years we have a surplus of teachers 
in this district. This is due to the fact that the teachers have 
now fairly caught up with the higher standard of the uniform ex- 
aminations, and, also, to the beneficial influence of our teachers’ 
training classes. 

The joint graded institute held in the Oneonta Normal build- 
ing was undoubtedly the best that the teachers of this 
district have ever had the privilege of attending. During ail 
my summer visitations I found teachers using ideas acquired at 
the institute and speaking in the highest terms of the help they 
had received there. 
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During the past year 295 more children have attended school 
than during the preceding year, and the aggregate days of at- 
tendance has increased 30,482. 

Superintendent N. N. Bull, who has been at the head of the 
Oneonta schools for the past twenty-five years, has resigned and 
will retire from teaching. Professor W. C. Franklin will suc- 
eeed him as superintendent of the Oneonta schools. 
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Four hundred and fifty-nine candidates have tried the uniform 
examinations during the past year; eighty-seven have passed for 
second and ninety-five for third grade certificates. The uniform 
examinations, as a whole, are satisfactory, but the drawing ex- 
aminations are much too long. 

The two commissioner districts of Otsego county held a graded 
institute at Oneonta last December, with A. S. Downing and Wel- 
land Hendrick as conductors. Four hundred and twenty teach- 
ers were in attendance, and all were so well pleased with the 
work of the institute that it was unanimously voted by the teach- 
ers that a graded institute be held at Cooperstown the coming 
winter. 


PUTNAM COUNTY 


James E. Towner, School Commissioner 
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We have in Putnam county fifty-nine school districts, of 
which three are union free schools. They are all in a prosperous 
condition, and there is a growing tendency for better buildings, 
better seats, more spacious and better shaded grounds than here- 
tofore. At Brewster a fine school building has been erected at 
a cost of about $26,000; it 1s an ornament to the village and a cred- 
it to the board of education. At Patterson village another story 
has been added to their building, the arrangement for heating 
and lighting iniproved and the appearance very much changed for 
the better. 

A very successful institute was held at Cold Spring in the Hal- 
dane Union Free School building, September 16-20, with Dr. 
Sanford as conductor, assisted by D. L. Bardwell of the Cortland 
Normal School, Miss Himes, the instructor of drawing, Principal 


ir: tlie 4 ey 


rf 
- 
4 


Comisstonrers’ Reeorrs—QurEns Country 507 


Dunbar of Peekskill, Superintendent I. E. Young of New Ro- 
chelle, and Principals Purdy, Montrose, Nolan, Rikert and Bar- 
num of ourcounty. Ihave never seen better attention given the 
conductor or his assistants and have never seen better work done 
at an institute, and the result is now seen in many of our schools. 

Dr. Sanford’s “Trip to Mexico Illustrated” was enjoyed by the 
teachers and also the residents of Cold Spring. He gave one a 
better idea of Mexico and her people than one could get from 
books. Hon. Charles E. Fitch entertained our teachers with his 
lecture, “Abraham Lincoln,” and it was delivered in his earnest, 
pleasing way, and was much enjoyed by all. Dr. Bardwell was 
very entertaining in his lecture, “Wonders in a Piece of Coal.” 

Arbor Day was observed in most of the schools and suitable 
exercises were conducted by the pupils, and many trees and flow- 
ers were planted. 

Most of our schools are ow provided with a flag and pole, and 
those which are not soon will be. 
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The schools of this district are in a very satisfactory condition. 
During the year new builcings have been erected at Port Wash- 
ington, Maspeth and district No. 12, Newtown. There are in 
course of construction new buildings in district No. 7, Newtown 
and Metropolitan. I find that a number of buildings which were 
built only two or three years ago will have to be added to in 
order to accommodate the increased attendance. There will be 
seventeen more teachers employed this year than last year, and a 
very large increase in the attendance over last year. 

The institute was held at the High School, Flushing, on April 
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22-26, and was in every wey successful. The schools under su- 
pervision were closed during the week, which added greatly to 
the attendance. The coaductor, Dr. Sanford, gave many valu- 
able suggestions to teachers; he was very ably assisted by Miss 
Eggleston, Miss Rice, Professor Ralph W. Thomas, and Dr. Wm. 
J. Milne. The teachers were treated to very fine lectures by Dr. 
A. E. Winship, whose subject was, “ Whigs and Tories in Educa- 
tion;” Professor Thomas’ subject was “What Is Education?” Hon. 
Chas. E. Fitch delivered a pleasing lecture on “Abraham Lin- 
coln.” 
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Asa rule, the teachers of this district are well qualified 
for their work, and are earnest, enthusiastic and quick to respond 
to suggestions of improvement. In scholarship, professional 
training and general culture, I believe they will compare favor- 
ably with those of any other commissioner district in the State. 
The normal graduates and holders of State and commissioners’ 
first grade certificates aggregate upwards of seventy-five per cent. 
of the whole number engaged in teaching in the district during 
the year covered by this report. 

The rapid growth of population in many parts of the district 
has necessitated a corresponding increase in school accommoda- 
tions and facilities. The trustees’ reports for the current year 
show that there were 241 teachers employed in the district and 
teaching simultaneously, a gain of twenty-two over the previous 
year and of forty-one over two years ago. One thousand one 
hundred and seventy-four more children were registered during 
the year, with a gain of upwards of 200,000 aggregate days’ at- 
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tendance. Upwards of $75,000 has been added to the value of 
school buildings and sites during the year, a gain in two years of 
nearly $200,000. New school buildings have been completed and 
occupied at Springfield, Floral Park, Lynbrook and Woodbury. 
Others are in process of erection at Hollis, Hempstead Village 
and Valley Stream. Many school buildings have been enlarged 
or extensively repaired, new furniture has in several instances 
been purchased, and an advance has been made all along the 
line. In upwards of twenty districts the trustees have been di- 
rected to modify the arrangements of fences and outhouses to 
comply with the “health and decency” law. 

The commissioners’ course of study is now in use in fifty schools 
under my supervision. The principal benefits derived from it 
may be summed up as follows: 

1. A means of stimulating and encouraging the pupils. 

2. Securing greater thoroughness on the part of the teachers. 

3. Giving better satisfaction to the patrons of the school. 

Asa result of the examinations upon the work done in the vari- 
ous grades, held in February and June, about 2,300 certificates 
and forty diplomas were sent out from this office. Several 
other districts are planning to use the course as a basis, 
adding to it some high school work. The introduction of several 
branches of manual training into the large school at Glen Cove 
has met with favor from the patrons of the school and has been 
productive of much good. 

Arbor Day was very generally observed, throughout the dis- 
trict. The following circular was mailed to every school, about 
the middle of April, and returns were received from every dis- 
trict. 

Srate or New York, ! 
DEPARTMENT oF Pusric Insrrvction. 


Dear Teachers of the Second Commissioner District : 


I trust that you are ali making some preparation for a proper 
observance of Arbor Day, which will occur, this year, upon the 
3d day of May. Copies of the Arbor Day pamphlet, prepared by 
the Department at Albany, have been sent to you, in which you 
may find suggestions and material for your programs. 

On the 9th day of April, 1795, Gov. George Clinton signed chap- 
ter 75 of the Laws of 1795, which was “An Act for the encour- 
agement of Schools,” and laid the foundation of the school system 
of New York State. This year, 1895, being therefore the centen- 
nial year of the establishment of public schools in the great Em- 
pire State, our new Superintendent of Public Instruction, Hon. 
Charles R. Skinner, expects that some recognition of this anni- 
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versary will be made in every school. I would suggest that ref- 
erence be made to this matter at the opening of your Arbor Day 
exercises. : 

Will you kindly fill out the answers to the questions on the fol- 
lowing pages, and give a brief outline of your Arbor Day pro- 
gram? 

Return this whole sheex to me, at your earliest convenience. 
However simple your exercises may be, I want a report from 
every school. Sincerely yours, 

JAMES S. COOLEY, 


School Commissioner. - 
Guirn Cove, L. L., Apre’ 10, 1895. 


Argpor Day Report — 1895 


Principal. 


t—Number of ‘trees 222 525 plants nc. sete <vinied i, oie , shrubs 
aeons planted this year. 

9—Kinds of the above. 

3—Total number of trees now growing on your school erounds..... 

4—-Were your Arbor-Day exercises public this year? .......+... 

5—Have you called the attention of your school to the fact that 
this is the centennial year of the establishment of Public 
Schools in this State? ........ 

6—Has your school a flag-pole? ........ 

7—Is it on the school building or outside 4 

8—Has your school an American Flag ¢ 


e 66 6 8 ce «eS Oe) 6 Se eee 


9 W hat-is ite cized 5. 2a oases Qonditiont ..js<ciseeeaeee 
10—Is the flag displayed every school day, when the weather is 
suitable’ suc.cees woes 


11—<Are you preparing for any observance of Memorial Day, May 
B0th, this -yeanll asics skeen et 


A very pleasant and profitable institute was held at Jamaica 
during the week commencing September 24, 1894. Two hundred 
and twenty-five teachers were in attendance. Under the able 
and efficient direction of Professor A. C. McLachlan, assisted by 
Mrs. Burke and Miss Himes, the institute was a pronounced suc- 
cess. Some objection has been made, both by school trustees 
and by the principals of some of the large schools, to holding the 
institute so soon after the opening ef the school year, on the 


al 
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ground that it causes an undesirable break in the work. To ob- 
viate this, arrangements were perfected, before the close of the 
schools in June, for holding the institute early in September, and 
having the schools open the following Monday. 

The two meetings of the County Teachers’ Association, at Glen 
Cove in October and at. Woodside in March, were largely attended 
and of deep interest. Plans have been perfected for the organi- 
zation of a principals’ conncil, with quarterly meetings, devoted 
to discussions of practical school methods. If this latter or- 
ganization can have the cordial support of all the principals much 
good must result therefrom. 

The records of school district boundaries, in the clerks’ offices 
of the several towns, have been found to be very defective, and I 
have commenced to get together such data as are necessary to 
place upon the town records a complete and definite description of 
the boundaries of all districts. Heretofore, school records have 
been entered in the same book as other town records. I have 
found school commissioners’ orders, altering district lines and 
designating district numbers, sandwiched in between records of 
road districts, election districts and other miscellaneous town 
matters. At my suggestion and under my direction, school rec- 
ord books have been procured for each town clerk’s office, which 
are to be used exclusively for school records. 

In conclusion, I would express my conviction that there is need 
of more thorough scholarship on the part of teachers. That 
means a higher standard of requirements for entering upon a 
course of professional training. The day has passed when every 
one is qualified to teach a primary school. 

I would suggest that the questions for the commissioners’ 
course be printed on separate slips for each grade, and that some 
arrangement be made for giving the teachers of special branches, 
as music, penmanship, drawing and the like, special permits, as 
is done in New Jersey, making them legally qualified teachers, 
without taking the uniform examination. 
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RENSSELAER COUNTY — Firsr District 


Byron F. Crarx, School Commissioner 
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There is a steady growth in the school interests of this com- 
missioner district. I atteibute this largely to the earnest efforts 
of the Department of Public Instruction to elevate and increase 
the standard of proficiency in all departments of school work. 
In proof of the important interest, I would call your attention 
to the accompanying report, which shows an increase from last 
vear of eleven in the number of teachers employed, 230 in number 
of children who are attending school, and 56,137 in total days’ at- 
tendance. Last year indicated a marked increase; but this is a 
still greater one. 

I am convinced that the uniform system of examinations, and 
the marking of answer papers by the Department is a success 
and is leading to a higher standard of proficiency. 

The good which the normal schools and training classes are 
doing is gradually spreading out into the small country districts, 
and, in time, all will see the advantages derived from well-trained 
teachers. There are two training classesin this district; oneat Lan- 
singburg, and the other at Hoosick Falls. The advantages derived 
from them are manifest wherever their graduates are teaching. 
The increased requirements in these classes are to be commended, 
and the increased value of the training-class certificates makes it 
an object for which to work. 

The institute held here October 1-5, 1894, with Welland Hen- 
drick as conductor, was a grand success. The attendance was 
unusually large, and the attention given the instructors was no- 
ticeable. 
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Many improvements have been made to schoolhouses and fur- 
niture, and one building has been erected in Lansingburg at an 


expense of about $40,000. It is a model of convenience, and 
excellence. 


RENSSELAER COUNTY —Ssconp Disrricr 


Lewis N. 8. Minter, School Commissioner 


eueepeaia? |e. {12 | 2 pares 
Sela s |B |. oe FI 5 oF a x 
Cee al AS g}o a Bs 2 Ss Bo or is 
g|~ 2 ae 28 ord: so S Qo fa & 
TOWNS jazisg lagia® |= 4| 22 | 38 | cts | of ist 
e aeklo_|s 2 us = 6 A Ore 5 
DisTRIcT |28|sesiegia8 [28>] 22 we Lbs 2b [23 
32225 |S2lous| $33) 32 zi Hag a3 (28 
BS5|sa2\on Sas| mss 5 80 o 6°85 og ae 
2alSPRIS2ISSa| 8s | aa g EEE ae |p 
_ So 2 a ol aa > 4 4 4 a’ 
Berlin’. j-<<..-- TON). ofS) 1 399 | 34,335) $4,150 $398, 932 $1,345 79 $1,521 55 13 
Greenbush ....| 2 | 4 | 24 | 1,172 | 159,054 | 17.000 1,638 810 3,578 19 12,001 07 |.--- 
EastGreenbush| 6 12) 6 220] 18.162 5 650 1,188,424 759 68 1,494 56 15 
No. Greenbush.) 9 14 | 19 945 | 110,756 | 16,075 2,036,040 2,841 69 7,725 38 4 
Nassau ..-.--.. | 15 32 | 16 448 | 39,705 8,885 736,490 |  1,830-26 2.634 14 | 18 
Poestenkill....| 8 13 9 299 | 27,400 5,240 434,180 1,133 43 1,115 36 9 
Schodack --..-.- | 14} 28 | 20 746 74.454 | 17,400 2,898, 894 1,685 39 3,115 99 16 
Sand Lake..... 1} 22} 13 468 44503 9,985 769,505 | 2,556 63 5.380 86 4 
Stephentown ..| 14 28 | 14 323 | 26.650 6,450 453,840 1,611 06 1.485 93 12 
‘Rotal\. ...-- | 89 166 132 | 5,020 | 535,019 | $90,835 $10,555,015 | $17,842 12 | $36,474 84 | 91 


Since submitting my last annual report there has been no 
marked change in the schools of this district. I am pleased to 
note, however, that they continue in a prosperous condition. The 
number attending school in this district is seventy-four more than 
last year, while in previous years the number has been growing 
less. The aggregate attendance is 2,074 days more this year than 
last. I think this increase can be attributed to the Compulsory 
Education Law. While it has not been enforced in the rural 
districts to any great extent, it has acted as a means of causing 
parents to send their children to school. 
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RICHMOND COUNTY 


Jurza K. West, School Commissioner 
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During the past year much interest has been manifested 
throughout this commissioner district in providing suitable ac- 
commodations for the children in the public schools. Old and 
dilapidated buildings have been torn down and replaced by hand- 
some schoolhouses, containing all the modern improvements. 
Three buildings have been completed, five will be finished this 
tall and five are to be built during the coming winter, making 
thirteen in all. 

The teaching force has been much improved. For the most 
part normal graduates have been engaged to replace those who 
have failed to secure certificates. 

In this district methcds have been introduced in the third 
grade examination, and the percentage necessary to obtain a cer- 
tificate in this grade has been raised to 75 per cent. <A written 
examination in phonics has been introduced in the reading ex- 
amination for second and third grade certificates. 

The teachers’ institute held March 11-15, was generally con- 
sidered the most successful ever held in this district. It was 
very well attended by both teachers and the community at large. 
All united in praise of Conductor A. C. McLachian, and his as- 
sistants, the Misses Himes and Eggleston, and Dr. Wm. J. Milne of 
the Albany Normal College. The greatest interest was mani- 
fested throughout the entire institute by all who attended, and 
the benefit derived can already be seen by the improvement in the 
methods of teaching in the various class-rooms. 
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ROCKLAND COUNTY 


Gro. A. Buavvexr, School Commissioner 
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In submitting this my second annual report to the Department 
of Public Instruction, I am pleased to report that the work done 
in the schools of Rockland county, during the past school year, 
has been very satisfactory indeed. 

Owing to the enforcement of the Compulsory Education Law 
in nearly all of the schools, the attendance has niaterially in- 
creased, and I am confident that a more marked improvement 
will be seen during the present year. I find that teachers and 
trustees are heartily in sympathy with the law, and, as a rule, are 
using every effort to see that it is properly enforced. Much diffi- 
culty, however, is found in enforcing the law in the poor rural 
districts, parents claiming that they cannot provide suitable 
clothing for their children in order to send them to school. 

It is gratifying to note many improvements in school buildings 
and grounds, and an encouraging growth of interest in schools 
by trustees and parents. Two new schoolhouses are now in 
process of erection, and appropriations have been voted to build 
two more during the present school year. A number of old 
schoolhouses also have been repaired and reseated. 

While the present regulations governing examinations give 
general satisfaction, I am of the opinion that examinations 
should be held on Friday and Saturday, and that all temporary 
licenses should be abolished. 

The teachers’ institute held at Haverstraw under the direction 
of Professor Downing, was one of the best ever held in the coun- 
ty. The instruction givea by Professor Downing, Miss Rice and 
Mrs. Burke was greatly appreciated and has been productive of 
much good. It is needless to say that Dr. Milne of Albany was 
accorded a hearty welcome by all, and that he did much to en- 
courage and instruct our teachers. 
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ST. LAWRENCE COUNTY —Firsr District 


Guo. G. Royer, School Commissioner 
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The schools of my district are in as prosperous condition as 
they well can be under the present system. They have improved 
during the past year as the teachers have im- 
proved, owing to the stricter regulations of the Department 
governing teachers’ certificates. But I am convinced after nearly 
two years’ observation that in my district there are too many 
schools. In nearly every town there are several schools with 
from three to seven pupils, and many of these districts could be 
annulled and annexed to other districts without injury or injustice 
to any one. To combine the many weak districts, making fewer 
but stronger districts, would be for the best interests of the com- 
munity, of the pupils and of the teachers. If we cannot have 
the township system, can we not have a local option law leaving 
it to the boards of supervisors in the various counties to say 
whether or not their county shall have such a system? 

Throughout the district are many wretchedly poor school- 
houses. Ihavenot condemned them. Iam expecting the town- 
ship system, and then these districts will be done away with. 
Gouverneur has erected a handsome and finely equipped build- 
ing at an expense of $50,000. Morristown has made many needed 
repairs, making their building neat and comfortable. 

Our institute was certainly one of the very best ever held in 
this district. Professor i. H. Stout was conductor. His work 
was most excellent and was highly appreciated. He was assisted 
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by Dr. James M. Milne of Oneonta, whom the teachers will never 
forget; by Miss Eggleston, who won the hearts of all, and by Miss 
Himes, whose work was just what the teachers needed, and by 
Superintendent Barney Whitney of Ogdensburg and Professor 
Bardwell of Cortland. Our institutes are growing more and more 
in favor every year. They are now looked forward to as a place 
where the teachers’ courage may be renewed, their love for teach- 
ing increased, their horizon broadened. 

The graded course of study is now in every school and as a re- 
sult the schools are doing much better work. 

The uniform examinations for the past year have been excep- 
tionally fair, and excellent tests. I think, however, the drawing 
examinations are too long. They should be shortened by nearly 
one-half. Candidates do not have time to do the work in draw- 
ing and civil government in one forenoon. 

The Compulsory School Law is meeting with very general ap- 
proval. Many children are now in school who otherwise would 
notbe. The law should be so amended as to give common school 
districts the same powers as Union Free Schools. 


ST. LAWRENCE COUNTY--Sxconnp Disrricr 


Cuaries'S. Prank, School Commissioner 
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The schools of this commissioner district have as a rule been 
doing creditable work during the past year. I notice constant 
improvement in the professional spirit of the teaching force of 
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the district. This is shown in the increased attendance upon 
teachers’ associations, as well as in the everyday work of the 
school-room. There is also, I believe, progress in the education- 
al sentiment of the people and patrons of the schools. 

A comparison of the aggregate attendance of pupils with that 
of the previous year shows a substantial increase. The amount 
of money raised for school purposes has also been much greater 
than that of the preceding year. © The increased attendance is 
very largely the fruit of the Compulsory Attendance Law. Larger 
salaries paid for teachers’ services account for the increased ex- 
pense. 

The growing influence of the St. J.aawrence University at Can- 
ton, the Potsdam Normal School and the leading village schools 
of this vicinity, is of great value to the educational work, and as- 
sures a healthy growth of professional spirit. 

The Hermon Union School has been admitted under the visita- 
tion of the regents, and the union schools of Madrid and Colton 
have also made application for admission during the year. 

A new school district was organized at Pyrites, in the town of 
Canton, and a model schoclhouse is now ready for use in said dis- 
trict. School district No 12, Hermon, was annulled, so that the 
number of school districts for the second commissioner district 
still remains 180. A branch school has been organized in No. 5, 
Russell, and a new schoolhouse erected. 

The supply of licensed teachers, owing to the extension of the 
time of third grade certificates, is greater than for several years 
past. We much regret that no appointment was made for a 
teachers’ training class in any of the schools of this great district. 
We hope to be favored with at least one another year. 

Our teachers’ institute, held at Waddington in May last and 
conducted by Conductors Sanford and Downing, was very inter- 
esting and successful. Miss Himes gave some pleasing and in- 
structive periods of work in drawing. 

Our Teachers’ Association held two meetings the past year: 
one at Colton in October, the other at Canton in February. These 
meetings are increasing in interest and importance. The last 
session was the best attended of any we have held, and the pres- 
ence of Supervisor Downing and the assistance he gave us, added 
much to the inspiration and value of the meeting. 

The Compulsory Attendance Law meets the sanction of the 
people, but we need more efficiency in carrying the same into ex- 
ecution, An attendance officer for every town would be of great 
service. Trustees naturally wish to avoid acting as truant offi- 
cers, 


The provision of the new law relative to the teaching of physi- 
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ology, which necessitates a change in text-books, meets with bit- 
ter protest and general condemnation. The law can be repealed 
or amended none too soon to please the patrons and officers of our 
schools. 

Many districts are complying with the new flag law. _ Patri- 
otic exercises are frequently held in connection with the presen- 
tation and raising of our national banner. 


ST. LAWRENCE COUNTY—Tuirp Disrricr 


F. R. Swurrs, School Commissioner 
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School work in this district the past year has gone on in a very 
satisfactory manner. A marked improvement can be seen in the 
work done by our teachers and a general spirit of interest is no- 
ticeable among parents and pupils. The demand for higher ed- 
ucational qualifications in our teachers has, in the main, been the 
cause of giving us better teachers. Better teachers have made it 
possible to use in our schools courses of study; to secure, in a 
measure, classification and grading. The results of such work 
have interested patrons and encouraged pupils. 

The constant diminution of the population in many of our rural 
districts is now the great difficalty in maintaining good schools. 
The inbabitants of a district who each year see families move 
away, who find each year a few more vacant houses along the 
familiar highways, who each year see a higher tax-rate set 
against a lower assessment, have but little courage except that of 
despair. Courageously, however, they fight a losing battle. 
Dropping one by one the cherished hopes and ambitions of 
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younger and brighter years, they hold to the last to that bulwark 
cf our country, the common school. 

Our institute, held May 27-31, was under the supervision of Con- 
ductor Downing, and though broken up by Decoration Day, 
proved one of the best institutes ever held in the district. A reg- 
istration of 224 gave us an average attendance of 222.5. 

Three teachers’ classes were organized during the year, and 
while but few teachers’ class certificates were issued, the work 
was a great help to the members of the class, many of whom se- 
cured second grade certificates and are now teaching. 

The Compulsory Attendance Law has been the means of send- 
ing quite a number of truant children to school, especially in the 
villages. In the country districts trustees have pretty generally 
complied with the law so far as notifying parents, but fail to 
make complaints when they find their notification unheeded. 


SARATOGA COUNT Y—First Drsrricor 


Gro. H. West, School Commissioner 
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In submitting this my fifth annual report it is gratifying to 
note that there has been a gradual improvement in the condition 
of the schools of the district in many ways. Statistics show an 
increase in aggregate days’ attendance, average attendance, and 
number of teachers employed. Two hundred children have been 
compelled to attend school. That number should be doubled 
this year, however, as many trustees did not report having tried 
to enforce the Compulsory Law last year. 
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The teachers were never more ambitious to secure a better edu- 
cation than at the present time. Twenty-two have applied for 
appointments to normal schools, several of whom entered the 
Albany Normal College. A large majority of this number were 
teachers of at least one year’s experience in the school-room, who 
held second grade certificates. Were it not for the fact that 
twenty-nine new recruits have been added to the ranks, this de- 
parture to the normal schools would create a scarcity of teachers, 
but at present writing the teachers wanting positions and the po- 
sitions to be filled seem about equal. 

The a‘tendance at the second annual session of the Round Lake 
Summer School, under the able management of Superintendent 
Alexander Falconer of Waterford, designed for preparing teach- 
ers for the uniform examinations, was nearly twice that of last 
year. Our August examination was held in their building at 
the close of the school, and the members of the class who took 
ihe examination declared that nearly every question asked had 
been reviewed during their three weeks’ work. 

Tam anxiously looking forward to the time when at least a small 
per cent. in civil government, current topics, drawing and history 
shall be required for a third grade certificate. Then every teach- 
er will have some knowledge of all the subjects included in the 
graded course of study, and perhaps the commissioner will not be 
obliged to report nineteen third grade teachers failing to obtain 
second grade certificates in a single year, as was the case in this 
district this year. 
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A. Epson Hatt, School Commissioner 
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I take pleasure in submitting the following report of the con- 
dition and progress of the schools of the second commissioner 
district of Saratoga county, for the year ending August 31, 1895. 

The educational work of this district has not been standing 
still this year. There seems to have been an awakening on the 
part of teachers, trustees and parents to the fact that if anything 
is accomplished, they must all work together. The uniform 
course of study has done much to awaken interest and secure 
more regular attendance. 

A training class was organized under the efficient management 
of A. M. Hollister, which has added greatly to the standing of the 
Corinth school. The graduating exercises of the training class 
were very fine. Superintendent of Training Classes A. S. Down- 
ing was there and made an address which was interesting and 
profitable. It did much toward the building up of the class for 
the present year. 

The schools of Saratoga Springs have had few changes this 
year. They are doing excellent work under the superior man- 
agement of Thomas R. Kneil. The union free school at Schuy- 
lerville is steadily making its way to a high place among the 
schools of this State, under the energetic control of Principal O. 
H. Burritt. The union free school at South Glens Falls is doing 
good work under the capable management of Principal James E. 
Kelly. The school was placed under the visitation of the regents 
this last year. 

Common school district No. 6 of the town of Moreau, located 
at Gansevoort, erected a $2,000 school building and changed from 
one to two teachers. Common school district No. 1 of the town 
of Corinth has erected a $1,500 schoolhouse and changed from one 
to two teachers. Common school district No. 5 of the town of 
Saratoga Springs built a new schoolhouse at a cost of $2,000, and 
changed from one to two teachers. Three districts have been 
annulled and one new one formed. 

The second of the graded institutes was held April 22 to 26, 
with very gratifying results. Conductors A. 8. Downing and 
Welland Hendrick were warmly welcomed by the teachers. The 
welcome accorded Miss Rice showed she had won a high place in 
the esteem of the teachers. Miss Eggleston’s primary work cap- 
tivated the institute. The teachers of this district say the grade 
institute has come to stay. Nothing else will ever satisfy them. 
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SCHENECTADY COUNTY 


Joun H. Verper, School Commissioner 
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I am pleased to present my second report because I am proud 
of my district and the progress made. We have two extra 
teachers’ quotas this year and will have one more next year. 

Our system of schools forms a continuous link from the district 
school to a finished college education. The district schools near- 
ly all use the commissioners’ course of study and examination. 
All our teachers, principals and professors are working in har- 
mony to furnish true scholars. 

Although tiresome, I think great good can be done by frequent 
inspections by commissioners. Parents, teachers and trustees 
feel complimented to know that an individual interest is taken 
and I have always found them pleased to be advised or counseled. 

All my footings in the above blank are increased from last year, 
and I think if there was a space left to record the interest taken 
in schools by teachers and commissioner it would correspond. 

We are financially embarrassed by the depressed condition of 
pusiness, yet Scotia expended $4,000 on a building that was 
worth $3,000. A new schoolhouse, with two stories, was erected 
at a cost of $1,500 by another district. I was more than grati- 
fied to induce, by persuasion, a district to vote to build a school- 
house in place of one condemned eight years ago, and the poorest 
building in my district. Several schoolhouses have been re- 
seated and all have received proper care and due attention. 

Our examinations have been a source of some uneasiness to me, 
yet I have always had teachers enough and a margin to draw 
from. I think Paige, De Graff and White improve discipline in 
our schools, but I noticed three of my teachers passed over eighty 


524 DeparTMENtT oF Pousuiic InstTrucrion 


per cent. in methods, and either failed to practice or did not try, 
and I will say frankly I would not send a child of my own to their 
schools, notwithstanding the provision of compulsory education. 
1 think commissioners in inspecting schools should have more 
power than suggestions when he positively knows there is no 
discipline whatever in a school. I have had one complaint made 
to me as to a teacher’s education, and she held a first grade cer- 
tificate, while two-thirds of my teachers do not please in the mat- 
ter of discipline. 

Trustees are selected chiefly on account of business ability and 
prominence in the community; often merchants are chosen. They 
are all men who must be paid when they work and all consider 
they are exercising great philanthropy when, with reluctance, 
they accept the burden of employing teachers, caring for school- 
house, and making out reports, but when they are asked to look 
after compulsory education they have approached the untenable 
part of the office and resign. Our ministers live a life of philan- 
thropy, yet receive financial compensation. .The business man 
is not impractical enough to lose his time, injure his business and 
reap his harvest of enemyes on a thankless task without ample 
pay. One person in my county can easily enforce the law, as I 
am sure there is little violation of the law now. 


SCHOHARIE COUNTY—Frirst Disrricr 


James K. Atverson, School Commissioner 
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I find in comparing my report with last year that the number of 
children attending school is fifty-five more than last year, and 
the aggregate attendance is 29,755 more. This I believe is large- 
ly due to the Compulsory Act. I have held seven examinations 
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with a total number of 410 candidates, comprising 224 different 
persons, with the following results, viz.: Two passed for a first, 
thirty-three for a second, end seventy-seven for a third grade; 112 
failed to obtain any grade. I have indorsed three first and thir- 
teen second grade, also renewed four first grade certificates. I 
have made 159 visits during the year. 

The number of teachers holding State certificates, normal di- 
plomas and college graduates’ certificates are thirteen (13), and 
T hope to report a greater number in my next report. I regret that 
this commissioner district has no teachers’ training class, and has 
not had for four or five years. 

It gives me very great pleasure to report one new school build- 
ing in the village of Sloansville, of which the inhabitants feel 
very proud. It cost about $1,300. Our institute was held at 
Middleburgh, under the eble conductor, Dr. H. R. Sanford, as- 
sisted by Mrs. B. Ellen Burke, Miss Florence Himes, Professor 
P. I. Bugbee and Principai H. H. Snell. It numbered eighty-one 
women and fifty men, and was a pronounced success. 

First, I believe the dates for examinations should be during 
the months of January, February, March, June, August, Septem- 
ber, and October. Second, the answers should be forwarded 
with the questions, as the commissioners are requested to pass 
judgment upon so many papers for the examinations held in 
March, September and October. Third, the Compulsory Edu- 
cation Law should be amended so trustees could feel safe in try- 
ing to enforce it. 
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R. E. Sternsera, School Commissioner 
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The whole number of children attending school during the past 
school year in this commissioner district was 3,426, an increase of 


as 
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179 children over last year. The aggregate days’ attendance 
during the past school year was 335,372, an increase of 19,974 
days over last year. 

According to the reports received from trustees, fifty-six chil- 
dren have been added to the schools of this commissioner district 
by reason of the enforcement of the Compulsory Education Law; 
and thirty-one have not complied with the law. My efforts have 
peen directed towards securing more regular attendance by those 
who were registered in the schools. The State or some of our 
large cities should establish truant schools. If a truant school 
could have been found, it would have received one boy from this 
district last year. A truant school is the only place where some 
children can receive proper training. There are trustees in this 
district who would be glad to compel certain children to go to a 
iruant school, but do not want them to attend the district school. 
The facilities of the district school are inadequate to deal proper- 
ly witha bad truant. He requires an undue amount of the teach- 
er’s time and attention; he retards the work of the teacher and 
the school; the influence of his presence and association is not 
desired by the parents of well-behaved children. 

The schoolhouses of districts No. 2 of Richmondville, No. 10 of 
Jefferson, and No. 9 of Summit have been repaired and furnished 
with new seats, The question of a new schoolhouse with two 
rooms is being agitated both at West Fulton and Breakabeen. 
Two teachers are employed in one room at Fultonham and Barn- 
erville. Efforts are being made, with some hope of success, to 
get the buildings divided into two rooms in order to secure great- 
er convenience, better work, and more satisfactory results. 


SCHUYLER COUNTY 


J. L. Buck, School Commissioner 
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By a comparison of the first page of the report this year with 
that of last, it will be seen that the number of teachers simultane- 
ously employed in this county has been increased by two; the 
number of pupils attending the public schools has increased 150; 
and the aggregate days’ attendance is 20,100 more than it was 
last year. While this would indicate an increase in the school 
population of the county, the reverse is true, as 150 less children 
of school age residing in the county are reported this year than 
were reported last. 

The enforcement of the Compulsory Education Law is undoubt- 
edly one cause for this marked increase in attendance, but a more 
potent cause is the increasing interest in education that is mani- 
fest in many places throughout the county. I do not report ad- 
vancement all along the sine, yet the general outlook is truly en- 
couraging. 

We have a corps of teachers that will compare favorably with 
the teachers of any other county in the State. During the year 
1894 over 85 per cent. of all the candidates who tried the second 
grade examinations obtained certificates. Of the 195 different 
candidates who entered the examination the last school year 148 
have received or are entitled to receive certificates. Twenty of 
the remaining fifty-two obtained standings in the August exam- 
inations entitling them to certificates. By the above it will be 
seen that less than 17 per cent. of those who entered the examina- 
tion failed. Can any other county show a better record? 
I have urged the experienced teachers to attend our first grade 
examinations, and I am happy to state that nearly thirty-five were 
present last August, and nine candidates were given certificates. 

During the last year district No. 23, Hector, has enlarged their 
schoolhouse at a cost of nearly $700, and a primary department 
has been added. The teaching force in No. 39, Hector, has been 
inereased to three, and No. 16, Tyrone, during the last year, has 
employed two teachers instead of one as formerly. 

The teachers’ institute held at Havana December 17-21, was a 
success. It was conducted by Professor Ralph W. Thomas of 
Colgate University. He was ably assisted by Francis Cheney, 
A. M., and Miss Sara Saunéers of Cortland, Professor Chas. Thur- 
ber of Colgate, and the teachers of Cook Academy. 8S. Whitford 
Maxson, representing the Department, was also present, and 
eave us some interesting and practical instruction. No effort 
was spared by those who were in charge of the work or by the 
teachers present to make it a “model institute,” many of whom 
voted it the best both mentally and socially they ever attended. 
The faculty of Cook Academy, the teachers of the Havana Union 
School, and the people of the village in general, were untiring in 
their efforts to make us al! feel that we were among our friends. 
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The ordinary work of the schools of this county may be charac- 
terized as heretofore. The uniform examinations supply the 
requisite number of teachers with a small surplus. Asa sign of 
promise I note that a larger number of teachers are working for 
first grade certificates and that there are more appointments to 
pormal schools. 

Our Teachers’ Association, organized in May last, has come to 
stay. The meetings have been well attended and much interest 
manifested. 

The graded course of study, introduced in this county last year, 
is proving an incentive to better work, and I expect to find excel- 
lent results during the coming year. 

The institute was held in April, I. H. Stout, A. M., conductor, 
assisted by Mrs. Burke, Miss Himes and E. E. Scribner. The 
work imbued the teachers with more of the professional spirit, 
and they returned to their respective duties with an earnest reso- 
lution to improve upon the past. 
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In submitting my annual report it gives me great satisfaction 
10 report the progress made during the school +.-ar just ended. I 
am now able to report an organization of a 1:-+ and progressive 
Teachers’ Association, with a membership of over one hundred. 
Principal E. A. Rhodes of the Hamnmondsport Union School is the 
president, and I predict for the association a successful career 
under his efficient leadership. 

In my last report I mentioned that the commissioners’ graded 
examinations were introduced in a few of the schools; I am now 
glad to report them as introduced in all the common schools of 
the district, and think they are a grand incentive to study, mak- 
ing both teacher and pupil do more efficient work. 

On all sides it is easily seen that the schools of this district 
are having an era of prosperity and progress. We now have ten 
union schools, eight of which are subject to regents’ visitation, 
four common schools having more than one department, and 116 
employing one teacher, making in all a grand total of 130. 
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As I was not appointed to the office of school commissioner 
until the 1st of July, I have had no upportunity to judge of the 


condition of the schools in my district. 
deem it best to defer my report until next year. 


In view of this fact, I 
T wish, how- 


ever, to thank the Department for its assistance and for the cour- 
tesies extended since my appointment. 
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school year 


Aggregate days’ at- 
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Since my last annual report I have made 215 official visits to 
the schools in this district, and find them, with a few exceptions, 
in a prosperous condition. There seems to be a steady, healthy 
growth in all that tends to their advancement. It is of interest 
to note that there has been an increase of 48,521 days’ attendance 
over that of the preceding year. 

The teachers of this commissioner district are earnest and ener- 
vetic, and I believe they are using every means possible to fit 
themselves for better work. 

The graded course of study has been generally introduced into 
our schools, and although not yet fully tested, its results thus far 
have been very satisfactory. 

District No. 1, Canisteo, has been changed to a union free school 
during the past year, and is now under the regents. The union 
school at Arkport is also under the regents. 

Hornellsville Union Scsool and Academy and Canisteo Acad- 
emy each have an enthusiastic training class. The classes are 
not so large as in preceding years owing to the radical changes 
made in the regulations governing these classes. Iam satisfied, 
however, that much better results will be realized; for last year, 
out of a class of sixteen, but four were entitled to professional 
certificates at the close of the year’s work. 

The Compulsory Education Law was quite generally enforced 
throughout the district. According to the trustees’ annual re- 
ports it caused an increase in attendance of 106 pupils. 

The teachers’ institute for this commissioner district was held 
at Canisteo December 17-21, 1894, Professor A. C. McLachlan as 
conductor, assisted by Mrs. Burke, Professor Maycock of the Buf- 
falo Normal School, Dr. Schmitz of the Geneseo Normal School, 
R. W. Swetland, A. M., of Cook Academy, and Superintendent W. 
R. Prentice of Hornellsville. This was a very interesting and 
profitable institute. 

Arbor Day was observed in 104 districts and 231 trees were 
planted. 
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Southold. ...... 17 18 | 35 | 1,467 | 183,734 | 48,470 2,522, 682 4,800 32 15,337 48| 20 
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During the school year ending July 31, 1895, 250 more pupils 
were registered in the schools of this district than during the 
previous year. There has also been an increase of 57,848 days 
in the aggregate attendance. Considering these increases to 
have been made on a school population one less than last year, we 
conclude that the Compulsory School Law has had a salutary 
effect in this end of Suffolk county. Trustees have in almost 
every instance employed teachers for the full school year of thir- 
ty-two or more weeks, which, in our opinion, is an important fac- 
tor in securing good schools. 

Our institute was held at Greenport, beginning April 1 and 
closing on the 5th. Miss Himes and Miss Eggleston were with us 
for the first time; they were deservedly popular. Professor Isaac 
H. Stout was conductor and he certainly knows how to make a 
successful institute. Superintendent Crooker visited our insti- 
tute, and gave an address, which was highly appreciated. 

The Teachers’ District Association held profitable sessions dur- 
ing the year. All the district schools of the district are follow- 
ing the commissioners’ course of study, in several of which pupils 
completed the course and held commencement exercises of a very 
creditable character. Several districts had a grand rally and 
flag raising. 

The amendment, makirg it unlawful for a trustee to employ 
as teacher any person related to him by blood or marriage, has 


created more unpleasantness than we have ever experienced from 
the old law. 


Commissioners’ Rerorts—Svurrotk Country 5383 


SUFFOLK COUNTY—Sxrconp Disrricr 


Cuas, W. Forpxam, School Commissioner 


! 


ve ee x3 Pons) 4b oO ’ Ce og a 
ectee 1 |: ea! = © “0 ge © 
epee ee ES nt ‘3B a SP As © 

Pai Suet RE 5 Oe me) H 
Sslob lagl/o8 2s a AE) a5 iB Hi 
=e 2 =| 2 a) —@ 3 oO re oO 
& AAR ;ee aro oo . ES) as e) 
SOM asics ESAS |" 9) Be | as 22 we ee 
i Q s HBAS fol Be 
Ee &h)/O4|8 oo? ° 5 ° ° cs] 

DISTRICT |2S|+es/ng/Ag_|28P| 23 ou > Si wives 
Se o2s\sslous| #83) Se | Be gag By |s8 
ee ga2\< patent | ob o Q io a 
BB sezlouls as 5 oo cy 6°56 on Ae 
BS|SPRSSiS5a| o82] aa g gag aS ls 
aw ia - < > 4 4 { Zi 


Smithtown ....} 7 6 | 9 | 847 | 33,903 | $12,700 $683,396 $1,058 78 $3,243 63 it 
Babylon ....... 7 8 | 24 | 1,212 | 141,879 | 81,150 1,121,138 3.217 78 16,840 91 1 
LQTS Sele eee 13 19 | 42 | 2,112 | 273,622 | 109,663 2,732,345 5.385 71 29.011 52} 19 
Huntington....} 19 22 | 39 | 1,735 | 194,932 | 46,270 2,120,926 5,158 06 15,196 93 | 36 
Brookhaven ...| 36 29 | 68 | 2,829 | 334,973 | 82,137 3,355,477 9,132 70 27,943 91] 52 

otal ccc. 82 84 es pees 979,309 |$331,920| $10,013,282 | $23,953 03 | $92,286 90 | 109 


It is with great pleasure that I look over the past year of school 
work and its results in this commissioner district. We are still 
building fine schoolhouses, and others are contemplated. A 
greater number of children attended school and _ the 
aggregate of days’ attendance is larger than ever. More 
teachers were employed than the year before, a larger proportion 
were normal graduates anja larger amount of money was raised 
by tax. The following figures show the increase for the year: 
Schools, one; teachers, e‘'ght; number of children attending 
school, 548; days’ attendance, 62,558; value of school buildings, 
$31,118; assessed valuation, $539,816; raised by local tax, $3,570. 

The church and the schoolhouse ought to be the most beautiful 
and attractive buildings in a viliage. Where the schoolhouse has 
been made ~omfortable, healthful and pleasant, there our great 
gains in the number of pupils and aggregate attendance have 
been made—especially so where free books have been added to 
jree tuition. In some schools the book bills are a great burden 
to poor parents. Books ought to be as free as the instruction. 

Another thing has been noticed where our attractive new 
schoolhouses have been built, viz.: That the poorer children 
come to school better dressed and are in every way more careful 
as to personal appearance and behavior. A new ideal is born, 
and dignity and self-respect enter the child’s life. The Compul- 
cory Education Law has worked weil, but our new schoolhouses 
have worked better. oe are 
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The schools of this district are generally in good condition, and 
I think steadily improving. This is due in a great measure to 
a growing public sentiment in favor of good schools, and to the 
excellent and constantly improving quality of the teachers em- 
ployed. 

The school buildings, with two or three exceptions, are now in 
good condition. Three new school buildings have been built 
during the past year, and are now about ready for use. Others 
have been largely repaired and newly seated. 

The Union Free Schoo! building at Monticello is a grand 
structure, and under the supervision of Prof. W. W. Miller is do- 
ing excellent work. The faculty of the school consists princi- 
pally of expcrienced teachers, with push and energy, who have 
made teaching a profession, and who are well prepared for the 
work. The board of education deserve much credit for the pres- 
ent excellent condition of this school. 

I have made 100 school visits during the past school year. I 
have managed to stay at each school visited from two hours to 
a half day. I have paid special attention to the work done by 
teachers and pupils, and I can say that the outlook for the future 
is encouraging. 

I am now making arrangements for the coming institute, to be 
held at Monticello, October 28-November 1, 1895, with Professor 
Bardwell of Cortland, conductor. 
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When I made my first round of visiting schools in this commis- 
sioner district I was shocked at the miserable condition in which 
I found the school buildings, and my work as commissioner for 
a year and a half has been, mainly, in trying to put these build- 
ings in a better state of repair. While not ali has been done 
along this line that should perhaps have been, as in some of the 
poorer districts it has seemed impossible to secure necessary re- 
pairs, yet most of the houses are now in good condition and fur- 
nished with patent seats and desks. 

Conductor Sanford speut a week with me visiting schools, with 
great profit to myself, the schools, and teachers. 

We have had large classes at every examination held during 
the past year, and though a very small percentage of the class 
succeed in passing at each examination, still these teachers are 
showing a marvelous degree of pluck and endurance, and many 
of them will succeed. 

I did a certain amount of work in each school visited during the 
year and I am of the impression that there is being much work 
done by the pupils on subjects that will be of little or no prac- 
tical value to them after leaving school. Too much of certain 
parts of arithmetic that will never be of any benefit to the indi- 
vidual after he steps from the class-room. Too much of the 
technicalities of grammar and too little attention paid to 
the correct use of language, either in the class when 
reciting or in conversation when upon the play grounds. 
There are too many attempts to teach too many things, which 
may perhaps produce a smattering of ideas of the different sub- 
jects, but will be conducive to no real knowledge of any kind. 
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I am in favor of making the second grade certificates good for 
three years; of raising the standing of third grades to seventy-five 
per cent., and of not renewing first grades that were issued when 
«ommissioners did the marking. 


TIOGA COUNTY 


L. O. Wiswett, School Commissioner 
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Among the special agencies which have been active in improy- 
ing the schools in this county during the past year are the train- 
ing classes, the institute, the Owego Summer School, and the 
County Teachers’ Association. 

The valuable instructior: and training given to members of the 
teachers’ classes are manifest in a large proportion of our schools, 
and thus is hastened the approaching day when special training 
will be required of every teacher. In the organization of the in- 
stitute, a new and highly successful plan of grading was fol- 
towed. Each forenoon the members attended upon instruction 
in the primary, the intermediate or the advanced section, as their 
greatest needs warranted; in the afternoon all met in one body for 
the discussion of topics of general interest, In this way every 
teacher gained something of value in his particular line of work, 
and yet the strength and enthusiasm which comes of great num- 
bers were not wanting. The actual daily attendance was at 
least 350. While the attendance at the Owego Summer School 
was not so great as in the preceding year, the advantages to the 
six or eight score of students were even greater. The managers 
spared no pains to fulfill all promises, and the best instructors to 
be had were secured. 
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It is believed that the uniform course of study has had the ef- 
fect to increase the general attendance of pupils somewhat, but 
the increase of more than 34,000 days, which we note with pleas- 
ure, must be due principaily to the operation of the Compulsory 
Education Law,which has been very fairly enforced in this county. 

Contentment is a pleasing quality, but it helps no one to im- 
prove. There will be cause for dissatisfaction among the earn- 
est friends of our schools while teachers lack training, maturity 
or character; while school management lacks fitness or efficiency ; 
while any child, through lack of text-books or decent clothing, is 
made to feel the degradation of beggary before admittance to 
school; while school surroundings are untidy, uncomfortable, or 
not properly furnished; while rates of taxation for school pur- 
poses remain grossly unequal. 

Having a greater number of teachers under my supervision 
than any other school commisioner in the State except one, and 
four times as mauy as some, it could hardly be expected that I 
should be able to visit each school very frequently; yet I regret to 
say that serious sickness in my family and the death of one near 
to me prevented my visiting a number of schools even once during 
the year. It is true that I had full term reports from each teach- 

er, and very many communications from school officers; but, 
though valuable, they were not satisfactory substitutes for per- 
sonal visits. 
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During the past year I have annulled school district No. 3, Dan- 
by, and its territory has been duly annexed to adjoining districts. 
T have also changed the number of school district No. 17, Danby, 
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to No.3. Since making my last report the trustees of eleven dis- 
tricts in my jurisdiction have reseated their school-rooms with 
modern furniture. The trustees are also quite generally com- 
plying with the flag law. 

One of the serious probiems here is, What shall we do with the 
financially weak districts? Notice the inequality that exists in 
the valuation of some of the school districts in this commissioner 
district. There are threc districts whose assessed valuation is 
more than $100,000, five of more than $90,000, seven of more than 
$80,000, nine of more than $70,000, fourteen of more than $60,000, 
twenty-one of more than $20,000, twelve of less than $20,000, four 
of less than $10,000. There are two in the town of Newfield, one 
whose assessed valuation is $7,740 and the other $7,720, and each 
of these districts are very much in need of a new house and new 
furniture, but they are not able to bear the expense; neither can 
I justly dissolve and consolidate these districts in many cases, 
from the fact that they are almost invariably located in the most 
thinly settled sections of the town, and to annul would mean to 
place some children three or three and a half miles from school 
and compel them in going to and from school to travel the worst 
roads in the town. From the above valuations it is evident that 
when one taxpayer pays $2 in one district, another will be obliged 
to pay $25 in another to secure the same school privileges, and 
then he will fail because the conditions are such that the weak dis- 
tricts cannot successfully compete with the strong ones. I be- 
lieve the township system will correct much of this injustice and 
I therefore am heartily in favor of it. 
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In submitting my last report to the State Department of Pub- 
lic Instruction, I wish to testify to the pleasure and help that the 
work of the last three years have given me. Owing to the effect- 
ive work of my predecessor, I found the buildings generally in 
good repair, so I have not much improvement to report in that 
line. 

The union school building at Groton has been doubled in size, 
and an additional teacher employed. The people of Ludlowville, 
after voting to change from a common to a union free school dis- 
trict, have built a schoolhouse which adds much to the attractive- 
ness of the place, and have placed therein two extra teachers. 
One new schoolhouse has also been built in a country district, and 
some reseated. 

I much regret the fact that this commissioner district is to have 
no training class the coming year. Jam convinced of their value 
by the results I see as I visit the schools of the members of the 
former classes, and I trust that another year a class may again 
be organized here. Durirg the year I have made 171 visits, and 
i find the teachers young men and women who are earnest work- 
ers. My work among them has had for its aim the use of better 
methods in the school-room, a realization on the part of the teach- 
er of the real meaning of the work engaged in, and the need of 
professional training, Many of the teachers attended a summer 
school the past year, most of them take an educational paper, and 
all are quick to act on any suggestion which helps them to become 
better teachers. Asan outcome of the growth of the teachers, I 
have to report a gradual improvement in the schools. 

Our last institute, held at Dryden, was a very helpful one 
to us all, and gained from some of the teachers the name of being 
the best one ever attended by them. 
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Joun J. Moran, School Commissioner 
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Since my last report I have visited all the schools in this com- 
missioner district at least twice, except Nos. 7 and 17, town of 
Saugerties, making a total of 281 visits. 

A uniform system for grading the schools in this district has 
been in use since 1888. Substantial progress has been made 
from year to year. They will rank, with but few exceptions, 
among the best schools in any commisioner district in this State. 
With trained and experienced teachers, and faithful and intelli- 
gent supervision, the public has a right to confidently expect that 
the schools will advance in the future with even greater rapidity 
than they have in the past. 

Three teachers’ meetings were held during the year. Hereafter 
regular meetings will be held on the fourth Saturday of each 
month. The elevation of the professional standard among 
teachers is most likely to be effected through these meetings. It 
will be the aim of those in charge to make them interesting and 
helpful in every way. 

The teacher occupies positions of trust and responsibility 
and should be amply recompensed for the arduous and important 
work of moulding the human mind. If teachers as a body would 
make their position in the community a tower for good if they 
would secure the professional prestige, and the ample compensa- 
tion that their work deserves, they should avail themselves of 
every means possible for a more thorough knowledge of the sci- 
ence underlying the development of mind, and they will be found 
aot only at the regular meetings, but also co-operating in every 
good work undertaken by the association for mutual improve- 
ment, and for the hest interests of the boys and girls under their 
charge. Following are some of the subjects discussed during 
the year: ay 

Theory and Practice of Teaching; School Management; What 
is Education? History—tlow to teach it; What course is best to 
secure to every child the privilege of a Common School Eduea- 
tion; What we see and how we see in Perspective Drawing; Some 
Fundamentals, Direction and Place; The four process method of 
teaching the number eight; How may we best teach Current His- 
tory; Language—Seventh Grade; Longitude and Time; Consoli- 
dation of School Districts in the City of Kingston; How may we 
interest our pupils in American History; Should children be 
taught to draw objects without having the object before them to 
study. 

Considerable attention is being given in this district to the im- 
portant subject of properly heating and ventilating school-rooms. 
I have had circulars forwarded to the trustees of the schools de- 
scribing the excellent system of heating and ventilation of school- 
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rooms in Montgomery county, this State. Directions: The stove 
with a piece of zinc under it, is placed in the coldest rear corner 
of the room and properly connected to chimney with tight fitting 
smoke pipe. The foul-air pipe, six inches to eight inches in di- 
ameter, is placed in the other rear corner commencing eight 
inches from floor and continue to ceiling, thence along 
ceiling to chimney, where it should enter tightly. In the foul- 
air pipe a tight damper is placed about four feet from floor. Un- 
der the middle of the stove cut a hole in the floor eight inches by 
ten inches to receive the cold air register. From this register a 
cold air supply pipe of the same size as the register is made to 
pass under the floor and out through the foundation wall, just 
below the sill, with wire screen at mouth. Around the stove is 
vlaced a cylindrical galvanized iron jacket, which is four inches 
to six inches larger in diameter than the base of the stove, and 
has a height of from four feet to four feet six inches. In front 
of the jacket, within two inches of the floor, is placed a large door 
(out of which the ashes are taken) called the ash door. Above 
this is placed another door through which the fire may be kindled, 
and in the rear a small door is required through which the check 
damper may be reached. Place the thermometer near teacher’s 
desk about four feet from floor. If there is a good stove of 
proper size and a pipe connecting it tightly with the chimney, the 
cost of jacket, ventilating shaft and fresh air pipe is but trifling. 
In schools where there is no system of ventilation, I would recom- 
mend the simple plan suggested by Mr. Samuel A. Heimes of 
Kingston, N. Y. It does away with draughts without any ex- 
pensive appliances, and it continually renews the atmosphere 
without being felt by the occupants of the room. Following are 
the directions: Two ordinary panes of window glass are placed 
in the upper frame of one or more windows. One pane, the outer 
cne, is placed in the sash, and held in place by glazier points and 
putty. The only difference from an ordinary pane is that it is 
about two inches too short, and raised that much from the bot- 
tom, leaving the lower edge free, and being held in place by the 
end and iwo sides. A second pane, the inner one, is placed 
against the moulding of the same sash, which is always wide 
enough to admit of its being used for this purpose. This glass is 
also cut about two inches short, but is adjusted so that the open 
spaceisontop. This pane is held in position by the lower edge 
and the two sides. The space between the two panes should not 
he less than one-half inch. It is, however, regulated by the thick- 
ness of the framework and the depth of the inner moulding. The 
inner pane should be movable and so arranged that it may be 
taken down and replaced rapidly and without danger of break- 
age. This result is arrived at by framing the edges of the inner 
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pane with a light U-shaped rubber rim, which has sufficient ad- 
herence to keep the pane firmly in place. The inner pane thus 
protected is then put in place and secured to the moulding by 
means of small clamps attached to the frame by small screws. 
For medium size windows two clamps, near each corner, and one 
clamp on each side near th. upper border, are sufficient; whatever 
the shape and depth of the inner moulding may be, the pane 
should be cut so that the rubber rim rests against the frame, so 
that by turning the eccentric clamps tighter the pane is held firm- 
ly in place and cannot rattle or break. 

This system of ventilation with its parallel glass panes and op- 
posite openings directs a continuous stream of air vertically 
towards the ceiling of the room, and ventilates it without the 
least draught. By this arrangement all the pure air needed 
is secured. If teachers would give a little more attention to this 
subject there would be much less sickness and many more health- 
ier and happier children. 

The boards of education in Kingston school district, Union 
Free School District No. 10, Saugerties, and school district No. 3, 
city of Kingston, are contcmplating buying more land, and it is 
probable that three new bildings will be erected within a year. I 
would recommend that the two small school districts 5 and 8, 
town of Saugerties, in the village of Saugerties, be annulled, and 
the territory annexed to Union Free School District No. 10 ad- 
joining, providing that arrangements be agreed upon for the con- 
veyance of the children living at a distance from the village. This 
plan is in operation elsewhere, and the results are satisfactory. 

Seven hundred and sixty-one volumes were added to the li- 
braries during the year. The books are generally well taken 
care of, because they are but little read. In Kingston school 
district, Union Free School Districts 2 and 4, City of Kingston, 
and Union Free School District No. 10, Saugerties, however, the 
young people are becoming more interested in the reading of good 
books. In the latter district the public library is open for deliy- 
ery of books from 3 P. M. to 5 P. M. daily except Sundays and 
legal holidays. Residents of the district over sixteen years of 
age, may obtain books froni the librarian for home use, upon sign- 
ing the obligation on the borrower’s card. Persons under six- 
teen years of age cannot receive a book without an order from a 
parent or guardian. But one book can be taken at a time and 
may be retained fourteen days. 

Our institute, held in the Court House, Kingston, October 22- 
26, was well attended. Number registered—men, thirty; women, 
124; total, 154. Conductor Augustus S. Downing was ably as- 
sisted by Mr. Charles R. Skinner, State Supervisor of Institutes 
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and Training Classes; Dr. James M. Milne of the State Normal 
School, Oneonta; Miss Gratia L. Rice, State Director in Drawing; 
Mrs. B. Ellen Burke, State Instructor in Primary Work; Profes- 
sor Walter S. Lattimer and Miss Anna M. Reed of the State Nor- 
mal School, New Paltz; Principal Henry W. Callahan of Kings- 
ton Academy, Principal William E. Bunten of Ulster Academy, 
Principal Egbert Lewis of Union Free School District No. 4, 
Kingston; Principal Fred N. Moulton of Union Free School Dis- 
trict No. 10, Saugerties; and Professor W. Whiting Fredenburgh 
of Kingston. Dr. Skinrer’s lecture on Education for Citizen- 
ship included a concise summary of the scope of the instruction 
and training for citizenship that should be given in schools, while 
the conductor and his assistants adapted their work to the needs 
of the schools. The exhibition of school work as usual was an 
interesting feature and the best ever shown in this district. 
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Mirztarp W. Barpwin, School Commissioner 
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The uniform examinations have brought about good results. 
Under the present regulations, first grade and training class cer- 
tificates may be renewed. I would recommend another plan for 
such renewals. Teachers wishing their certificate renewed 
should submit a thesis upon some branch of professional work; 
the theme to be selected from a list prepared by the Superintend- 
ent of Public Instruction. This line of work would not only en- 
courage closer investigation of the principles of education, but 
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would demand more attention to the study of the English lan- 
guage. 

The institute held in this district was a grand success. Con- 
ductor Hendrick, assisted by Mrs. Burke, Miss Himes, and the 
faculty of the New Paltz Normal School, gave very practical 
work. The good results were seen in the schools visited after 
institute week. Jam not in favor of uniting two commissioner 
districts and holding what is popularly known as the graded in- 
stitute. Tio make the institute work more beneficial I believe a 
definite course of study should be arranged and teachers required 
to prepare for institute work as they prepare for work in the nor- 
mal and training classes. 

As usual Ulster county received its public school money about 
the first of June instead of April Ist, as the law provides. Asa 
result about fifty teachers in this commissioner district were com- 
pelled to teach three ov four months before receiving their 
wages. Teachers may collect their wages at the end of each 
calendar month, but the majority prefer retaining their positions 
another year rather than to force a district into monthly pay- 
ments. I believe this hoiding back the public school money from 
April to June is unnecessary. If it is necessary then why not 
pay to the counties interest upon the money from the time it is 
due? 

In my report of last year I called your attention to the poor 
condition of the records pertaining to common school districts as 
found in the office of trustee, town and district clerks, This 
year I shall endeavor to make the suggestion more definite by 
submitting outlines for necessary books and blanks. We may be 
getting too much “red tape” into our school system, 
yet I believe the books and blanks recommended will 
aid school officers and give a uniform and permanent rec- 
ord of school matters. This condition is so general throughout 
the State that the next Legislature should be asked to provide for 
the publication of suitable books in which the records shall be 
kept. 

[The blanks mentioned in the above paragraph have been re- 
ceived by the Department and are acknowledged with thanks. 
They show much thought and careful preparation and would be 
of great value to our school government if means could be ob- 
tained from the Legislature for their printing and general distri- 
bution. Lack of space, however, forbids our publishing them in 
full in this report. The following are their titles: “Minutes of 
Annual and Special School Meetings;’ “Report of 
District Clerk to Town Clerk of Annual School 
Meetings;” “Report of Town Olerk to School Com- 
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missioner of Annual School Meetings;’ “Record of School 
District Officers by Towns;” “Record of School District Boun- 
daries by Towns;” “Record of School Moneys by Towns;’ “Record 
of Teachers Employed in Commissioner District;” “Blank Book 
for Trustees’ Warrants ;” ‘“ Ledger for School District Accounts.” } 


ULSTER COUNTY—tTauarrp Disrricr 


E. C. Dovetas, School Commissioner 
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UC eer aaa 16; 11/16) 623] 57.844 7.760 351,242 2,309 95 2,514 08 16 
Rochester ....-.| 16 9/18] 791) 65,302) 11460 406,550 2.377 69 3,198 91 | 20 
Shandaken ..-..| 13 Id | 16 734 | 66.966 | 10,812 908,892 2,143 69 3,583 63 | 13 
Wawarsing....| 29 21 | 48 | 1,983 | 223.521 | 43,770 782,940 6,617 16 11.635 62 | 28 
Woodstock ....| 7 ee ss 350 | 33,589 3,900 406,388 1,049 80 1,160 78 6 
| | | — = —. — 

Total .-.-.- 100 55 |124 | 4,888 | 482,175 | $84,117) $3,010,925 | $16,673 67 | $24,363 00 | 100 


Having. been called away from my district early during the 
present year, I was unable to give the schools the personal super- 
vision they should have had during a large portion of the year. I 
believe that my successor, Mr. Chas. Sitzer, will ably fill the office 
and that the schools of the district will advance under his care. 
He will find a loyal corps of teachers, with whom it is a pleasure 
to work. 

The most urgent present need of our rural schools is the early 
adoption of the township system, the consolidation of weak dis- 
tricts, and the eventual «4option of the plan of transporting pu- 
pils to larger central schools. 

The Legislature, during its last session, saw fit to pass a law 
which has met with the universal disapproval of all 
the leading educators of the State. I refer to the 
jaw in reference to teaching physiology in the schools. 
I believe that the former Jaw on the statute books was as well 
enforced as any ever passed, I believe the present law to be 
most pernicious, violating correct pedagogical principles, and 
that it should be speedily repealed or modified. 
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All changes made in regulations governing the uniform exam- 
inations are I believe calculated to make them more efficient, and 
to raise the standard of teachers. <A report should be submitted 
by school commissioners of all teachers teaching in their dis- 
tricts, giving data respecting the grade and date of their certifi- 
cate, district in which they teach, time when they commenced 
service, and term thereof. This will close up the last gap, and 
do away with the employment of unlicensed teachers. 

The Compulsory Education Law has proven itself a wise meas- 
ure, and has the support of all our better citizens. It should be 
amended so as to be more surely and easily enforced in rural dis- 
tricts. 

I wish in closing to express my heartfelt appreciation of the 
loyalty and support of my teachers during the time I have been 
associated with them. 


WARREN COUNTY 


Miss Roxiz G. Turrix, School Commissioner 
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Bolton aasee.es 9. 13 | 11 826 | 26,747 | $4,145 $392,850 | $1,183 75 | $1,689 58 | 10 
Caldwell. ..... 6 8] 10} 817] 33,489} 19,409 694,560 | 1,087 17 | 7,539 53 | 16 
Chester. - -| 16 5 | 19 625 | 53,164 5,975 320,408 | 2,394 46 | 2,316 12 | 30 
Hague... 6 6 6 200 | 17,024; 2,050 137,730 | 740 12 | 103815 | 4 
Horicon... 9 9|10} 381] 82,294] 3,060} 131,630 | 1,247 05 | 137754] 19 
Johnsburg. ...| 20 2}21]) 741] 56,373) 4,905 | 366,332 2,544 93 | 3,384 82 | 41 
Luzerne ...... 10 7) 12] 899] 37,683| 5200] 163,715 | 1,509 74] 219108 | 12 
Queensbury.. | 19 20 | 47 | 2,124 | 236,621 | 55,730| 5,498,905 7,222 66 | 18,441 06} 32 
Stony Creek ..| 10 6} 11} 830}| 27,594] 4.025 107,402 1,315 49 | 1,403 44] 12 
Thurman..... 10 4 8 218 | 16,452 2,070 68, 867 1.173 89 1,004 35 12 
Warrensburg.| 10 5 | 15 480 | 49,283 8,125 380,675 1,985 28 3,230 74 | 6 
Rotalenees 125 85/170 | 6,141 | 586,554 $114,685) $8,262,574 $22,404 54 $43,616 41 | 194 


Every available licensed teacher in the county, as well as the 
overilow from adjacent countics, was pressed into service this 
year, and still a few temporary liceases were required to com- 
plete thenumber. That our rural schools should be in a prosper- 
ous condition under such circumstances is too much to expect. 
The truth is, Warren county has too many schools and employs 
too many teachers. In more than sixty of our schools this year 
the average daily attendance ranged from three to fifteen. If 
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thirty schools corld be substituted for the sixty, and provision 
could be made for conveying the children to and from school, the 
burden of taxation would be lightened, and the schools them- 
selves vastly improved. The district of large area should receive 
from the State a reasonable allowance for “mileage,” sufficient 
to place it on a par with the district of small area; this would 
tend to encourage consolidation among the weaker districts, par- 
ticularly in localities where new buildings are urgently needed. 
If we cannot have the township law, this would seem to be a 
substitute which can easily give place to that beneficent meas- 
ure when some future Legislature shall cover itself with glory 
by enacting it. 

This year’s average daily attendance is 12 per cent. greater 
than that of last year, while last year exceeded the preceding 
one in this respect by but half of one per cent. This 
increase of attendance must be due almost entirely to the 
Compulsory Law. If this law may be so amended that common 
school districts shall have an attendance officer other than the 
trustee, some obstacles in the way of its enforcement will thereby 
be removed. 

During this school year Union Free School No. 1, Caldwell, has 
erected a fine two-story brick building; district No. 16, Queens- 
bury, has erected a commodious and attractive frame building, as 
has also district No.17, Johnsburg. Several other districts have 
repaired their schoolhouses in a substantial manner, and sup- 
plied them with patent desks and other conveniences. 


WASHINGTON COUNTY —Firsr Disrricr 


Wm. H. Dennis, School Commissioner 
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Argyle...------ /16.| 2319] 507| 52,396] $8,200] $1,194,625 | $2,104 98 | $2,300 42 | 19 
Cambridge.....| 13] 23/13 | , 365| 35,289] 7,005] 1,273,200] 1,514 34| 1,719 39 | 18 
Easton ..------ ig} 381/18] 338| 30,605] 7,855] 1,352,750 | 2,083 98 | 2,365 35 | 32 
Ft. Edward..... 9] 14| 26| 997| 120,766 | 27,950] 1,237,495 | 2,941 02 | 10,551 57| 8 
Greenwich ....| 16 | 29 | 28 | 1,050 | 120,737} 25,443] 1,941,770 | 3,642 63 | 7,155 45 | 13 
Jackson ..----- 1o| 14] 10] ‘228 19,625] 5,245 681,008 | 1,129 33 | 1,619 45 | 16 
Salem. 2-/5¢--. 17| 21 | 24| 559] 66,382} 39,740| 1,262,172 | 2,828 02 | 4.671 09 | 19 
White Creek...|12 | 23] 21) 710| 84,873] 32,830] 1,521,252 | 2.65804) 7,941 92] 19 

Total ...-..| 111 | 189 /159 | 4,754 | 530,623 |$154,268| $10,464,272 | $18.902 34 | $38,324 64 | 139 
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In submitting this my sccond annual report I desire to call at- 
tention to some figures taken from the foregoing table and the 
corresponding table of last year, which show a decided improvye- 
ment and necessarily an increased interest on the part of pupils 
and patrons. The number of teachers employed for legal term 
this year, 159; last year, 154; and while the number of children at- 
tending school is about the same, the aggregate attendance is 
530,623 against 499,393 last year, making an increase of 31,230. 
Amount raised by local tax for school purposes, $38,324.64, and 
$35,820.86 last year. 

The increased aggregate attendance I attribute to the Compul- 
sory Law and the introduction of the graded course of study, 
which proves a great incentive to regular attendance and work 
done generally, both on the part of pupil and teacher. I have 
devoted much time in introducing the course of study, with very 
gratifying results. I consider it a step in the right direction, and 
think when the introduction is more thoroughly completed and 
jts workings more nearly perfected we shall realize much benefit. 

We have a very efficient corps of teachers, but our supply is 
somewhat limited; so much so that it is quite difficult to supply 
all the schools. However, they are doing work that is worthy of 
the highest commendation. To verify this statement one would 
only have to visit the school exhibit at our fairs. 

Districts Nos. 4 and 8 of Jackson each have built a new school- 
house, and district No. 7 of Fort Edward so thoroughly repaired 
the school building as to have the appearance of a new one both 
inside and out. Through my suggestions some few others have 
been quite extensively repaired, which in my judgment health 
and comfort demanded. Others have been reseated with patent 
desks, much to the comfort of pupils. In all there has-been ex- 
pended the past year for schoolhouses, repairs and improving 
sites, etc., the sum of $8,372.20. On the whole the year has been 
one of improvement, which should be credited entirely to trus- 
tees, teachers and patrons. 

Our last institute, held at Greenwich, the week beginning Oc- 
tober 8, was pronounced one of the most successful ever held in 
this district. It was conducted by Professor A. 8S. Downing, 
very ably assisted by Miss Himes, Mrs. Burke and Dr. Jones of 
Plattsburgh Normal School. The work was instructive and 
practical, such as could be taken to the school-room. While we 
are pleased to learn of the appointment and know his fitness for 
the position of Supervisor of Teachers’ Institutes, we, as teachers 
and commissioner, regret exceedingly to lose Professor Downing 
from the force of conductors. 
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‘WASHINGTON COUNTY—Sxconp Disrrior 


Myra L. Ineatssx, School Commissioner 
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Dresden ..-....- 10 14 | 10 176 | 14,611 | - $3,735 $153,202 $1,110 21 $1,279 33 | 28 


Fort Ann.....- 20 | 26} 23 612] 59,509} 11,110 7,717,375 2,742 40 352213 | 38 
Granville ...... 19 51 | 33 | 1,175 | 131,370] 25,515 1,466,103 3 908 68 7,006 75 | 19 
Hampton ....-. 6 11 6 156} 13,533 2.185 206 784 683 13 726 57 3 
Hartford......- | £3) 31 |) 14 276 | 25,906 5, 120 668,125 1,559 58 1.368 43 | 11 
Hebron). =... 17 33 | 19 468 | 49,876 7,080 976 280 2,164 95 2.490 10 | 11 
Kingsbury... -- 16 38 | 33 | 1,470 | 171,298 | 45,045 1,598,911 4,288 30 8,479 75 | 24 
Putnam. ....... | 6 8| 6 141 9 856 1,110 308.832 663 14 871 73 if 
Whitehall ..... 14 33.| 34 | 1,390 | 156,418 | 27,175 1,178,727 4,303 86 9,601 52 | 26 

Motels... << 121 | 245 /188 | 5,864 | 623,377 $128,075 | $14,334,339 | $21,424 25 | $35,246 31 | 162 


A graded institute was held at Sandy Hill, May 6-10, under 
the direction of Professor 1. H. Stout and Professor D. A. Lock- 
wood. These gentlemen were-ably assisted by Professor Wheel- 
ock of the regents department, Dr. Wm. J. Milne, Normal College, 
Albany; Mrs. B. Ellen Burke, Miss Gratia Rice, 8. Whitford Max- 
son, and the leading educators of the county. The graded institute 
was a great success, and its continuance is demanded by the 
teachers of the district. It is undoubtedly the institute of the 
future. The official report of institute shows an increase in reg- 
istration over last year of nineteen, and an increased average at- 
tendance of fourteen. 

The second educational exhibit for the schools of the county 
was held during the annual meeting of the Washington County 
Agricultural Society, September 9-12. The board of managers 
assigned Memorial Hall as the place of exhibition. This hall is 
well lighted and admirably adapted for the exhibit. Whitehall, 
Fort Edward and Greenwich Union Schools were represented, 
and at least fifty district schovls. The department of kinder- 
garten work created muck interest. Creditable exhibits were 
made from Fort Edward and Fort Ann. It is the purpose of the 
commissioner to have inciuded in this exhibit another year a de- 
partment containing samples of school apparatus, furniture and 
supplies, thus bringing before the public the advancement 
made in these lines. 

The commissioners’ graded course of study is to be introduced 
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into all district schools this fall. Last year it was placed in 
zbout twenty schools. Teachers who gave the course an honest 
trial are unanimous in its praise. It supplies a long-felt 
want in our district schoo!s, viz.: a want of system. It is impos- 
sible owing to the diversity in the ability of teachers and pupils to 
the variety of text-bocks, etc., to construct an entirely satisfac- 
tory course of study for district schools; but almost any orderly 
plan is better than no plan. This course being placed in the 
schools without any expense to the district needs for its success 
simply the hearty co-operation of the teachers and pupils. 

The training classes at Granville, Sandy Hill and Whitehall 
are all doing good work. The commissioner is in hearty sym- 
pathy with the work done in these classes, and has taken an 4¢- 
tive interest in them during the year. 

Attention should be calied to the necessity of State aid being 
extended to the weak districts of Washington and other counties. 
In this county district No. 21, Fort Ann, has an assessed valua- 
tion of but $2,120; in Dresden, No. 2, of $3,040; No. 4, $4,240; 
No. 6, $2,955; No. 7, $3,860; and yet, in most of these districts 
teachers are receiving frum six and one-half dollars ($6.50) to 
eight dollars ($8) per week. The rate of taxation is entirely out 
of proportion to that of the wealthier districts. The commis- 
sioner, however, is pleased to say that the inhabitants of these 
districts almost unanimously desire to maintain good schools re- 
gardless of cost, and complaints of taxation are not so frequent as 
from wealthier districts. 
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SamugEt Cosap, School Commissioner 
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In submitting my second annual report to the Department of 
Public Instruction I am able to say that the educational interests 
of this district are being well maintained. Much has been done 
the past year in the improvement of school buildings by repairing 
and refurnishing. A new building to cost $25,000 is now in proce. 
ess of erection at Wolcott. 

During the year covered by this report I have held seven exam- 
inations, and have examined 364 different candidates. Twenty- 
eight hundred and thirty-three papers have been submitted. Three 
first, sixty-seven second and forty-seven third grade certificates 
have been issued as the result. While more second grade cer- 
tificates have been issued I think a larger proportion of third 
grade teachers are employed. This is because they are willing to 
teach for less wages. The average trustee discriminates only as 
to price. I would suggesi. {bat the standing for third grade certifi 
cates be increased to seventy-five per cent., and be issued only to 
persons who have attained the age of eighteen years. Eight train- 
ing class examinations have been held, at which seventy-seven 
candidates were twice examined. But two training class certifi- 
cates were issued. This meager result would seem to afford 
justification for the action of the Department in reducing the 
number of such classes, and increasing their efficiency by more 
stringent regulations governing their instruction. 

The new Compulsory Law has not been generally enforced, ow- 
ing to the unwillingness of trustees to visit its penalties upon 
their neighbors. As the fear of forfeiture of public moneys is 
the only thing that compe’s the average trustee to do anything, I 
would suggest that such be the penalty to a district for non-en- 
forcement of the law. 
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Freeman Piytier, School Commissioner 
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The condition of the schools in this district has changed but 
little since last year. Trustees do not pay wages cnough to se- 
cure the best teachers and the schools suffer as a result. 

There have been two new schoolhouses erected in my district 
during the year, one in disirict No. 8, Macedon, and a union school 
building at Ontario. The latter is a frame building costing eight 
thousand doliars, and is a model schoolhouse. The school wilt 
open in September under the management of Principal M. H. 
Bigelow of Austin, Pa. There will be six departments, besides 
a specia] business course, including stenography, typewriting and 
telegraphy. The outlook for a prosperous school is very bright. 

The institute, held at Williamson, under the direction of Pro- 
fessor Stout, was a great success in every way, and the teachers 
generally express the hope that Professor Stout may conduct the 
next institute in this district. Miss Rice’s work in drawing in- 
terested the teachers deep!y, and I have been able to see tangible 
results from her work in the school-room, and in the standings at- 
tained by teachers at the examinations. Commissioner Barr of 
Batavia gave a very instructive talk on the graded course of 
study, and the work done by Mrs. Burke was very helpful to the 
primary teachers. 

The graded course of study introduced last year, is working 
well. It isin every schoo] in my district, and teachers and pupils 
are doing better work thaa heretofore, as it gives them a definite 
plan or outline to which they can work. Teachers have taken 
hold of the “course” with a hearty good will that insures its suc- 
cess, and school patrons are quite enthusiastic in welcoming it 
as a step in the right direction. 

The present law governing the apportionment of library money 
has not accomplished very much toward furnishing a library for 
every district, and it never can accomplish much so long as the 
purchase of the library depends upon the voluntary acts of trus- 
tees, nine-tenths of whom are elected upon a platform of retrench- 
ment solely. Why should the purchase of a library in any dis- 
trict rest upon the whim of a trustee? The educative 
power and uplifting influence of a good book is in many 
instances greater than is that of the teacher. Good 
teachers cannot always be found, but good books can always be’ 
purchased, and so long as the State undertakes to educate the 
children of the State, it should see that this certain means of edu- 
cating not only the children but the entire community as well, is 
furnished to every district. The present system can only be de- 
fended upon the assumption that the child living in a district hay- 
ing a penurious, ignorant trusteeisnot worth so much to the State 
as the child in a district having a broad-minded, progressive trus- 
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tee. [wouldsuggest that thelibrary fund be divided equally among 
the districts of the State, and a sufficient amount taken from each 
district quota to make the amount ten dollars for each district, 
and that an equal amount be raised by tax, the whole sum to 
be expended for books and apparatus. The Department should 
furnish a list or rather two lists of books and apparatus, one a 
short compulsory list including a dictionary, cyclopedia, globe, 
etc., to be purchased first, and a general list asa guide to trustees 
in buying books. Many trustees object to buying books on the 
ground that the musty old volumes which constitute the district 
library, are never used, and that it would be useless to buy more. 
It is impossible to educate such trustees to a realizing sense of 
the value of a modern library, but once get the books into the 
schoolhouse and they will do their own work, silently but surely, 
educating and elevating ihe entire community. 

The intemperate temperance bill which was passed by the last 
Legislature must be met; but I am frank to say that I do not know 
how to comply with the provisions of that law without sadly crip- 
pling the efficiency of the schools. The misguided promoters of 
this measure evidently desired to arouse opposition, and so bring 
about a general agitation and discussion of the temperance ques- 
tion, rather than to formulate a bill that would be reasonable in 
its requirements and one which every loyal temperance worker 
in the teachers’ ranks could heartily endorse. 

A problem for commissioners: With clerical work enough to 
occupy one-half of his time, and supervisory work enough to 
occupy all of his time, how shall a commissioner discharge his 
duties so as not to neglect any of them? This is a problem that 
many commissioners are called upon to solve in their own dis- 
tricts. Without in any way criticising the general work of the 
Department of Public Instruction, or the officers who have been 
most courteous and kind and seemingly anxious to assist commis- 
sioners in every way possible, I must say that it is impossible 
for a commissioner to do the desk work now required of him 
and at the same time do justice to the work of supervision. 
At the beginning of the school year, when a commissioner 
should be at liberty to visit newly elected trustees and consult 
with them regarding necessary repairs, courses of study, text- 
books and what teachers to hire, he is tied to his desk for several 
weeks correcting mistakes in the annual reports made by trus- 
tees, and making an abstract of these reports to send to the De- 
partment. Out of one hundred reports made to me this year 
eighty-eight were incorrect, and it required considerable hard 
work and a great deal of time to rectify these mistakes. 

At least one-half of this annoyance, labor and time could be 
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saved by the adoption of a plain, business-like form for trustees’ 
reports. There is no excuse for using the present cumbersome, 
inconvenient, puzzling form, and this old form should not be sim- 
ply revamped, but we should have a new form from beginning to 
end. At present, in transferring the items from the trustees’ re- 
ports to the abstract, it is necessary to read nearly every question, 
as the answers are scattered all over the page, the answer to ques- 
tion 1 may be on the right of the sheet, the answer to No. 2 may 
be at the left or near the middle, so that it takes longer to find the 
item than to make the transfer. I would suggest that 
the answers to every question should be placed on the 
right of the sheet in one column, and immediately at 
the left of this column there should be a number in black-faced 
type corresponding to the column in the abstract to which the 
item is to be transferred; all questions to be answered in the 
affirmative to have a straight mark in the column to the right, and 
questions to be answered in the negative to be left blank. In 
transferring such a report it would only be necessary to follow 
the column from top to bottom, transferring item 1 to column 1 
in the abstract, item 2 to column 2, ete., without any loss of 
time in hunting for the item. 
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The changes to which I referred in my last report have contin- 
ued to an extent that at one time threatened to end the existence 
of this district. By the action of the Legislature in annexing 
part of this county to New York city I have lost seven school dis- 
tricts, and about sixty teachers, leaving under my care thirteen 
districts, in which during the coming year there will probably 
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be twenty-one schools maintained, with about one hundred and 
twelve teachers. This district probably contains a smaller num- 
ber of school districts and schools in proportion to the number 
of teachers employed than any other commissioner district in the 
State, and the problems tnat present themselves to the commis- 
sioner are often totally unlike those to which the attention of 
other commissioners is called. 

The condition of the schools in this district during the past year 
has been in general excellent, showing in most directions a steady 
improvement, and of the districts left under my care for the com- 
ing year there is but one in which I anticipate any trouble in 
maintaining a satisfactory standing. 

During the past year a new brick building of the best descrip- 
tion has been completed in district No. 1, New Rochelle, and im- 
provements have been made in several existing buildings. 

An unusually successful institute was held at Mamaroneck in’ 
April at which 171 teachcrs were registered. This district has 
been in the past unfriendly to teachers’ institutes, but the un- 
qualified success of those held in 1894 and 1895 has satisfied near- 
ly every teacher and school officer that institutes, if properly or- 
ganized and conducted, are of great value. In this connection I 
once more urge the prompt repeal of the law by which teachers 
in districts employing a superintendent are not required to at- 
tend institutes. By personal requests to the trustees of two such 
districts I have secured the attendance of their teachers for two 
years, but if the law remains in force, and an institute is held for 
my district alone in 1896, the attendance can not exceed seventy- 
five teachers. 

All special laws exempting districts from the operation of the 
uniform examination system should also be repealed’ at the 
earliest possible day. When I entered upon the duties of my 
office I found two districts—No. 4, East Chester, and No. 1, New 
Rochelle—employing together last year over fifty teachers, claim- 
ing to be exempt from the uniform examinations, and licensing 
their own teachers. As I knew that this claim had been made 
for years and allowed by my predecessors I did not question the 
legality of it at first, but during the past year, being dissatisfied 
with the condition of affairs in this respect in district No. 4, 
Eastchester, I examined the special acts carefully, and came to 
the conclusion that they would not bear such a construction. In 
the case of district No. 4, Eastchester, a prolonged contest with 
the trustees was brought to a close by a decision of the Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction, sustaining my construction of the 
statute. In district No. 1, New Rochelle, Superintendent Young 
of that district, with the breadth of view and sound judgment 
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that was to be expected of such an experienced and devoted edu- 
cator, recognized clearly the advisability if not the necessity of 
bringing his teachers into line, and I hope that before the end of 
the coming school year every teacher in my district will be legally 
qualified. 

The uniform examination system has proved much more satis- 
factory in its working durig the past year in this district, much 
of the opposition to the marking at Albany has disappeared, and 
if the results can always be obtained with reasonable promptness 
1am of the opinion now that general satisfaction will be felt. The 
experience of the district with this system was unfortunate in 
the beginning, and there was some ground for the very general 
complaint that was made. 

A demand is now made for special examinations for kinder- 
garten and primary teachers, as well as for instructors in draw- 
‘ing and music. I greatly doubt the advisability of yielding to 
this demand. The standard of general scholarship fixed by the 
present second grade examination is not very high; few, if any, 
desirable teachers fail to attain it, and I hardly think it necessary 
to lower the gates for the benefit of the few who can not, or will 
not, do so. The only change I recommend is that the examina- 
tion in drawing be made shorter and less technical. 

The Compulsory Education Law has been enforced with reason- 
able success in nearly all districts, and about seventy children 
have been thereby added te the schools. 


WESTCHESTER COUNT Y—Seconp Districr 


Frarrinaton M. THompson, School Commissioner 
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The schools in this commissioner district during the past year 
have evidenced a marked change for the better, the boards of ed- 
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ucation in the different districts having awakened to the fact that 
the best is always the cheapest and have secured the best talent 
on their staffs of teachers. The different boards of education 
and trustees seem more progressive and enthusiastic and take a 
greater pride in the maintenance and standing of the schools in 
their districts which has encouraged the parent as well as the 
pupil. Consequently the schools have been better attended and 
have shown better results this year than heretofore. 

The taxable inhabitants of the Pocantico Hills district have 
voted to raise $6,500 for the erection of a new schoolhouse which 
is very much needed in that district. Much credit is due to Mr. 
Rufus W. Weeks for his earnest and unceasing efforts to attain 
this purpose. The taxable inhabitants of the Dobbs Ferry dis- 
trict have voted $30,000 for a new school building and have pur- 
chased several acres of land beautifully situated on the banks of 
the Hudson. 

By reason of its being entirely inadequate, too small and in- 
sufficient for the wants of the district, I was compelled to con- 
demn thefamous Sleepy Hollow School said to have been attended 
by Washington Irving and made famous in the Legends of Sleepy 
Hollow. The district has voted $3,500 for a new schoolhouse, 
Mr. Rockefeller having generously donated the site. The Tarry- 
town board of education have as yet been unable to decide upon 
the site for the erection of their new school, for which an appro- 
priation was voted last year. The Elmsford schoolhouse, over 
which there was so much bitter contention and so much bad feel- 
ing engendered, is finally completed and makes a handsome, serv- 
iceable edifice. 

The teachers’ institute for this district was held at Dobbs Fer- 
ry in the Dobbs Ferry school building in April last. We had as 
conductor Professor Hendrick, assisted by Miss Eggleston and 
Miss Himes, with Dr. Jones from Plattsburgh Normal School. It 
was considered a success, and the thanks of the district are due 
to the board of education of Dobbs Ferry for their kindness and © 
courtesy during institute week, and also to the inhabitants who 
entertained us royally. Miss Eggleston and Miss Himes left a 
lasting impression. 

The Compulsory Education Act has begun to work quite 
smoothly in the district. The board of education and trustees 
are becoming impressed with the idea of the necessity of its en- 
forcement and my statistical report shows a marked increase in 
the daily attendance. I know of no instance where the law has 
worked a hardship, as cases where it apparently would do so have 
been handled judiciously and well by the different attendance 


officers. 
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T. C. Apams, School Commissioner 
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Since my report of last year there have been no material 
changes made among the schools of my district. Prob- 
ably 90 percent. of the teachers then employed in the 
schools were re-engaged, and many of them at an adyanced sal- 
ary. This evidence, by the trustees and boards of education of 
appreciation of faithful and efficient work on the part of teachers 
is very commendable, and no doubt will stimulate and encourage 
all teachers to prepare themselves to do still better work. Faith- 
ful and efficient service should secure permanency of position as 
well as pecuniary advancement. 

Oakside, district No. 8, and Drum Hill, district No. 7, with its 
new annex building on Park street, afford accommodation for 
about 1,300 pupils. Last summer the principals of these schools 
and their friends made an earnest effort for consolidation, and en- 
deavored to arouse a public sentiment that would be felt at the 
annual school meetings. While the result has not been 
wholly satisfactory to the friends of consolidation, 
there is. a decided change of opinion on the part of 
many influential citizens heretofore hostile to any form of union. 
The schools of the village are officered by men and women se- 
lected with great care by their respective boards. .Their work 
as teachers is entirely satisfactory to their patrons, their boards 
and to me. 

Oakside school will soon add a wing to its already capacious 
building, to relieve the pressure upon its primary grades. In 
the Park street annex to Drum Hill I find a well ordered school 
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doing work of the most valuable and enduring character. The 
Katonah school increased in numbers so greatly that an addition- 
al teacher became necessary. The Chappaqua school building 
has been newly seated and repaired. The Croton Falls school is 
in a flourishing condition. 

The institute held at Mount Kisco was ably conducted by Pro- 
fessor Thomas, assisted by Superintendent Young and Principals 
Dunbar, Barhite and Millar. 


WYOMING COUNTY—Frrst Disrricr 


Merrirr B. Hatz, School Commissioner. 
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In submitting this my second annual report for the first dis- 
trict of Wyoming county, and carefuily comparing the results of 
the year just ended with former ones, I feel that it compares 
favorably. During the past year I have made 160 official visits, 
which have enabled me to become acquainted with the workings 
of nearly every school in my district. While we have been 
troubled a little to secure a sufficient number of licensed teach- 
ers for the schools, yet the work has gone on with as great a 
degree of progress as could be expected. 

At the opening of the schools in the fall of 1894, I placed a 
copy of the course of study, neatly framed, together with a man- 
ual, in each school-room outside of the union schools, and an at- 
tempt has been made to establish a graded system of work 
throughout the district. The interest manifested by pupils, par- 
ents and teachers in this matter is very gratifying indeed. The 
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work done last year by pupils and teachers has exceeded my ex- 
pectations. A goodly number of diplomas and several hundred 
promotion certificates have been issued. We shall try and do 
better next year. I believe the results will be much more satis- 
factory when the examinations are held on the same days 
throughout the State. 

Our institute, held last November, under the leadership of Pro- 
fessor A. S. Downing, assisted by Miss Rice and Mrs. Burke, was 
admitted by all to be a success. JI am sure that much good re- 
sulted from the instruction so ably given. ‘ 

No new buildings have been erected, but a number have been 
thoroughly repaired. I is evident that the people are becom- 
ing more interested in furnishing attractive and comfortable 
school-rooms for the children. A fine addition to the Attica 
Union School building is being erected and will be ready for occu- 
pancy by September 1, 1895. 

During the past year I have held seven examinations, and asa 
result have issued two first grade certificates, thirty-eight second 
grade certificates and sixty-one third grade certificates. At this 
time twenty-nine of the sixty-one third. grade certificates have 
expired, leaving only thiriy-two in force August 1, 1895. This 
system of examinations is providing us with a better class of 
teachers, and we hope the schools may continue to improve. 


WYOMING COUNTY—Seconn Disrricr 


F. W. McEtroy, School Commissioner 
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In submitting this my fifth annual report for the second com- 
missioner district of Wyoming county, I am pleased to be able to 
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report that the general condition of the schools is as good as in 
former years, and I think | can safely report some slight improve- 
ments. Experience teaches me that marked changes must come by 
degrees; consequenily it is difficult to note very radical changes 
from year to year. 

The repairs on school buildings have-been quite limited during 
the year just ended. Four schoolhouses have been quite gener- 
ally repaired and put in comfortable condition; two others have 
been reseated and a few others have been supplied with addi- 
tional blackboard, and some limited apparatus. District No. 2, 
Gainesville, has erected a very fine building at a cost of $6,000. 
It is modern, artistic and very convenient. The district is now 
established as a union free school, to be known as the Silver 
Springs Union Free School District No. 2, Gainesville. School 
grounds are generally being well cared for, Most of them are 
very tidily kept and handsomely decorated with plants and 
shrubs. 

The union schools are making general use of the library funds 
provided by the State for that purpose, but only a few district 
schools, and those of the better grade, are availing themselves of 
the opportunity of receiving a portion of the State library fund. 
As far as I can learn, in those districts where money has been ap- 
portioned, books have been purchased and the selections have 
been very good. The books are generally well cared for, much 
used and highly appreciated. 

While the Attendance Law of 1894 has not been enforced to the 
letter it has been quietly operating, and its potency has 
been noticeatle. The records show about two thousand days of 
attendance more this year than last, which I attribute in a great 
degree to this law. 

The results of the uniform examinations have been more satis- 
factory this year than during any preceding year since their adop- 
tion. My report shows that out of the whole number of candidates 
entering the examinations, a trifle over fifty per cent. have failed 
to receive any certificate; but the report cannot show all the facts, 
as many have doubtless completed examinations in other com- 
missioner districts while others have just begun, with the 
expectation of completing in August or September. While 
my report does not show a great surplus of teachers, yet 
the teaching force seems crowded, and there comes with the ex- 
cessive number of teachers a marked decline in wages. It is 
with regret that I see competent and experienced teachers retired 
on account of being underbidden by inexperienced teachers, who 
are barely entitled to a third grade certificate. I find that can- 
didates are passing for a third grade certificate apparently as 


36 


~ 


562 DerparTMENT oF Pusiic INSTRUCTION 


easily under the new regujations as they did under the old. This 
leads me to repeat a suggestion of last year, that the standing 
for third grade certificates should be raised to 75 per cent. 
for the subjects now requiring 70, and that methods, civil gov- 
ernment and history be taken to average with composition and 
physiology. 

Iam in full sympathy with the additional requirements govern- 
ing the establishment and instruction of training classes. I have 
long felt that much of the money expended in the instruction of 
training classes throughout the State has not been expended to 
the best advantage, on account of the great amount of inferior 
material and poor scholarship which has been allowed to come 
into the class. The future prosperity of the rural school depends 
upon the proficiency of the teachers sent out from the various 
training classes of the State. 


YATES COUNTY 


u. J. Barpen, School Commissioner 


| 


4 lag [ote eo | 2 a0 0 oI os 2 
SEA Ne (Sa Ie arg = = =o Fr 2 
5 ss i eed A ce a = pote ° 
Aolge |o |e |e 5 3 oF S| i 
Salem jagl/o8 a3 a Be) BS = +8 
ae 2 lager oo Sm 3. a) Es =) 
TOWNS 3 O| oO O\ga |s 8 ox a3 © Sart 
5 lor 88|&8 a = =+ ° aS ° 
IN Bo\| Slo ls Souleiow £-3 Gaps oo 
DISTRICT |_S|#aalmelag | sor] 2g =e > ob ee 
Boll nee 3) Ea Sac Sa d-4 oA A 23 
Qal\lw alSa1OoSS| oss a) are Sag BS 2 
BS Ae al(sgisas| BES] ES 3 5°85 oz lf 
Balsralselssa| ese | 38 2 FEES as |s 
al ae 4 > 4 < + Z 


: 
Barrington ..../12 | 12] 12] 266) 21,409] $4,865] $726,035 | $1,369 06 | $1,101 40 | 18 
Bentouosees 12 | 22]14]| 436| 42,968| 8.245] 1,576,278 1,591 98 | 215419] 15 
tab cee ce 1 12/11] 289] 24,838] 4,580 591.471 1,312 78 1,091 75 | 10 
Jerusalem. ....| 20] 25 | 20 | 583| 51,535} 10,915] 1,318,814 2.295 64 3.409 22 | 48 
Middlesex ....| 8 8| 9] 268) 23.168] 5,650 635,136 1,083 59 1,215 44| 13 
Torrey...------ 6 7! 7} 160| 19,099} 6.195 735,306 893 29 1.522 69 | 11 
Milo _..--| 12 | 18 | 30 | 1,287 | 154,627] 36.635| 2,956,063 4,012 67 | 11.308 02| 17 
Potters -2s:2- 5: 12| 15|15| 486] 44.984| 20,365 960,748 1.877 72 2,310 29} 34 
Starkey.....-.. 1 14| 14 | 582] 55,826] 12,125] 1,677,089 1,875 74} 3.45859] 18 

Motalecacece 104 | 133 |182, | 4,257 | 437,754 |$109,575| $11,176,940 | $16,312 47 | $27,571 59 | 179 


There has been no marked change in the schools of this county 
during the past year, although I believe there has been a gradual 
improvement. <A greater number of trustees are making en- 
gagements with teachers for the entire year, and in some in- 
stances they are retained fora number of years. In these schools 
I find both teacher and pupils more enthusiastic in their work 
and able to accomplish better results. The graded course of 
study is in use in most of the schools, and by its use teachers 
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are enabled to do more efficient work with less loss of time to 
the pupils. 

The Compulsory Education Law, although not enforced arbi- 
trarily in the rural districts, was in most instances obeyed, and 
as a result of its beneficial effects for the last half of the school 
year I report an increased aggregate attendance of nearly 40,000 
days. 

District No. 5, Middlesex, suffered the loss of their school build- 
ing by fire Jast winter, and have replaced it with a new building 
complete in all modern appliances. District No. 8, Starkey (Dun- 
dee), has been organized as a union free school, employing seven 
teachers, and having an enrollment of about 250 pupils. 

An institute was held at Penn Yan January 21-25, with A. 8S. 
Downing as conductor, assisted by A. C. McLachlan, Miss Gratia 
.L. Rice and Miss Anna K. Eggleston. The success of the institute 
was assured by having such ~ble instructors, and it received 
much commendation. 

It is stil my opinon that the examination of primary teachers 
should be more in harmony with their line of work, and that the 
minimum age be eighteen instead of sixteen years for a person to 
be eligible to begin teaching. 
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5. HEALTH AND DECENCY 


DEPARTMENT CIRCULAR 


State or New Yorx, Deparrment or Pusric Iystrvction, 
SuPERINTENDENT’s Orricr, ALBANY, June 1, 1895. 


To School Commissioners : 


Your attention is particularly called to the following act with 
a yiew of having it strictly enforeed : 


Chapter 538 


AN ACT in relation to health and decency in the school districts 
of this State. 


Passed, June 7, 1887; three-fifths being present. 


The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows: 


Section 1. From and after the first day of September, eighteen 
hundred and eighty-seven, the board of education, or the trustee 
or trustees having supervision over any school district of this 
State, shall provide suitable and convenient water-closets or 
privies for each of the schcols under their charge, at least two in 
number, which shall be entirely separated each from the other 
and having separate means of access, and the approaches thereto 
shall be separated by a substantial close fence not less than seven 
feet in height. It shall be the duty of the officers aforesaid to 
keep the same in a clean and wholesome condition, and a failure 
to comply with the provisions of this act on the part of the trus- 
tees shall be sufficient grounds for removal from office, and for 
withholding from the district any share of the public moneys of 
the State. Any expense incurred by the trustees aforesaid in 
carrying out the requirements of this act shall be a charge upon 
the district, when such expense shall have been approved by the 
school commissioner of the district within which the school dis- 
trict is located and a tax may be levied therefor without a vote 
of the disirict. 


Commissioners in visiting schools, are requested to be partic- 
ular in the inspection of outhouses and water-closets, and to make 
use of all available opportunities for notifying trustees that all 
districts which have not heretofore complied with the law must 
arrange buildings as it requires without delay, and thereafter 
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continue to observe its provisions or suffer the penalties which it 
imposes. The official reports at the close of the present school 
year will call for full information upon the subject, and upon 
these reports the Department must take such action as the law 
rontemplates. If commissioners meet with cases where a will- 
‘al refusal to comply with the law is shown, they will forthwith 
teport the same to the Department. . 

Inquiry is frequently made as to the meaning of the statute. 
Whether or not it intended two separate buildings, it is hardly 
necessary to determine. When new buildings are to be erected 
it is much better, and not much more expensive, to erect two 
entirely separate buildings. But it is clear that in connection 
with each school in the State there must be two “suitable and 
convenient water-closets or privies,” which “shall be entirely sep- 
arated each from the other.” If the two are under one roof, they 
must be separated by such a substantial partition, both above 
and below the floor, as will prevent all communication. If such 
partition is not made of brick or stone, it should be lathed and 
plastered partition, or it should be of plank ceiled upon both 
sides. A simple board partition is not enough. In other 
words, where the two closets are under one roof, they must be as 
effectually separated as though they were in entirely separate 
buildings. 

It will be observed that the law also requires that there shall 
be separate means of access to these places, and that the 
approaches shall be separated by a “close fence not less than 
seven feet in height.” The purpose of this provision is manifest. 
It is to screen the approaches and entrances from observation. It 
is a wise provision, and must be complied with. If there are 
two outbuildings separated from each other on the rear of the 
school site, there should be a fence erected between the two out- 
buildings, and another should extend from this to the school 
building. 

It is occasionally said that a site is not large enough to admit 
of compliance with the law. Then the site must be made larger 
by the acquisition of more land. The school laws make ample 
provision for such a contingency. 

It is important to make the fact prominent also that the duty 
of the trustees is not discharged when the two outhouses, with 
guarded approaches, are povided. The law directs the trustees 
to keep the same “in clean and wholesome condition.” A fail- 
ure to do this is as truly a violation of the law as a failure to ob- 
serve its other provisions. Yours respectfully, 


CHARLES R. SKINNER, 
State Superintendent. 
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REPORTS OF SCHOOL COMMISSIONERS CONCERNING 
COMPLIANCE WITH THE LAW IN REFERENCE TO 
“HEALTH AND DECENCY.” 


The school commissioners of the State report that all school 
districts under their jurisdiction have complied with the law 
with the following exceptions: 


ALBANY COUNTY 
Third district. School district No. 4, Guilderland. 


BROOME COUNTY 
Second district. School district No. 9, Vestal. 


COLUMBIA COUNTY 
First district. School district No. 9, Ancram. 


ERIE COUNTY 
Third district. School district No. 1, Colden. 


FRANKLIN COUNTY 
First district. School district No. 6, Belmont; No. 7, Burke; 
No. 6, Chateaugay; No. 14, Malone; No. 21, Malone. 


GREENE COUNTY 
First district. School district No. 5, Jewett. 
OTSEGO COUNTY 
Second district. School district No. 2, Burlington; No. 8, 
Burlington; No. 4, Unadilla. | 
SCHUYLER COUNTY 
School district No. 1, Catharine; No. 2, Catharine; No. 2, Dix; 
No. 4, Dix; No. 22, Hector; No. 6, Tyrone; No. 10, Tyrone. 
TOMPKINS COUNTY 
First district. School district No. 18, Newfield. 
TOMPKINS COUNTY 
Second district. School district No. 2, Lansing. 
ULSTER COUNTY 
Second district. School district No. 16, Esopus; No. 2, Eso- 
pus; No. 4, Esopus; No. 6, Marlborough; No. 8, Marbletown. 
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6. LIST OF SUPERINTENDENTS AND PRINCIPALS OF 
GRADED SCHOOLS 


COUNTY AND NAME] Post-office Address 


COUNTY AND NAME 


Post office Address 


ALBANY 


Miss Mary J. Udell Bethlehem Center. 


George C. Long ..-.....-. Coeymans. 
George A. Conklin .-...-. Ravena. 
Aihes Parker 5.25.5. . Voorheesville. 
od Dam GOA 60s Keg Slingerlands. 
James K. Gatchel, Supt.| West Troy. 
James Heatly .......-... Green Island. 
James E. Glavin -....--. West Albany. 
Ida Stanton Agnew ..... Loudonville. 
Margaret R. Sullivan... | Menands. 
Adelbert E. Wilson .-... Guilderland. 
Louis J. Van Sehaick...| Altamont. 
George W. MacDonald..| West Troy. 
Ellen La Maire........-. West Troy. 
Jnlia Cullen... .-..----. West Troy. 
Maggie 3. Costello ..--.- | West Troy. 
ALLEGANY 
John P. Slocum ......... | Angelica. 
Henry Armstrong. -.---- Angelica. 
Henry E. Adams.....--- Canaseraga. 
Bred. WiiGray--c.--5--- | Belfast. 
Harry J. Walter -.....-- Rushford. 
reds C. WW Dito: <2. .2 W hitesville. 
LEB AWE OCT) eee ape Wellsville. 
GG a SCC ee eee Wellsville. 
BoB. Ackerman: ~~... - Scio. 
AVACLISSOY-- 2 t.-4 ss = =~. Belmont. 
George E. Miller. . ..| Allentown. 
O. M. Burdick.-.-.........| Little Genesee. 
THs Armstrong... -- =: Friendship. 
Are AGOnIe. cocina aac la Bolivar. 
Cid Del UG Gh eee ceeeeeee Cuba. 
Anna Hebding...-...-..| Alfred. 
PrAaAncis Kellys > 3.535 2.5 | Belvidere. 
Ges HsbOS =< eecnse ee 56 Andover. 
Darwin Coates-...-..--.- | Ceres. 
oe. Peekhamen.so...2-. | Richburg. 
James Brown..---.------ Wellsville. 
BROOME | 
George W. Pye, A. M .-.| Deposit. 
W.S. Murray, M.S..-.. Windsor. 
Sarahouith sss. -secns =. Sanitaria Springs. 
A. A. McDonald .-......) Port Crane, 
J. Henry Crain-.-.-...-. Harpersville. 
de SuChilds 226 ooo: == = McClure. 
BMNeshe CALs. 556602. Whitney Point. 
Reel GAGS See serie sis =< Lestershire. 
ehames vias asks o72.2~ Union. 
Clayton Lusk ---- .| Chenango Forks. 
Clara Riddell--- .} Vestal. 
Milton Dean ..--- .| Port Dickinson. 
bee atOn score -=-- Union Center. 
in won XS) | ee ene eee Centre Lisle. 
Sy] TETAS) et see eeeeeee Killawog. 
TBs Aub ies eee neccets Lisle. 
Susie Wilcox. .-.--..--- Vestal Centre. 
Rose M. Kelly..-.------.- Maine. 
James Kinnier ..--.----- Triangle. 
CATTARAUGUS 
Fox Holden, A. M., Supt.| Olean. 
Edgar W. Curtis ---.---- Allegany. 
Olin B. Wood, Ph. B...-..| Olean. 


CATTARAUGUS—( Cont’ d) 


Edward Babcock........ 
Edwin W. Cody.......-. 
Clifton J. Melrose. ....-- 
Etna) Drevittjecsss cee. 
SiGe -HMayd ence. 5-- tees = 
Clarks Ds Days .osesse<5.- 
Thos. Stone Bell, Supt... 
Maude EK. Riley. ....--. 
Jesse Ly. Mott-asceoc. ven 
Elmer J. Cobb 
George E. Waller ..-..... 
Jesse L. Walthart....... 
Chas) A: Black: .2..-25-: 
Hiram E. Vincent......-. 


CAYUGA 


ly. R. Hopking-7-~----.-- 
Wi. Harris); -see5 
Es Slop kins cress 
Olive Baggerly.......... 
W. C. Rogers 
Jessie Harter... 2222. .4- 


Myron Turner 
GaeAe ACO DS eer ene as 
IdacBallmansssee.c eee 
J.D. Bigelow 
A. M. Seekell 
ASB KMADP DP eee === ss=nn 2 
Frank L. Bentley.....--.- 
Ca We Sutton. = 2 c2csc- 
William T. Whitney. -.- 
Mise, Staxt Olesen 


CHAUTAUQUA 


TEE SOCK DARD seen ts a stetae 
Teh Russell seh. Be. 

Samuel R. Town..-.-..-.--- 
Francis Rundell...-..... 
Chesters. Riceso.. =... 
Chas. W. Hurlbut....... 
Alton H. Appleby..----- 
Chas. G. McManus...... 
William Blaisdell. -.-.-..... 
Tirade O Ud Octet iam tacos 
Jerome Hobart-. - 
A. N. Taylor, A. J 
J. M. McKee...... 
A.C. Anderson . 
Jobn N. Gillies..... = Ne 
Frank M. Markbam..... 
Mary F. Lord 
R. A. Mathewson 
Hervey C. Pullman...--- | 
DAE DOs atarsces sake 
Chas. S. Fuller 
Ellis W. Storms.......-.- 
Fred. S. Hannum.....-.. 
Pratt E. Marshull..-..-- 
Edgar C. Markbam...-... | 
Chas. B.Persell.--=....- 
Judson S. Wright..-.--.! 
Bert's. Saxton..i22..-... 
Robert D. Eddy..-..-.--. 


Hinsdale. 
Portville. 
Ellicottville. 
Delevan. 
Franklinville. 
Macbias. 
Salamanca. 
Salamanca. 


East Randolph. 


Dayton. 
Little Valley. 
Cattarangus. 
Gowanda. 
Randolph. 


Weedsport. 
Port Byron. 
Cato. 
Meridian. 
Conquest. 
Sennett. 
Throopsyille. 
Martville. 
Sterling. 
Fair Haven. 


Sterling Valley. 


Moravia. 
Union Springs. 
Cayuga. 
Skaneateles. 
Genoa. 

Kings Ferry. 
Locke. 


Mayville. 
Sherman. 
Clymer. 
Chautaugna. 
Panama. 
Watts Flats. 
Busti. 
Ashville. 
Lakewood. 


Findley’s Lake. 


Brokenstraw. 
Westfield. 
Silver Creek. 


__.| Forestville. 


Brocton. 
Ripley. 
Fredonia. 
Irving. 
Portland. 
Forestville. 
Kennedy. 
Ellington. 
Sinelairville. 
Frewsburg. 


Gerry. 
Falconer. 
Cassadaga. 
Stockton. 
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List or SUPERINTENDENTS AND Principars—( Continued) 


COUNTY AND NAME 


Post-office Address 


COUNTY AND NAME 


Post-office Address 


CHEMUNG 


P. T. Marshall, A. M.... 
Charles 8S. Kent 
Bion E. Hicks... Z 
SENSED Wal MC Oxon oeteroeters cie’aie 
DREN ie SUCLILY Otero 
George T Miller......... 
Jesse 8. Kellogg...--.-.- 
EH. E. McKinney 
Edward Campbell...-..- 
Mattie S. Leary 


CHENANGO 


Elbert W. Griffith, Supt. 
Stamtord J. Gibson, B.S - 
Willis A Ingalls 
Chas. R. Loomis -- 
Chas. S. Gibson 
Herbert W. Butts-....--- 
Hattie C. Parker...-.--- 
Frances Miller 


CLINTON 


James G. Riggs, Supt..- 
Helen D. Woodard 
L. L. Landers 
George Lassell 
H. H. Storyman......... 
Maggie Fitpatriok SOaae 
Annie M. Lynch ...... 
Frances A. Chandler. . 

Wennissh ox ee eesaee 
Herbert 8. McCasland .. 
Malo WES AR YODinte <n onc. oe 
Mrs. Alice Sweet......-.. 
Alex. Manerly -.-.--. .. 
TR, Mi Holdéneceeecee occ 
OvweniOZNeilieteseeen- oe 
C.R. McKenzie, B.S.... 
L. W. Lawrence..-.-...... 
ib. R. Bowdishicscee ec. nce 
Oc Ritigld iecces oneness 


COLUMBIA 


Charles I*. Randell.....- 
Mrs. Marvy I. Miller 
rank iy, Mealecetre ons. 
Amasa P. Lasher........ 
Charles R. Traver 


Wain. Re Wierdieceeeaenen 
Minna F. Sitter......... 


Benj. '?T, Morey 


Willard H. Waterbury. . 

Olin B. Sylvester........ 
Daniel E. Miller. ....... 
Chas. B. Lindsey........ 
T. Frank Wiles.......... 
HRC CSO. scsee cree. 


Horseheads. 
Big Flats. 


: Wellsburg. 


Millport. 
Pine Valley. 
Van Etten. 
Erin. 
Breesport. 
Chemung. ~ 
Southport. 


Norwich. 
Norwich. 

New Berlin. 
Sherburue. 
South New Berlin. 
Smyrna. 
Plymouth. 
South Otselic. 
North Pitcher. 
Afton. 
Bainbridge. 
Greene. 
Smithville Flats. 


Plattsburgh. 
Plattsburgh. 
Keeseville. 

Peru. 

Lyon Mountain. 
Dannemora. 

| Senuyer Falls. 
Morrisonville. 
Clintonville. 
Ausable Forks. 
Champlain. 
Chazy. 
Ellenburgh Centre. 
Ellenburgh Depot. 
Altona. 

Moovers. 

West Chazy. 
Rouses Point. 
Mooers Forks. 


Philmont. 

; Mellenville. 

Red Hook. 
Cheviot. 
Germantown. 
Hudson. 
Spencertown. 
Canaan 4 Corners. 
Chatham. 


--| Chatham Centre, 
-| Hast Chatham. 


Ghent. 

Hillsdale. 
Kinderhook, 
Niverville. 
Valatie. 

New Lebanon. 
Stottville. 
Stuyvesant. 

| Stuyvesant Falls. 


CORTLAND 

C. V.Coon, Supt......--- Cortland. 

WA. Coons seston Marathon. 

Geo. Bailey ---- --| McGrawville. 

W.E. Gushee...-...---- Cincinnatus. 

John) Conrad)... 22. <422 <2 Blodgett Mills. 

Miss Hattie Pollard. .-..- Harford Mills. 

Addison Jennings..-..--- | Willet. 

Sidney Britten -....-.--- Virgil. 

Claude Allen...---.-.---. Harford. 

pF o Feed by rae | ee ee ee Homer. 

Fred J. Bierce..---.---- ‘Truxton. 

Georgianna Coye .-.-..--- Cuyler. 

Floyd B. Avery--------- Preble. 

DELAWARE 

Chas. H. Verrill, A. M..| Franklin. 

Chas. H. Hesselgrave -.| Sidney. 

a eye al O91} as eens Hancock. 

J.R. Fairgrieve, A. M-.-| Walton. 

i: A pallente eee ae Sidney Centre. 

Guy Vi Walsenz------.-~ Masonville. 

HP-Rowell 5-2-5. oese stots Downsyville. 
Treadwell. 
East Brancb. 

Minnie Huyek: .-.....--- Cannonsville. 

James A. Tooley, A. M-| Stamford. 

Chas. R. O'Connor...--. Roxbury. 


Loren C. Guernsey-.----- 
Geo. Newton Sleight- - -- 
EO. Harknesssc <3. aan 
A. di. ING COL aac sseeee oe 
J. I. Harkness 
Mrs. Him. Maces>.-2.. 
L. M. Sackett. .-.-...--. 
Horace Brownell... -.--- 


DUTCHESS 


GuRe Moller s. cease ore 
W. Si Allemesecceneet ues 


D. J. Keator - 
Henry Albro 
Nathan Beckwith....... 


Miss Elvena Colwell. --. 
Miss Jennie F. Hoyt- 
Miss Mary Baker. 

Frank O. Green 
D. GO. behmuane~2-<2-e ee 
Theodore 8S. Barnes 
Wm. Ri Dremper.sn-<- 
Alva Go Rrogto<. ces see 
Egbert Lewis -- o2kt 
Ada L. Smith. --.c csc 
Richard E, Coon 
Edward Drake .......... 
Julia M. Smith.......... 


ERIE 


Frank J Diamond, Supt. 
Orson Warren’=.s cn ccwe 


Genre A. Bolles ae ee 
D. B. Albert 
J.P. Abbott - 
©. As Walker 2es@eeace 


Griffins Corners. 
Andes. 

Bovina Center. 
Delhi. 
Davenport. 
Hobart. 
Margaretville. 
Arkville. 


Matteawan. 
Fishkill-on-Hudson 
Fishkill. 
Wappingers Falls. 
Glenham. 
Matteawan, 
Millbrook. 

Pine Plains. 
Pawling. 

Wassaic. 

Millerton. 

Amenia. 

| Hopewell Junction. 


=) Hughsonville. 
Car thage Landing. 


Madalin. 

Red Hook. 
Rhinebeck. 
Rhinecliff. 
Rhinebeck, 
Staatsburg. 

Hyde Park. 

New Hamburg. 
Wappingers Falls. 
Arlington, 


‘Tonawanda. 
Akron. 
Lancaster. 
Clarence. 
Williamsville. 
Alden. 
Depew. 
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COUNTY AND NAME 


Post-office Address 


COUNTY AND NAME 


Post-office Add 


ress 


ErRmE—(Continued) » 


Wiewiisloane.<--)6,.<2 22 5. 
PAG CO0 Re eee 
Milford Kleis 
Eugene K. Burr..-....... 
AG A. Benjamin 222... 5: 
Henry B. Caudwell... .- 
L. E. Bontwell ..-..-.... 
Frank Arrance...-. : 
Orion W. Larkins. .....- 
Seth Sheffield. ---........ 
Helen M. Thompson ..--. 
R. W. Hughes, A. B..... 
Pier SHORGs ee eee ks 


M, A. Smith... 
¥F. B. Wilbur. 


Essex 


Ezra W. Benedict, A. B. 
Cyrus H. Stafford 
Schuyler F. Herron, A. B. 
Herbert S. McCasland .. 
David Tomlinson. ....-.. 
W. Almon Andrews..--. 
Harriet B. Dudley Bell. 

E. J. Owen, A. W 
PLE: Burke; A. Bo: ...2. 
Rave bester: An Bas... - 
AoA, Lavery, A.B... 
@yikoller 222.552 
J. W. Wiseman -. - 
Emma Fountain...-..--. 


FRANKLIN 


Sarah L. Perry, Supt---. 
E. D. Merriman, A. M .. 
W. J. Deans, A. B....... 
Tibbits Walker 
Ernest A. Hunt -......... 
D. M. Sullivan 
Dennis: DAparty = . 22... 
Alexander Macdonald... 
W. H. Kinney 


JobnOBICKS.-.... 25-62... 
Jas. A. Estee, Supt..--.- 
Chas. H. Weller.......-.. 
Wm. S. Snyder, Supt... 
Merritt E Newbury.... 


Sloan. 

East Aurora, 
Hamburg. 
Angola. 
Orchard Park. 


.| Reserve. 


Ebenezer. 
Gardenville. 
West Seneca. 
Blasdell. 
Derby. 
Hamburg. 
Eden. 

Evans. 
Marilla. 
North Evans. 
Wales. 
Springville. 
North Collins. 
Collins Center. 
Collins. 
Holland. 
Sardinia. 
Colden. 


Willsborough. 
Essex. 
Elizabethtown. 
Ausable Forks. 
Bloomingdale. 
Lake Placid. 
Keene. 
Ticonderoga. 
Port Henry. 
Westport. 
Crown Point. 


.| Mineville. 
-| Schroon Lake. 


Moriah Centre. 


Malone. 
Malone. 
Chateaugay. 
Saranac Lake. 
Burke. 

East Dickinson. 
Brushton. 

St. Regis Falls. 


Dickinson Centre. 


Moira. 
Brushton. 
No. Bangor. 


.| E. Constable. 


Fort Covington. 
Bombay. 
Bangor. 


Northville. 
Broadalbin. 
Mayfield. 
Stratford. 
Gloversville. 
Gloversville. 
Johnstown. 
Johnstown. 


| Charles M. Pierce.-..... 


GENESEE 
John Kennedy, Supt....| Batavia. 
Emma Henderson....... Le Roy. 
He Bartleth:<-ss..ces Bergen. 
Joseph Howerth........ Alexander. 
J. Al MeArthur......... Corfu. 
PALO XceMicDIrov sce cease Oakfield 
Joel A. Loveridge....... Elba. 
BK Sutley.2oc.62 cms: Pavilion. 
John-W .Currié...... 2. E. Pembroke, 
ASH ROG RIOl. acoso. Byron. 
PieviuC Higley .ssec tse. South Byron. 
Wm. B. Doty............| Stone Chureh. 
James A. North........ Stafford. 
Stephen Clark... .2-. ce Morganville. 
GREENE 
Edward L. Stevens, Supt.| Catskill. 
Louise Holle ete ee Catskill. 
Willard M. Whitney....| Athens. 
Orrin Gah linGseeree Athens. 
HeviieWamtonneesnnce o. Cairo. 
Josephine Corbin ....... Hunter. 
Willett Baker....-...... Tannersville. 
George W. Fairgrieve...| Coxsackie. 
Annie C. Spoor.-.......- Coxsackie. 
Newton Sweet..-........ New Baltimore. 
Hiram M. Bouton ....... Prattsville. 
OF Bs Baldwins ssa. s--- Windham. 
HAMILTON 
Mrs. L. W. Beattie. ..... | Indian Lake. 
Miss S. M. Laing..-...... Long Lake. 
HERKIMER 


Thomas A.Caswell, Supt. 
APG, AMMO Rae acne ona 
James Eggenberger. 
Geo. W. Witherell 
William H. Cone........| 
Judson I. Wood, A. B... 
Samuel A.Watson, A, M, 
Alden Jesse Merrell, A.M 
Samuel J. Slawson 
Chas: At ‘Higley =. 25.2... 
Herbert S. Roe.--.-::.. 
Lena L. Shoemaker ..... 


JEFFERSON 
Mary J. Salisbury.....-. 
Virgil C. Warriner....- 
Jennie Elmer.-.....--... 


Eugene R. Coon......-.-. 
Frank T. Littlefield. -... 
Samuel F. Bates........- 
CaCa Williamsts-- <5 -sc 
Augustus P. Flaherty... 
Lyle Hungerford........ 
Philip Slat» 
Cora A. Littlefield 
Delos M. Cosgrove ...... 
Jobn T. Delaney 
William George......... 
George E. Kelly 
Dei Te Marshall. = ..--: 
Merton McNeil.......-... 
W. McDaniels 
MEER erryiee ss ssac 
Jobn:G. Peck --..- 


D. W. Phillips 


Little Falls. 
Herkimer. 


-| Dolgeville. 


Middleville. 


Mohawk. 
West Winfield. 
Frankfort. 
McGowan. 
Jordanviile. 
Warren. 


Adams, 


-| Adams Centre. 


Smithville. 
Mannsville. 


Pierrepont Manor. 


Belleville. 
Woodville. 
Rodman, 
Lorraine. 
Evans Mills. 
Black River. 
Ellisburg. 
Ox Bow. 
Redmond. 
Plessis. 
Natural Bridge. 
Theresa. 
Felts Mills. 
Carthage. 


-| Carthage. 


Philadelphia. 
Antwerp. 
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COUNTY AND NAME 


Post-office Address 


COUNTY AND NAME 


Post-oftice Address 


JEFFERSON—( Continued) 


Rays orven: aseseeaseme 
SAY Os ack er ieee semen 
Mrs. Loella Williams. --. 


‘Limell Seioriswe oe 


KINGS 


Moses Becker, Jr.--.---- 
Mrs. John McHench. --- 
Miss Ella G. Bennett. --- 


Lewis 


Henry G. Gould......... 
Frank Barnes 
W. P. Smith 
PAVEAMOVUS: son eeehee ees 
Wesley Knowlton 
Estella Seymour... ..-.-.-- 
OB A Wialker® ise s-: oa. 
A.M. Johnson 
P. E. Gilligan. .. 
Mary D. Edghill.... .--. 
L: HH. Stanford..-.<:. =. 
Emma Barrett 
Margaret Locklin 
Bertha Williams.... .... 
L. E. Rowley 


LIVINGSTON 


Reuben J. Wallace..-..- 
Ara Wilkinson.........- 
Lewis C. Partridge. -.-... 
Chas. Guldner..... 
Etta Southwell. . 
Nora O'Connor 
Brancis, Lotee:assccn- =. 
Chas. 8. Williams 
Edith Chamverlain 
Chas. A. McWhorter. -... 
M. H. Dusinbury. 
Catherine McLeod 
Edward C. Hawley 
Samuel Mellroy 
Irene Merritt....... -... 
M. G. Carmer, A. M 
W.-M. Robinson..... ... | 
M. H. Smith 
M.G Welker 


MApIson. 


Archibald S. Knight, M A’ 
Chas. A. Van T uyl 
Miss Maude BH. Antisdel. 
Orra S. Rogers........: 
Ernest E. Hinman, Ph. B. 
Gustavus $8, Hurdy 
Carlos J. Coleman 
I. A. Sears 
Miss Ada T. Donahue... 
Miss Adella Arity....... 
Miss Frances I. Switzer. 
Leon D. Burdick 


Theresa. 
Alexandria Bay. 
Spragueville. 
Clayton. 

Cape Vincent. 
Three Mile Bay. 
Chaumont. 
Dexter. 
Brownyille. 
Sacket Harbor. 
Henderson. 
Depauyille. 


.| La Fargeville. 


Flatlands. 
Canarsie. 
Gravesend. 


Port Leyden. 
Turin. 


.| Constableville. 


West Leyden. 
Glendale. 
Port Leyden. 
Copenhagen. 
Lowville. 


-| Herrisville. 


Beaver Falls 
Deer River. 
Barnes Corners. 
Lowville. 
Adams Center. 
Lowville 


Avon. 
Caledonia. 
Livonia. 


-| Honeoye. 
-| Lima. 


Lima. 

North Bloomfield. 
Livonia. 

Livonia. 

Honeoye 
Moscow. 
Caledonia. 


Sante 
Mount Morris. 
Dalton. 


Morrisville. 
Hamilton. 
Karlsville. 


. Brookfield. 


Leonardsyille. 
North Brookfield. 
Madison. 
DeRuyter. 
Eaton. 
Bouckville. 

West Eaton. 
Georgetown. 


MADISsoNn —( Continued) 


Geo. T. Fuggle--..-->--- 
F. W. Jennings, Ph.D... 

Geo. H. Ottoway, A. M.. 

Ww. M. Fort 
S. W. Eaton 
OME Wis ss cece ee | 
H. H. Dougiass 
Chasi 2. Russell so | 
Miss Emma Branegan -.-.-| 
Arthur W. Smith 
IR OM Cook aes ee ee | 


MONROE 


J. V. Swarthout 
Je WG, (Bray eases 
Com. Walkert22222----- 
Burt A. Haynor-..------- 
Elmer G. Frail 
¥F.J Withington....-..- 
Edwin D. Webb...------ 
Lewis Barber---.-..------- 
MGrs; Ida Clark=22sos2- 
Ross Loughbrough, A.B. - 

S. Adella Pratt 
Edward J. Manley 
John Greeneias. 44-5 
Fred W. Hill 
Frank J. Schneck.-.------ 
Nicholas Lee 
Katharine A. Casey 
Eliza P, Knowles. ...-.-.-- 
Lula Brownl.c-- cen. seccs 
Frank H. Brown.......- 
John A. De Camp 


MONTGOMERY 


T. Yale Adams, A.B...-- 
Albert D. Sheffield.--..-- 
Arthur Snyder 
Wm. H. Barkley 
Chas. A. Coons 
BoB Boltone iencsrctceaee 
Arthur E. Barnes, Ph.D. 
Chas. M. Been 
Robt. 8. Roulston. ...... 
RB. Bellows-cucecesees 


NIAGARA 


Clinton S. Marsh, Swpt. 


Frank J. Beardsley, A.B.| 


Fred R. Stevens.......-.. | 


Lewis H. Walker....... | 
Ella Coleman..-......-.- | 


Erieville. 
Oneida. 
Canastota. 
Chittenango. 
Cazenovia. 
Munnsville. 
Oneida. 
Muonsvile. 
Clockville. 
New Woodstock. 
Bridgeport. 


Brighton. 
Henrietta. 
Honeoye Falls. 
Penfield. 
Fairport. 
Pittsford. 
Webster. 
Chifton. 
Clarkson. 

89 Pearl st , Rochester 
Gates. 
Charlotte. 
Spencerport. 
Adams Basin. 
North Parma. 
Churchville 
Brockport. 
Brock port. 
Brockport. 
Scottsville. 
Mumford. 


St. Jobnsville. 
Nelliston. 
Hagaman. 

Fort Hunter. 
Fonda. 
Fultonville. 
Palatine Bridge. 
Canajoharie. 
Rockton. 

Fort Plain. 


North Tonawanda. 
North Tonawanda 
Middleport. 
Barkers. 
Somerset. 

West Somerset. 
Olcott. 


Jennie Lockwood......-. | Newfane. 
H.C. Hustleby.--5-2.. 3. Wilson. 
I. B Devilink. s223225.658 | Youngstown. 
Wins DS Wisneres sores Ransomville. 
Charles N. Hoffman... -. Lewiston. 
Mary A. Walsh........- | Sanborn. 
K.-Brances Bye ......+.- Pekin. 
Adelaide Harris-......... | La Salle. 
| 

ONEIDA | 
Fred Vanornum.......-- Whitesboro. 
F, B. Spaulding.........| New Hartford. 
Re W., Huiman: s-s.sec. | Oriskany. 
TRY ws Winiteccs = Seeceee New York Mills. 


LesterG@. Wanful........ | 


New York Mills. 


SUPERINTENDENTS AND PRrrvcirears oF GRADED ScHoors 


Lisr or SuPERINTENDENTS AND Principats—(Continued) 


COUNTY AND NAME 


Post-office Address 


COUNTY AND NAME) Post-office Address 
OnnIDA—(Continwed) 

Harriet B. Witter-......- Yorkville. 

John G. Williams...-...- Chadwicks. 

Leonard Patten......... Stittville. 

Thos. C. Gifford.........} Oriskany Falls. 

‘Wm. H. Wheeler. -......-. Knoxboro. 

Stanard D. Butler....--. Bridgewater. 

Perey L. Wight-..-.-..-.-.- Clinton. 

Margaret C. Dawes -..-. Clarks Mills. 

R. C. Schemerhorn..----- Deansboro. 

KH. E. Edgerton.......-..- Clay ville. 

Sadie Philipson. ..-| Sauquoit. 

Thos. E. Hayden. ---| Waterville. 

Edward C. Miller..--..-. Sauquoit. 

Stephen Mahady.-.....-.- | Sangerfield. 

RRP AC AMS! 2.2 oo. =. Vernon. 

Cc. W. Carpenter. ..--- Vernon Centre. 

have GAT Kone once te « < | Sherrill. 

CeO Wise Lol DORs. <-/536 <5 =~ Kenwood. 

ase el ales ele. =< Oneida Castle. 

Wm. J. Lewis. ----, Westmoreland. 

D. D. Van Allen, A. M-.| Camden. 

Winter X. Crider-.-.-.-- | Verona. 

Ora.) A DAVIB Sc.cs0c-c--% | Durhamsville. 

CoE We aTHOld joapoes =: = Boonville. 

John Chase....--.-.----- Holland Patent. 

ON Je) 0s ree ae | Remsen. 

HY Van Arman= 9222... | Westernville. 

PROV eo eco e ae | Forestport. 

Anna Suartwout - - -| Prospect. 

Mollie Cullen------ | Taberg. 

Frank Niess..-----.-- -| Lee Centre. 

Rist MOFTISON, ate-)tte = sis Trenton. 

CH Watterss 222552. << | Point Rock. 

o.. W:. Griffith {=< -.-=..- South Trenton. 

ONONDAGA 

Albert W. Emerson....- Baldwinsville. 

Harry HE. Reed --...----- Liverpool. 

Arthur C. Nute.....-... Jordan. 

GAPING OV BGO ec <2 once a e- Camillus. 

Daniel J. Kelly-- Warner. 

J. W. Hooper....--.....| Euclid. 

oH. DEKTOyit..-.-2---} Plainville. 

H. Frank Miner, A. M..| Skaneateles. 

‘BaNe  purOn Ge. so-=- <<< ~~ Marcellus. 

David H. Cook .-...-..-.| Onondaga Valley. 

Chas. O. Richards.....-- Solway. 

William E. Stilwell ----- Tully. 

John Jadewell 2-. 222-2... Elmwood. 

Carroll Miner -.-.-..-.-.- Onondaga. 


W. Hoyt-North..<--...-- | 


Skaneateles Falls. 


David-lmucid—.--=...--. -| Vesper. 
Sarah Carroll:-.-....---. Mottville. 
Mary Hoffmire.......-... So. Onondaga. 


Lizzie O’Brien..-----...- 
Edwin H. Chase, Ph. B. 
Wm. H. Aisever 


Marcellus Falls. 


Kast Syracuse. 
Jamesville. 


Tracy D. Blye..- -| Brewerton. 
Jacob L. Wright Cicero. 
Wes DUnN ee she Se =-5 Minoa. 
Frank J. House -.------. Fayetteville. 
i, FAs -Neeloy).-<-------~- Manlius. 
J.B: Hanchett<.----..-.- La Fayette. 
Charles R. Benedict. --.- Pompey. 
@has. BR. Drom <-...----- Fabius. 
iD spat DAN coe 5 - = Delphi. 
John H. Bailey.--------- Cardiff. 
ONTARIO 
W.H. Truesdale, Supt..| Geneva. 
Miss Sara Hancock...--- Geneva. 


ONTARIO—( Continued) 


DD Ae erton cease 
Henry G. Wolcott-...... 
WD MTC WOR suewicen ae 


Jennie Kirkpatrick. .--- 
Herbert H. Foster. ....-. 
Belle McMaster.-.......- 
Isabella Renwick -...--- 
Bertha M. Patridge..-... 
J. Carlton Norris, Supt... 
Wm... Noll; “Phi sMie > 
Geo. R. Wicker, A. M... 
D. B. Williams, A. M.... 
Alexander Gray..-.-.-.. 
PAN OSD) cette as 
George )). Peck 


ORANGE 


Georgena Knapp........ 
Jobn H. Burrows.....- 
Lewis N. Crane ....-.... 
Hermon C. Woodworth.| 
Georgiana Fulton....... 
Jerome Denna.-....-....- 
Orville Eichenberg. ..-.. 
Hi Miay Odellesaentsectrs 
Reuben Fraser.--..---..- 
D.C. Dominick, B. S.--. 
Jennie Mitchell......... 
Trarviinsrds ese cee. ase 
Be Be BOLT msec cee ee 
Mary M. Gerlach ......- 
Margaret Morrison..---- 
Edwin Cornell 
James M. Dolph, Supt... 
Edwin H. Bugbee ......- 
Joseph T. Tracy, Ph. D. 
I Wire Hodimanass).s 0 
Edmund F. Brown .--.-- 
J. W. Stocking....-..... 
Frank M. Wilson, Ph. D, 
Lsgack De Wairns tees <1 > 
Solomon E. DuBois..----- 
George W. Jamison....- 
William P. Kaufman.-... 
Sanford A. Cortright.... 
WD. Moulton=:<~.---: - 


ORLEANS 


¥F. A. Greene, A.M., Supt. 
Henry Pease, A 
Horace D. Hopkins, A. M 
Chas. A. Hamilton, A. M 
JohnH. Wiler soj-ss6-- 
Walter J. Thomson ..--. 
FACS a, BOHTON Geemarc nies | 
Charles F. Burt, A. M... 
Henry J. Gibson ...-.--- | 


OSWEGO 


Byron G. Clapp: ..--:-.- | 
Arthur C. Davis 
Howard Shaffer........-- 
Thomas 0. Youngs...--- 
Jennie A. Daley.......-- 
PASI A SUTON Ge cece o acs 
Anna Kimber -.......... 


Phelps. 

Clifton Springs. 
Shortsville. 
Hopewell. 
Hopewell Centre. 
Canandaigua. 
Halls Corners. 
Gorham. 
Palmyra. 
Canandaigua. 
Naples. 

Victor. 

East Bloomfield. 
West Bloomfield. 
Honeoye. 

Allen’s Hill. 


Washingtonville. 


-| Washingtonville. 
Cornwall-on-Hudson. 


Cornwall. 
Mountainyville. 
Highland Falls, 
Monroe. 
Turners. 
Montgomery. 
Walden. 
Newburgh. 
Middle Hope. 
Newburgh, 
Central Valley. 


200 So. St., Newburgh 


Central Valley. 
Port Jervis. 
Port Jervis. 
Goshen. 
Warwick 
Florida. 
Bellvale. 
Chester. 

Tri States. 
Sparrowbush. 
Pine Bush. 
Otisville. 
Westtown. 
Unionville. 


Albion. 
Medina. 
Holley. 
Albion. 
Knowlesville. 
Lyndonville. 
Waterport. 
Kendall. 
Hulburton. 


Fulton. 
Oswego Falls. 
Hanpibal. 

New Haven. 
Oswego Centre. 
Hannibal. 
Fulton. 
Minnetto. 
Phoenix. 
Central Square. 
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DeEparRTMENT oF Pustiic Insrrucrion 


List or SUPERINTENDENTS AND Prinerpats—( Continued) 


COUNTY AND NAME 


Post-office Address 


COUNTY AND NAME 


Post office Address 


OswEGoO—(Continued) 


Wi. SCanoughiz-n aces. 
Wo di sSomersizn. 22 see 4 
Charles T, Ranford 
W. D. Rhines 
H. J. Smith 
HD, Skerritt.: 33.3... 2: 
Avery.W. Skinner, A. B. 
Miss Grace L. Snyder... 
Edgar J. Brown 
Sylvester R. Shear 
James C. Knight. -..---- 
Ransom H Snyder, A. M. 
Miss Jessie A. Burkhardt 


OTSEGO 


Willard D. Johnson 
J. Authony Bassett, A.M. 
Floyd S. Lowell.......--- 
Henry L. Tipple........- 
Clellan G. Eldred.....-.-- 
Charles Allen 
S. H. Lyman 

Frederick A. Peck 
Myron N. Webaster...-..- 
Edwin MceNamara...-..- 
E.R. Gregory..--..- = 
iB. CS Vian Ln gen = sc. a 
George Fuller..-...- 
Erving Bolton..... 
Clarence A. Wood. 
George Greene 
CAS Batlori es sacnes =n 
Calvin Derrick 
Franklin Abrams 
Paull Paylore-\-mo. seo. oe 
Frederick Webster...-- 
M,.J. Rletehers-. 22 cce.- 
Mary Elliott...... ...-... 


PUTNAM 


HentysS, Pundyvensee- se 
Otis Montrose. ...- 
Granville Barnum. 
Farley Rickert..---- - 
Frank A. Hopkins ...--- 
S. S. Wood 


QUEENS 


Joln J. Chickering, Supt. 
Mary L. Lyles, Supt ..-.. 
Maurice I. Jewell....... 
James D. Dillivgham. .-. 
Annie E. Hull 
Kate R. Hickey... 
Arthur C. Mitchell... 


Theophilus Johnson..... 
Homer F. Candee........ 
JU re ONKING pce seeemee 
J. Wesley Drumm.....-- 
S. D. Replogle........... 
Herbert Smith...... .... 


Anna ibretu-s «oc. ocecne 
Frank K. Montfort...... 
William M. Peck........ 
Jessie F. Griffin......... 
William J. Ballard, Supe. 
Cyrus EK. Smith, Supt. .-. 


Parish. 
Cleveland. 
Bernhards Bay. 
Constantia. 
Caughdenoy. 
Altmar. 
Mexico. 
Orwell. 
Redfield. 
Pulaski. 
Richland. 
Sandy Creek. 
Williamstown. 


Cooperstown. 
Richfield Springs. 
Schenevus. 
Worcester. 
Schuyler Lake. 
Springfield Centre. 
Cherry Valley. 
East Worcester. 
Maryland. 
Burlington Flats. 


-| Edmeston. 


Gilbertsville. 


--| Hartwick. 
-| Mount Vision. 


Laurens. 
Morris. 
Milford. 
Portlandville. 
Oneonta. 

West Oneonta. 


-| Otego. 


Unadilla. 
Garrattsyville. 


Brewster. 


-| Cold Sprivg. 


Nelsonville. 


.| Garrisons, 


Carmel. 
Paterson. 
Lake Mahopac. 


Flushing. 
College Point. 
Newtown. 
Corona, 
Metropolitan. 


.| Laurel Hill. 
-| Maspeth. 


Evergreen. 

W oodside. 
Winfield Junction. 
Corona. 

Glendale Station. 
Roslyn. 

Port Washington. 
Manhasset, 

Great Neck. 
Little Neck. 
Bayside. 
Whitestone. 
Queens. 

Jamaica. 
Woodhaven, 


QuUEENS—(Oontinude) 


Lewis H. Allen-........ 
Jessie L. Barnes.....---- 
Leonora A. Bedell....--- 
Jasper Bennett...-...--. 
Penelope E. Bostock... - 
George H. Brooks. ------ 
Caroline Clary... ..-.. =. 
Sanford J. Ellswortb- --: 
Earlman Fenner, A.B. -- 
Carrie B. Fish 


Charles A. Genung..--. 


William M. Gilmore..--. | 


Cora M. Garley..--- .--- 
Chas W. Hallock. .----- 
Warren F. Hannas...--- 
EK. Bartlette Helland.--. 
William N. Hill. ...-.... 
Alfred B. B. Howell ---- 
Elizabeth M. Jackman.. 
Fred De L. King 22-2 
LOOISNADD 1-2 coe iee 
John: A “Loopes=--« = -22- 
Chas. W. Mulford.....-- 
Wallace S. Newton...... 
George H. Northup. ...- 
Corodon Norton... ...--- 
Chas... W.. Oley. 224222252 
Frank O. Payne..-....-. 
Sarah C. Provost.......- 
George E. Raplee. ......- 
Ella M. Raynor. .--.-...... 
Elmer 8. Redman, A.M.. 
Lottie J. Robinson 
Caleb Simons...-.--- be 
Leslie Smith...... ... x 
Harvey A. Snedecor -.-. 
Mary L. Tompkins..-.-- 
Ida Ward ccc soaeacenioe 
Thaddeus S. Welis------ 
J.M. Whitenack........ 
Clifford A. Woodard .... 


RENSSELAER 
Geo. A. Sawyer, Supt... 
H. H. Snell, Supt......-. 
Chas. W. Dunn... 
Ernest E. Severy 


J. Pardon Wells.... .... 
GeowK. Powell ete. 


Eunice KE. Perry. -......- 
R. W.. Wickham... 2.2 
By. PROPS. csceene ees 
UTS Wie Good: saeecunecmee 
Geo. D Barringer......- 
Frank Clapper.-........ 
Charles R. Miller........ 
Mary A. Riley... 
Ella Snyder... .- 
Mervin D. Losey-...-- 
Charles R. Marvin...... 


RICHMOND 


A. Hall Burdick, Supt.. 
Charles W. Sutherland... 


Hicksville. 
Seaford. 
Garden City. 
Baldwin. 
Hempstead. 
Ocean Side. 
Jamaica. 

Far Rockaway. 
Sea Cliff. 

| Bellmore. 


Queens. 

kichmond Hill. 
Oceanus. 

Sa 

Valley Stream. 
Farmingdale. 
Merrick. 

Glenwood Landing. 
Locust Valley. 
Aqueduct. 
Lawrence Station. 
Hempstead. 

Hollis. 

Lynbrook. 
Hempstead. 
Jericho. 

Wantagh. 

| Freeport. 

| Glen Cove. 

| Oyster Bay Cove. 

| Cold Spring Harbor. 
| Freeport. 

| Rockville Centre. 

| Valley Stream, 
| Hempstead. 

| Far Rockaway. 
| Floral Park. 

| East Norwich. 

| Morris Park. 
East Rockaway, 
Springland. 
Oyster Bay. 


Lansingburgh. 
| Hoosick Falls. 


.| Secbaghticoke. 
-| Valley Falls. 


Troy. 

| Frances Ave., Troy. 
Centre Brunswick. 

| Eagle Mills. 
Melrose 
Petersburgh. 
Hoosick. 

North Hoosick. 
Buskirks. 
Greenbush. 

East Albany. 
Bath-on-the-Hudson. 
Stowe Ave., Troy. 
Castleton. 

W. Sand Lake. 


-| Berlin. 


Averill Park. 


-| Nassau, 


Poestenkill. 


Stapleton. 
West New Brighton 
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List or SuperinrenDENTs AND Princrpats—( Continued) 


COUNTY AND NAME 


Post-office Address 


COUNTY AND NAME 


Post-office Address 


RICHMOND—( Continued) 


John Henry Ryan ....... 
Mason A. Macdonald... 
John J. Driscoll... ...... 
ee BD ATRIS MS oa Sek ck 
Chas. F. Simons..... .... 


Wm.-B: Rafferty... 2.- 
Thomas C. Harty........ 
Corliss F. Randolph... .. 
Frances M, Geer.....-.. 
Cornelius V. Boughton.. 
ALN ac yt Os 2 ace 
Gould J. Jennings....... 
David M. Sprague...._.. 
Lewis H. Denton 


OrryeH Hoagie sc) 2. 
Timothy F. Donovan.... 
Wm. P. Hastings. ...... 
Annie E. Cole.-.-.-.... 
Laura K. Cropsey....... 
billie CG. Wratys..<c. 2... 


ROCKLAND 


Ira H. Lawton, Supt.... 
N. P. Banks Johnson.... 
Andrew Jersey.......--- 
Goo MeNair. 255.25. 
Emma Comesky.......-- 
Henry G Knapp..-..-.- 
Ada ‘B. Marvin....-...-. 
ip BeePOLbOR toe mans 
Herbert McKnight...-... 
Ernest G. Williams..... 
Ci ST Sa] ) ome eee 
Emory Rikert........:.. 
Marun 8. Ford. .....<.-. 
M. Edna Brickell. ....-. 
Jennie M. Sullivan...--. 
Joseph K. Wiles... -.-- ae 
Sidney G. Firman 
Wer Allene RiTe =. <2. 5. -..- 


L. O. Markham ... 
Minnie R. Phillips 


St. LAWRENCE 


John C. Bliss, A.M...... 
Wendell Avery:.-.-....--. 
Herbert Sweet.......--. 
Ait HOV HOLS es oeitacio =i ~ = 
Melvin Geerhart... 
John B. Laidlaw... 
Laurette S. Hulett-- 
Helen McGarry 
Kate Carros s.see. 22... 
WAM ORCHO Vs 2 ::2.0- 
PErAM Ke SOBER cio cajcis =< 
PAIECOMEMIMO seo Bee aie cia 
Edna Jobnson...--....-.. 
A. E.Chase, Supt.-....--- 
A. H. Wiggins 
Arthur Whitney 
Mabel Waggener......-- 
GieOnC Owens oacic< c=. 
W. E. Andrews 
Sarah Freeman........-. 
Sidney Covey..-....:.... 


West New Brizhton, 
New Brighton. 
Tompkinsville. 
Tompkinsville. 
Stapleton. 

New Dorp. 
Rosebank. 
Stapleton. 
Stapleton 

Great Kills. 
Dongan Hills. 
Mariner’s Harbor. 
Tottenville. 
Prince’s Bay. 
Tottenville. 
Linoleumville. 
Port Richmond, 
Port Richmond. 
Mariner’s Harbor. 
Port Richmond. 
West New Brighton. 
Tottenville. 
Rossville. 
Richmond. 


Nyack. 

Upper Nyack. 
Upper Nyack. 
Sparkill. 
Tappan 
Sloatsburg. 
Ramapo. 
Hillburn. 
Suffern. 
Monsey. 
Spring Valley. 
Nanuet. 

Pearl River. 
New City. 
Congers. 

New City. 
Tompkius Cove. 
Grassy Point. 
Garnerville. 
Stony Point. 


-| Haverstraw. 
| West Haverstraw. 


Gouverneur. 
Morristown. 
Richville. 
Heuyvelton. 


Oswegatchie. 
Hailesboro. 
Dekalb Junction. 
Rossie. 

De Kalb. 
Fowler. 

Canton. 
Rensselaer Falls. 
Morley. 

Benson Mines. 
Colton. 

South Colton. 
Edwards. 
Hermon. 


| Mollie King 


St. LAWRENCE—(Cont’d) 


Maria Aubrey.........-. 
F. H. Wallace... 


De BeOUBnion see ncnee ke: 


CoS. Simpsones-seen.- 
Warren O, Daniels -. 


Lisbon Centre. 
Madrid. 
Norfolk. 
Russell. 
Waddington. 
Winthrop. 
Massena. 
Norwood. 
Potsdam. 


-| Nicholsville. 
-| Lawrenceville 


Nathan BE. Avery........ Norwood. 
Rose N. Libbey .......:. Parishville. 
Ella Goodnough......... Hopkinton, 
Katie Cromley........... Fort Jackson. 
Ce Hal uthyres nore tee Helena. 
Walter Mulholland...... Loonsville. 
Edward Sullivan........ Potsdam. 
Harriet Bartholomew...) Potsdam. 
SARATOGA 
Alex. Falconer, Supt..... Waterford. 
Miss Mattie J. Cook....| Waterford. 
ees B. Blakeman....| Mechanicville. 
orace H_ Southwick...| Ballston Spa. 
Willis U. Hinman......- Stillwater. 
Frauk B. Jillson........ Galway. 


Thomas R. Kneil, Supt.. 
Walter S. Knowlson..... 
Olinger sR. Kippreaeee 
Chester Sanford......... 
Oscar E. Coburn .-...... 
Margaret L. Berrigan... 
Elizabeth M. Powers. ... 
Julia A. Callahan 
A. M. Hollister, A. M... 
Olin H. Burritt, A. M... 
Frank L. Pogson. ....... 
James E. Kelley........ 
Charles H. Reirden....-. 
Isabel Jordan 


John W. Northup 
Hattie Tomlinson 


SCHENECTADY 


William T. Becker....-. 
Frances Underbill....... 
George W. Alter........ 
Wires Malas ems 


Cornelia Stevens ......-. 
S. B. Howe, Supt..... .. 


SCHOHARIE 
W. M. Marvin 
Solmon Sias 
Perry Chichester........ 
Alvin S. Guftin 
Howard H. Jump...-.--- 
Arthur L. Parsons 


KE. R. Pearse 
Grant L. Biee--......... 
Geo. L. Rifenburgh.....- 
Howard H. Borst...-.--. 
Glanis Snvder........... 
George E. Hanes... 
Arthur Spangler....... 
Roy Shafer=s5....5--- 3. . 


Saratoga Springs. 
Saratoga Springs. 
Saratoga Springs. 
Saratoga Springs. 
Saratoga Springs. 
Saratoga Springs. 
Saratoga Springs. 
Saratoga Springs. 
Corinth. 
Schuylerville. 
Victory Mills. 
South Glens Falls. 
Hadley. 
Batchellerville. 
South Corinth. 
Conklingville. 
Gansevoort. 


Schenectady. 
Schenectady. 

Scotia. 

Delanson. 

Quaker Street. 
Rotterdam Junction. 
Schenectady. 


Middleburgh. 
Schoharie, 
Gilboa. 

Central Bridge. 
Esperance. 
Gallupville. 
Cobleskill. 
Sharon Springs. 
Riehmoudville. 
Wesé Fulton. 
Jefferson. 
Barnerville. 
Breakabeen. 


--| Fultonham. 
-| Charlotteville. 


Seward Valley. 
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List or SUPERINTENDENTS AND Princrpats—(Continued) 


COUNTY AND NAME) Post-office Address || COUNTY AND NAME) J’ost-office Address 
SCHUYLER SUFFOLK—( Continued) 
S. S. Jobnson Watkins. J.J. Harrison, A- M..-..| Sag Harbor. 
AG, Jientersy amar -| Havana. Cotes Perry. Bp oer © East Quoque. 
ON MUL TOWOSuc ese ae aise Burdeté. Milton H. Freeman....--. Good Ground. 
John HE. Livermore...-.. Mecklenburg. PAY Ray dete eee os Springs. 
Ghas. V-Stocum =--.--.. North Hector. Wants Eo LAS oneeeses Babylon. 
Witte. Bucks see cect Bennettsburgh. Ibe Bretseh_ cases East Moriches. 
@has: Touheyeces sc. er Monterey. Godfrey C. Schaible-.---- Lindenhurst. 
‘Albert Piper - -==-~2-->- - Tyrone. Omar Baumes...-. --.-- Setauket. 
Martin J. Howell .------ Altay. Frank H. Sincerbaux-...| Port Jefferson. 
Helen P. Halpin-..------ Odessa. Stanley B. Patrick...--- Stony Brook. 
May Wager ..----------- Wayne. John W. Roe.....------- Cold Spring Harbor. 
Geo. F. Norton .--..----- Amityville. 
SENECA PESO Fe font: 22-2. Islip 
F.S. Porter, A. M., Supt.| Seneca Falls. Geo. W. Hawkins. ..---- East Setauket. 
Thos. C. Wilber, A. M..| Waterloo. Clande A. DuVall.......| Bay Shore. 
Lewis H. Clark, Jr..A.M.| Ovid. M. H. Packer --.---.---- Bayport. 
Wm. H. Bumpus.......- Waterloo. Geo. P. Armstrong... -.- Sayville. 
Frederick J. Medden... | Seneca Falls. J. Everett Vincent. --.-- East Islip. 
Herbert P. King..------- Farmer. Frederick H. Beals----- St. James. 
GcomMM Bly ce eee Lodi. Dr. Wellington E Gordon| Patchogue. 
Margaret D. Mahoney...| Willard. Fred. W. Meeker -...--- Blue Point. 
Clinton Page ...--------. -| Romulus. Benj. J. Wightman....- Northport. 
Chas. J. Jennings, A. M.| Huntington. 
STEUBEN Margaret D. Stuby.----- Centre Mériches. 
L. D. Miller, Supt Bath Grace We. King soca Bohemia. 
31a Mee RUS sae : Tda McHenry =-2cesss Bellport. 
E. A. Rhodes.-.--.------ Hammondsport. 
Hills Batt see sse Centreport. 
F. J. De La Bleur..-.--- Prattsburg. Ella A. Holmes Northport 
G. ce nes ok 5S Ren SS gees iene atl 
F.C. Wilcox ---- Jamp bell. G1, = 
BE. E. McDowell. --.---- Wallace. be a aes : 
Ralph S. Bradbury ------ Pulteney. W. W. Miller, A. B...--| Monticello. 
Minnie E. Pierce ..--..- Rheims. Herman J. Rixton.--.--- | Callicoon Depot. 
Mahlon R. Morrow..---- Curtis. Walter H. C. Ensign....) Barryville. 
T. W. Robinson...-..--- Kanona. Abram W: Blumberg. - ..-| Narrowsburgh. 
A.D. Miller....-..-- -| Savona. David S. Strong. ......-.- Bloomingburgh. 
Frank P. Wright Bradford. George D. Scott.....—- Wurtsbero. 
MeO uPloughttesseascees North Cohocton. Lewis B. Barber. .-..--- Phillipsport. 
Gene Button sess ee: Avoca. Floin KOUNSOR cee eae Liberty. 
B.G. MeNieh 2.5...) ..- Wayland. Wi Ke Laingesses. vescese Livingston Manor. 
Leigh R. Hunt, Supt.-.-) Corning. Wm. Butz. -< 22.5.2. Roscoe. 
D. &. Blakeslee, A. M...| Addison. Miss Bessie Wrygant-.-] Rockland. 
Alvin G. Pierce, A.M...) Painted Post. Fred Robinson. --.------ Woodbourne. 
Belle Ingersoll . --.------ Woodhull. Lester Woolsey -..--.--- Long Eddy. 
Re KS Wilson. esses Cameron. Soanee Stoddard ~ ea alanine Hankins. 
Arthur Bromley. .------- Cameron Mills. Wm. B. Wright-.---.--. Hurleyville. 
CuGs Walters seeetsh.cc. Coopers Plains. Paul Soulling: cocnseweae Grahamsville, 
Chas. J. Starner......--- Lindley. | George Anderson......- Jeffersun ville. 
WilliamR. Prentice, Supt.| Hornellsville. | James Kniffin......---.- Centerville. 
James B. Hargrave. .-.---. Canisteo. = 
Homer W. Harris....-.- Ark port. TIOGA. 
Frank D. Simons......-- Stephens Mills. | Edwin P. Recordon, Supt.| Owego. 
Jessie L. Grantier....--- Greenwood. Ezra J. Peck A. M....- Owego 
Frnest Cole ste. feeccs ces Howard. Philip M. Hull, A M..-.- Waver ly. 
M L. Davenport ...-...- Rexvilie. Everett O'Neill, A. B...| Spencer. 
Mrs. Malie A. Martin...| Troupsburg. James W Alexander. .-.| Candor. 
Edwin D. Hamlin -.-.---- Jasper. Miss Fannie L. Hughes.| Newark Valley. 
Edson L Moore.....-.-.-- Nichols. 
SUFFOLK Oscar Granger .......... Tioga Centre. 
Chas. H. Kernan Orient. George D. Sykes .......- Berkshire. 
G. R. Stiles, A. M.. _.| Greenport. Frank E. Fenno, A. B...| Apalachin. 
W.B.Secor...--- _| Southold. Elmer J. Bond..-..-..... Richford. 
Mi Alice Tattecsceseseee Mattituel. John H. Bensley..-..--- Barton. 
GIGI atte. s: fa ae gees Southold. Forman E. Whitcomb...) Lockwood. 
Geo. A. Brown.......-.- Riverhead. Artbur B. Smith .....-.. Smithboro. 
Elizabeth Burnett... ..-- West Hampton Beach 
aoe us Phillipsesesssee East Quoque. TOMPKINS. 
PCP ACS OLDS sone ces crererere uood Ground. Hi. R.iSoribuer=>- sence Trumansburg, 
PUMBAU eONNSON a aca ciate Southampton. QE Placeie eect ccomen Newfield. ne 
Anna C. Rose..-....--.- Brid gehampton. G. H. Baskerville ....... Groton. 
Hobart Chandler. ....... Amagansett. WD Glank co erseccoee Dryden. 
Willard S, French-.......| East Hampton. Tl’: Hdwards co cee Ludlowville. 
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\ . 
List or SUPERINTENDENTS AND Principats—( Continued) 


COUNTY AND NAME 


Post-oftice Address 


COUNTY AND NAME 


Post-ottice Address 


ToMPKINs—(Continued) 


Wun Wood sa 5.85.05... 


ULSTER 


Charles M. Ryon, Supt.. 
Myron J. Michael, A.M 
William E, Bunten, A.M 
Henry Powers .__....=.. 
William A. MeConvell.. 
William FE. Mower ...--. 
Henry D. Darrow...___- 
Franklin P. Coons 
Jobn D Murphy.....-.. 
Louisa J. Taylor -....... 
Charles W. Townsend .. 
Fred N. Moulton........ 
Luther Emerick......... 
Ella J. Williams ........ 
George S. Carpenter....- 
Melvin G. Rhodes......- 
Etta M. Sheeley......... 
Ella M. Solon........... 


Martin Hasbrouck ...... 
Chas VaiRvon..—. 2.22... 
Louis) BH. Palen. ........- 
Howard F. Van Buren .. 
Patrick H. Cullen......- 
Luenda Gregory .--...... 
Delia Cumiske 


Albert J. Appleby --.--- 
Sarah Connelly.......... 
dig Caulkins®...-. 22-22 
MarlStOne —< s.-..< Secs = 
Cornelius Lockwood .... 
Mary Hevenor ..-..-..... 
John W. Chandler, Supt. 
J. Hartley Tanner .....- 
John U. Gillette......... 
Norman ©. Gile..:...... 
Grant Youn 
Ghaso Sitzer 2.22" 252552. 
J. De Lauren Gillett... .. 
J. K. Van Valkenburg... 
Orvis M. Follette ....... 
Willen Ove cae ie eee 2 
James 0D. Brewster....-- 
lex: AL Bingers.22.5..- 


‘WARREN 


Sherman Williams, Supt. 
Sarah L Warner........ 
Clara J. Fisher.......... 
Nellie M. Flood ......... 
Florence EB. Scott....... 
Cortez L. Bailey ........ 
Dre Ne BOyYNON. s.— <2. 


William Owens.......-.. 
Belle M. Doherty......-- 
WGRMIG IGE 02 = oeee eo 


McLean. 
Brookton. 
Freeville. 
Etna. 
Slaterville. 


Kingston. 
Kingston 
Kingston. 
Kingston. 
Kingston, 
Kingston. 
Kingston. 
Kingston. 
Kingston. 
Kingston. 
Glasco. 
Saugerties. 
one 
uarryville. 
West Hurley. 
Fly Mountain. 
East Kingston, 
East Kingston. 
Marlborongh. 
Highland. 
Rosendale. 
Binnewater. 
W hiteport. 
Le Fever Falls. 
Wallkill. 
Gardiner. 
Port Ewen. 
Creek Locks. 
High Falls 
Port Ewen. 
Clintondale. 
Milton. 
Milton. 
Stene Ridge. 
Eilenville. 
Napanroch. 
Kerhonkson 
Accord. 
Kyserike. 
West Shokan. 
Shokan. 
Pheenicia. 
Shandaken. 
Chichester. 
Pine Hill. 
Woodstock. 


Glens Falls. 
Glens Falls. 
Glens Falls. 
Sandy Hill. 


-| Bolton Landing. 


Lake George. 
Chestertown. 
Pottersville. 
Horicon. 
North Creek. 
Luzerne. 
Stony Creek. 
Warrensburg. 


WASHINGTON 


Ernest E. Smith......... 


Raymond E. Brown..... 
W.E. Freeman........:. 
Miss Amelia Blaisdell... 
He baldwin= soe. sees 


Lizzie Fahey ............ 


WAYNE 


Wm. H. Kinney, A. M.. 
Charles E. Alien ........ 
HdearDy Niles sos. so.ce 
Howard N. Tolman..... 
Albert D. Whitney, A.B. 
Lewis H.Clark.-........ 
Chas. V. Hoagland...... 
Archie D. Rinker........ 
George D. Sprague 
Arthur Barber .--... i 
J. Fernando Cole........ 


J. W. Robinson.......... 
George H. 
ip TEN Coolcs cae meee 


1bty Lise JET A TS a= ote eee 


WESTCHESTER 


Isaac E. Young, Supt... 
Rebecca E. Young....-.. 
Agnes M. Blakely...._.- 
John F. Quigley ........ 
Joseph Fitzgerald. ...... 
Samnel J. Preston....._. 
Frederick E. Bellows. ... 
Tsage;©e Bill) c222 see ccne 
Jobn S. Sprague......... 
\J ohn C. Rockwell ....... 
Fannie E. Wardwell.... 
Grace Thwing........... 
Mary E. Foster ......... 
Ida M. Babcock--....... 
Lucinda E. Feeney...-.. 
Eva Jewell............- 

Harriette L. Bannister. . 
Ralph A. Stewart, Supt. 
J. Irving Gorton, Supt.. 
George E. Atwood......- 
R A. MacDonald....... 
Johu B Cooke .......... 


William E. Slocum...-... 
Nathan H. Dumond..... 
Wilhelmina Stanbach ... 
Daniel D. Lillie......... 


TUS ea ee eee } 


SH Olarke eso cess. 


Greenwich. 
Salem 
Argyle. 

Fort Edward. 
Cambridge. 
Whitehall. 


| Sandy Hill. 


Granville. 

Middle Granville. 
Fort Ann. 
Hebron. 
Hartford. 

Smiths Basin. 


Lyons. 
Clyde. 

W oleott. 
Savannah. 
Red Creek. 
Sodus. 

South Butler. 
North Rose. 
Rose. 


-| Sodus. 


Sodus Point. 
Palmyra. 
Newark. 
Macedon. 
Williamson. 
Newark. 
Furnaceville. 
Newark. 
Ontario. 


New Rochelle. 
Bronxville. 
Tuckahoe. 
Tuckahoe. 
Scarsdale. 
Mamaroneck. 
Mawaroneck. 
Pelhamville. 
Rye. 

Port Chester. 
Port Chester. 
Port Chester. 
Port Chester. 
New Rochelle. 
New Rochelle. 
New Rochelle. 
New Rochelle. 
White Plains. 
Sing Sing. 
Tarrytown. 
Irvington. 
Irvington. 
Dobbs Ferry. 
Dobbs Ferry. 
Ardsley. 
North Tarrytown. 
Pocantico Hills. 
Pleasantville. 
Peekskill. 
Peekskill. 
Verplank. 
Yorktown. 
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List or SUPERINTENDENTS AND Prrncrpats—( Continued) 


COUNTY AND NAME 


Post-office Address 


COUNTY AND NAME 


Post-office Address 


WESTCHESTER—(Oont’d) 


JAB MOR eereeeiete nieare tis 
Nellie J. Whitlock...--- 
Harry Main 
Margaret M. Mahoney..- 
Adelaide Norris.-----.-- 
May D. Davis-.-.--- abc 
Howard J. Tryon 


‘WYOMING 


Irving B. Smith.--..--.- 
Arthur M Preston 
S. H. McIlroy 
Mary E. Catton 
Maye B. Rudgers 
Maud E. Webster 
Mamie E. Nichols-.-.----- 
Charles A. Lewis 
Nora, |Casessoasene = -2 
George H. Stratton 


Croton Landing. 
Montrose. 
Chappaqua. 
Purdy Station. 
Mount Kisco. 
Croton Falls. 
Katonah. 


‘Warsaw. 
Attica. 
Wyoming. 
Perry. 

Perry Centre. 
Warsaw. 

Dale. 
Johnsonsburg. 
Strykerville. 
Castile. 


W romina—( Continued) 


Francis M. Smith 
Silas L. Strivings 
Newbern H. Lewis 
Francis P. Murph 

Libbie C. McElroy 
Mary E. Vaughan...---- 
James F. Murphy 
Max EB. Lorrey--.<---2-- 


YATES 
Wm. Joseph Pelo, Supt. 
Geo. H. Hoxie. .-..--=--- 
Frank H. Hausner ------ 


Frank A. Rugar --.----- 
Aronah Longwell 
Lewis S. Patterson 


Arcade. 
Gainesville. 
Silver Spa. 


Pike. 
Portageville. 
North Java. 


Penn Yan. 
Penn Yan. 
Dundee. 
Rushville. 
Dresden. 

Milo Centre. 
Benton Centre 
Bellona. 
Middiesex. 


eS WEX- TO REPORT 


Abstracts, 
. « J PAGE 
of statistical reports of School Commissioners and 
MOT SUPCTINLCNCENES | oo. Smee. ono os Pode og 8-19 
of financial reports of School Commissioners and 
Meee OU DeCHINGCNGENLS—-<- Gc 8: os. cel Deh he os. 20-27 
Associations, 
Re RIA reeset NTN ct iad 60 a a oe Ixvii 
- Agriculture, 
EL LSU STR Ar alee Fea XXXVIli 
Albany, 
report of Charles W. Cole, City Superintendent... 581 
Albany Normal College, 
nepore OL executive committee .................. 275 
Allegany and Cattaraugus Reservation, 
report of George W. Boyce, ex-Superintendent. .. 27 
American History, 
AM Mr re tee os ad's his s aad iw XXXvi 
American Museum of Natural History, 
BORorerOu tA. S. DICKMOTC.... 00.0066. bccncecce 371. 
Amsterdam, 
report of Charles 8. Davis, City Superintendent... 590 
Appeals, 
MEARE ML OV er Priestley fe osc «88 iPS cress vv aomus.a o's O.0.41 
Ber anemO ee MOCINION SID eit. oe fs ala ga Soa ot ons bovine s 57 


Oe SS TIPSS TICE cg ah ce hae no 67 


2 InpDEXx 


Appendix, 
exhibit No. 1, views of school buildings........--- 
exhibit No. 2, council of school superintendents. .. 
exhibit No. 3, State association of school commis- 
sioners and superintendents .........++-++-++: 


Apportionment of School Moneys, 
Lt] ie tare NE rer Arar ice ect rim cic oS 


Arbof Day <-2 2-3 -. s2426 2 0 te ie ee eee 
1. Law establishing Arbor Day...............:. 

. Letter of State Superintendent............-.. 
. Nature’s Awakening—Sarah C, Flint.......... 
. How to Know Trees—Austin C. Apgar......... 
. Some Destructive Shade-tree Pests—J. A. Lint- 
ner, Phi. “Dye Baie Sac e wi stare ain sa oe ae toe ae ea 

6. Song—“ What the Birds Think”—Words by 

Mary A. McClelland; musie by Myron A. Cooney 

7. Welcome to Arbor Day—Gratia L. Rice....... 

8: ‘The Red (Clover «os xs +a. 6s. 2 eagles oe 

9. Our Native ins: (00.5 2.2. seen ee 

10. Suggestions for Arbor Day Programs......... 


oF Ww bY 


Association of School Commissioners and Superin- 
fendents <0... <2. Sdgew cs hee ey Oe ee eee 


Auburn, 

report of B. B. Snow, City Superintendent....... 
Binghamton, 
report of M. W. Scott, City Superintendent....... 
Blind, Institution for, 

report of Superintendent W. B. Wait............ 
Brockport Normal and Training School, 

report of local board .<.. cs i.00% ss swe 
Brooklyn, 

report of Wm. H. Maxwell, City Superintendent. . 


592 


753 


297 


595 


InpEx 
Buffalo, 


report of Henry P. Emerson, City Superintendent. 
Buffalo Normal and Training School, 
report of lecal board. ... 2... Suk. ces. 


Buildings, 
re Orth WN gO pate eoaertT estes iS oo oe orele Sah ee oo cats 


Census, 


Centennial, 
COMMNOM SOMO aera yh clever sce oee oe ues 


Central New York Institution for Deaf-Mutes, 
PeVOEC ROMMEL CI Dal can. &xS oc olkda's bc ban Okc ble has 


Certificates, ° 
Commissioners’ Uniform Examination for........ 
OES es oo Sa Ee ae 


prosran-OL Cxaminavion~l 896... 6.4.5. 66 cele. 

SUSIT ELE REE I 97 Ca Pa eng ee 

Mem EAU OLES OMG eRe alah Se ole ccc soe Sates as 
Charts, Graphic, 

Rie OO IMSUATISUICS i aslsits ces see ts ced eee ee nea 


Children, 
Bemmenios. CORCCEMING 6 o...6 i cate csc cotasceacteswe. 


RRO ee ot mince icras maa ake se eas es 
Pe RaCMO LACE OCCL ORs ey a es coed A alae eWHOO wi vndckiw bd, wnreste 
blanks and suggestions for...... STA it Pe Ra 
EUDORA ER a eg 


xii 
1055 
1060 
1064 
1068 


Ixxvili 


4 InpEex 


City Superintendents of Schools, 


PAGE 
statistical reports, abstract of........--+-.++++5: 8-19 
ISG OL fee). os - Ske oe sce en ee 579 
written reports Off..........-+ssee eee sentence ees 581 
State council of, proceedingSs.........+++.+++-++55 14g 
Cohoes, , 
report of Geo, E. Dixon, City Superintendent..... 601 
College Graduates’ Certificates, 
1. Law of 1888, as amended, authorizing........-. 859 
"9. List of certificates issued, 1895..............- 892 
3. List of normal diplomas indorsed, 1895........ "893 
4, List of State certificates indorsed, 1895........ 893 
Compulsory Education ..--.-.-------+--+-+--+--+------- xiv 
reports of Assistant Superintendents............ 1043 
Commissioners, List of..-.--.-------------------+---- 397. 
Consolidation of School Districts......------.---- ce x 
Cornell University, 
State’s relations with... <..n. ns ts see ee Ry, 
State scholarships I..<.. 0... a5 0.s es Sekine 873 
examinations for scholarships................. 880 
law and rules governing... . i... <<. 05+ ese ' 875 
list of State scholars... ¢ «cin. Os 5 cues eee 884 
Corning, 
report of Leigh R. Hunt, City Superintendent..... 602 
Cortland Normal and Training School, 
report of local board... Saag (s Cee ee ene 310 
Council of School Superintendents. ....-..----. 3 1114 


Courses.of Study. 6.. <i. <.4.450 sp ee eee XXXiV, XXXVi 


InpDEXx 


Deaf and Dumb, Institutions for, 


eas OL SUPeriNvENGEN{S... Sec... ee ee ee 
2. Reports of Superintendents: 
New York Institution for the Instruction of 
PRC Rer ale EMIT erectus is iets pieeheea toh tie 
Institution for the Improved Instruction of 
Deat-Miutes, New YORK .2.02.0 0. ee ree. 
St. Joseph’s Institute for the Improved In- 
struction of Deaf-Muteés................005. 
Central New York Institution for Deaf-Mutes. 
Western New York Institution for Deaf-Mutes 
Le Couteulx St. Mary’s Institution for the Im- 
proved Instruction of Deaf-Mutes......... 
Northern New York Institution for Deaf-Mutes 
SS SURG Oe Be TW OL gine ne ee OSS ar 


Decisions in Appeal Cases, 


by State Superintendent. .............-..205005- 
ROMO NS es oa ig Serie Re Swale so 4 hs ee oaks 


DetaivWork of Department... 2... <.1-----.----+-- 
District Quota, 


SERN EE URC OU COTN IN Ono co sorties als wis) 8 cheugssleteiere alate 


Districts, School, 


RMIT ES  CONCOPNIDE <6 oc ue ects snr eu fs see sacs 


Dunkirk, 


report of J. W. Babcock, City Superintendent..... 


Elmira, 


report of E. J. Beardsley, City Superintendent.... 


[ELS MeVe en soAcus So souoee oor eo omes Oe aoe Ue erie 


examination and licensing of teachers........... 
ERREM aR Pees oe a ase tne 6, sl one ofa ware s)s. 3 ys 
Bae A ee eae 5 ease alge «one dim Poach os ss 
RCo pee «3 eh Rae oferta diy AeA ne RCE et A gt ae 


57 


46 


37 


604 


6 INDEX 
Exhibits, yt 
ly Statistical.tables, 1895-2. eee eee 1 
2. General School. statistiCs:s Goss eee 35 
3. Decisions of State Superintendents in appeal 
CASES © a iiegtet «ee SO eetncs ee oe ee 55 
4.. Notmal: Schools 4-25 a he pare eee pclae Nees 5 271 
5. American Museum of Natural History......... 369 
6. School= Commissiowerss A) cfu ss cd aes eto 395 
7. City Superintendents of Schools .............. 577 
8. Village Superintendents of Schools........... 675 
9. Indian-Sehools 2.5 = a3 terse ee 725 
10. Institutions for Deaf and Dumb............... 735 
if. Institution for the Blinds: .<<.,-: ce ee eee 753 
12. Uniform Examinations for Commissioners’ Cer- 
tifleates so. seas ite eee 157 
13. :State® Certificates 1.6705 ooe eee ee 849 
14. State Scholarships in Cornell University... 873 
15. College Graduates’ Certificates—Indorsement 
of Normal diplomas and State certificates 
issued in other States... deacon ee 887 
LG. Teachers’ > lnstittes: <2... J oc. ees ee 895 
17. ‘Teachers’ ‘Training Classes’... .4.) sees 929 
L8 Child Study. <> as weeiewa.2 esto ee 975 
19. Compulsory: Education <....s5. ceases seen eee 1043 
20. First Biennial School Census ................. 1053 
21. Arbor Days... <4 isis ss ae eee eee 1073 
APPENDIX 
1. Views of School Buildings ................... 11104111 
2. State Council of School Superintendents....... 1111 
3. State Association of School Commissioners and_ 
Superintendents... 7... 40s sea pe 1147 
Flags on Schoolhouses: + 2.-.ts 72 ae ee Ixxvi 
Fredonia Normal and Training School, 
report of local board: <. 10. teh oe Sea ee 316 


ra 


InpEX q 


Free School Fund, 


: . ‘ PAGE 
ME AISCIES. GONCEINING.\. cca. s soaie ew slete tae oe ees vies 50 
General School Statistics.......-.---------++-++++-- 35 54 
Geneseo Normal and Training School, 
report of local board ...........6ce ses ee eee eens 320 
Gloversville, , 
report of James A. Estee, City Superintendent. ... 607 
Hornellsville, 
report of W. R. Prentice, City Superintendent. ... 610 
Hudson, 
reportof W. S. Hallenbeck, ex-City Superintendent 611 
Poah ait SENOOIS: oes ae se ne ee ees lxvi 
1. Names and addresses of Superintendents...... 727 
2. Reports of Superintendents: 
Geo. W. Boyce, Allegany and Cattaraugus res- 
Se ACTEM ae a ctat tn alate Fore ncualtees «sya w orrasie ¥ he We (27 
W. W. Newman, Onondaga reservation...... 728 
C. McConnell, St. Regis reservation.......... 730 
- J. S. Raynor, Shinnecock and Poospatuck res- 
EL LGHE per: ws hrckaet ores @ abe s Soe soe ayers ark ~s 731 
R. 8. Tabor, Tonawanda reservation......... 731 
William P. Mentz, Tuscarora reservation..... 732 
SES AIStLCALstADIG® on eee et as Sols ee ce eee beet 733 
ee CUES i ce Se ane ee es eg tie Te 895 
Institution for the Blind ......----------- -----+----- Ixvii, 753 
Institutions for the Deaf and Dumb ....------------ Ixvii, 735 
Ithaca, 
report of H. W. Foster, City Superintendent...... 614 
Jamestown, 


report of Rovillus R. Rogers, City Superintendent. 618 


8 INDEX 


Johnstown, 
PAGE 
report of W. S. Snyder, City Superintendent...... 620 
mandérgarténs - 3.2.6. 2a en eee - xl viii 
Kingston, 
report of Charles M. Ryon, City Superintendent... 621 
Le Couteulx St. Mary’s Institution for Improved 
Instruction of Deaf-Mutes, 
report-of principal ve .c4.2 neces cee 749 
Libraries, 
School district <3 ia.0cs cut ws 4s ae eee ly 
Statisties of 5.15 ccues.cae Sawer See eee 53 
teachers? «State: 2.0.5 1.4.04 eee ee lvii 
Licenses, Teachers'..:: ©... 40s eae a ee ee xvi 
slatistics: concerning | a) see ae ee 45 
Little Falls, 
_ report of Thomas A. Caswell, City Superintendent 623 
Lockport, 
report of Emmet Belknap, City Superintendent... 624 
Long Island City, 
report of John E. Shull, City Superintendent...... 630 
Middletown, 
report of J. F. Tuthill, City Superintendent....... 633 
Mt. Vernon, 
report of C. E. Nichols, City Superintendent...... 635 
Newburgh, 
report of R. V. K. Montfort, City Superintendent. . 637 


New Paltz Normal and Training School, 
report of local: board: /v4..ea0n eee 326 


Inprx 


New York, 
report of John Jasper, City Superintendent....... 


New York Institution for the Instruction of Deaf 
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